
Electric System 11-1--2 

251 
[Supplement No. 1; 01-01-17] 

CHAPTER 11 
 

ELECTRIC SYSTEM 
 
 

 11-1-1 SERVICE CHARGES.  There are hereby established rates and charges 
for the use and service of electric current for light and power based upon electricity consumed 
as recorded by electric meters based upon the type of premises served as follows: 
 (A)  Electricity Used For Residential Purposes.  (Available to single-
family dwelling units for all domestic use.) 
 For the first 40 KWH used per month at  $0.152003 per KWH 
 For the next 80 KWH used per month at  $0.108037 per KWH 
 For all over 120 KWH used per month at  $0.081028 per KWH 
 The minimum charge for electric service used for residential purposes shall be Six 
Dollars Eight Cents ($6.08) per month for the first forty (40) KWH. 
 (B)  Electricity Used For Commercial Purposes.  (Available to commercial 
and non-residential customers for lighting and all power purposes.) 
 For the first 100 KWH used per month at  $0.181642 per KWH 
 For the next 150 KWH used per month at  $0.135837 per KWH 
 For the next 250 KWH used per month at  $0.113724 per KWH 
 For the next 500 KWH used per month at  $0.101088 per KWH 
 For all over 1,000 KWH used per month at  $0.076447 per KWH 
 The minimum charge for electricity used for commercial purposes shall be Eighteen 
Dollars Sixteen Cents ($18.16) per month for the first one hundred (100) KWH. 
 (C)  Rates and Charges for Electric System.  Except as established by a 
Council approved contract, there are established charges and rates for the use of and for the 
services supplied by the electric system of the City based on the amount of kilowatts consumed 
by the customer as shown by electric meters.  Calculations of charges are made by rate tables. 
 Commencing with the first billing for each customer after May 1, 2010 and on May 1 
every year thereafter, there shall be an increase of five percent (5%) to the billing rate 
table; this change to the rate tables will be reviewed and may be adjusted by the Mayor and 
City Council each year or at any time deemed necessary by them.  (Ord. No. 09-18; 12-15-
09) 
 (D)  Utility Taxes.  Utility taxes are billed at a rate set by the State of Illinois; 
collected by the City on the billing and then are paid over to the State of Illinois monthly.  (Ord. 
No. 09-18; 12-15-09) 
 (E)  Power Cost Adjustment Charges.  These charges are billed to the City 
by Ameren Energy Marketing and Midwest Independent System Operators based on consumption 
by the City each month.  Such charges are then calculated and billed to each customer on the basis 
of the consumption of that individual customer.  (Ord. No. 09-18; 12-15-09) 
 
 11-1-2 BILLING AND PAYMENT OF CHARGES.  Charges for electric 
services shall be made monthly.  All bills for such service shall be rendered as of the 
first (1st) day of each month following the month for which service is rendered and 
electric meters read.  All bills shall be payable by the fifteenth (15th) day of the 
month in which the bill is rendered.  All bills not paid shall have a penalty of five 
percent (5%) added on the sixteenth (16th) day of said month.  When the 
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fifteenth (15th) day of any month shall be a Sunday or legal holiday, then such bills for 
service shall be paid on the next succeeding secular day without the penalty added. 
 In addition to all other charges, there shall be charged to the customer the sum of 
Twenty-Five Dollars ($25.00) for each customer’s check returned to the City for insufficient 
funds or other reason.  Two or more such returned checks within a six (6) month period shall 
result in the requirement that all future payments to the City from that customer must be in 
form of either cash, money order or cashier check, unless otherwise authorized by the City 
Collector.  All unpaid returned check charges shall be added to the customer’s account and shall 
constitute a lien on the customer’s property.  (Ord. No. 15-13; 10-06-15) 
 
