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A Strategic Plan for MCS
Superintendent Message
The Marathon Central School District has always strived to provide our
students with the best education possible. We realize that it is harder and
harder for our children to remain competitive in the work force and in the
field of continued education. We also recognize that we have a wealth of
knowledge and understanding of the world around us right here in our own
backyard. Keeping those two thoughts in mind, it was time to re-engineer our
district mission and vision and create a strategic plan that will help focus and
guide us as we educate our students. The purpose of this plan is to help all
students graduate from Marathon Central School District with the skills and
knowledge that they will need to be successful with any career path they
choose and to provide them with unlimited possibilities.

Strategic Planning Process
The Marathon Central School District decided to establish a long range
plan that would guide the decision making process of the school. The district chose to embark on a process that was open, transparent and inclusive so
that the voices of all interested stakeholders could be heard. Becoming a
great school requires planning and focus with 5-year targets in selected areas
that include built-in yearly monitoring to ensure that the work being done has
the desired impact. The process in this district was rigorous, interactive and
challenging with students always being the top priority as it challenged administrators, parents and community members to think in new ways about
what is best for the students in the district. To achieve the goals of this plan,
it will require collaboration, perseverance and commitment by all stakeholders.

Mission
Embrace * Educate * Empower

Vision
The Marathon Central School District will excel at graduating citizens who
are college and career ready and able to pursue unlimited possibilities locally
and globally.

Beliefs
We believe…
 Students will become strong, confident and resilient citizens prepared
to pursue unlimited possibilities.
 Every student will be valued and engaged in positive mutual relationships.
 All students will be critical thinkers and problem solvers who meet
rigorous academic standards.
 All students will be academically engaged and will understand what
they must do to be a successful learner.
 Each child will strive for excellence and
reach their full potential.
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Task Force 1 – Embrace
Strategic Intent #1
By June 2019, 100% of students will indicate that they feel valued
and are engaged in positive mutual relationships.

Key Initiative 1-1
We will develop practices and procedures that engage all students
through building positive relationships with all students.
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Key Initiative 2-1
We will identify and measure critical thinking skills PK-12 and define
grade level expectations.

Task Force 3 – Empower
Strategic Intent #3
By June 2019, 100% of students will demonstrate leadership and/or
civic engagement by holding leadership positions and collecting
hours of community service as measured at the end of the senior
year.

Key Initiative 3-1
We will have students engaged in leadership roles and community
service to build confidence as they serve their community.

Strategic Intent #4
By June 2019, 100% of students will demonstrate the skills and
strategies needed to advocate for themselves and others.

Key Initiative 4-1
We will identify strategies and educate the students with the essential
skills necessary to advocate for themselves and others.

Farewell in
June Means
Elementary students and staff
wave goodbye on the last day of
school in June.

Welcome
Back in
September

Fall Pesticide Update
The Pesticide Neighbor Notification Law (Section 409-H of the Education Law) requires
the district to notify school parents or guardians and school staff that pesticides may be used at
the Marathon school facilities or on school grounds throughout the school year. Three times a
year, the date, location, and product used since the last notification will be published in this
forum.
We are further required to maintain a list of parents, guardians, and staff who wish to receive 48 hour written advanced notice from the school of an actual pesticide application of
certain types of products. The company which is responsible for pest control at our schools
does not, under normal circumstances, use the types of pesticides falling into this notification
category. However, if you wish to receive this notice in the event such pesticides become necessary, you may register in the Business Office during school hours.
The following pesticide application took place at the Marathon Central School District from
April 1, 2014 to June 26, 2014:
For further information,
DATE
LOCATION
PRODUCTS
please contact Tom Goskoski
Appleby
Elementary
Prentiss
April 18, 2014
at 849-3224.
Room 304
EcoPCO ARX

ASBESTOS UPDATE
As provided under the Asbestos Hazard Emergency Response Act (AHERA) of 1987 (40
CFR 763), the Marathon Central School District hereby makes known the steps it has undertaken to comply with AHERA and the availability of asbestos management plans.
The firm of Adelaide Environmental Associates, Inc. was hired in 1989 to inspect all District owned facilities and to construct a management plan for each building. Re-inspections
are conducted every three years. The last triennial inspection was conducted by OCM BOCES representatives in Spring of 2013. The next triennial will be scheduled in Spring, 2016.
Periodic Surveillance is conducted every six months. No observable changes were found
in our surveillances conducted in July, 2014. An additional surveillance will be done in January, 2015. All response actions taken are within federal and state guidelines.
Management Plans may be viewed in the Business Office during the regular office hours
Monday through Friday. For more information please contact Richard Young, L.E.A. Designee, 607-849-3251 or Thomas Goskoski, Business Official, 607-849-3224.

Disclosure to the Military
Parents of high school students are hereby notified of their right, and the right of their
child, to request that a district not release the child’s name, address, and telephone number to
military recruiters without prior written consent.

Homeless Student Policy
The McKinney-Vento Act defines “homeless children and youth” as individuals who lack a
fixed, regular, and adequate nighttime residence. The term
includes –
 Children and youth who are:
 sharing the housing of other persons due to loss of housing, economic hardship,
or a similar reason (sometimes referred to as doubled-up);
 living in motels, hotels, trailer parks, or camping grounds due to lack of alternative adequate accommodations;
 living in emergency or transitional shelters;
 abandoned in hospitals; or
 awaiting foster care placement;
 Children and youth who have a primary nighttime residence that is a public or private
place not designed for, or ordinarily used as, a regular sleeping accommodation for
human beings;
 Children and youth who are living in cars, parks, public spaces, abandoned buildings,
substandard housing, bus or train stations, or similar settings; and
 Migratory children who qualify as homeless because they are living in circumstances
described above.
The District does its best to identify children who may fall under the above criteria. If you
believe your child or a child you know qualifies please contact the district office at 849-3117.

