SCRIPTURE READINGS FOR WEDDINGS
(Revised 160825)

Couples, the draft of the ceremony I originally sent you has two frequently used passages from the Bible
about the kind of love you must have for a long and God-honoring marriage, but you are encouraged to
read the scriptures below and if you prefer, you may choose one or two of these readings instead. Some
of them are a bit long, so I can edit them to be shorter at your request. (If you choose a passage that is
longer than some others, you might decide to have only that one reading—but it is up to you.)
These first two Passages contain the verses from your draft ceremony which are indicated in italics,
but these sections give you their larger context. Some of my personal favorites are in blue font.
1 Corinthians 13:1-13
If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I am only a resounding gong or a
clanging cymbal. If I have the gift of prophecy and can fathom all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I
have a faith that can move mountains, but have not love, I am nothing. If I give all I possess to the poor
and surrender my body to the flames, but have not love, I gain nothing. Love is patient, love is kind. It
does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. It is not rude, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily
angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. It always
protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres. Love never fails.
But where there are prophecies, they will cease; where there are tongues, they will be stilled; where there
is knowledge, it will pass away. For we know in part and we prophesy in part, but when perfection comes,
the imperfect disappears. When I was a child, I talked like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a
child. When I became a man, I put childish ways behind me. Now we see but a poor reflection as in a
mirror; then we shall see face to face. Now I know in part; then I shall know fully, even as I am fully
known. And now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But the greatest of these is love.
Colossians 3:12-17
Therefore, as God's chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness,
humility, gentleness and patience. Bear with each other and forgive whatever grievances you may have
against one another. Forgive as the Lord forgave you. And over all these virtues put on love, which binds
them all together in perfect unity. Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of one
body you were called to peace. And be thankful. Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly as you teach
and admonish one another with all wisdom, and as you sing psalms, hymns and spiritual songs with
gratitude in your hearts to God. And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of
the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.
Passages About Love
Romans 12:1-2, 9-18 (let love be genuine)
12 Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as a living
sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God—this is your true and proper worship. 2 Do not conform to the pattern
of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve
what God’s will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will.
9
Love must be sincere. Hate what is evil; cling to what is good. 10 Be devoted to one another in love.
Honor one another above yourselves. 11 Never be lacking in zeal, but keep your spiritual fervor, serving
the Lord. 12 Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer. 13 Share with the Lord’s people who
are in need. Practice hospitality.
14
Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse. 15 Rejoice with those who rejoice; mourn with
those who mourn. 16 Live in harmony with one another. Do not be proud, but be willing to associate with
people of low position.[c] Do not be conceited.
17
Do not repay anyone evil for evil. Be careful to do what is right in the eyes of everyone. 18 If it is
possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with everyone.
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1 Peter 4:8-11
8
Above all, love each other deeply, because love covers over a multitude of sins. 9 Offer hospitality to one
another without grumbling. 10 Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve others, as
faithful stewards of God’s grace in its various forms. 11 If anyone speaks, they should do so as one who
speaks the very words of God. If anyone serves, they should do so with the strength God provides, so that
in all things God may be praised through Jesus Christ. To him be the glory and the power for ever and
ever. Amen.
1 John 3:18-24 (love in truth and action)
18
Dear children, let us not love with words or speech but with actions and in truth.
19
This is how we know that we belong to the truth and how we set our hearts at rest in his presence: 20 If
our hearts condemn us, we know that God is greater than our hearts, and he knows everything. 21 Dear
friends, if our hearts do not condemn us, we have confidence before God 22 and receive from him anything
we ask, because we keep his commands and do what pleases him. 23 And this is his command: to believe
in the name of his Son, Jesus Christ, and to love one another as he commanded us. 24 The one who keeps
God’s commands lives in him, and he in them. And this is how we know that he lives in us: We know it
by the Spirit he gave us.
1 John 4:7-16 (let us love one another, for love is of God)
7
Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God. Everyone who loves has been born of
God and knows God. 8 Whoever does not love does not know God, because God is love. 9 This is how
God showed his love among us: He sent his one and only Son into the world that we might live through
him. 10 This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice
for our sins. 11 Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. 12 No one has ever
seen God; but if we love one another, God lives in us and his love is made complete in us.
13
This is how we know that we live in him and he in us: He has given us of his Spirit. 14 And we have
seen and testify that the Father has sent his Son to be the Savior of the world. 15 If anyone acknowledges
that Jesus is the Son of God, God lives in them and they in God. 16 And so we know and rely on the love
God has for us.
Ecclesiastes 4:9-12 (Two are better than one, but with God to make it three, that is the best)
Two are better than one, because they have a good return for their work: If one falls down, his friend can
help him up. But pity the man who falls and has no one to help him up!
Also, if two lie down together, they will keep warm. But how can one keep warm alone?
Though one may be overpowered, two can defend themselves. A cord of three strands is not quickly
broken.
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Song of Solomon 2:10-13; 8:6-7
My beloved spoke and said to me,
“Arise, my darling,
my beautiful one, come with me.
11
See! The winter is past;
the rains are over and gone.
12
Flowers appear on the earth;
the season of singing has come,
the cooing of doves
is heard in our land.
13

