
Ocracoke Housing 2011 



Housing Type Count 

      Year-Round Owner Occupied  247 

      Year-Round Rental  

 Does not include 115 travel trailers. 79 

       Private Vacation Cottage  125 

       Weekly Vacation Rental  331 

       National Park Service Boundary 

2011 – 20% land available to build on  

Ocracoke 
Island, NC 
 
Year-Round  
Owner 
Occupied 

 
2000      35% 
2011        27% 

 
National 
Average 60% 

Springer’s Point  
Nature Preserve 

Community  
Cemetery 

Future Site of Community  
Park and Ball Field 



Ocracoke Essential Service Workers  
Average of starter level/first year salary                $27,186.00 
                                                                 Less 18%       $4,893.48   
                                                    Take Home Pay       $22,292.52 
                  30% Yearly Allowance for Housing        $6,688.00 
                                                        Monthly Rent            $557.00                                        

How does Ocracoke 
compare with 
standards set forth 
by the Federal 
Government? 

In order to access 
Federal Funds to pursue 
“Affordable” rental 
housing on Ocracoke 
we must follow these 
HUD determined 
guidelines. 

 

Note: “Affordable” is 
different from 
“Workforce”  housing.   

 

  



Questions 
 
•Is Ocracoke concerned about it’s affordable housing problems? 
 
•If so, where do we see the greatest need – now and in the future? 
 
•We often discuss in terms of essential service, vital and tourism workforce.   
  Need to discuss in terms of income levels also.  
 
•Next steps?   
 



Island Institute also created: 

 

•Workforce Housing 

•Mixed Use  

•Historic Homes Renovation    

  Agreement 

 
 
 

 

Example :   The Island Institute facilitated the 
development of a housing coalition to address affordable 
housing concerns on Maine’s un-bridged islands. 

Essential to 
Sustainability  
Affordable housing is 
essential to the 
sustainability of vibrant 
year-round island and 
working-waterfront 
communities. Young 
families looking for a 
‘starter-home,’ represent 
the future and elderly 
retirees on a strict and 
limited budget provide a 
connection to the past.                                              
Island Institute, Maine 



Ocracoke Housing Possibilities 

Possibilities  
 
•Workforce Housing 
•Affordable Housing 
•Shared Equity Program 
•Land Trust 
•Historic Homes Steward Agreement 
•Assist Homeowners with  
 Renovating Accessory  Structures  
 

Next Steps? 
 
• Form Task Force 
•Explore grants that are available now 
•Acquire funding to develop an 
Ocracoke Community Housing Trust 
 
* Attend next two working sessions of 
Creating A Sustainable Community. 
The Resource Team will be holding a 
meeting on November 14 and 15th.  


