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Journeying Again... Journeying Anew!

As we enter April, with over half of the Lenten season now behind us, Easter is fast
approaching! Soon we will journey together through the roller-coaster of Holy Week,
from triumphant entrances and celebratory meals, to betrayal, desertion, cruelty, death
and the glorious wonders of an empty tomb. We will share the sacred stories of our
faith and we will journey on, even as we remember the moments which can be hard to
face yet again. We will wave palms of welcome, share the bread and cup of
remembrance, sit by the cross pondering the crucified, and rejoice with loud, Easter
morning proclamations of “Christ is Risen! He is Risen Indeed!”.

This is a sacred journey which has been walked for many years by the followers of
Jesus Christ, and we walk it again. Still, as we prepare for this annual procession to the
resurrection, one that you may have taken for many years, we at First Church are also
preparing to embark on something new. As I write this note, I do so from my new
office in the church, still surrounded by boxes which need to be unpacked. I write a
few days before I “officially” begin but I cannot contain my joy and wonder as I think
about what this next season of ministry for First Church will look like. I am excited for
what we will do together in the name of the one who reminds us that love is so
powerful that not even death can hold it. We will try new things, we will cherish the
traditions which breathe life into our faith community, we will face ups and downs
along the way. And yet, like the annual procession we soon embark on as we head
toward Easter, we trust that even through the ups and downs, that God is with us and
that, if love is our goal, we will rise! We will always rise!

I look forward to getting to know everyone at First Church even more and I cherish
the opportunity to journey with you to Easter and beyond!

In Easter Anticipation,
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Good day everyone! Have you heard the exciting news? Our new pastor is here
and has already started mixing in with our neighbors and our congregation! His
official start date is April 3. He's been busy moving info the parsonage with his
husband, Mason, their pup Hero and their cat (gulp) Pumpkin. They all seem
prelty nice so far although I haven't met Hero or Pumpkin face to
face..hopefully, I won't. If they stay over there, Il stay right here and well all be
happy. Hahsha!

Well, there's even MORE good news! We're preparing for Easter! Holy Week
sounds awesome...well....because it 15 awesome! Just imagine God giving us His
only Son. Sending him here to live and die for us. And just try to imagine the
suffering that Jesus did...carrying that huge cross...being NAILED o it..a crown
of THORNS being shoved on His head..how He suffered! And He did it all just
for U8, so that our sins might be forgiven. Who else would have done that for
us? Satan certainly wouldn't have!l He even tried to lure Jesus in his cunning
ways but Jesus was steadfast and chose o be strong. How amazing He was and
still is. Imagine the look on His prosecutors faces when they found an empty
tomb. Jesus had risen! Hallelujah!!!l Because of Him, we are promised eternal
life! John 316 "For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son,
that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have efernal life."

Oh, aannd the Easter Bunny is coming with a basket full of goodies! Have a
wonderful celebration but don't eat too many jelly beans or you'll get a tummy

ache!
Loving Easter blessings,
Nick
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Romans 10:9: "If you declare with your mouth, 'Jesusis Lord," and believe in your
heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved."



We remember the
resurrection and the

power of lovel

All are welcomell :
Services will be held in the sanctuary, accessible through the front
doors off Pleasant Street or the side doors facing the parking lot. Elevator access is available
from the side door near the back of the building, facing the parking lot.




Sunday Coffee Hour

Please join us for Coffee Hour in the church parlor every Sunday after the service, we'd love your
company! When you get to the back of the church...the narthex, turn right, go through two doors
(they'll be open) and the parlor is on the left...through one more door but that one will also be open.
You'll see others headed there, too. I can't wait to see you there!

Also, for anyone interested in hosting a Coffee Hour there's always a sign-up sheet on the table with
the goodies on it. Sue Anderson makes the coffee and puts out the plates, napkins and plasticware
that we provide. All you have to do is bring a smile and the goodies on the day you've signed up for.
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We'd [ove to have you join us for Fellowship on Tuesdays at 10:00 am. There's always
coffee, teqa, goodies and best of all, great company! We meet in the Church Parlor where
it's comfortable and cozy. You can help us plan our future meetings, too. We love going on
outings as long as the weather is good. We had a great time ot ity Line recently! We're
pretty flexible so we did this on a Wednesday ot 11:00 am. It was lots of fun! Rev. Josh even
joined us! Maybe YOW'LL join us someday soon!
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Luke 23:46-47: "Jesus called out with a loud voice, 'Father, into your hands |
commit my spirit." When he had said this, he breathed hislast. The centurion,
seeing what had happened, praised God and said, 'Surely this was a righteous
man.""
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A nole from the Deacons

While it would be wonderful to have you attend church in person, we know that
it's difficult for some therefore, we are also holding our services on ZOOM. Here
is the link for you to click on: ZOOM The Passcode to enter is: 113682
Alternately, you can type the address into your phone, ipad, tablet or computer.
It's: (https://us02web.zoom.us/j/890686474277?
pwd=cTRvbDFqRW55SHpkYUp5czZzRnICQT09), then type in the passcode
above.

