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May 2, 2021 – 10:00am 

*********************** 

In the parking lot, tune your radio to 88.1 FM. 

Online, find us at: https://www.facebook.com/christlutheranroanoke 

  = Lightly tap your car horn 
 

WELCOME 
 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 
 

Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!  
 

Refreshed by the resurrection life we share in Christ, 

let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 
 

Water may be poured into the font as the presiding minister gives thanks. 
 

We thank you, risen Christ, 

for these waters where you make us new, 

leading us from death to life, from tears to joy. 

We bless you, risen Christ, that your Spirit comes to us 

in the grace-filled waters of rebirth, 

like rains to our thirsting earth, 

like streams that revive our souls, 

like cups of cool water shared with strangers. 

Breathe your peace on your church when we hide in fear. 

Clothe us with your mercy and forgiveness. 

Send us companions on our journey as we share your life. 

Make us one, risen Christ. 

Cleanse our hearts.  

Shower us with life. 

To you be given all praise,  

with the Holy Spirit, 

in the glory of God,  

now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/christlutheranroanoke
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GATHERING HYMN: Alleluia! Jesus Is Risen                ELW #377 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

GREETING 

Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!  

The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

O God, you give us your Son as the vine apart from whom we cannot live. Nourish our 

life in his resurrection, that we may bear the fruit of love and know the fullness of your 

joy, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

READING: 1 John 4:4-21 
7Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who loves is born 

of God and knows God. 8Whoever does not love does not know God, for God is 

love. 9God’s love was revealed among us in this way: God sent his only Son into the 

world so that we might live through him. 10In this is love, not that we loved God but that 

he loved us and sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. 11Beloved, since God 

loved us so much, we also ought to love one another. 12No one has ever seen God; if we 

love one another, God lives in us, and his love is perfected in us. 

  13By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of his 

Spirit. 14And we have seen and do testify that the Father has sent his Son as the Savior of 

the world. 15God abides in those who confess that Jesus is the Son of God, and they abide 

in God. 16So we have known and believe the love that God has for us. 

  God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God, and God abides in 

them. 17Love has been perfected among us in this: that we may have boldness on the day 

of judgment, because as he is, so are we in this world. 18There is no fear in love, but 

perfect love casts out fear; for fear has to do with punishment, and whoever fears has not 

reached perfection in love. 19We love because he first loved us. 20Those who say, “I love 

God,” and hate their brothers or sisters, are liars; for those who do not love a brother or 

sister whom they have seen, cannot love God whom they have not seen. 21The 

commandment we have from him is this: those who love God must love their brothers 

and sisters also. 
 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God.  
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 

GOSPEL READING: John 15:1-8 

The Holy Gospel according to John, the 15th chapter. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
  

[Jesus said:] 1“I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower. 2He removes every 

branch in me that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to make it bear 

more fruit. 3You have already been cleansed by the word that I have spoken to 

you. 4Abide in me as I abide in you. Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless it 

abides in the vine, neither can you unless you abide in me. 5I am the vine, you are the 

branches. Those who abide in me and I in them bear much fruit, because apart from me 
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you can do nothing. 6Whoever does not abide in me is thrown away like a branch and 

withers; such branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. 7If you abide in me, 

and my words abide in you, ask for whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. 8My 

Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit and become my disciples.” 
 

The Gospel of the Lord.   

Praise to you, O Christ.  
 

SERMON 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY: A New Commandment                       WOV #664 

 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring our prayers before God 

who promises to hear us and answer in steadfast love. 

A brief silence. 

God of all fruitfulness, you abide in your church and your church abides in you. Cleanse 

us by your word and give yourself to the whole church on earth so that it bears fruit and 

witnesses to your love. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
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You have created the heavens and the earth. As we wonder at the beauty of creation, may 

we seek vital connections among all that depends on the earth for life. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
 

You rule the nations with justice and love. Give the leaders of the earth assurance of your 

abiding presence, that they lead not by fear but with love for those they are called to 

serve. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 

You have loved us so that we can love others. We pray for all in need of your love: those 

who are poor, lowly, outcast, weak, or fearful. Provide for the needs of all (especially). 

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 

You gather us with all the saints by the power of your Spirit. With them, may our hearts 

live forever in your keeping. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 

In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, trusting in your never-

ending goodness and mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

SHARING THE PEACE 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

And also with you. 
 

Greet those in your vehicle with these or similar words: “Peace be with you.” 
Share the peace with others by waving and turning on your windshield wipers.  
 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

Holy, living, and loving God, we give you thanks, and we praise you for creating the 

heavens and the earth. 
 

We bless you for bringing Noah and his family through the waters of the flood, for 

freeing your people Israel from the bonds of slavery, and for sending your Son to be our 

Redeemer. 
 

We give you thanks for Jesus who, living among us, healed the sick, fed the hungry, and 

with a love stronger than death, gave his life for others. 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke 

it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do 

this for the remembrance of me. 
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Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This 

cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness 

of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Remembering, therefore, his life-giving death and glorious resurrection, we await your 

promised life for all this dying world. 
 

Breathe your Spirit on us and on this bread and cup; carry us in your arms from death to 

life, that we may live as your chosen ones, clothed in the righteousness of Christ. 
 

Through him all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, in your 

holy Church, both now and forever. Amen. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 

be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 

our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 

the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Behold, the risen Christ.  Eat and drink.  The gift is for you. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

All baptized Christians are invited to receive the sacrament of our Lord’s body and blood.  

*You may use any bread or crackers and wine or juice.  
 

*If others are with you, you may take turns sharing the bread and wine. Eat or give the 

bread, saying: “The body of Christ given for you.” Drink or give the wine, saying: “The 

blood of Christ shed for you.”  

*You may trace the sign of the cross on the forehead of children who do not yet commune 

and speak these or similar words to them: “The Lord bless you and keep you today and 

always.” 
 

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ  

strengthen you and keep you in his grace.  

Amen. 
 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

Lord of all joy, through this meal you have put gladness in our hearts. Satisfy the hunger 

still around us, and send us as joyful witnesses, that your love may bring joy to the hearts 

of all people, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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BENEDICTION 

May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom to know and to love the risen Lord 

Jesus. The God of life, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

SENDING HYMN: Let All Things Now Living                     ELW #881 

See page 8 
 

DISMISSAL 

Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

Go in peace. Share the good news. 

Thanks be to God.  Alleluia!  

 
************************************** 

 

If you have brought a monetary offering, you may place it in an offering basket as you 

leave the parking lot. You may also give securely on our homepage: 

www.christlutheranroanoke.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Serving Today 

Presider: Cindy Keyser    Preacher: David Skole                     

Reader: Micah Keyser-Rothgery  Technical Support: Josh Skole   

Musicians: Nancy & Dave Delaney 

Parking Attendants: Neil Dorsey, Levi & Micah Keyser-Rothgery, Sue Vail 
 
 

Parts of this service are from sundaysandseasons.com copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. Songs from With One Voice © 1995 and Evangelical Lutheran 

Worship © 2008. All rights reserved. Songs used with permission: One License #A-712581 & CCLI License # 3124891. Scriptural readings are from the 
New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education by the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United 

States of America.  

http://www.christlutheranroanoke.org/
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