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Too many brands in  
the fashion industry  

exploit our planet  
and millions of people  

to meet our never-ending  
demand for clothing. 

A fashion industry that prioritises profit over people  
and the environment has to change now. 

This Guide is a practical tool you can use to  
demand change by supporting brands that are 
investing in ethical and sustainable practices 

in their supply chains. It grades brands on their 
efforts to protect the people making their clothes 

and reduce their environmental impact.  
It empowers you to buy clothes  
that align with your values and 

#Make Change For Makers



How the Guide works 
This research assessed 98 companies representing 

over 400 brands, and awarded grades A+ through F 

to companies based on their efforts to address worker 

exploitation and environmental impact in their 

supply chains. Each company was assessed on how 

it performed in five areas (seen in the circle device 

below) across three different stages of the company’s 

supply chain:   

	• Raw materials: Farm-level, e.g. cotton farms   

	• Inputs production: The production of fabric, 

leather and other products   

	• Final stage production: Factories that sew clothes 

together for distribution   

When you buy from brands with good grades, 

you’re supporting fairer working conditions and 

environmentally conscious production. 

This Guide is based on research by Tearfund NZ 

and Baptist World Aid Australia. While smaller 

companies may choose to participate in our 

research, the primary goal of this project is 
to hold large companies accountable for 
their supply chains. You can find the full 2021 

Ethical Fashion Report and more information 

on the research methodology at tearfund.org.
nz/ethicalfashion



The final grading brackets below are created 

to reflect how companies are tracking 
in all areas in relation to the industry 
average score:    

Grade Raw Score 
out of 100 

Industry Leader A+ 75%+

Good Practice A 50-74%

Above Average B 33.6-49%

Mean Score – 33.6%

Below Average C 20-33.59%

Well Below Average D 5-19%

Barely Started F <5%

10+25+19+30+15+1+HWorker 
Empowerment

Environmental 
Sustainability

Supplier 
Relationships and 

Human Rights 
Monitoring

The average 
grade across 
the themes

Room for 
Improvement Policies and 

Governance

Tracing  
and Risk

The Grade

A+



Policies and Governance  
(6% of grade)
We check for a supplier code of conduct and 

high-level accountability for labour rights and 

sustainability.

Tracing and Risk (15% of grade)
We look at how much of the supply chain is 

traced and whether action is taken to mitigate 

labour rights and environmental risks. 

Supplier Relationships and Human 
Rights Monitoring (34% of grade)
We assess the supply chain auditing process, if 

responsible purchasing practices are used and 

whether gender inequality is addressed. 

Worker Empowerment  
(25% of grade)
We check if a living wage is paid and what 

worker protections exist, including grievance 

mechanisms, training, unions and collective 

bargaining agreements.

Environmental Sustainability  
(20% of grade)
We assess the systems in place to improve the 

management of water, chemicals and carbon 

emissions. We also check if sustainable fibres 

are used and whether overproduction is 

addressed. 

Room for Improvement
No company is perfect! This grey space 

represents the room for improvement.





