MINUTES OF REGULAR SESSION OF COUNCIL
November 19, 2025
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Regular session of Borough Council convened at 6:00 pm with the Pledge of Allegiance. Present were Councilors Elizabeth Lape, Tim Sloss, Michael Zrenchak, David Sowa, Janice Matyasovsky, Chris Ponchak, Solicitor Matt Racunas, Mayor Larry Sikorski and Borough Engineer Lou Corrales.

PUBLIC COMMENT: 

SCOTT DECECCO 2800 E STREET: Mr. DeCecco stated that he has been a Liberty Borough resident for over 60 years, a homeowner for more than 40 years, and that his family name has been part of the community since the 1930s. He noted that his grandfather once served as a constable in the borough.
Mr. DeCecco inquired about the number of delinquent residential and commercial tax accounts and the total amount owed. Mr. Zrenchak advised that the borough will receive an updated list containing that information. He added that the list needs to be reviewed and cleaned up to remove outdated items and entries that should no longer be included.

MARY BOUCHES 3248 OVERLOOK DRIVE: Ms. Bouches reported that American Water has issued a rate increase and encouraged residents to submit complaints to the Public Utility Commission. She expressed concern that the increase would fund executive pay raises rather than being used for necessary maintenance.
Mr. Zrenchak noted that he works in the same industry and stated that, in his understanding, American Water is implementing the rate increase to cover the cost of supplies related to its ongoing acquisitions.

DONNIE RUDBERG 605 SCENE RIDGE ROAD: Mr. Rudberg asked whether he could schedule a meeting with all members of Council to address several unresolved matters. Mr. Zrenchak responded that he would contact the Borough Solicitor, Mr. Racunas, to arrange a meeting, noting that the issue is currently in litigation.


BLIGHT COMMITTEE: Amanda Rausch
No Report.
PROPERTY:  Chris Ponchak 
Motion to approve the sale of 523 and 525 Scene Ridge Drive and 3200 Jeffrey Drive pending review and signature of agreement.
Motion:  Mr. Sowa 	Second: Mrs. Matyasovsky
	All in favor. Motion carries.


POLICE, FIRE and EMS:  Michael Zrenchak
Fire Department Report for October 2025 submitted by Fire Chief Corey Derr: 

	
	Alarm system activation, no fire – unintentional		3
	Alarm system sounded due to malfunction			1
Building fire							3
	Carbon monoxide detector activation, no CO			2
	Cover assignment, standby, move up				2
Dispatched and cancelled en route			           13
Gas leak (natural gas or LPG)					1
Motor vehicle accident with no injuries			2
Search for person on land					1
Smoke scare, odor of smoke					1
			Total Incidents			           29


Mr. Ponchak read the EMS Report for October 2025. The average response time was 9.4 minutes


Chief Ralph Marsico submitted the Police Report for October 2025.

	
	911 Hang Up							1		
	Alarm – Commercial Burglary				1
	Alarm – Unk Audible						1
	Assault							1
	Breathing Problems – E0					1
	CCR Number Request						1
	Check the Welfare						1
	Crash - Injuries						1
	Crash – No Injuries						2
	Crash – Unknown						1
	Detail – Police							2
	Disabled Vehicle						1
	Drugs – Use or possession					1
	Fire Alarm – Residential					1
	Follow up – Police						1
	Found – Drugs/Paraphernalia					2
	Found – Property						1
	Fraud Report							1
	Illegal Hunting 						1
	Injured Animal						1
	Non-Dangerous Animal					1
Other								1
Parking Complaint						2
Past Animal Attack – EMS Needed				1
Past Harassment						2
PFA Service							2
Phone Call – Police						2
Physical Disturbance						1
Physical Domestic Disturbance				4
Police Park and Walk						5
Rescue – E2							1
Security Escort						1
Seizure E1							1
Shots Fired Suspect Seen					1
Sick 								3
Suspicious Person						1
Suspicious Vehicle						2
Theft 								1
Traffic Complaint						1
	Traffic Post – Police						3
	Traffic Stop						           32
	Trauma E3							1
	Unconscious - E0						1
	Unknown – E2						1
Unwanted Person						2
Verbal Disturbance						1
Verbal Domestic						2
Verbal Domestic Disturbance					2		
	Weapon Incident						1
                                        Total Incidents			          102




LEGISLATION:  Janice Matyasovsky

No Report.


PARKS & RECREATION:  David Sowa

Liberty Borough Light Up Night will be 5:00 pm - 7:30 pm. 

Mr. Sowa let everyone know we need volunteers for Light Up Night. 

Just on the agenda so not forgotten about: Light Up Night December 13, 2025.



HEALTH & ORDINANCE: Chris Ponchak 

Motion to adopt the Borough of Liberty Poultry Ordinance 2025-02.

Motion did not carry.
	



LIGHTS:  Michael Matlos

No Report.



FINANCE:  Michael Zrenchak

Motion to adopt the 2026 Budget. 

Motion:  Mr. Sloss 	Second:  Mr. Ponchak
	All in favor. Motion carries.


Motion to adopt the 2026 tax rate ordinance 2025-03 at 9 mills. This will be a 1 mill increase.

Motion:  Mr. Ponchak 	Second:  Mr. Sowa
	All in favor. Motion carries.



Motion to Pay: Bills for Ratification in the amount of $   74,748.96   and List of Bills to Pay     $ 154,914.43.
	
