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Shabbat Service - June 13, 2025 - 7:30 p.m.
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measure," or "what goes around comes around." Just as Miriam waited by the waters of the Nile to intervene in the fate
of her brother Moses (Exodus 2:4), so the people now wait for her. Because the girl Miriam waited, the adult Miriam is
blessed by the people waiting for her.

But is middah keneged middah the only reason that the people wait for Miriam? This is the same people who had
recently experienced the catastrophic results of their whining after the foods of Egypt: the plague and deaths in the
wilderness, and the pain of burying their dead. They had felt the terrible power of God's wrath, and now they see God's
wrath strike Miriam. Their whining after food implies their weakness, their short-sightedness and inability to see the big
picture. It would make sense that they would fear that if they showed Miriam mercy, God's wrath might strike them again
too.

Why, then, do the people have the courage to wait for Miriam? When reading this part of our people's story, | am
reminded of Exodus 10:9. When Pharoah gives the Israelite men a chance to escape Egypt, Moses rejects his offer,
saying, "We will all go, young and old; we will go with our sons and our daughters..." And this courageous people is the
People Israel | think of when | read Jeremiah 2:2: "...Thus says the Lord: | remember in your favor the devotion of your
youth, your love as a bride, how you followed me in the wilderness..." | like to think that God remembers us with favor
because the whole people followed God, the old and the young, the men and the women, the sons and the daughters,
and Miriam.

This is a moment of growth in the wilderness. We rebel against God and we are severely punished. We witness Miriam
speak against Moses, and behold her frightening punishment. Yet, despite our weakness and our whining, we do not
abandon Miriam to her punishment. We wait for her. Even Moses, whom she had allegedly wronged, waits for her. And
then we all go on with our wilderness walk - together as a people. We will rebel and be punished again, but in this
moment, | am proud of my people and our courage.

As we walk in this week with our freedom and our newly-gifted Torah, may the Blessed Holy One help us to appreciate
our gifts and our sacred obligation to use them well. May we be blessed with the ability to see who is left out and,
despite our fears, to act with courage to include them.

HOW TO VIEW BETH SHALOM OF WHITTIER ON

Beth Shalom of Whittier has moved its service broadcasts from Facebook to YouTube beginning with the broadcast of services on
May 9, 2025, at 7:25 pm. Here are the simple steps to view services from Beth Shalom of Whittier on YouTube starting that date:

You do not have to sign up or subscribe to YouTube to watch our livestream services or videos on it!

On any computer browser, type in the top search bar: https://www.youtube.com/@BethShalomofWhittier

then hit Enter on your keyboard. That will take you to Beth Shalom of Whittier’s You Tube Channel!

The first video icon there on our video channel will be the one you want to click on and watch. We will generally have a video
icon set at least 20 minutes ahead of the service broadcast time and it will begin at the noted time (7:25 pm, 9:25 am,
etc.). You can click on that icon and wait for the video to start.

Chat Feature on YouTube

Should you wish to use the chat feature on a YouTube livestream, you must have a Gmail email address and password and sign
into YouTube at the top right of the YouTube screen where it says sign-in. If you do not have a Gmail address, you can create one
by clicking on that sign-in at the top right of the YouTube first page and following their instructions. Then each time you watch a
livestream you can sign into YouTube and the chat feature will be on the right side of the video you are watching.




