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[bookmark: _Hlk191395563]“Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.” (2 Corinthians 1:2, NRSVUE) (2) Amen.
It was yet again, just this past week, that I was simply doing too much. At times I was really losing focus on what was right in front of me. Of course, I was doing right by spending time with people listening in and creating relationships, offering new Virtual Reality experiences, calling, texting, and emailing folks to keep in touch, coordinating things, studying and typing to submit my final for Worship Class, having my Internship Orientation on Zoom, preparing bulletins, sorting food for the food pantry, and even working on this very Sermon. Now, unfortunately with all of this, I also had to scale back and cancel Bible Study and Faith Discussions, and even a few other things that I had hoped to get done. There was just too much on my plate. Although, I finally found a way to get out to golf and cut the grass for the first time, I got to tear out that dead bush in the yard, and I even started reading a new book. I admit that I was just too busy at times, too focused yet unfocused, but not in a bad or horrible way, but in a way that I was really not seeing and hearing everything that was right in front of me at certain moments. As much as I was doing for others, I also realized I needed to pull back and relax a bit, or even do something different to recharge my battery and give myself a chance to have an alternative lens to focus through.
One of my many blessings this week happened to be through another chance encounter with a hospice patient. It was with her that I was indeed reminded to slow down a bit, to really take things in and listen, and to even take things in through that alternative lens. I was not just simply teaching her this as I sat at her bedside and listened in to all that she was thinking or even experiencing with her health continuing to decline and with her questioning why she is even still here. I was reframing and reminding her, and even myself, of what we needed to do or live into and understand as servants of God. We were walking on a road together and talking, and we were listening to one another. I offered to pick up her Bible at her bedside, as I had in the past, and I read this Gospel Text with all her notes, underlines, and highlights. The New King James Version read out loud sounded very different, yet the same as what I had already been studying this week. We lived into it, and we experienced something holy different together, and not just on our own. It was then that I think we both truly realized that we were indeed on our very own Road to Emmaus, and yet I am not sure either one of us had even realized it. We were both talking as if we were walking away from the great tragedies of life, being overwhelmed by schedules and being concerned about life and death, and we were busy questioning and trying to really figure things out, and yet we were trying to do it on our own. The best part was that when we finally realized that we were both blessed to have Christ walking right alongside of us the entire time things found a way of having a new sense of calm, purpose, clarity, and comfort. We indeed rejoiced because we were thankful for all that Christ had done, and is continuing to do for us, through us, and in us. What a blessing it was to be on that Emmaus Road, even if it happened to be in Cape May Court House on that day.
So, trying to focus more intentionally, and live into our texts more and more each week, has been something I have really been working at. I know at times it may even seem rather goofy or awkward. However, I will tell you that it has helped me wrestle with things more, it has helped me bring things into perspective more, and it has things seem much more alive and relatable. At any point in life, I know that I have been a character or two in each and every single story. Let alone I continually shake my head as I realize there is so much more than we ever read or see at surface level when we look at all these stories. That is why it is a blessing to read and listen to a story more than once, and even from a different perspective or translation. That way we can really catch the message and hear it, and even live into it. That is indeed the blessing of scripture, for it is truly alive and active, and it is not just some history in a book that we happen to peruse. When we really do live into these stories with others, when we put ourselves on Emmaus Road, then the story comes alive. We are reminded that we do not do any of this alone, whether we happen to invite Christ in or not, because he just happens to enter our space and conversation, because that is truly who our God is!
Okay, so I cancelled Bible Study and Faith Discussions because I was a bit overwhelmed or too busy. I cancelled Bible Study and Faith Discussions just like these two disciples could have cancelled this stranger, this outsider, this guy that just happened to jump into their conversation with them practically out of nowhere. Could we imagine how different this story would have been if they did not let this guy, the resurrected Christ, enter the fold? Could we imagine how different things would have been if it was just the two of them that continued on running away from things without an experience like no other? Could we imagine them not turning back and proclaiming the resurrection in an entirely different light? Could we imagine how different my week and my life, and especially the lives of others, would have been if I had kept Bible Study and Faith Discussions as scheduled? Just maybe we could have had time together to live into our continued studies and breakdown of The Lord’s Prayer. Just maybe we would have come into an entirely different focus, and seen things with an alternative lens. There of course is always a what if to every scenario, but there is also a danger in forcing things. And it is here on this Road to Emmaus that nothing was forced, and this chance encounter and experience was woven together so intricately, and it happened so intimately and perfectly. There is another time for Bible Study and Faith Discussions, and I am happy I did not force it. However, there may never be another chance for an encounter like this on Emmaus Road, and we need to make sure that we pay attention and don’t miss out on it.
So, what is this alternative lens talk that I keep bringing up? What does it mean for us, and what does it mean for our story here today? To help me with this point I am going to tag Micah Krey in a few times, and utilize his thoughts as he has written them down so eloquently in his Preaching Commentary. First off, “The cross, which (these disciples) understood as the end of hope, becomes part of God’s unfolding promise. The suffering they saw as failure becomes the very means of redemption. The story they told, while not entirely wrong, was too narrow to hold what God was actually doing.” (4) There is indeed an alternative lens to look into and experience things, and we are all reminded that “The good news here is not simply that Jesus is risen. The good news is that the risen Christ comes alongside us in the middle of our storytelling, not to invalidate it, but to walk with us long enough to reframe it.” (4) We can try and live into the law and the boundaries of life while failing time and time again, or we can live into Christ and find victory, for he has done everything for us. We are forever reminded that he is always with us on each and every one of our Emmaus Roads. The blessing we continually have is that Jesus invites us to be together, to share the Word with one another, to break bread and taste and see all that is good, and then to go out and offer that same peace and joy to others. In this continued Easter Season, in this time of the Resurrection our hope lives on, and we announce and proclaim Christ is Risen… He is Risen Indeed!!!
Alleluia and Amen.