 
 11-1-3 DISCONNECTION OF SERVICE FOR NONPAYMENT OF BILLS.  In 
the event charges for electric service are not paid on the fifteenth (15th) day of the month in 
which billed, a notice of disconnection shall be mailed to the customer by the City Collector on 
or after the seventeenth (17th) day of the month in which billed.  Such disconnection notice 
shall advise the customer that service will be disconnected on or after the fourth (4th) day of 
the succeeding month, unless full payment of all delinquent charges for electricity and all 
penalties are paid in full to the City Collector before 8:00 A.M. on the fourth (4th) day of the 
succeeding month. 
 In the event such delinquent charges are not paid in full to the City Collector by 8:00 
A.M. on the fourth (4th) day of the succeeding month, a delinquent fee of Thirty-Five 
Dollars ($35.00) shall be charged to all accounts with a delinquent balance.  Also, a City 
employee shall be sent to the premises to disconnect such delinquent user from the electric 
utility system without further notice. 
 Once disconnection has been made, no reconnection shall be made until all delinquent 
charges for electricity, and all penalties and delinquent fees have been paid in full to the City 
Collector, except, however, that if such services have been disconnected for a third time within 
a period of one (1) year, a delinquent fee of Seventy-Five Dollars ($75.00) will be 
charged, and in addition, the delinquent fee within the succeeding year shall be Seventy-Five 
Dollars ($75.00). 

Disconnections will be made between 8:00 A.M. and 3:00 P.M., Monday through 
Thursday, only between 8:00 A.M. ad 12:00 Noon on Friday, and only between 8:00 A.M. 
and 12:00 Noon when the City offices will be closed the following day.  These hours provide 
the customer the opportunity to make payment and have service reconnected. 

Reconnections will be made between 8:00 A.M. and 3:00 P.M., Monday through 
Friday.  Reconnections made after 3:00 P.M. or on holidays or weekends will have an 
additional charge of One Hundred Two Dollars Fifteen Cents ($102.15) to cover the 
overtime expense.  (Ord. No. 08-1; 02-05-08) 
 