FERPA/PPRA
Parents/guardians and students 18 years old or older have the right to inspect and review
educational records, amend educational records, consent to disclose personally identifying
information in education records and file a complaint with the U.S. Department of Education.
A parent/guardian or an eligible student who wishes to inspect and review records shall make
a request in writing to the building principal who shall provide access within 45 days of the
request. If a parent/guardian or eligible student wishes to challenge the content in the student's
school records, they shall submit the request in writing to the building principal who shall provide a written response within 14 days. If the parent/guardian or eligible student still wishes
to challenge the request, they can request a hearing in writing within 14 days to the superintendent. The superintendent will make the final determination. Student records may be disclosed to "school officials" including, but not limited to, the superintendent, principal, guidance counselor, school social worker, school psychologist, teachers and school records officer,
school officials from other schools, representatives of the Comptroller General or other educational authorities, state and local official authorities, organizations conducting educational
studies, accrediting organizations, orders to comply with a subpoena and directory information
without prior written consent when there is a legitimate interest. Parents/guardians also have
the right to opt their child out of participation of any survey that reveals information on certain
types of behaviors, political beliefs and/or information that would be used for marketing purposes. If the parent, guardian or students does not wish the student's names to be released to
military recruiters without prior written consent, those requests must be put in writing and
given to the building principal or guidance counselor.
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Disclosure of APPR
Scores to Parents
Parent or Legal Guardian Request for
Annual Professional Performance Review (APPR) Information
New York State law allows parents and legal guardians of a student to request the effectiveness scores and final ratings of teachers
and principals to which the student is assigned for the current
school year. Requests for this information have to be made in writing using the appropriate teacher or principal request form and
mailed or delivered to the Marathon CSD District Office:
Rebecca Stone – School Superintendent
Marathon Central School District Office
PO Box 339
1 Park Street
Marathon, NY 13803
This information may only be released to parents or legal guardians and the district will verify that any request received has been
submitted by a parent or legal guardian. Additionally, the information is intended only for the use of the requesting parent or legal
guardian.

On-Line Cafeteria
Payment System Now
Available
Marathon Central School District now offers mySchoolBucks, a convenient online service that allows you to
securely pay for your student’s meals online using your
credit/debit card or electronic check. If you establish an account you can set up recurring payments, track and review
meal history, create low balance alerts, or make payments
using the new mobile app. To register for your secure account or for more information go to https://
www.mySchoolBucks.com or call 1-855-832-5226.

Changes in School
Tax Collection
Please be aware that school tax payments will no
longer be accepted at the Marathon School Business Office.
To pay your school taxes in person please go to the
Marathon Branch of NBT Bank. The personnel at NBT
can accept your school tax payments between the hours
of 9:00am and 3:00pm beginning on Tuesday, September
2, 2014. Collection will continue at NBT Bank until Friday, October 31, 2014.
Payments can also be mailed to the School Tax Collector at P.O. Box 358, Marathon, NY 13803.
You may contact Mr. Tom Goskoski, Business Administrator or Barb Pitcher, Tax Collector with your questions
at (607) 849-3230.

Student Directory Information
From time to time, student directory information (e.g.,
name, grade, photo, awards) depicting activities in the
schools is released for use in district publications, on the district website or given to the media. Parents who object to the
release of their child’s directory information and/or photograph should notify both the superintendent and their child’s
building principal in writing by October 25, 2014.

Notice of Non-Discrimination
Marathon CSD does not discriminate on the basis of actual
or perceived race, color, weight, national origin, ethnic group,
religion, religious practice, disability, sex, sexual orientation
or gender (including gender identity and expression) in admissions, participation or employment. The district also
grants equal access to the use of school property per our
building use procedure for designated youth groups such as
the Boy Scouts. For questions or concerns, please call Rebecca Stone, Superintendent, at 849-3117.

Marathon Central School District
Pupil Attendance Policy
Marathon Central School has an attendance policy (consult Board of Education policy #5100) that affects all students in grades K-12. This policy is in direct
response to state legislation. In summarized form, the policy clearly recognizes the correlation between success in meeting the New York State and district educational standards and excellent attendance at school. It firmly asserts that the expectation that students will be in attendance at school every day and be prepared
to learn, is one that should be uniformly understood and embraced by all who deal with our children (school personnel, parents and guardians, relatives and community members, and students themselves). This policy identifies four main components:
1. Excused Absences - It clarifies what will be viewed as an excused (permissible) absence for non-attendance at school. Examples include personal illness, a
death in the family, religious observances, medical appointments, etc.
2. Unexcused Absences - It clarifies what will be viewed as an unexcused (not permissible) absence for non-attendance at school. Examples include truancy,
tardiness, oversleeping, missing the bus, family vacations, childcare, etc.
3. Dismissals - Before the school day ends-It emphasizes that children cannot be excused without advanced written request by a parent or guardian, and must be
released into the care of the parent or guardian unless otherwise noted. Parents must provide a list of approved adults into whose care a child may be dismissed.
4. Disciplinary Strategies - It discusses how unexcused absences will result in disciplinary action consistent with the district’s code of conduct. Students must
make up work that is missed.
Student attendance commences at the Junior High School 8:05 am, High School at 8:17 am and 8:20 am at Appleby. Attendance is taken in the homeroom,
and that information is forwarded to the Guidance Office. Parents should make every effort to see that their children are in school every day on time. Excessive
tardiness and absences are not conducive to establishing good work habits or consistent learning. In all cases of absence and tardiness, it is required that the parent or guardian, upon the students return to school, provide a written excuse for each absence. Such excuse(s) must contain the reason and date(s) of the absence
(s) and be signed by the parent or guardian. Any absence(s) not accounted for is automatically considered unexcused.
A complete copy of the district attendance policy is available in the Main Office of either school building. The policy will also be published in a copy of the
district paper, The Torchlight.
If you arrive late to school at Appleby go to the Health Office, at the high school go to the Main Office to the
Attendance Clerk to sign in before reporting to class.
If your child needs to be dismissed from school before the day ends: At Appleby they must bring a note from the parent or guardian stating this and give the
note to the teacher when arriving in the morning. At the high school they must notify the attendance clerk and sign out before leaving. This District has an obligation to be very cautious regarding the safety of our children.
When parents pick up their child early: At Appleby they must first sign them out in the Health Office and students will be called to the Health Office from
class. At the high school students must sign out with the attendance clerk and then in the Main Office. The person picking up the student may not go directly to
the class or any other area.
If parents telephone to request homework from Appleby please call by 9:00 AM. For homework for students 7-12 please call the Guidance Office, 8493229, by 8:30 AM. While we cannot guarantee that we will have all assignments available, calling early will help us to better serve you. Please call prior to picking up work to confirm work is ready in the office after 2:30 pm.
Appleby Transportation All transportation changes (bus notes) for all students (including walkers and parent transports) must be made in writing and received in the office by 12:00 noon the day of the requested change. Phone calls requesting bus changes will not be accepted at anytime during the day. Parents may sign their children out at the health office during school hours for appointments. Children handle the bus ride much better if there is a consistent, daily
drop off routine. Bus changes should only be made in cases of family/employment emergencies. Parents should also plan to contact a responsible adult to
meet their child at the bus stop if they are unable to be there on time.