Luke 24:13-35 (NRSVUE)
     The colorful story of Jesus’ appearance to two disciples on the road to Emmaus 
     answers the question of how Jesus is to be recognized among us. Here, he is 
     revealed through the scriptures and in the breaking of bread.

     13 Now on that same day two [disciples] were going to a village called Emmaus, 
     about seven miles from Jerusalem, 14 and talking with each other about all these 
     things that had happened. 15 While they were talking and discussing, Jesus 
     himself came near and went with them, 16 but their eyes were kept from 
     recognizing him. 17 And he said to them, “What are you discussing with each 
     other while you walk along?” They stood still, looking sad. 18 Then one of them, 
     whose name was Cleopas, answered him, “Are you the only stranger in 
     Jerusalem who does not know the things that have taken place there in these 
     days?” 19 He asked them, “What things?” They replied, “The things about Jesus 
     of Nazareth, who was a prophet mighty in deed and word before God and all the 
     people, 20 and how our chief priests and leaders handed him over to be 
     condemned to death and crucified him. 21 But we had hoped that he was the one 
     to redeem Israel. Yes, and besides all this, it is now the third day since these 
     things took place. 22 Moreover, some women of our group astounded us. They 
     were at the tomb early this morning, 23 and when they did not find his body there 
     they came back and told us that they had indeed seen a vision of angels who 
     said that he was alive. 24 Some of those who were with us went to the tomb and 
     found it just as the women had said, but they did not see him.” 25 Then he said to 
     them, “Oh, how foolish you are and how slow of heart to believe all that the 
     prophets have declared! 26 Was it not necessary that the Messiah should suffer 
     these things and then enter into his glory?” 27 Then beginning with Moses and all 
     the prophets, he interpreted to them the things about himself in all the scriptures.
  
     28 As they came near the village to which they were going, he walked ahead as if 
     he were going on. 29 But they urged him strongly, saying, “Stay with us, because 
     it is almost evening and the day is now nearly over.” So he went in to stay with 
     them. 30 When he was at the table with them, he took bread, blessed and broke 
     it, and gave it to them. 31 Then their eyes were opened, and they recognized him, 
     and he vanished from their sight. 32 They said to each other, “Were not our 
     hearts burning within us while he was talking to us on the road, while he was 
     opening the scriptures to us?” 33 That same hour they got up and returned to 
     Jerusalem, and they found the eleven and their companions gathered together. 
     34 They were saying, “The Lord has risen indeed, and he has appeared to 
     Simon!” 35 Then they told what had happened on the road and how he had been 
     made known to them in the breaking of the bread.
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