 11-1-4 SERVICE DEPOSITS FOR RESIDENTIAL AND COMMERCIAL 
CUSTOMERS, LANDLORDS OF UNOCCUPIED RENTAL PROPERTY, AND 
INDUSTRIAL CUSTOMERS. 
 (A)  Residential.  Any person, firm or corporation, whether as owner 
or as tenant, who applies after February 5, 2008 for electric service, water and/or 
sewer service for residential purposes, shall pay to and maintain with the City Collector 
a service deposit as advance security for the payment of charges for service furnished.  
The deposit amount shall be Three Hundred Fifty Dollars ($350.00) for a current 
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City customer with a fair payment history or a new customer with a fair credit rating.  
Upon transfer of a deposit, the deposit amount shall be Five Hundred Dollars 
($500.00) for a current City customer with a poor payment record or a poor credit 
rating.  The deposit amount shall be Five Hundred Dollars ($500.00) for a new 
customer with a poor credit rating.  After one (1) full year of service history without a 
disconnection notice Two Hundred Dollars ($200.00) of the Three Hundred Fifty 
Dollars ($350.00) or the Five Hundred Dollar ($500.00) original deposit shall be 
credited to the property owner’s current bill as a refund.  To receive the Two Hundred 
Dollars ($200.00) credit, proof of ownership (a copy of the recorded deed) shall be 
provided to the City Collector.  After two (2) full years of service history without a 
disconnection notice One Hundred Fifty Dollars ($150.00) of the original Five 
Hundred Dollar ($500.00) deposit shall be credited to the property owner’s current 
bill as a refund upon the owner’s request to the City Collector.  Upon termination of 
services, the remaining property owner’s deposit shall be applied to the property 
owner’s final bill and the excess if any shall be refunded to the property owner.  Upon 
termination of a tenant’s services, the tenant’s Three Hundred Fifty Dollars 
($350.00) or Five Hundred Dollars ($500.00) deposit shall be applied to the 
tenant’s final bill and the excess if any shall be refunded to the tenant. 
 Notwithstanding the foregoing, a residential customer’s total deposit for 
electricity, water and/or sewer service shall not exceed Five Hundred Dollars 
($500.00). 
 (B)  Commercial.  Any person, firm or corporation, whether as owner, 
or as tenant, who applies after November 20, 2001 for electric service, water and/or 
sewer service shall pay to and maintain with the City Collector a service deposit of 
Three Hundred Fifty Dollars ($350.00) or a sum determined to be equal to the 
average monthly charge for such electricity, water and sewer services, whichever is 
greater.  The average commercial consumption and billing expected to be used shall be 
determined by proper employees of the electric, water and sewer departments of the 
City.  Such deposit is an advance security for the payment of charges for services 
furnished.  After one (1) full year of service history without a disconnection notice any 
amount of the original owner’s deposit exceeding the average monthly charge for 
electricity, water and sewer services shall be credited to the property owner’s current 
bill as a refund.  To receive credit, proof of ownership (a copy of the recorded deed) 
shall be provided to the City Collector.  Upon termination of services, the remainder of 
the property owner’s deposit shall be applied to the property owner’s final bill and the 
excess if any shall be refunded to the property owner.  Upon termination of a tenant’s 
services, the tenant’s original deposit shall be applied to the tenant’s final bill and the 
excess if any shall be refunded to the tenant. 
 Notwithstanding the foregoing, a commercial customer’s total deposit for 
electricity, water and/or sewer service shall not exceed Three Hundred Fifty Dollars 
($350.00) or a sum determined to be equal to the average monthly charge for 
electricity, water and sewer service, whichever is greater. 
 (C)  Landlords of Unoccupied Rental Property.  In lieu of a cash 
utility deposit of Three Hundred Fifty Dollars ($350.00) or Five Hundred Dollars 
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($500.00) an owner of an unoccupied rental property/unit, the utilities for which have 
been placed in owner’s name, shall pay to and maintain with the City Collector a service 
deposit of Fifty Dollars ($50.00), One Hundred Seventy-Five Dollars ($175.00) 
or Three Hundred Fifty Dollars ($350.00), the amount to be determined by the 
owner’s current payment history or a current credit rating.  The deposit for a good 
credit rating shall be Fifty Dollars ($50.00), a fair credit rating shall be One 
Hundred Seventy-Five Dollars ($175.00) and a poor credit rating shall be Three 
Hundred Fifty Dollars ($350.00).  Upon rental/occupancy of the property/unit a 
cash deposit shall be required in accordance with present Ordinance, irrespective of 
whether the utilities remain in the owner’s name or are placed in the renter’s name. 
 (D)  Industrial.  Any person, firm or corporation, whether as owner, or 
as tenant, who applies after March 18, 2008 for electric service, water and/or sewer 
service shall pay to and maintain with the City Collector a service deposit of Three 
Hundred Fifty Dollars ($350.00).  Such deposit is an advance security for the 
payment of charges for services furnished.  Upon termination of service, the original 
deposit shall be applied to the final bill and the excess if any shall be refunded to the 
customer.  To be eligible for the Three Hundred Fifty Dollar ($350.00) Industrial 
Rate deposit, the customer must create ten (10) or more new jobs within the first 
(1st) year of their doing business in the City and retain those jobs or a minimum of 
five (5) years.  The Industrial Rate deposit amount of Three Hundred Fifty Dollars 
($350.00) shall terminate automatically if the new employer (1) fails to create ten 
(10) or more full time jobs in the City within the first (1st) year or (2) fails to retain 
those ten (10) or more jobs for a minimum of five (5) years, at which time the 
Commercial Deposit policy shall be enforced. 
(Ord. 08-8; 03-18-08) 
 
 
 11-1-5 TAMPERING.  It shall be unlawful for any person not authorized 
by the City to tamper with, alter, or injure any transmission conduits or appurtenances 
thereto utilized to provide electrical service to customers of the City of Newton’s 
electrical distribution system, or to tamper with, alter or injure any meter utilized to 
record electricity consumed by a customer.  Any person found to be in violation of this 
provision shall be subject to the penalties provided for in this Code (See Section 1-1-
20) and shall be reported to the Jasper County State’s Attorney for prosecution for 
tampering under the Illinois Criminal Code.  Additionally, any service that has been 
tampered with shall be disconnected and removed without prior notice.  Service shall 
not be reinstalled or activated until all damages to the City’s equipment, all consumption 
charges, including those for estimated lost consumption, the required service deposit 
and the required reconnection charge have been paid in full. 
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 11-1-6 EXCEPTIONS TO DISCONNECTION OF SERVICE. 
 (A)  No electric service furnished to a residential customer by the City shall 
be terminated for nonpayment of bills on: 