Marathon Central School District
Bullying Reporting Process
The Marathon Central School District is committed to each student’s success in learning
within a respectful, caring, responsive, and safe environment that is free of discrimination, violence, and bullying. Our schools work to ensure that all students have the opportunity and support to develop to their fullest potential and share a personal and meaningful bond with people
in the school community.
Students within the Marathon Central School District have the right to:
Learn in a safe and friendly place, be treated with respect and receive the help and support
of caring adults.
Effective July 1, 2012, the Dignity for all Students Act requires each school in New York
State to have a plan to both prevent and respond to harassment/bullying/cyber bullying.
The Marathon Central School District recognizes that students and parents may need additional assistance to respond to bullying/cyber bullying. The district has developed a Bullying
Reporting Process to ensure a quick response to student, teacher, and parent concerns. Both
Appleby and the Jr/Sr High have identified a bullying prevention coordinator as well as a bullying prevention trainer who are trained to handle concerns that arise in the school community.
Below is a list with the elementary school and Junior Senior high schools contact information
to report bullying/harassment.

Bullying Reporting Process
For
Students

For
Teachers
For
Parents

For students to get assistance with a bullying incident, please take the following steps:
Standup to the bully and in a clear and calm voice tell the bully to stop. If
speaking up is too hard or not safe, walk away and stay away.
Talk to a teacher for assistance.
Report a bullying incident via confidential bully slip
Talk to a school counselor for assistance.
Talk to the principal.
Report out using online anonymous alerts: www.marathonschools.org
For teachers to get assistance with a bullying incident, please take the following steps:
Handle the situation within the classroom.
Talk to a school counselor for assistance.
Talk to the principal.
For parents to get assistance with a bullying incident, please take the following steps:
Contact your child’s teacher for assistance.
Contact a school counselor for assistance.
Contact the school principal if the problem is not resolved.
Contact the Superintendent if the situation remains unresolved.

A Word from the Health Offices...
Attention Parents: We
have recently updated our
Health Office Policies regarding OTC (Over-TheCounter) medications so we
are in compliance with
NYS regulations. If you
would like your child to
receive any of the listed
OTC medications, they will
need a signed doctor’s order
and a signed parent permission slip on file in the
health office.
OTC medications include: Acetaminophen, Ibuprofen, Benadryl, Sudafed,
Hydrocortisone Cream 1%,
Bacitracin ointment, Aloe
Vera, Calamine lotion and
sunscreen. A doctor’s order
for sunscreen is only
needed for a child that will
need assistance in applying
it.
A student cannot receive
any of the above OTC

medications until both forms
are on file at the health office. A Parent Permission
form can be requested from
either health office or found
on the school website. If your
child is enrolled in the School
Health Program, a doctor’s
order can be obtained from
Bridget Savory PA. If you
have any questions regarding
this policy, please contact us.
Thank you!
Contact Numbers:
Appleby Elementary School:
Dorleen Kellicutt, RN 8 4 9 3180 Fax: 849-702
Bridget Savory, PA and
Carol Trushman, MOA
849-3180 Fax: 849- 4730
Marathon High School:
Amanda Ostrander, RN 8493210 Fax: 849-6646
Bridget Savory, PA and
Teresa Clark, MOA
849-3900 Fax: 849-6646

UPK-6 New Requirements
Students entering Kindergarten or 6th grade in the 2014-15
school year will now be required to have two doses of the
varicella vaccine(chicken pox) and 3-5 doses of poliomyelitis
vaccine. The 4th or 5th dose need to have been given at the
age appropriate time. Incoming 6th grade students also continue to need a Tdap booster. All students in UPK-6th will be
required to have age appropriate doses of DPT or DTaP.
Please contact your family physician and inquire if your
child is up to date on all vaccines needed for school entry.
Information from your doctor's office. May be faxed to the
nurse’s office. The fax number at Appleby is 849-4702.
Thank you, Mrs. Kellicutt , Appleby School Nurse
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District Informational
Supplement

Save for future reference. Check out
www.marathonschools.org for additional
information and forms.