The fig tree forms its early fruit;
the blossoming vines spread their fragrance.
Arise, come, my darling;
my beautiful one, come with me.”
Chapter 8
6

Place me like a seal over your heart,
like a seal on your arm;
for love is as strong as death,
its jealousy unyielding as the grave.
It burns like blazing fire,
like a mighty flame.
7
Many waters cannot quench love;
rivers cannot sweep it away.
If one were to give all the wealth of one’s house for love,
it would be utterly scorned.

Passages About Marriage
Genesis 1:26-28, 31
26
Then God said, “Let us make humankind in our image, in our likeness, so that they may rule over the
fish in the sea and the birds in the sky, over the livestock and all the wild animals,[a] and over all the
creatures that move along the ground.”
27
So God created mankind in his own image,
in the image of God he created them;
male and female he created them.
28
God blessed them and said to them, “Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth and subdue it.
Rule over the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky and over every living creature that moves on the
ground.” 31 God saw all that he had made, and it was very good. And there was evening, and there was
morning—the sixth day.
Genesis 2:18-24
The LORD God said, "It is not good for the man to be alone. I will make a helper suitable for him." Now
the LORD God had formed out of the ground all the beasts of the field and all the birds of the air. He
brought them to the man to see what he would name them; and whatever the man called each living
creature, that was its name. So the man gave names to all the livestock, the birds of the air and all the
beasts of the field. But for Adam no suitable helper was found. So the LORD God caused the man to fall
into a deep sleep; and while he was sleeping, he took one of the man's ribs and closed up the place with
flesh. Then the LORD God made a woman from the rib he had taken out of the man, and he brought her
to the man.
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The man said, "This is now bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh; she shall be called 'woman,' for she
was taken out of man."
For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and they will become one
flesh.
Ruth 1:16-17b
16
But Ruth replied, “Don’t urge me to leave you or to turn back from you. Where you go I will go, and
where you stay I will stay. Your people will be my people and your God my God. 17 Where you die I will
die, and there I will be buried.
Mark 10:6-9
Jesus said, "But at the beginning of creation God 'made them male and female.'' For this reason a man will
leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and the two will become one flesh.' So they are no
longer two, but one. Therefore what God has joined together, let man not separate."
Ephesians 5:21-33
21
Out of respect for Christ, be courteously reverent to one another.
22-24
Wives, understand and support your husbands in ways that show your support for Christ. The
husband provides leadership to his wife the way Christ does to his church, not by domineering but by
cherishing. So just as the church submits to Christ as he exercises such leadership, wives should likewise
submit to their husbands.
25-28
Husbands, go all out in your love for your wives, exactly as Christ did for the church—a love
marked by giving, not getting. Christ’s love makes the church whole. His words evoke her beauty.
Everything he does and says is designed to bring the best out of her, dressing her in dazzling white silk,
radiant with holiness. And that is how husbands ought to love their wives. They’re really doing
themselves a favor—since they’re already “one” in marriage.
29-33
No one abuses his own body, does he? No, he feeds and pampers it. That’s how Christ treats us,
the church, since we are part of his body. And this is why a man leaves father and mother and cherishes
his wife. No longer two, they become “one flesh.” This is a huge mystery, and I don’t pretend to
understand it all. What is clearest to me is the way Christ treats the church. And this provides a good
picture of how each husband is to treat his wife, loving himself in loving her, and how each wife is to
honor her husband.
Hebrews 13:4-7
Marriage should be honored by all, and the marriage bed kept pure, for God will judge the adulterer and
all the sexually immoral. Keep your lives free from the love of money and be content with what you have,
because God has said, "Never will I leave you; never will I forsake you." So we say with confidence,
"The Lord is my helper; I will not be afraid. What can man do to me?" Remember your leaders, who
spoke the word of God to you. Consider the outcome of their way of life and imitate their faith.

