
May 9, 2021 
Sixth Sunday of Easter 

 
GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 
 
WELCOME 
 
PRELUDE: Dix (C. Kocher/R. Hudson) 
 
MEDITATION 
 

For the Beauty of the Earth 
Folliott S. Pierpoint 

For the beauty of the earth, 
for the beauty of the skies, 
for the love which from our birth 
over and around us lies: 

For the wonder of each hour 
of the day and of the night, 
hill and vale and tree and flower, 
sun and moon anGathed stars of light: 

For the joy of ear and eye, 
for the heart and mind's delight, 
for the mystic harmony 
linking sense to sound and sight: 

For the joy of human love, 
brother, sister, parent, child, 
friends on earth and friends above; 
for all gentle thoughts and mild: 

For each perfect gift of thine, 
peace on earth and joy in heaven; 
for thyself, best gift divine, 
to our world so freely given: 
 
Christ, our God, to thee we raise 
 this our sacrifice of praise.  



GATHERING SONG: For the Beauty of the Earth (ELW 879) 

  
 
GREETING/ PRAYER OF THE DAY – Todd Mass 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
O God, you have prepared for those who love you joys beyond 
understanding. Pour into our hearts such love for you that, loving you 
above all things, we may obtain your promises, which exceed all we can 
desire; through Jesus Christ, your Son and our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
  



HYMN OF PRAISE: That Priceless Grace (ELW 591) 

 
 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 
THE WORD: Galatians 1:13-17; 2:11-21 – Andrea Peoples 
13You have heard, no doubt, of my earlier life in Judaism. I was violently 
persecuting the church of God and was trying to destroy it. 14I advanced 
in Judaism beyond many among my people of the same age, for I was far 
more zealous for the traditions of my ancestors. 15But when God, who had 
set me apart before I was born and called me through his grace, was 
pleased 16to reveal his Son to me, so that I might proclaim him among the 
Gentiles, I did not confer with any human being, 17nor did I go up to 
Jerusalem to those who were already apostles before me, but I went 
away at once into Arabia, and afterwards I returned to Damascus. 

11But when Cephas came to Antioch, I opposed him to his face, because 
he stood self-condemned; 12for until certain people came from James, he 
used to eat with the Gentiles. But after they came, he drew back and 
kept himself separate for fear of the circumcision faction. 13And the other 
Jews joined him in this hypocrisy, so that even Barnabas was led astray 
by their hypocrisy. 14But when I saw that they were not acting 
consistently with the truth of the gospel, I said to Cephas before them 



all, "If you, though a Jew, live like a Gentile and not like a Jew, how can 
you compel the Gentiles to live like Jews?" 

15We ourselves are Jews by birth and not Gentile sinners; 16yet we know 
that a person is justified not by the works of the law but through faith in 
Jesus Christ. And we have come to believe in Christ Jesus, so that we 
might be justified by faith in Christ, and not by doing the works of the 
law, because no one will be justified by the works of the law. 17But if, in 
our effort to be justified in Christ, we ourselves have been found to be 
sinners, is Christ then a servant of sin? Certainly not! 18But if I build up 
again the very things that I once tore down, then I demonstrate that I am 
a transgressor. 19For through the law I died to the law, so that I might live 
to God. I have been crucified with Christ; 20and it is no longer I who live, 
but it is Christ who lives in me. And the life I now live in the flesh I live 
by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me. 21I do 
not nullify the grace of God; for if justification comes through the law, 
then Christ died for nothing. 

Word of God,  
word of life. 

 
RESPONSE TO THE WORD: Leaning on the Everlasting Arms (Hoffman/Showalter) 
June Condra, Soprano 
 
CHILDREN'S SERMON: Roger Steinke 
  
SERMON 
 
  



HYMN OF THE DAY: For by Grace You Have Been Saved (ELW 598) 

  
 
AN AFFIRMATION OF FAITH –David Freriks 
We are not alone, we live in God's world.  
We believe in God:  

who has created and is creating,  
who has come in Jesus, the Word made flesh, to reconcile and make new,  
who works in us and others by the Spirit.  

We trust in God.  We are called to be the Church:  
to celebrate God's presence,  
to live with respect in Creation,  
to love and serve others,  
to seek justice and resist evil,  
to proclaim Jesus, crucified and risen, our judge and our hope.  



In life, in death, in life beyond death,  
God is with us. We are not alone. Thanks be to God.  
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION – Craig and Jessica Lichtenstein 
Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring our 
prayers before God who promises to hear us and answer in steadfast love. 

Loving God, you call us to be your fruit-bearing church. Strengthen the 
bonds among all Christian churches. Today we pray for the Moravian 
Church, giving thanks for the life and witness of Nicolaus Ludwig von 
Zinzendorf, renewer of the church and hymnwriter. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

Creating God, the earth praises you. The seas roar and the hills sing for 
joy. Fill the earth with your love so that by their song, all creatures of 
land and sea and sky, burrowing and soaring, may call us to join with 
them in praise. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

Faithful Savior, you conquer the world not with weapons but with undying 
love. Plant your word in the hearts of the nations’ leaders and give them your 
Spirit, so that the peoples of the world may live in peace. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

Caring Healer, you forget no one and accompany the lonely. Be present 
with those who are sick or suffering. Provide for those needing homes or 
medical care and point us towards life-changing responses to these needs 
in our own communities. Be with the dying. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

Gracious God, as a mother comforts her child, you comfort us. Bless 
mothers and mothering people in our lives. Comfort those who miss their 
mothers, mothers who grieve, those who grieve because they cannot be 
mothers, and those who have never known a loving mother. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

Gentle Redeemer, all who die in you abide in your presence forever. We 
remember with thanksgiving those who shared your love throughout their 
lives. Keep us united with them in your lasting love. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, trusting in 
your never-ending goodness and mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 



 
PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 

MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 
OFFERING/ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
OFFERTORY:  In the Singing (ELW 466) 

 

 
OFFERING PRAYER 
God of love, you call us beloved children and welcome us to your table. 
Receive our lives and the gifts we offer. Abide with us and send us in service 
to a suffering world; for the sake of your beloved Child, Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 
 
 



THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
Holy, living, and loving God, we praise you for creating the heavens and 
the earth. We bless you for bringing Noah and his family through the 
waters of the flood, for freeing your people Israel from the bonds of 
slavery, and for sending your Son to be our Redeemer. 

We give you thanks for Jesus who, living among us, healed the sick, fed 
the hungry, and with a love stronger than death, gave his life for others. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and 
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and 
eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all 
to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for 
you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Remembering, therefore, his life-giving death and glorious resurrection, 
we await your promised life for all this dying world. 

Breathe your Spirit on us and on this bread and cup: carry us in your arms 
from death to life, that we may live as your chosen ones, clothed in the 
righteousness of Christ. 

Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy 
Spirit, in your holy Church, both now and forever. 
Amen 
 
LORD’S PRAYER –  
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial 

and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 

now and forever. Amen. 



 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
The risen Christ invites us to this table. Come, eat and be satisfied. 
 
COMMUNION 
The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Wellspring of joy, through this meal you have put gladness in our hearts. 
Satisfy the hunger still around us, and send us as joyful witnesses, that 
your love may bring joy to the hearts of all people, through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 
BLESSING 
May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom to know and to love the 

risen Lord Jesus. The God of life, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless 

you now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
  



SENDING SONG: Now Thank We All Our God (ELW 839) 

 
 
DISMISSAL 
Christ is risen. 
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
Go in peace. Share the good news. 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
 
POSTLUDE: Hornpipe (G.F. Handel) 
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