(1) Any day when the national weather service forecast for the 
following twenty-four (24) hours covering the area in which 
the residence is located includes a forecast that the 
temperature will be twenty (20) degrees Fahrenheit or 
below; or 

(2) Any day preceding a holiday or a weekend when such a 
forecast indicates that the temperature will be twenty (20) 
degrees Fahrenheit or below during the holiday or weekend. 

 (B)  Anyone with a serious illness necessitating the need for continuation 
of electric service who is living full time at a residence scheduled for disconnection of 
service may contact a duly licensed physician.  If the City Clerk receives, prior to 
disconnection of service, a written confirmation of the illness from a duly licensed 
physician, the electric service shall not be disconnected for a period of thirty (30) days 
from the day the written confirmation is received by the City Clerk if the customer complies 
with both of the following conditions, to-wit: 

(1) The duly licensed physician’s statement must include the 
name, address and telephone number of the ill person; 
verification that the ill person is a full-time resident of the 
premises; the nature and duration of the illness verifying that 
termination of the electric service in question will create a life-
threatening situation; and the business name and telephone 
number of the certifying physician. 

(2) The customer must make full payment of all delinquent electric 
service charges and all penalties within thirty (30) days after 
the City Clerk’s receipt of the said physician’s written 
confirmation otherwise, the electric service shall be 
disconnected on or after the thirty-first (31st) day after the 
Clerk’s receipt of the said written physician’s confirmation. 

(3) The City reserves the right to verify any and all information 
concerning a customer’s illness. 

 (C)  Any person receiving a disconnection notice who believes there has 
been an error in billing, malfunction of metering equipment or other just cause, may 
request a hearing before the City Council.  A request for hearing by the customer must be 
submitted in writing to the City Clerk before disconnection has occurred.  The hearing will 
take place within fifteen (15) days of the receipt of the customer’s request for hearing.  
A decision will be rendered following the hearing.  A decision will be rendered following the 
hearing.  Until the hearing has been held and decision rendered, the customer’s service will 
not be disconnected.  Should the City Council’s decision after the hearing be to disconnect 
the electric service, the customer will be so notified by written notice not less than seven 
(7) days prior to disconnection of service. 
 

(Unless Otherwise Noted; Ord. No. 01-24; 11-20-01) 
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ARTICLE II – ECONOMIC INCENTIVES 
 
 
 11-2-1 INCENTIVE ESTABLISHED.  The Mayor or other authorized 
office of the City is hereby authorized to negotiate with and offer to any individual, 
association, corporation or other legal entity proposing to come to the City and create 
ten (10) or more new jobs a five (5) year contract which contains the following 
terms: 
 (A)  An employer creating ten (10) or more full-time jobs within the 
first (1st) year of their doing business in the City and retaining those jobs for a 
minimum of five (5) years will be eligible for electric rate discounts as follows: 

(1) Years 1-5 – Industrial Rate which shall be a rate equal to the 
City’s cost from the City’s supplier of electricity. 

(2) Year 6 – Graduated Industrial Rate as defined in the 
following billing rate table: 

 For the first 100 KWH used per month at .125362 
 For the next 150 KWH used per month at .101315 
 For the next 250 KWH used per month at .089705 
 For the next 500 KWH used per month at .083071 
 For all over 1000 KWH used per month at .070135 
 The minimum charge for electricity used for commercial 

purposes shall be Twelve Dollars Fifty-Four Cents 
($12.54) per month for the first one hundred (100) 
KWH. 

 Rates and Charges for Electric System, Utility Taxes 
and Power Cost Adjustment Charges apply as defined in 
the Newton City Code. 

 (Ord. No. 11-3; 04-19-11) 
(3) Year 7 – Commercial Rate as defined in the City Code. 

