New Zealand

New Zealand - breathtaking
beauty on the north island
Yachting is as synonymous with New Zealand as is good
wine and spectacular scenery. The small island nation is
surrounded by water, so it’s no surprise that sailing is a
national pastime here. And the sailor’s mecca of Auckland,
New Zealand has hosted the America’s Cup twice. New
Zealand might have a small population, but there’s lots of
big, breathtaking scenery. It’s a haven for those seeking
peace, rejuvenation and relaxation, as well as thrills and
adventure. This island nation oﬀers spectacular vistas not
soon forgotten. South Island has cloud-piercing, snowcapped mountains plunging directly into the sea and is
almost a primeval region, oﬀering pristine coastal and water
views. North Island is characterized by windswept bays
and gulfs sprinkled by volcanic islands - called motus. This
island also boasts the cosmopolitan pleasures of the
nation’s principal city, Auckland. First settled by the Maoris
in their long canoes, this city has grown to be an
international business centre as well as a must-see tourist
destination blessed by a dramatic waterfront setting and a
kindly temperate climate. There are several popular
cruising grounds in New Zealand, including beautiful Bay of
Islands at North Island’s tip and the Marlborough Sounds
on South Island. But, for a combination of stunning natural
scenery, adventure and a dash of fine living ashore, there’s
no better place than Auckland’s Hauraki Gulf oﬀ of the
North Island.

7 Day Sample Itinerary
Day 1 - Auckland to Waiheke Island
Your luxury charter yacht awaits in Auckland - also known as the City
of Sails. Soak up the city’s history and catch a live performance by
Maori dancers at the Auckland Museum. Cast oﬀ for the Hauraki Gulf,
stopping at nearby Waiheke Island, famous for its wineries
Day 2 - Waiheke Island
The Rangitoto volcano dominates the skyline here. Go for a climb and
picnic on its flower-strewn slopes, then spend the afternoon wine
tasting at one of Waiheke Island’s more than two dozen wineries. After
partaking of the local vintages, dine on fresh shellfish at Vino Vino.

Day 2 - Tryphena, Great Barrier Island
Great Barrier is the largest island in the Hauraki Gulf. Pull into
Tryphena, the most populated settlement, and spend the day on wide
Medlands beach or soak in Kaitoke Hot Springs. The bays are perfect
for kayaking, that evening, be grateful for your yacht’s plentiful power,
as the island is oﬀ-grid and has no electricity.

Day 4 - Harataonga Bay, Great Barrier Island
On the eastern side of Great Barrier Island, Harataonga Bay is a bit of
a mission for smaller boats to get to, but a big boat can do it easily.
Thankfully, this means that not many people go there, and this
isolation is part of the appeal. There’s a beautiful 1,300 foot-plus
beach - and when the weather is just right, it is simply magical. Enjoy
dinner on deck in this isolated wonderland.

Day 5 - Kawau Island
Circling back around the Hauraki Gulf will bring you to Kawau Island.
There you can tour Mansion House, the handsome Victorian home of
the late 19th-century New Zealand governor, Sir George Grey, while
keeping an eye out for the wallabies and peacocks that live in the
gardens. Enjoy dinner at the Beach House on Kauai Island.

Day 6 - Whangaparaoa
See orcas, dolphins and whales oﬀ of Whangaparaoa. In the
northwestern arm of Whangaparaoa harbour is a good holding
anchorage with serene water. You can take a kayak up into the
mangroves and go up stream, or do brush walks. Three hours north is
Kauri Cliﬀs, rated one of the world’s top 100 golf courses, so after
exploring you can relax with a game, then soak in the hot tub on your
yacht as dusk falls.

Day 7 - Auckland
Sail back to Auckland and spend the morning browsing the shops in the
charming Devonport neighbourhood. Enjoy a final brunch on board your
yacht before bidding adieu to these beautiful cruising grounds.