Meals at Marathon
ANNUAL NEWS RELEASE - PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENT
Marathon Central School today announced a free and reduced price meal policy for Marathon area school children. Local school officials have adopted the
following family eligibility criteria to assist them in determining eligibility:
2014-2015 INCOME ELIGIBILITY GUIDELINES
FOR FREE AND REDUCED PRICE MEALS OR FREE MILK
Free Eligibility Scale

Reduced Price Eligibility Scale

Free Lunch, Breakfast, Milk

Reduced Price Lunch, Breakfast

Household
Size

Annual

Monthly

Twice per
Month

Every Two
Weeks

Weekly

Household
Size

Annual

Monthly

Twice per
Month

Every Two
Weeks

Weekly

1

$ 15,171

$ 1,265

$ 633

$ 584

$ 292

1

$ 21,590

$ 1,800

$ 900

$ 831

$ 416

2

$ 20,449

$ 1,705

$ 853

$ 787

$ 394

2

$ 29,101

$ 2,426

$ 1,213

$ 1,120

$ 560

3

$ 25,727

$ 2,144

$ 1,072

$ 990

$ 495

3

$ 36,612

$ 3,051

$ 1,526

$ 1,409

$ 705

4

$ 31,005

$ 2,584

$ 1,292

$ 1,193

$ 597

4

$ 44,123

$ 3,677

$ 1,839

$ 1,698

$ 849

5

$ 36,283

$ 3,024

$ 1,512

$ 1,396

$ 698

5

$ 51,634

$ 4,303

$ 2,152

$ 1,986

$ 993

6

$ 41,561

$ 3,464

$ 1,732

$ 1,599

$ 800

6

$ 59,145

$ 4,929

$ 2,465

$ 2,275

$ 1,138

7

$ 46,839

$ 3,904

$ 1,952

$ 1,802

$ 901

7

$ 66,656

$ 5,555

$ 2,778

$ 2,564

$ 1,282

8

$ 52,117

$ 4,344

$ 2,172

$ 2,005

$ 1,003

8

$ 74,167

$ 6,181

$ 3,091

$ 2,853

$ 1,427

$ 440

$ 220

$ 203

$ 102

Each Add’l
person add

$ 7,511

$ 626

$ 313

$ 289

$ 145

Each Add’l
person add $ 5,278

SNAP/TANF/FDPIR Households: Households which currently include children who receive SNAP or Temporary Assistance to Needy Families (TANF), or
the Food Distribution Program on Indian Reservations (FDPIR) must complete an application listing the child's name, a food stamp, TANF, or FDPIR case number and the signature of an adult household member, or provide an Eligibility letter from the NYS Office of Temporary and Disability Assistance. Children in the
household with the same case number may be included on the same application. Separate applications are required for children in the same household with different case numbers. If the family does not list a food stamp, TANF, or FDPIR case number for all children for whom they are applying, then the application
must contain all the information as required for “other households” as described below.
Other Households: Households with incomes the same or below the amount of money listed above for their family size may be eligible for and are urged to apply for free and/or reduced price meals (or free milk). They may do so by filling in the application forms sent home with a letter to parents. Additional copies are
available at the principal's office in each school. Applications may be submitted any time during the school year to Francis Zaryski School Lunch Manager
The information provided on the application will be confidential and will be used for determining eligibility. The names and eligibility status of participants
may also be used for the allocation of funds to federal education programs such as Title I and National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP), State health
or State education programs, provided the State agency or local education agency administers the programs, and for federal, State or local means-tested nutrition
programs with eligibility standards comparable to the NSLP. Eligibility information may also be released to programs authorized under the National School
Lunch Act (NSLA) or the Child Nutrition Act (CNA). The release of information to any program or entity not specifically authorized by the NSLA will require a
written consent statement from the parent or guardian.
The school district does, however, have the right to verify at any time during the school year the information on the application. If a parent does not give the
school this information, the child/children will no longer be able to receive free or reduced price meals (free milk).
Foster children may also be eligible for these benefits. A separate application for a foster child is no longer necessary. Foster children may be listed on the
family application which must contain the foster child's name, personal use income.
Under the provisions of the policy, the designated official will review applications and determine eligibility. If a parent is dissatisfied with the ruling of the
designated official, he/she may make a request either orally or in writing for a hearing to appeal the decision.
Thomas Goskoski whose address is 1 East Main Street, PO Box 339, Marathon NY 13803 has been designated as the Hearing Official. Hearing procedures are
outlined in the policy. However, prior to initiating the hearing procedure, the parent or School Food Authority may request a conference to provide an opportunity for the parent and official to discuss the situation, present information, and obtain an explanation of the data submitted in the application or the decisions rendered. The request for a conference shall not in any way prejudice or diminish the right to a fair hearing.
Only complete applications can be approved. This includes complete and accurate information regarding: the Food Stamp, TANF, or FDPIR case number; the
names of all household members; on an income application the social security number of the person who signs the form or an indication that the adult does not
have one, and the amount and source of income received by each household member. In addition, the parent or guardian must sign the application form, certifying the information is true and correct.
Nondiscrimination Statement: This explains what to do if you believe you have been treated unfairly.
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination against its customers, employees, and applicants for employment on the bases of race,
color, national origin, age, disability, sex, gender identity, religion, reprisal, and where applicable, political beliefs, marital status, familial or parental status, sexual orientation, or all or part of an individual's income is derived from any public assistance program, or protected genetic information in employment or in any
program or activity conducted or funded by the Department. (Not all prohibited bases will apply to all programs and/or employment activities.)
If you wish to file a Civil Rights program complaint of discrimination, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form (PDF), found online at
http://www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_filing_cust.html, or at any USDA office, or call (866) 632-9992 to request the form. You may also write a letter containing
all of the information requested in the form. Send your completed complaint form or letter to us by mail at U.S. Department of Agriculture, Director, Office of
Adjudication, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410, by fax (202) 690-7442 or email at program.intake@usda.gov
Individuals who are deaf, hard of hearing or have speech disabilities and you wish to file either an EEO or program complaint please contact USDA through
the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339 or (800) 845-6136 (in Spanish).
Persons with disabilities who wish to file a program complaint, please see information above on how to contact us by mail directly or by email. If you require
alternative means of communication for program information (e.g., Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) please contact USDA's TARGET Center at (202) 7202600 (voice and TDD).
Please return your Direct Certification letter or Application as soon as possible to your child’s teacher or to:
Francis Zaryski, Cafeteria Manager
Marathon Central School District
PO Box 339
Marathon, New York 13803
You will be notified when the application is approved or denied.
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September 2014 Events at the Marathon
Family Resource Center

BUS GARAGE NEWS

We’re on Facebook. Check out our summer hours.