John 2:1-11 (the wedding at Cana)
On the third day a wedding took place at Cana in Galilee. Jesus’ mother was there, 2 and Jesus and his
disciples had also been invited to the wedding. 3 When the wine was gone, Jesus’ mother said to him,
“They have no more wine.”
4
“Woman,[a] why do you involve me?” Jesus replied. “My hour has not yet come.”
5
His mother said to the servants, “Do whatever he tells you.”
4
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Nearby stood six stone water jars, the kind used by the Jews for ceremonial washing, each holding from
twenty to thirty gallons.[b]
7
Jesus said to the servants, “Fill the jars with water”; so they filled them to the brim.
8
Then he told them, “Now draw some out and take it to the master of the banquet.”
They did so, 9 and the master of the banquet tasted the water that had been turned into wine. He did not
realize where it had come from, though the servants who had drawn the water knew. Then he called the
bridegroom aside 10 and said, “Everyone brings out the choice wine first and then the cheaper wine after
the guests have had too much to drink; but you have saved the best till now.”
11
What Jesus did here in Cana of Galilee was the first of the signs through which he revealed his glory;
and his disciples believed in him.

Passages About Life Relevant to Marriage
Matthew 7:24-27 (A wise person/couple builds their life on a solid foundation which is Christ)
Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them into practice is like a wise man who
built his house on the rock. The rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds blew and beat against
that house; yet it did not fall, because it had its foundation on the rock. But everyone who hears these
words of mine and does not put them into practice is like a foolish man who built his house on sand. The
rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds blew and beat against that house, and it fell with a great
crash."
Psalm 34 (The Lord is good and can be trusted, so base your life on his ways)
I will praise the LORD at all times;
his praise will always be on my lips.
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Taste and see that the LORD is good;
blessed is the one who takes refuge in him.
9
Fear the LORD, you his holy people,
for those who fear him lack nothing.
10
The lions may grow weak and hungry,
but those who seek the LORD lack no good thing.
11
Come, my children, listen to me;
I will teach you the fear of the LORD.
12
Whoever of you loves life
and desires to see many good days,
13
keep your tongue from evil
and your lips from telling lies.
14
Turn from evil and do good;
seek peace and pursue it.