 (B)  The foregoing rates would not change during the term of the 
contract unless the City’s cost from its supplier, currently Ameren CIPS, changes then 
any increases would be passed on to the customer. 
 (C)  The foregoing discounted rates shall terminate automatically if the 
new employer (1) fails to create ten (10) or more full-time jobs in the City within the 
first (1st) year; (2) fails to retain those ten (10) or more jobs for a minimum of five 
(5) years or (3) fails to meet any other of its obligations to the City.  In the event of 
said termination, the new employer must agree to reimburse the City the difference 
between the discounted electric rate and the normal electric rate that would have been 
charged to the new employer, said difference to be paid to the City within sixty (60) 
days from the date of said termination. 
 

(Ord. No. 05-28; 10-04-05) 
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ARTICLE III - NET METERING POLICY 
 
 

 11-3-1 NET METERING POLICY. 
 (A)  Amendment.  The City hereby adopts the net metering policy 
shown on Exhibit A, and the application shown on Exhibit B, which is attached hereto 
and incorporated herein. 
 (B)  Miscellaneous. 

(1) If any provision or clause of this Article or the applications 
thereof to any person or entity or circumstances is held to 
be unconstitutional otherwise invalid by any court of 
competent jurisdiction, such invalidity shall not affect other 
sections, provisions, clauses, or applications hereof which 
can be implemented without the invalid provision(s), 
clause(s), or application(s) hereof, and to this end the 
provisions and clauses of this Article are declared to be 
severable. 

(2) If the minimum consumption of kwh is not met, the 
minimum consumption charge will still apply. 

 
(Ord. No. 09-10; 07-21-09) 
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EXHIBIT A 
 

CITY OF NEWTON NET METERING POLICY 
 

EFFECTIVE DATE:  JULY 21, 2009 
 

Availability: 
 
The City of Newton (“City”) desires to encourage the use of Renewable Resources by 
supplying a meter to provide the necessary accounting to allow a customer to displace 
electric energy otherwise purchased from the City or to provide electric energy to the 
City (“Net Metering”).  The Net Meter will be available to any electric customer 
connected to Newton’s electric distribution system provided that the customer installs a 
solar, wind, or other city-approved renewable generation resource on the customer’s 
side of the meter, subject to the Application Provisions. 
 
Application Provisions: 
 
A customer must submit the Net Metering Application to the City and receive approval 
from the City before installing an interconnected Renewable Resource on their property.  
Newton may withhold approval if for any reason the requested interconnection would 
result in a negative monetary or physical impact on the City’s electrical system. 
 
By accepting a Net Meter, the customer hereby agrees to the following provisions: 
 
1. A Renewable Resource shall be manufactured and installed to interconnection 

standards that meet or exceed the Institute of Electrical and Electronics 
Engineers, Inc. (IEEE) standard 1547 for Interconnecting Distributed Resources 
with Electric Power Systems and Underwriters Laboratories Inc. (UL) standard 
1741, Inverters, Converters, and Controllers for use in Independent Power 
Systems. 

2. Newton shall have the right to inspect a customer’s generator facility during 
reasonable hours and with reasonable prior notice to the customer.  If the City 
finds that the customer’s generator facility is not in compliance with the 
requirements of the City’s interconnection rules and the standards set forth in 
this Policy, and noncompliance adversely affects the safety or reliability of the 
City’s facilities or other customers’ facilities, the City may require the customer to 
disconnect the facility until compliance is achieved. 

3. If the City disconnects the Renewable Resources, the customer shall receive in a 
timely manner, a written explanation of the disconnection.  The customer shall 
have the right to correct the situation and petition the City to reestablish an 
interconnection. 

4. Newton shall install and maintain a revenue meter for the customer, at the City’s 
expense.  Any subsequent revenue meter change necessitated by the customer, 
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whether because of a decision to stop Net Metering or for any other reason, shall be 
pursuant to the City policy. 

5. The customer will comply with all Newton service and billing requirements. 
6. The customer will comply with all installation, building, and electric codes of the 

City. 
7. The City shall provide Net Metering to eligible customers on a first-come, first-serve 

basis until the load of the City’s Net Metering customers equals 1% of the total peak 
demand supplied by the City during the previous year.  The City may in its sole 
discretion offer Net Metering beyond the 1% level. 