10+18+12+9+10+41+H & Other StoriesA

5+8+4+5+7+71+H Abercrombie & Fitch*C

5+8+4+5+7+71+H Abercrombie Kids*C

10+12+8+5+5+60+H Abrand JeansB

5+12+4+5+2+72+H Active Intent*C

10+8+8+5+2+67+H Addition ElleC

10+25+12+9+10+34+H AdidasA

10+12+8+5+5+60+H Aere*C

10+18+12+9+10+41+H AfoundA

10+18+12+9+5+46+H AgendaB

(*) Public information only //  (i) Insufficient information



10+8+8+2+1+71+H AHGD

7+18+12+5+5+53+H AldiB

5+8+1+2+1+83+H Ally FashionD

10+18+12+9+7+44+H AlstyleB

10+18+12+9+5+46+H Alta LineaB

10+18+18+14+7+33+H Alternative ApparelA

10+25+12+5+10+38+H AltraA

10+12+8+5+3+62+H Amber RoseC

5+12+4+5+2+72+H Amco*C

10+18+12+9+7+44+H American ApparelB



5+12+4+5+2+72+H An’D*C

10+18+12+9+7+44+H Anvil by GildanB

10+18+12+9+10+41+H ArketA

10+18+8+5+7+52+H ARROWB

10+18+18+14+7+33+H AS ColourA

10+12+4+5+7+62+H ASICSC

10+18+8+5+7+52+H ASOS 4505B

10+18+8+5+7+52+H ASOS collabsB

10+18+8+5+7+52+H ASOS DESIGNB

10+18+8+5+7+52+H ASOS EDITIONB



10+18+8+5+7+52+H ASOS MADE IN KENYAB

10+18+8+5+7+52+H ASOS WHITEB

10+18+12+5+10+45+H Athleta*B

10+12+8+5+5+60+H Atmos&Here*C

10+12+8+5+3+62+H AutographC

5+12+4+5+2+72+H Back Country*C

10+18+18+14+7+33+H BaliA

10+18+12+5+10+45+H Banana Republic*B

1+4+1+2+1+91+H Bardot Junior*iF

1+4+1+2+1+91+H Bardot*iF



10+12+8+5+5+60+H Barkers*B

5+12+4+5+2+72+H Basics Brand*C

5+12+4+5+2+72+H Basics Maternity*C

10+8+8+2+1+71+H BasqueD

5+12+4+5+2+72+H Beach Works*C

2+8+4+2+1+83+H Beare & LeyD

10+12+8+5+3+62+H BemeC

10+18+12+5+5+50+H BerghausB

10+18+18+14+7+33+H BerleiA

10+18+18+14+10+30+H BershkaA

(*) Public information only //  (i) Insufficient information



7+12+8+5+3+65+H Best & LessC

10+18+8+5+3+56+H Big WC

3+4+1+2+1+89+H Billabong*iF

7+8+4+2+1+78+H Black PepperD

10+8+8+2+1+71+H BlaqD

5+12+4+5+2+72+H Blue Denim Co*C

5+4+1+2+2+86+H Blue Illusion*iD

10+18+12+5+3+52+H BodenB

10+18+18+14+7+33+H BondsA

10+18+18+14+7+33+H Bonds ExplorerA



10+4+1+2+5+78+H boohooD

10+4+1+2+5+78+H boohooMAND

10+18+12+9+7+44+H BossB

10+18+18+14+7+33+H Bras N ThingsA

10+25+12+5+10+38+H BulwarkA

10+4+1+2+5+78+H BurtonD

10+12+8+5+5+60+H BWNRC

10+18+8+5+7+52+H Calvin KleinB

10+18+12+5+5+50+H Canterbury of  
New ZealandB

10+8+8+5+2+67+H CaptureC



10+8+8+5+2+67+H Capture WomanC

10+18+18+14+7+33+H ChampionA

7+8+4+5+7+69+H ChapsC

10+8+8+2+1+71+H Chloe & LolaD

7+18+8+5+2+60+H City ChicC

7+8+4+5+7+69+H Club MonacoC

10+4+1+2+5+78+H coastD

10+18+12+9+7+44+H Cobra GolfA

5+8+4+2+2+79+H Coles*iD

10+18+8+5+7+52+H CollusionB



10+18+12+9+7+44+H Comfort ColorsB

2+4+4+2+1+87+H Common NeedD

7+12+8+2+2+69+H CommonryC

10+18+12+9+2+49+H ConnorB

10+18+12+5+10+45+H ConverseA

7+12+8+5+3+65+H Cooper StC

10+18+12+9+10+41+H COSA

7+18+12+5+7+51+H Cotton OnB

7+18+12+5+7+51+H Cotton On BodyB

7+18+12+5+7+51+H Cotton On KidsB