It has been a busy summer up at the bus garage. We were
ready for the first day of school and for the fall. There are big
changes planned for bus routes this year.
The bus drivers have had their final planning meeting for
the new school year and letters went out to families shortly
afterwards that notified you of your bus transportation schedule. We are looking forward to another safe school year.

CAPCO EVENTS:
THANK YOU! We would like to thank the Marathon Methodist Church, the Killawog Methodist Church, the Marathon Presbyterian Church, Cub Scout Pack 90, and Members of the
Community for donating school supplies to help with our annual School Supply Giveaway.
We helped 16 students in the elementary school and 17 students in the high school for the
2014-2015 school year.
ZUMBA: Afternoon Session - Dance and Tone with Guise Candela from 3:15 – 4:30 p.m. at
the Appleby Large Gym for 9 weeks from September 9th to November 6th. $5 adults, $2.50
students
Evening Session - Dance and Tone with Cindy Barry from 6:15-7:00 p.m. at the Appleby
Large Gym for 6 weeks from September 30th to November 6th. Bring hand weights. 6
classes for $21 First class free!
Both of these instructors are sponsored by the Marathon Family Resource Center. Call 8493127 for info.
UPCOMING PRETEND SOUP: Cooking Class for Children every Thursday in October
9th, 16th, 23rd, 30th from 3:00 - 4:00 pm in room 110 and Home Economics Room
Children of all ages and Parents welcome!
Adults can either bring their child/ children directly after school or meet their child/children
here in room 110. Elementary students will need notes to get off the bus here at the High
School. Roll up your sleeves and make a quick & easy snack. Everything will be provided.
Call 849-3127 for information.

ONGOING EVENTS:
CLOTHING CLOSET: The Clothing Closet will be open on Tuesdays and Thursdays this
year 9 a.m. - 3 p.m in room 110. Donations gladly accepted.
FOOD PANTRY: The Marathon Food Pantry is open on Tuesdays from 4:00-5:00 p.m. and
Thursdays from 5:30-7 p.m. in the Old Town Hall. If you have questions, call 849-3127.
WIC: Women, Infants & Children will be at the Marathon Presbyterian Church the first
Wednesday of each month at 9:00 a.m. -12 noon and 12:30-2:00 p.m. Call 753-6781 for info.
FOOD DONATIONS: FRC runs the weekly Snack Backpack Program. We are currently
accepting donations of non-perishable foods. Call 849-3127 for more info.

COMMUNITY EVENTS:

READ ON BOOK CLUB: Read On Book club will meet on the 1st Friday of the month at 10
a.m. in High School Room 110. All are Welcome! Questions? Call Charlene Hill, 372-4855.
GARDEN CLUB: The Garden Club will meet on the 2nd Friday of the month at 2 p.m. in the
library. It runs from April to December.
LEARNING TREE PLAY GROUP: The Play Group will meet on Tuesdays & Thursdays
at 8:30-11 a.m. in room 110 during the fall season. The first day is September 16th. Questions? Call Charlene Hill at 372-4855.

BUS ROUTES
ALLIGATOR Conrad, McMahon, Irish Hill, Ferber, Deneve, Stone, Clock, Center, Liberty, McGraw-Marathon
BEAR 221 E, Turner Hill, Maricle, Fox, Dutch Hill, Gee
Brook, Texas Valley, Bloody Pond, Conrad
BIRD McGraw-Marathon, Pine Hill, Merihew, Hoxie Gorge,
Freetown, Church, Galatia
CAT Clarks Corners, west side of Hunts Corners, Bleck,
Babcock Hollow, Hunts Corners Lisle, 221 , Jennings
Creek from 221 to Krill, Mara Lane
DEER Piety Ridge, Salt, Carter Slocum, Texas Valley, Freetown, Ingraham, Phalen, Deneve Rd. Amish PM
DINOSAUR Rt. 11 S, East Hill, Killawog Hill, Jennings
Creek in Killawog, Brink
DOG Snyder Hill, Carson, 392, Muckey, Highland, Muster,
Tannery,
ELEPHANT Rt 11N
FISH Tim Hill, Krill, Hopkins, Jennings Creek from Krill to
Killawog, Divers Crossing
HORSE 221, 38, 200, Michigan Hill
PIG 221, east side of Hunts Corners, Quail Hollow, Fritts
Hill, Zelsnack
RABBIT 221 E, Barry Hollow, Fish Hill, Cold Spring,
Merrill Creek, Deans Pond
SNAKE Front, Academy, Grove, Phillips, Lockwood, Highland, Parker, Valentine, Francis, Mill

TRANSPORTATION INFORMATION

Summer School Highlights

We have 3 mandatory bus safety drills every year. The first
one is within the first 7 days of school, second one is between
11/1-12/31 and the third is between 3/1-4/30. FRIDAY SEPTEMBER 5TH 2014 is the date for the first drill.
Six buses will go to the High School at 7:45 do the safety
drill, release the high school students, reload the elementary
students and proceed to Appleby to unload the elementary
students. Seven buses will go to Appleby at 7:45, do the drill,
release the elementary students, reload the high school students and proceed to the High School to unload the high
school students.
Students will be instructed on school bus safety and be
evacuated out of the front, side and/or back emergency door.
“Elementary Walker” students will board buses at the High
School and do the drills at the High School.
Staff will be placed at both schools to help with evacuation
and to keep the bus circles clear of other traffic.
Bus drivers will remind students of the dates once they
have been announced. Pick up times will probably be affected. Students may be asked to be ready to get on the bus up
to 10 minutes early that day.
Elementary students living on Mill St., Warren St., Galatia
St., Brink St., and Swift St., who are regularly picked up after
their buses have unloaded at the High School will need to be
ready to be picked up by 7:40 AM.

