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NCD Winter Open House
Saturday, Jan 25th, 12PM-4PM at
Kropscott Farm Environmental Center.
Free event for family fun, snowshoeing,
 games, snacks, and to learn more about
what we do and how you can get
involved. We will also be honoring our
current volunteers for all the hard work
they do!

Register for free here
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Register for free here

INVASIVES 101

Muskegon CD and Newaygo CD would
like to get the Newaygo community
aware about invasive species in the
area. Come join us at the Fremont
District Library for the free workshop to
learn the basics about invasive
species. We will go into detail on what
is an invasive, invasives we deal with
on a day to day basis, and different
ways you can prevent and help stop
the spread. 

We ask for you to please sign up
through if you are interested. 

If you have any questions please
contact Sabrina Huizenga at:
sabrina.huizenga@macd.org
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Composting 101
Sunday, Feb, 9 2025: Join Muskegon CD
and Great Lakes Mushroom Company
for an informative and hands on
composting workshop. Our Produce
Safety Technician will also be there to
answer any questions and provide
resources for applying compost to fruit &
vegetables in a safe manner.

If you have any questions please contact
Sabrina Huizenga at:
sabrina.huizenga@macd.org

$35/person, register here

Spotlight: Getting Cozy with Winter Hibernation

Hibernation is a steady drop in
metabolism, breathing, heart rate, and
digestion that causes animals to enter a
coma-like state. One of the most
common misconceptions about
hibernation is that most animals
hibernate. However,  hibernation is
primarily linked to mammals.

Michigan, a land of diverse wildlife, is
home to a variety of true hibernators.
These mammals, such as jumping mice,
groundhogs, little brown bats, and
ground squirrels, all have their unique
hibernation strategies.

Contrary to popular belief, bears do not
truly hibernate. Their unique hibernation
behavior, which involves not lowering
their body temperatures to match the
surroundings and being able to wake up
easily to escape quickly if they feel
threatened while in their dens, sets them
apart from other hibernating mammals.
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True hibernators, a fascinating group of
creatures, possess unique characteristics
that set them apart. They cannot be
woken up and do not respond to outside
stimulation. They build up fat in the fall to
survive through the winter until spring.
Their body temperature is slightly warmer
than their surroundings, and they usually
hibernate in weather-safe places like
trees, caves, or underground.

Click here to learn more about
hibernation

NCD Partner Updates

Survey Results from the White River Watershed
Partnership
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NOW HIRING: Newaygo County Environmental
Coalition (NCEC)
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NCEC is seeking a part-time Healthy Habitats Coordinator. The successful candidate
will have a high school diploma or GED; 1 year related training, work or volunteer
experience in outdoor field work, environmental education, volunteer
recruitment,  community development, or related fields. Excellent computer and
communications skills are needed.

If interested, please send resume by 1/30/2025 to: linda.s@nc-ec.org or mail to
Newaygo County Environmental Coalition, 432 Quarterline Street, Newaygo, MI
49337 

NCD Program Updates

Michigan On-Farm Produce Safety - Become a
participating farm!

Working with your local Produce Safety Technician is
voluntary, free, and confidential! Completing a
Produce Safety Risk Assessment this off season will
help you ensure you are ready for any food safety
audits or inspections that may be on the schedule
during the upcoming harvest season. Display the
MIOFPS Participating Farm logo on your website, at
your farm store, or the market to show customers you
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have practices in place that make the food you grow
safe for them to eat.

Also, if you are already making your supply orders for the season, working with your
tech on the assessment also gives you the opportunity to take advantage of cost-
share funds that are meant to help the farm purchase supplies related to food safety
practices on the farm. For more information please contact Allissa Conley at
allissa.conley@macd.org or 989.295.5661.

Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) -
Signup Deadline Announced

The NRCS works one-on-one with producers to create a conservation plan that
enhances their existing conservation practices. This tailored plan introduces new
conservation practices based on an operation's specific goals.

The Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP) provides technical and financial
assistance to private forestland and farmland owners. It offers an annual minimum
payment of 4,000 dollars for continued practice and enhancements of conservation
practices on their land. Additional funding for the program through the Inflation
Reduction Act or the participants is historically underserved.

The program offers several benefits, including higher crop yields, lower input costs,
better wildlife habitats, and greater resilience to extreme weather. It applies to working
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lands such as cropland, pastureland, and non-industrial private forests.

CSP remains available year-round; however, for this selection period,
applications must be submitted by February 14th, 2025. 

Kelly Bishop, USDA NRCS District Conservationist
Email: kelly.bishop@usda.gov
Phone: 231-924-2060 x3

Jen Burfield - Outreach Coordinator
Email: jen.burfield@macd.org
Phone: (231) 225-3201

More about CSP

Forestry - Spotted Lanternfly (SL) Update

The Michigan Department of Agriculture and Rural Development (MDARD), the U.S.
Department of Agriculture (USDA), and local and regional partners have completed
monitoring efforts for 2024. Unfortunately, new detections have occurred and the
insect continues to spread across southeast Michigan. To date SL has been found in
Monroe, Oakland, Wayne, Macomb, and Lenawee counties.
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The spotted lanternfly (Lycorma delicatula), an invasive plant hopper from eastern
Asia was first detected in Oakland County in 2022. Detection and treatment activities
will be ongoing in Michigan for 2025.

In the winter, putty gray egg masses are visible on trees and any type of man-made
object. In April and May, the early nymph will hatch. To report it see
www.michigan.gov/invasives/id-report/insects/spotted-lanternfly or contact
our District Forester.

Rod Denning, District Forester
Email: rod.denning@macd.org
Phone: 231-861-5600

Outreach - Events & Workshops Coming Soon

Vernal Pools Patrol Workshop
Coffee & Conservation: Sip and Share
Stewardship Week: Home is Where the Habitat is
Farm Field Fest: A Day of Sustainable Ag
Invasive Species Awareness Workshop

Exciting things are on the horizon! Stay tuned for all
the details and information about our upcoming events
and workshops.

Newaygo Conservation District is always seeking input
from our community for 2025 events and workshops. If
you have an idea for a conservation based event or
workshop, please let us know!

Jen Burfield - Outreach Coordinator
Phone: (231) 225-3201
Email: jen.burfield@macd.org
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