(*) Public information only //  (i) Insufficient information



2+8+4+2+1+83+H CougarsD

10+25+18+9+7+31+H Country RoadA

10+18+8+5+7+52+H Crooked TonguesB

10+12+8+5+3+62+H CrossroadsC

7+12+8+9+5+59+H CueC

10+18+8+5+5+54+H DangerfieldB

10+18+12+9+5+46+H David JonesB

10+18+12+9+5+46+H David Jones  
Classic CollectionB

10+18+12+9+5+46+H David Jones JuniorB

10+12+8+5+5+60+H Dazie*C



3+4+1+2+1+89+H DC Shoes*iF

10+4+1+2+5+78+H DebenhamsD

5+12+4+5+2+72+H Debut*C

7+12+4+2+2+73+H Decjuba Girls*iD

7+12+4+2+2+73+H Decjuba*iD

10+18+8+5+10+49+H DENIZEN from Levi’s*B

10+18+18+14+7+33+H DIMA

7+12+4+2+2+73+H D-Luxe*iD

10+18+8+5+10+49+H Dockers*B

10+4+1+2+5+78+H Dorothy PerkinsD



10+12+12+2+1+63+H DottiC

10+12+8+5+5+60+H Double Oak Mills*C

10+25+8+5+5+47+H DufferB

10+25+12+5+10+38+H Eagle CreekA

10+25+12+5+10+38+H EastpakA

3+4+1+2+1+89+H Element*iF

7+8+4+2+1+78+H Elka CollectiveD

10+18+12+5+5+50+H ellesseB

7+8+4+2+1+78+H ELWDD

7+8+4+2+1+78+H ElwoodD



10+8+8+5+2+67+H EmergeC

10+8+8+5+2+67+H Emerge WomanC

10+12+8+5+5+60+H Endless*C

10+18+12+5+5+50+H EnduraB

10+25+25+30+10+0+H EtikoA+

10+8+8+5+2+67+H Euro EditC

10+8+8+5+2+67+H European CollectionC

7+8+4+2+1+78+H EverlastD

10+8+8+5+2+67+H EzibuyC

7+18+12+5+7+51+H FactorieB

(*) Public information only //  (i) Insufficient information



3+1+1+2+1+92+H Farmers*iF

3+1+1+2+1+92+H Forever 21*iF

10+12+8+5+3+62+H Forever NewC

7+12+8+2+2+69+H French ConnectionC

10+12+8+5+7+58+H Fruit of the LoomB

10+18+12+5+10+45+H Gap*B

5+12+4+5+2+72+H Garage*C

10+18+18+14+7+33+H Gear for SportsA

10+12+8+5+5+60+H General Pants GroupC

10+18+8+5+7+52+H Geoffrey BeeneB



10+18+12+9+7+44+H GildanB

10+18+12+9+7+44+H Gildan HammerB

5+8+4+5+7+71+H Gilly Hicks*C

2+4+1+2+1+90+H Ginger Tree*iF

10+18+18+14+10+30+H GlassonsA

10+18+12+9+7+44+H Gold ToeB

10+18+8+5+5+54+H GormanB

10+8+8+5+2+67+H Grace HillC

10+8+8+5+2+67+H Grace Hill WomanC

10+18+18+14+7+33+H GTMA



5+12+4+5+2+72+H H&H*C

10+18+12+9+10+41+H H&MA

10+18+12+9+10+41+H H&M HomeA

10+18+18+14+10+30+H Hallenstein BrothersA

10+18+18+14+7+33+H HanesA

10+12+12+5+5+56+H Hard YakkaB

10+18+8+5+7+52+H Heart and DaggerB

10+8+8+5+2+67+H HeineC

10+8+8+2+1+71+H HeritageD

10+18+18+14+7+33+H HestiaA



10+18+12+5+10+45+H Hill City*B

5+8+4+5+7+71+H Hollister Co.*C

10+25+12+5+10+38+H Horace SmallA

10+18+12+9+7+44+H HugoB

2+8+4+2+1+83+H Huntley & SonsD

10+25+12+5+10+38+H IcebreakerA

7+4+1+2+1+85+H Indie kids*iD

7+4+1+2+1+85+H Industrie*iD

10+12+8+5+5+60+H InsightC

10+18+12+5+10+45+H Intermix*B



5+12+4+5+2+72+H Intrepid*C

10+8+8+5+2+67+H IsobarC

10+18+8+5+7+52+H IZODB

10+12+12+2+1+63+H Jacqui EC

10+18+12+5+5+50+H JagB

10+18+12+5+10+45+H Janie and Jack*B

10+25+12+5+10+38+H JansportA

10+12+12+2+1+63+H Jay JaysC