This summer Mrs. Mack’s fourth and fifth grades summer school classroom spent time
learning about transportation. We learned many interesting facts. Alanna Jamison learned
that “some trains have sleeper cars and some don’t. I also learned that the first cars are much
different from the cars today.” Tristin Byron learned that boats, coaches, and horses were
this country’s first means of transportation. Ellery Ensign says “transportation helps us get
around easier”. Our study was wrapped up with a paper airplane flying contest. Students
competed in two events: longest distance and most accurate. Tim Potter was the big winner
that day. He won both contests! A fun time was had by all.

During the summer school program at William Appleby
Elementary, Miss Williams’ class worked on a two week long
project. For a week, students researched a wild animal that
they were interested in learning about and displayed their
information in very creative ways, this included a book, a
poster, and a ribbon display. Students learned different facts
about their own animals, as well as their classmates. Students
then took three days to construct their assigned animals out of
recyclable materials, paint, and decorate them. On the last
day of summer school, parents were invited to Miss Williams’
class for the Animal Wax Museum and the students proudly
presented their information.

PECK MEMORIAL LIBRARY EVENTS;
PECK MEMORIAL LIBRARY CLASSES: These classes are offered from funds from the
Decentralization Grant.
September 16th ~ Precious Metal
October 14th ~ Inkle Weaving
October 21st ~ Inkle Weaving

Title I - No Child Left Behind
Parent Informational Meetings
Thursday, September 25th
@6:00PM in AIS room
OR
HS Open House

Thursday, October 2nd
@ 6:00PM in AIS rooms
(During Appleby Open House)
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2014-15 SCHOOL
CALENDAR
September

October
November

December
January

February
March
April
May
June

1
2
3
26
13
24
10
11
26-28
24-31
1
5
19
26-29
30
16-20
20
20
3
6-10
25
16-24

Labor Day
Teacher Orientation
First Day of School
Staff Development 1/2 Day -No
Students PM
Columbus Day
Superintendent’s Conference Day
Veteran’s Day
Professional Day 7-12/Parent
Conferences K-6 - NO SCHOOL
Thanksgiving Vacation
Christmas Recess
New Years Day
School Resumes
Martin Luther King Day
Regents (limited)
Staff Work Day
Mid-Winter Recess
Staff Development Day
Staff Development 1/2 Day -No
Students PM
Good Friday
Spring Recess
Memorial Day
Regents

WHAT WAS ALL THE BUZZZZZ ABOUT?
Q: Why do bees have sticky hair?
A: Because they use honey- combs!
Using real coins from Ms. Addington’s treasure chest, occupational therapy students at Appleby added, subtracted, multiplied, and divided their way through $60 of change over the
course of the 2013-14 school year.
Rather than giving out stickers or toys or other kinds of “rewards” for doing good work in
OT, at the end of each class Ms. Addington’s students are invited to select coins from her
treasure chest and put them into a counting bank. A plan for the money is established at the
beginning of the year and worked on all year. The students get a lot of practice counting
money with the coins and working on other skills related to the project.
This year the plan was to save money for a project wherein a family in a developing country is provided with bees, beehives, and training in beekeeping to give them a means of providing for their family. The honey and wax produced by the bees is used by the family and sold
in the local market. The pollen is also sold in the market! Money earned through the sale of
these products is used by the families to buy food, clothing, medical care, and education. In
June, the students rolled and counted the change, and Ms. Addington sent a check to Heifer
International for $60, which provided a unit of bees for each of two families. The students
each made a poster and received a bee pin to remind them of their part in the project. They
were certainly a bunch of busy bees doing their part to pollinate the world with hope!

Meal Prices
for 20142015

Some Important
Information

Appleby Elementary
School
Breakfast $1.20
Lunch $1.80

Length of School Day: District school hours are from 8:00
am through 3:15 pm. Buses usually load around 2:45 pm each
day at Appleby and then travel to the high school. The school
does not provide supervision services before school begins at
either building.
We caution parents that they should not drop students off at
school prior to 7:55 am. Junior High/High School
students entering the building before 7:45 AM will be
required to report to and remain in the high school
cafeteria until released.
Late Bus: In 2014-2015, late buses will run Tuesday and
Thursday, leaving Appleby at about 4:15 pm and then pick up
at the high school. Only students 4th grade and older who
have signed up to stay with a teacher or for detention may
ride the late bus home.
Bus Issues: Please call the bus garage (849-3325) for questions, issues, pick up times, etc. If no answer call the high
school or elementary office.
Emergency School Closings: Emergency closings due to
weather will be broadcast over the following radio and television stations between 6:30–7:00 am.

2014-2015 Marathon
Report Card Schedule
Appleby
November 120 2014
February 6, 2015
April 23, 2015
June 26, 2015

Marathon Jr.-Sr. High
Breakfast $1.20
Lunch $2.00

Marathon Jr./Sr. High
November 7, 2015
February 6, 2015
April 17, 2015
Mailed after June 26, 2015

Free and reduced lunch
applications are available
at the nurse’s office in
each building.
Fill out just one application per family.