8. A customer facility used for Net Metering shall be equipped with metering 
equipment that can measure flow of electricity in both directions at the same rate.  
For customer facilities less than 40 kilowatts (kW) in rated capacity, this shall be 
accomplished through the use of a single, bi-directional electric revenue meter that 
has only a single register for billing purposes. 

9. Customer shall be solely responsible for all work, and the cost incurred, for 
installation and maintenance of the Renewable Resources. 

 
Inspection: 
 
Upon approval and installation of a Renewable Resource but before interconnection to the 
Net Meter, the City shall inspect the Renewable Resource, installation, and inter connection 
and approve or disapprove the interconnection.  The City may disapprove any final 
interconnection for any reason. 
 
Energy Rates and Payments: 
 
The customer shall be subject to the following provisions for service under this Policy: 
 
1. For all kWh delivered by the City the customer shall pay the normal City rate for 

customers service as if the customer had not installed a Renewable Resource. 
2. The City will apply a 1:1 kWh credit to a subsequent bill for service to the customer 

for the net electricity supplied to the City.  The City shall continue to carry over any 
excess kWh credits earned and apply those credits to a subsequent billing period 
until all credits are used or the end of the fiscal year.  Any remaining credits in the 
customer’s account shall expire at the end of the fiscal year. 

3. Newton reserves the right to interpret, amend or rescind this policy.  Any 
modification of the policy shall become effective the date of its issuance unless 
otherwise noted.  Nothing herein is intended to or should be construed as a 
contractual offer or creating any contractual obligation on the part of the City. (60 
days) 

 
Force Majeure: 
 
Neither the City nor the customer shall be subject to any liability or damages due to the 
liability of Newton to serve the customer’s load due to lack of energy from either the City or 
the Renewable Resource. 
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EXHIBIT B 
 

City of Newton - Electric Department 
Net Metering Application 

For Installation of Customer-Owned, Grid Connected 
Net Metering Systems of 40 kW or Less 

 
A. Applicant Information 
 
Customer-Generator (Name):           
Account No.              
Mailing Address:           Zip Code    
Installation Address (if different)         Zip Code    
Daytime Phone:          Fax      
Email:               
 
B. Electric System Information 
 
1. Identify type of system: □ Solar □ Wind □ Other       
2. Vender Name:            
3. Site Location of system on           
4. System             

Manufacturer & Model #:       Type/Style     
5. Synchronous             

Manufacturer & Model #:           
 Serial Number:            
 Location:  □ Indoor □ Outdoor  Location of property:      
 Nameplate Data:            
 Voltage and Frequency:           
 Operating Power Factor:           
 
C. System Designer & Installation Contractor Information 
 
1. Design             
 Address:           Zip Code    
 Phone:          Fax      
2. Installation Contractor:           
 Address:           Zip Code    
 Phone:          Fax      
 
D. Installation 
 
1. Proposed installation date:           
2. Proposed interconnect date:           
3. Submit/Attach a one-line electrical diagram for proposed Net Metering System, 

including the location of the Renewable Resourse, the inverter, lockable disconnect switch, 
metering points in relation to the City’s Electric System, and the Net Metering Location. 
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E. Interconnection Compliance & Owner Acknowledgement 
 

• Customer-generator shall be solely responsible for obtaining and complying with 
any and all necessary easements, licenses, and permits, or exemptions, as may 
be required by any federal, state, local statutes, regulations, ordinances, or other 
legal mandates. 

• The Customer-generator shall submit documentation to the City that verifies the 
Net Metering System has been inspected and approved by the local permitting 
agency regarding electrical code requirements. 

• Customer-generator shall not commence parallel operations of the Net Metering 
System until written approval of the interconnection has been provided by the 
City. 

• The Renewable Resource must be IEEE 1547 compliant, UL 1741 listed, and 
contain an interconnection discount device that is manual, lockable, visible, and 
accessible. 

 
Signed (Owner):             
 
Date:               
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