3+4+1+2+1+89+H Jeanswest*iF

10+18+18+14+7+33+H JMSA

(*) Public information only //  (i) Insufficient information



10+18+18+14+7+33+H Jockey  
(Australia and NZ)A

10+18+12+9+2+49+H Johnny BiggB

10+18+12+5+10+45+H JordanA

10+25+25+30+10+0+H Joyya ApparelA+

2+4+1+2+1+90+H Jump*iF

10+12+12+2+1+63+H Just JeansC

2+4+1+2+1+90+H Kachel*iF

10+18+12+5+5+50+H kangaroosB

10+4+1+2+5+78+H Karen MillenD

5+12+4+5+2+72+H Kate Madison*C



10+25+18+9+7+31+H KathmanduA

10+12+8+5+3+62+H KatiesC

10+18+18+14+7+33+H KayserA

10+12+12+5+5+56+H KingGeeB

10+25+12+5+10+38+H KiplingA

7+25+12+9+7+40+H KmartB

10+25+12+5+10+38+H KodiakA

10+12+8+5+3+62+H KookaiC

10+12+8+5+5+60+H KsubiC

10+18+12+9+7+44+H KushyfootB



2+4+4+2+1+87+H L&TD

10+18+12+5+7+48+H Label/MixB

10+25+12+5+7+41+H LacosteB

7+8+4+5+7+69+H LAURENC

10+18+18+14+7+33+H LeggsA

10+18+8+5+10+49+H Levi’s*B

10+18+12+5+7+48+H LipsyB

10+12+8+5+3+62+H Liz JordanC

10+12+8+5+5+60+H Locale*C

7+8+4+2+1+78+H LonsdaleD



3+4+1+2+1+89+H Lorna Jane*iD

2+8+4+2+1+83+H LowesD

2+4+4+2+1+87+H Luck & TroubleD

10+18+18+9+7+38+H Lululemon AthleticaA

10+18+8+5+5+54+H L’URVB

10+18+12+5+10+45+H MacpacA

10+18+8+5+7+52+H Made In.B

10+12+8+5+3+62+H Maggie TC

10+18+18+14+7+33+H MaidenformA

7+8+4+2+1+78+H Marco PoloD

(*) Public information only //  (i) Insufficient information



10+18+12+5+7+48+H Marks & Spencer*B

10+18+18+14+10+30+H Massimo DuttiA

5+12+4+5+2+72+H Match*C

10+12+8+5+2+63+H Max*C

5+12+4+5+2+72+H Maya*C

10+25+8+5+5+47+H McKenzieB

10+18+12+9+7+44+H MediPedsB

10+8+8+5+2+67+H Mia LucceC

10+25+25+30+10+0+H Mighty Good BasicsA+

10+12+8+5+5+60+H Mika Muse*C



10+18+12+9+5+46+H MilanaB

10+12+8+5+3+62+H MileaC

10+8+8+2+1+71+H MilkshakeD

10+12+8+5+3+62+H MillersC

10+25+18+9+7+31+H MIMCOA

3+1+1+2+1+92+H Mirrou*iF

10+8+8+2+1+71+H Miss ShopD

10+4+1+2+5+78+H MissPapD

10+18+12+5+5+50+H MitreB

5+8+4+2+2+79+H Mix*iD



10+18+12+9+10+41+H MonkiA

7+8+4+2+1+78+H MooksD

7+8+4+2+1+78+H MossimoD

10+8+8+2+1+71+H MyerD

10+25+12+5+10+38+H NapapirijiA

10+4+1+2+5+78+H Nasty GalD

5+12+4+5+2+72+H Navigator South*C

10+12+8+5+5+60+H Neon HartC

2+4+4+2+1+87+H NeovisionD

10+12+8+5+5+60+H Neuw DenimB



10+18+12+5+7+48+H New BalanceB

10+18+12+5+7+48+H NextB

10+18+12+5+10+45+H NikeA

10+12+12+5+5+56+H NNT UniformsB

10+18+8+5+7+52+H NoakB

10+18+8+5+5+54+H Nobody DenimB

10+12+8+5+3+62+H Noni BC

10+25+12+14+10+29+H Nudie Jeans CoA

10+4+1+2+5+78+H OasisD

10+18+12+5+10+45+H Old Navy*B

(*) Public information only //  (i) Insufficient information



10+18+8+5+7+52+H OlgaB

10+12+4+5+7+62+H Onitsuka TigerC

10+18+12+9+5+46+H Organic Baby  
by David JonesB

7+8+8+5+3+69+H OrotonC

10+25+25+30+10+0+H Outland DenimA+

10+12+4+5+3+66+H OxfordC

10+18+18+14+10+30+H OyshoA

7+12+8+5+3+65+H P.E. NationC

10+25+18+9+10+28+H PatagoniaA