Telephone Directory of District Offices
Mrs. Rebecca Stone, Superintendent of Schools ....... 849-3117
Mr. Tom Goskoski, Business Office.......................... 849-3226
Special Education Office ........................................... 849-3169
Mrs. Mary Bliss, Tax Collector ................................. 849-3230
Marathon Jr/Sr High School ...................................... 849-3251
HS Guidance Office .................................................. 849-3229
HS Health Office ....................................................... 849-3210
Appleby Elementary School...................................... 849-3281
Appleby Elementary Health Office ........................... 849-3180
District Transportation/Bus Garage ........................... 849-3325
McEvoy BOCES ....................................................... 758-5100

Notice to Pre - K and
Kindergarten Parents:
Modified Plan
To begin the 2014-15 school year, kindergarten and UPK students will follow a
modified schedule. We will need your help on Wednesday, September 3rd. Please
plan on arriving at school with your child between 9 a.m. and 9:15 a.m. on Wednesday. We would like you to remain at school so you may see your child’s room and
help him/her get settled. At 9:30 a.m. kindergarten and UPK parents will meet with
the elementary principal in the cafeteria to share information about the kindergarten
and UPK program and respond to your questions. This meeting will last
approximately one-half hour. This is also the day the kindergarten and UPK children
will be introduced to the bus procedures. Please plan on picking your child up at the
high school building at 11:30 a.m.
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Radio Stations:
1290 AM – WNBF (Binghamton)
1360 AM – WKOP (Binghamton)
98.1 FM – WHWK (Binghamton)
99.1 FM – WAAL (Binghamton)
101.5 FM – WXHC (Homer)
Television Stations:
WBNG – Channel 12 (Binghamton)
WIVT – Channel 34 and 9 (Binghamton)
WTVH – Channel 5 (Syracuse)
YNN - (Binghamton and Syracuse)
Change of Address and/or Telephone Number: It is most
important that our records have your most recent address and
phone number. Please contact your child’s teacher, the school
secretary, or the guidance office as soon as the change takes
place.
Visitors: All visitors to must report to the Main Office of each
building immediately upon entering the building and indicate
each destination they wish to travel to. Approval to remain in
the building or on the grounds will be at the discretion of the
building principal. All visitors are expected to sign in, indicate each destination, and to conspicuously wear a visitor’s
badge. Visitors may not travel directly to a location in the
building without first checking in at the Main Office.
Parent Access to Teachers: The best time to reach a teacher
would be at 3:15 pm. If you call at any other time during the
day, the school secretary will take a message. The teacher will
return your call as soon as possible.
Healthy Heart Activities: Hall walking will be open at Appleby from 6:30am to 8:00am every morning and 6:30pm to
8:00pm every evening when school is in session. Please fill
out a release form in the main office before starting.
The Fitness Center at the High School will open in September on the same schedule as last year. Please call the high
school office for the schedule of times.

Thank You!
There are many people and organizations that have supported the Marathon Food Pantry
during 2014. We would like to thank them for their contribution to our continued success.
 The Town of Marathon
 The Marathon Lions Club
 The Masonic Lodge
 The MCS Student Council
 Kathy Matson and Larry Cornell for coordinating the food drive at Appleby Elementary
School
 Members of the Presbyterian Church
 Members of St. Stephen’s Church
 The Boy Scout Troop #90
 Family Dollar Store, Marathon
 Gregg’s Big M
 Classic Cuts by Wendy
 Marathon Post Office
 To the countless individuals who have made donations of food, time, and/or money
Thank you for your kindness and your generosity. Your gift to the food pantry stays in our
community and has helped many who have experienced a food emergency.
The pantry is located at 16 Brink Street. Hours of operation are Tuesday from 4pm to
5:30pm. In case of a food emergency you may call (607) 849-3246.

Service area - The Marathon Central School District

New York State Assessments
for the 2014-15 School Year
Students in grades 3-8 will be taking assessments in both English Language Arts and
Math. Students in grades 4 & 8 will also be tested in Science. Common Core examines will
be given in ELA and Geometry for 2015 at the high school level.
Grades 3-8 ELA - April 14-16, 2015;
Grades 3-8 Math - April 22-24, 2015;
Science Performance Test Grades 4 & 8 - May 20-29, 2015;
Science Written Test Grades 4 & 8 - June 1, 2015;
Common Core ELA & Geometry - June 2, 2015;
January Regents - January 26-29, 2015;
June Regents— June 16-24, 2015.
The requirements for graduation have also changed and incoming ninth grade students
will need additional regents to graduate with either a Regents or Advanced Regents Degree.
The State has also raised the passing grade on all regents to 65.
If you have questions or concerns please contact the Elementary Office, 849-3281 or the
HS Guidance Office, 849-3229.

Marathon Scholarship
Foundation 5K Run

Marathon Community
Scholarship Foundation
Update
The Foundation congratulates Allyson Loope,
the winner of the 2014 $2500
MCSF Scholarship,
&
Briann Lehman, the winner of the runner-up
$1000 MCSF Scholarship provided by
SQUARE DEAL MACHINING
The Marathon Community Scholarship
Foundation thanks the following businesses for their generous response to
our 10th Anniversary Appeal. Our students appreciate your extra support.
The Cowlick: Total Image Salon
Eltimar Farm
Forkey Construction & Fabrication
Marathon Lodge 438 F & AM
R&M Farm & Pro Hardware
Watchdog Building Partners

FREE PRE-SCHOOL!!
The Cortland County Head Start/Early Head Start Program is accepting applications for the 2014-2015 program
year.
Head Start offers center-based programs for 3-5 year olds
at no financial cost to you! Children attend school Monday
through Friday from September through June.
Early Head Start offers center-based and home-based program options for Expectant Mothers through age 3 from September through August. Home based children receive weekly
home visits (1 ½ hrs.) and group socializations are offered
two times a month.
To be eligible for the Head Start/Early Head Start Program
your child must:
1. Live in Cortland County
2. Be 3 or 4 years old by December 1, 2014. (Head Start
only)
3. Be within our income guidelines or receive one of the
following: Public Assistance or Supplemental Security
Income (SSI)
Applications for the 2014-2015 program year are available at CAPCO Head Start/Early Head Start. Please call
607-753-6781 and we will mail one to you, or you may
pick one up at 32 North Main Street, Cortland, at the
CAPCO building.