Joshua 24:15 (Others may choose to live however they want, but we will live for the Lord)
But if serving the LORD seems undesirable to you, then choose for yourselves this day whom you will
serve, whether the gods your forefathers served beyond the River, or the gods of the Amorites, in whose
land you are living. But as for me and my household, we will serve the LORD."
Psalm 37:3-7 (trust in the Lord)
Trust in the LORD and do good;
dwell in the land and enjoy safe pasture.
5
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Take delight in the LORD,
and he will give you the desires of your heart.
5
Commit your way to the LORD;
trust in him and he will do this:
6
He will make your righteous reward shine like the dawn,
your vindication like the noonday sun.
7
Be still before the LORD
and wait patiently for him;
do not fret when people succeed in their ways,
when they carry out their wicked schemes.
Matthew 5:13-16 (you are the light; let your light so shine)
13
“You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt loses its saltiness, how can it be made salty again? It is no
longer good for anything, except to be thrown out and trampled underfoot.
14
“You are the light of the world. A town built on a hill cannot be hidden. 15 Neither do people light a
lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the house.
16
In the same way, let your light shine before others, that they may see your good deeds and glorify your
Father in heaven.
Matthew 22:35-40 (the greatest commandment in all the Bible)
35
One of them, an expert in the law, tested Jesus with this question: 36 “Teacher, which is the greatest
commandment in the Law?”
37
Jesus replied: “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your
mind.’ 38 This is the first and greatest commandment. 39 And the second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor as
yourself.’ 40 All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments.”
John 15:9-17 (as the Father has loved me, so I have loved you—and so you are to love one another)
(Jesus said,) 9 “As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Now remain in my love. 10 If you
keep my commands, you will remain in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commands and remain in
his love. 11 I have told you this so that my joy may be in you and that your joy may be complete. 12 My
command is this: Love each other as I have loved you. 13 Greater love has no one than this: to lay down
one’s life for one’s friends. 14 You are my friends if you do what I command. 15 I no longer call you
servants, because a servant does not know his master’s business. Instead, I have called you friends, for
everything that I learned from my Father I have made known to you. 16 You did not choose me, but I
chose you and appointed you so that you might go and bear fruit—fruit that will last—and so that
whatever you ask in my name the Father will give you. 17 This is my command: Love each other.

Romans 8:31-38 (nothing will separate us from the love of Christ)
If God is for us, who can be against us? Since he did not spare even his own Son for us, but gave him
up for us all, will he not also surely give us everything else? Who dares accuse us whom God has chosen
for his own? Will God? No! He is the one who has forgiven us and given us right standing with himself.
Who then will condemn us? Will Christ? No! For he is the one who died for us and came back to life
again for us and is sitting at the place of highest honor next to God, pleading for us there in heaven. Who
then can ever keep Christ's love from us? Shall trouble or hardship or persecution or famine or nakedness
or danger or sword? No, for the Scriptures tell us that for his sake we must be ready to face death at every
moment of the day; but despite all this, overwhelming victory is ours through Christ who loved us enough
to die for us.
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For I am convinced that nothing can ever separate us from his love. Death can't, and life can't. The angels
won't, and all the powers of hell itself cannot keep God's love away. Our fears for today, our worries about
tomorrow, or where we are-- high above the sky, or in the deepest ocean-- nothing will ever be able to
separate us from the love of God demonstrated by our Lord Jesus Christ.
Ephesians 3:14-19 (the Father from whom every family is named)
14
For this reason I kneel before the Father, 15 from whom every family[a] in heaven and on earth derives
its name. 16 I pray that out of his glorious riches he may strengthen you with power through his Spirit in
your inner being, 17 so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith. And I pray that you, being
rooted and established in love, 18 may have power, together with all the Lord’s holy people, to grasp how
wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ, 19 and to know this love that surpasses
knowledge—that you may be filled to the measure of all the fullness of God.
Proverbs 3:1-6 (How to Be Wise)
You who would be wise, do not forget my teaching,
but keep my commands in your heart,
2
for they will prolong your life many years
and bring you peace and prosperity.
3
Let love and faithfulness never leave you;
bind them around your neck,
write them on the tablet of your heart.
4
Then you will win favor and a good name
in the sight of God and man.
5
Trust in the LORD with all your heart
and lean not on your own understanding;
6
in all your ways submit to him,
and he will make your paths straight.
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