10+18+12+9+7+44+H PedsB



2+4+4+2+1+87+H Perfect StrangerD

10+12+12+2+1+63+H Peter AlexanderC

5+12+4+5+2+72+H Pickaberry*C

2+4+1+2+1+90+H Ping Pong*iF

10+18+8+5+5+54+H PINKC

10+25+8+5+5+47+H Pink Soda SportsB

10+8+8+2+1+71+H PiperD

10+18+18+14+7+33+H PlatinumA

10+18+18+14+7+33+H PlaytexA

10+25+18+9+7+31+H PolitixA



7+8+4+5+7+69+H POLOC

10+12+12+2+1+63+H PortmansC

10+12+8+5+5+60+H PostieB

10+4+1+2+5+78+H PrettyLittleThingD

10+18+12+9+7+44+H Prim + PreuxB

10+18+8+5+5+54+H Princess HighwayB

10+8+12+5+5+60+H Princess PollyB

10+18+18+14+10+30+H Pull&BearA

10+18+12+9+7+44+H PumaA

3+4+1+2+1+89+H Quiksilver*iF



7+12+4+2+1+74+H R.M. Williams*iD

7+8+4+5+7+69+H Ralph LaurenC

10+18+18+14+7+33+H RazzamatazzA

7+12+8+5+3+65+H Rebecca VallanceC

10+18+8+5+7+52+H Reclaimed VintageB

10+25+12+5+10+38+H Red KapA

10+18+12+5+5+50+H Red or DeadB

10+25+12+9+10+34+H ReebokA

10+8+8+2+1+71+H RegattaD

10+8+8+2+1+71+H ReserveD

(*) Public information only //  (i) Insufficient information



7+8+4+2+1+78+H ReviewD

10+18+18+14+7+33+H RioA

10+18+12+5+5+50+H Rip CurlB

10+12+8+5+3+62+H RiversC

5+12+4+5+2+72+H Rivet*C

7+8+4+5+7+69+H RLXC

2+8+4+2+1+83+H Robert HuntleyD

10+12+8+5+3+62+H RockmansC

10+18+12+9+2+49+H RockwearB

10+25+12+9+7+37+H Rodd & GunnA



7+4+1+2+1+85+H Roler*iD

10+12+8+5+5+60+H Rolla’s JeansB

3+4+1+2+1+89+H Roxy*iF

7+18+12+5+7+51+H RubiB

10+12+8+5+7+58+H Russell AthleticB

3+4+1+2+1+89+H RVCA*iF

10+18+12+5+5+50+H SABAB

10+8+8+5+2+67+H SaraC

5+12+4+5+2+72+H Schooltex*C

10+12+8+5+3+62+H SeafollyC



10+18+12+5+5+50+H SeaVeesB

10+18+12+9+7+44+H SecretB

10+18+12+9+7+44+H Secret SilkyB

7+12+8+2+2+69+H Seed HeritageC

10+18+18+14+7+33+H Sheer ReliefA

1+1+1+2+1+94+H Sheike*iF

10+18+18+14+7+33+H SheridanA

10+12+8+5+2+63+H ShowpoC

10+18+8+5+10+49+H Signature by Levi 
Strauss & Co.*B

10+18+12+9+7+44+H SilksB



7+8+4+2+1+78+H SlazengerD

10+25+12+5+10+38+H SmartwoolA

10+8+8+2+1+71+H SohoD

10+25+8+5+5+47+H SonnetiB

10+8+8+5+2+67+H SouthcapeC

10+12+8+5+7+58+H SpaldingB

10+18+12+5+5+50+H SpeedoB

10+18+12+5+5+50+H SportscraftB

10+12+8+5+1+64+H SportsgirlC

10+8+8+2+1+71+H SproutD

(*) Public information only //  (i) Insufficient information



10+12+8+5+5+60+H Spurr*C

10+12+8+5+5+60+H St Swim*C

10+12+8+5+5+60+H StandardC

10+12+8+5+5+60+H Staple Superior*C

10+25+8+5+5+47+H StatusB

10+18+18+14+10+30+H StradivariusA

10+12+8+5+5+60+H SubtitledC

10+18+8+5+7+52+H SupplyB

10+25+8+5+5+47+H Supply & DemandB

7+18+12+5+7+51+H SupreB



10+12+8+5+1+64+H SussanC

10+12+8+5+1+64+H Suzanne GraeC

10+12+8+5+3+62+H Table EightC

7+25+12+9+7+40+H TargetB

10+18+12+9+2+49+H TarocashB

3+1+1+2+1+92+H TEMT*iF

10+25+12+5+10+38+H TerraA

10+25+12+5+10+38+H The North FaceA

5+12+4+5+2+72+H The Warehouse*C

10+18+12+9+7+44+H Therapy PlusB