Fundraising Events and Dates
Class /Organization, Sale Type, Start
Date/End Date

SUBSTITUTES WANTED
In the following areas
TEACHERS - ALL AREAS (PK-12)
(minimum 2 years of college – submit resume)
TEACHER ASSISTANTS
SPECIAL EDUCATION AIDES
STUDY HALL AIDES
NURSES
BUS DRIVERS
CAFETERIA HELPERS
CLEANERS (evenings)
MARATHON CENTRAL SCHOOL
Cortland Co. Civil Service Application to:
Marathon Central School
District Office
P.O. Box 339
Marathon, NY 13803

Class of 2015
Class of 2016
Band
Class of 2015
Class of 2017
Class of 2018
Class of 2015
FBLA
Band
Class of 2016
Class of 2017
Band
Class of 2018
FBLA
Class of 2016
Class of 2018
Class of 2015
Class of 2015
Class of 2017

Magazine
9/5/14 - 10/10/14
Pizza
9/19/14 - 10/3/14
Candy
9/22/14 - 10/14/14
Chicken & Biscuit Dinner
10/3/14
Cheese & Sausage
10/6/14 - 10/17/14
Soup & Cupcakes
10/17/14 - 10/31/14
Chocolate & Candle
10/31/14 - 11/15/14
Beef Sticks
11/12/14 - 12/17/14
Citrus
11/20/14 - 12/4/14
Chicken Cordon Blue Dinner
12/12/14
Snacks
1/5/15 - 1/16/15
Coffee & Mixes
1/15/15 - 1/29/15
Spaghetti Dinner
1/16/15
Carnations
1/21/15 - 2/13/15
Cookie Dough
2/2/15 - 2/12/15
Pie & Cheese Cake
2/12/15 - 2/27/15
Spring Chocolate
3/2/15 - 3/16/15
Senior Auction
4/18/15
Dinner
5/7/15

All fundraising sales will be conducted during after school hours
and not during the school day (8-3pm). Please contact the advisor
regarding specific sale questions.

PAGE 7—THE TORCHLIGHT—SEPTEMBER 5, 2014

September 2014
Sunday

Monday
1

Tuesday
2

3

8

First Day of
School

Teacher
Orientation

UPK-K Half Day
11:30 am

9

10
Appleby Picture Day

Appleby Picture Day

16

15

Friday
5

ACT

SAT registration
deadline

18

19

20

Class of 2016
Pizza Sale Begins

ACT Registration
Deadline

PTSA Meeting
ES 6:30 pm

22

13
Senior Dance
7-10 pm

ES Faculty Meeting
HS Faculty Meeting

21

6

12

11

17

Saturday

Class of 2015
Magazine Sale

JSHS Fall Sports and
School Pictures
BOE Meeting
6:30 pm HS Library

MTA Meeting

14

Thursday
4

Family Resource Center
School Supply
Distribution Day

Labor Day

7

Wednesday

23

24

25
HS Open House
6:00-8:00 pm

BOE Meeting
6:30 pm HS Library

Band Sale
Candy Begins

26

27

1/2 Day of School/Prof.
Day
Torchlight
Submissions Due

28

29

30
7:30 am
Health & Wellness
Meeting

October 2014
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday Thursday
1

2

3
Appleby
Open House
6:00-8:00 pm

District Consultants
Strategic Planning
Meeting

5

6

7
9 am Josh Shipp
Motivational
Youth Speaker

Staff Appreciation
Breakfast

13

19

20

Cheerleading
JAM Night Grades 4-6

11

Class of 2015
Magazine Sale Ends

BOE Meeting
6:30 pm HS Library

17

PSAT

ES Faculty Meeting
HS Faculty Meeting

21

22

23

24
JSHS Make Up
Picture Day

Junior High Winter
Sports Begin 1st Half

FRC Halloween
Costume Swap 7pm

BOE Meeting
6:30 pm HS Library

25

NO SCHOOL
SUPERINTENDENT’S
CONFERENCE DAY
FBLA District Meeting
Class of 2016
Halloween Dance

Class of 2015
Baby Pictures to
Yearbook Advisors

28
7:30 am
Health & Wellness
Meeting
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Marathon XC Invite

Class of 2018 - Soup & Cupcake Sale Begins

Senior Class Photo

27

Cheerleading
Sponsored
Backyard—BBQ

18

Class of 2017
Cheese & Sausage Sale
Ends

Band Sale Ends

PTSA Meeting
ES 6:30 pm

26

Alumni Game

HS Pep Rally

16

15

SAT

Homecoming Dance

Torchlight Mail Date

14

NO SCHOOL
COLUMBUS DAY

4
Class of 2016
Pizza Sale Ends

10

Class of 2017
Cheese & Sausage Sale

12

Saturday

Class of 2015
Chicken & Biscuit
Dinner 4:30-7 pm

9

8

Friday

29

30
Music Booster Mtg
6pm HS Cafeteria

31
Class of 2018
Soup & Cupcake Sale Ends
Class of 2015
Chocolate & Candle Sale

ACT
XC IAC
Championship
@ Marathon