Motion:  Mr. Sloss 	Second:  Mr. Sowa
	All in favor. Motion carries.

PERSONNEL:  Tim Sloss

Motion to accept the resignation of Officer William Tomosky effective October 23, 2025.

Motion:  Mr. Ponchak 	Second:  Mr. Sowa
	All in favor. Motion carries.


Motion to ratify the hiring of part time police officer Brian Marckisotto effective November 12, 2025.

Motion:  Mr. Ponchak 	Second:  Mrs. Lape
	All in favor. Motion carries.


Motion to ratify the hiring of part time police officer Donovan Rosas effective November 11, 2025.

Motion:  Mr. Ponchak 	Second:  Mrs. Matyasovsky
	All in favor. Motion carries.




STREETS AND SEWERS: Tim Sloss

No Report.



MAYOR’S REPORT:  Larry Sikorski, Mayor 

Mayor Sikorski presented a graph provided by Chief Marsico, outlining the time periods during which police call activity is the highest.


SOLICITOR’S REPORT:  Mr. Racunas

No Report.







ENGINEER’S REPORT:  Lou Corrales

Motion to pay Green Acres Contracting Company in the amount of $37,900.00 for the installation of the new Liberty Way guiderail. 
Motion:  Mr. Sloss 	Second:  Mr. Sowa
	All in favor. Motion carries.

Motion to pay Plavchak Construction Company in the amount of $35,768.00 for the Borough of Liberty 2025 Community Building Improvements.

Motion:  Mr. Ponchak 	Second:  Mr. Sloss
	All in favor. Motion carries.

2025 GEDTF – Liberty Borough Storm Inlet Project
· Scope: Replacement of 23 aging and deteriorated storm inlets to improve stormwater drainage, reduce flooding, and protect roadway integrity.
· Benefits: Meets current safety and environmental standards, improves public safety, and extends infrastructure lifespan.
· Status: Grant application submitted.
Budget:
· Construction – $176,500
· Engineering – $17,650
· Administration Fee – $3,530
Total Project Cost – $197,680

CD 51 – Paving Project
· Streets applied for: Spring Street, Memory Lane, Jeffrey Drive, Short Street
· Grant Award: $40,000 received
· Action Needed: Council discussion on how to proceed with project scope and matching funds.
Guiderails – Glenn Avenue to Liberty Way
· Status: Complete
· Contractor: Green Acres
· We will need a motion to pay Green Acres invoice in the amount of $37,900.00.
2024 Act 152
· Liberty Borough Has been awarded $81,000 for the following properties 
· [bookmark: _Hlk207106872]2720 Washington Blvd. 201 Latrobe St. 309 and 221 South Allegheny Dr.

2024 LSA – Municipal Building Renovations
· Application submitted for renovation of the Borough Building and EMS Building
· Requested Grant Amount: $368,550.00

2024 GEDTF – 179 Community Building Improvements
· Awarded Amount: $50,000
· Bids Opened: July 8, 2025
· Contractor Awarded: Plavchak Construction – $46,800.00
· We will need a motion at the regular meeting on November 19, 2025 to pay Plavchak Construction in the amount of $35,768.00.

GTRP Park Grant – Lou Wunderley Park
· Purpose: Parks, Recreation, or Trails improvements
· Status: Glenn Engineering has Submitted the grant application
· Requirement: 15% matching funds

PA Small Water & Sewer Grant
· Application Submitted: By April 30, 2025 deadline
· Project Scope:
· Replace concrete storm vault at Elizabeth Street
· Replace 603 lineal feet of 48” storm sewer pipe and manhole
· Maximum Allowable Project Cost: $500,000
Budget:
· Construction – $424,700
· Engineering – $42,470
· Administration – $8,494
· Contingency – $21,235
Total Project Cost – $496,899
· Reimbursement: All above costs are eligible
· Match Requirement: 15% minimum
· Borough Commitment: $100,000.00 (20.2% match) to improve grant award chances
2025 LSA Streetscape Project
Glenn Engineering is in the process of applying for Liberty Way from Southern Avenue to Latrobe Way. This will include new sidewalks and street reconstruction.
2025 LSA Borough Building Roof Replacement
Glenn Engineering is in the process of applying to replace the borough building roof. 

OLD BUSINESS:
No Report.


NEW BUSINESS:

Motion to advertise the Liberty Borough Council Meetings for 2026.

Motion:  Mrs. Lape 	Second:  Mr. Sowa
	All in favor. Motion carries.


Motion to advertise the 2024 completed audit.

Motion:  Mr. Sowa 	Second:  Mr. Sloss
	All in favor. Motion carries.


CORRESPONDENCE:

Motion to accept the typed minutes from the October 22, 2025, regular meeting.

Motion:  Mr. Sowa		Second:  Mrs. Lape
	All in favor. Motion carries.


Next meeting dates/times:  Workshop Session Meeting – Wednesday, December 3, 2025 at 6:00 pm, and the Regular Session Meeting -- Wednesday, December 17, 2025, at 6:00 pm.


Motion to adjourn.

Motion:  Mrs. Lape 	Second:  Mr. Ponchak
	All in favor. Motion carries.


Meeting adjourned at 6:20 p.m.

Respectfully submitted by:
Rachael Waltonbaugh
Secretary/Treasurer	