10+25+12+5+10+38+H TimberlandA

7+1+1+2+2+87+H TK Maxx*D

2+4+4+2+1+87+H TokenD

10+8+8+2+1+71+H TokitoD

10+18+8+5+7+52+H Tommy HilfigerB

2+8+4+2+1+83+H Traders WorkwearD

10+25+18+9+7+31+H TreneryA

10+8+8+2+1+71+H Trent NathanD

10+18+8+5+7+52+H True & Co.B

10+8+4+2+3+73+H Under Armour*C



10+18+8+5+7+52+H UNIQLOB

10+8+8+5+2+67+H UrbanC

5+12+4+5+2+72+H Urban Equip*C

10+18+18+14+10+30+H ÜterqueA

3+1+1+2+1+92+H Valleygirl*iF

10+18+8+5+7+52+H Van HeusenB

10+12+8+5+7+58+H Vanity FairB

10+25+12+5+10+38+H VANSA

10+18+8+5+7+52+H Venture BrandsB

7+12+8+9+5+59+H Veronika MaineC

(*) Public information only //  (i) Insufficient information



10+25+12+5+10+38+H VF SolutionsA

10+18+8+5+5+54+H Victoria’s SecretC

3+4+1+2+1+89+H Von Zipper*iF

10+18+18+14+7+33+H VoodooA

10+8+8+2+1+71+H VueD

10+12+8+5+3+62+H W. LaneC

10+4+1+2+5+78+H WallisD

10+25+12+5+10+38+H WallsA

10+4+1+2+5+78+H WarehouseD

10+18+8+5+7+52+H Warner’sB



10+18+12+5+7+48+H WarriorB

10+18+12+9+10+41+H WeekdayA

10+25+18+9+7+31+H WitcheryA

10+18+18+14+7+33+H WonderbraA

7+8+4+2+1+78+H Yarra TrailD

10+18+12+9+2+49+H yd.B

5+8+1+2+1+83+H You + AllD

10+18+18+14+10+30+H ZaraA

10+18+18+14+10+30+H Zara HomeA

7+18+12+2+5+56+H ZimmermannB

(*) Public information only //  (i) Insufficient information



Participating Companies 
Many companies actively participated 

in our research process. This means our 

research team assessed publicly available 

materials, as well as additional responses 

and evidence shared with us directly.  

Public Information Only (*) 
Some companies chose not to participate. 

In these cases, we used publicly available 

information to provide a fair assessment of 

the company’s supply chain practices.  We 

acknowledge that some of these companies 

may be doing more to improve their ethical 

sourcing than we have been able to assess.  

Insufficient information (i)  
A small number of companies were 

unresponsive or chose not to participate, 

and had very little information available 

publicly. In these cases, we were unable 

to assess the company on more than 20% 

of the survey questions. Some of these 

companies may have additional measures 

in place within their supply chain but the 

grade remains an accurate reflection of 

their transparency.  

Methodology at a Glance 
Companies made different choices about  

how to engage with our research and,  

as such, fall into three categories: 



A note on transparency
We choose to assess all companies regardless 
of their engagement choice because the lack of 
transparency within fashion supply chains is 
what allows labour rights and environmental 
abuses to take place. If companies do not 

disclose their efforts to prevent the exploitation 

of workers and the planet, it is almost impossible 

for consumers to know if they are sufficiently 

mitigating these risks.  

The fashion industry has made leaps towards 

greater transparency over the past few years. 

Transparency is the new standard. We 

understand that transparency is a process, which 

is why we invite companies to confidentially share 

information with our research team that they may 

not be ready to share in the public arena. 



Use the Ethical Fashion  
Guide and #MakeChangeforMakers
Fashion is an immensely lucrative industry, but 
the profits rarely reach workers in the supply 
chain. The garment industry’s low wages trap 
workers and their families in a cycle of poverty. 

An estimated 98% of garment workers are 
unable to meet their basic needs.  

Paying a living wage is the most important factor 
in changing the lives of millions of workers, yet 
it is consistently the lowest scoring area in our 
research. This year, only one company in New 
Zealand ensures a living wage is paid in at 
least half of its supply chain.  

While a living wage is a complex issue that will 
require collective action, this cannot be an 
excuse. It’s time for systemic change. The New 
Zealand fashion industry can and must do better.  

Behind every piece of clothing is an untold 

story. Transparency is the new standard.

Demand that brands pay a living wage. Tag 
and comment the change you want to see.

A fashion industry that prioritises profit over 
people and the environment has to change 

Now.





Who is Tearfund?
We are an international aid and  
development organisation passionate  
about seeing individuals and communities 
transformed by hope, opportunity and dignity.

In our work of seeking justice and helping to end poverty 

and exploitation, Tearfund combats trafficking, forced 

labour and sexual exploitation through our Modern 

Slavery cause. We use a ‘Five-Ps’ approach to our 

work: Prevention, Prosecution, Protection, Policy and 

Partnerships. 

Alongside our Ethical Fashion Guide 

research, we are also advocating for 

Modern Slavery legislation in New 

Zealand because we believe Kiwis 

have a right to products that are free 

of forced labour. We also partner 

with non-profits overseas to work 

with communities vulnerable to 

labour and sexual exploitation—

both helping to reduce their risk 

and providing post-trauma care and 

vocational training.   

To support our Ethical Fashion research 

or our other work to end Modern Slavery,  

please visit our website.

Download the complete report  

with full rankings from  

tearfund.org.nz/ethicalfashion



TOGETHER  
we can create a 

fashion industry that 
empowers and doesn’t 
exploit; that preserves 

and doesn’t destroy.

Share 
this Guide
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