If you go to the church website, (http://www.fcc-worcester.org/home.html) the
link is also there to click on and there's a link there to the Sunday bulletin so you
can more easily follow the service.
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10 Kristin Olson 22 Susan Cardin
16 Khylie Richard 26 Judy Langlois
19 Marilyn Poske

May,
07 Dawn Ahaesy 25 Deborah Mirick
17 Robert Olson 25 Heidi Hinson
25 Beverly Bean 26 Phillip Cardin

05 Dolores & Marie Trzcinski
18 Steve & Heidi Hinson


https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89068647427?pwd=cTRvbDFqRW55SHpkYUp5czZzRnlCQT09
http://www.fcc-worcester.org/home.html

We would like to keep Hampton Bagdasarian in our prayers and he also requests
prayers for June Kemp; Connie Maclnnes requests prayers for her niece Linda; Judy
Mitchell requests prayers for her granddaughter, Ellanora; Donna Spaulding requests
prayers for the safety of her son, who is serving in the Marine Corp, Susan Anderson
requests prayers for her brother, Danny Waskevich and her friend, Roger Waite. The
Deacons request prayers for Ann Scherdell, Betty Dalbeck, Dr. Richard Hunter, Dolores

Trzcinski, Jeanne Fassett, Paul Scherdell, Melanie Anderson and Joyce & Armand
Thienel.

"So do not fear, for I am with you; do not be dismayed, for I am your God. I will
strengthen you and help you; I will uphold you with my righteous right hand."

~ Isaiah 41:10

If you have a prayer request or would like us to remove someone from our prayer list,
please let us know.
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Please try to have any articles or notices Forgur Friendly Messenger in by Wednesday,
April 27 to get it into the May newsletter. You can bring them to the office, email
them to the church office at office@fcc-worcester.org , or call the office at 508-752-

4635. You can also contact me (Sue Anderson), by email at deegram@charter.net , call or
text me at 774-253-0715. Thank youl
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Starting in April, Shelly will be in the office Tuesday — Thursday from
9:00 am to 1:00 pm.
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PASTOR JOSH’S OFFICE HOURS

You are likely to find Josh in his office or around the church throughout the week during
the times when the church office is open (NEW CHURCH OFFICE HOURS are
Tuesday — Thursday from 9am to 1pm). If you wish to schedule a time to chat to ensure
he is in the office, reach out to him directly. Josh can be reached by email at
pastor@fcc-worcester.org or by cell phone at (610)-750-2688.

PASTOR JOSH’S DAYS OFF

Josh will generally hold Friday and Saturday as days’ off for rest and renewal. On
Friday, his email will not be checked. If there is a pastoral emergency, Josh can always
be reached on his cell phone at (610)-750-2688.
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EXCITING NEWS!
The Christian £ducation Committee 'r‘ece‘ntly ™et with Rev.

Josh. He had a great idea that he shared with us and we |oved itl
We now have a “Kids Corner” in the narthex where kids ean
choose a book to read or an aetivity to do. They ean then bring
them into the sanctuary and do them as they sit with their
Parents or whoever they ecame with. There are even chairs in
the narthex for them to sit on Lefore or after the service as
they |ook at what they've chosen.
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If you would like to help with funding for this great project,
Please give your donations to Cindy Mael aurin, Connie
Mcelnnis or Sue RAnderson. It would be greaily appreciated!
Thank you!
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Carpet

Our New carpeting fund continues to grow! Please continue to add whatever you
can spare to the Teddy Bear jar in the narthex. Your contributions are greatly
appreciated!

May God Richly bless you for your generosity!

You will be enriched in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion, and
through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God. ~ 2 Corinthians 9.11
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Carty Cupboard

On the first Sunday of each month, FCC gathers non-perishable food items for the
Carty Cupboard Food Pantry at Wesley United Methodist Church in Worcester. ltems
are collected in the baskets in the front of the church. They can use just about
anything that has a good shelf life. Please check the expiration dates before donating.
They also feature different items every month which are posted on our bulletin board in
the narthex. They can also use personal items such as toothpaste, toothbrushes,
shampoo, diapers, etc. If you would like to support the effort with a financial
contribution, please make checks payable to Wesley United Methodist Church — Carty
Cupboard. The Missions Committee delivers everything to Carty Cupboard.

What does Carty Cupboard do?

Carty Cupboard Food Pantry provides a three-day food supplement for hungry
individuals and families who find themselves in need, regardless of age, gender, race,
nationality, religious affiliation or personal circumstance.

Cupboard visitors are kept confidential in a computer database, and are allowed to pick
up food once each month. Mondays 6:00 — 7:00 pm; Wednesdays 1:00 — 3:00 pm and
Fridays 10:00 am — noon. It is open to any resident of Worcester County.

TWWMWW Your genersus support!
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Casler Grace

May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with us this day. May this meal be
blessed as we gather to celebrate together. May your love be shared amongst
us as we enjoy the gift of fellowship.

May we remember to give out the grace and forgiveness that you have freely
given us. And may we always give thanks for your sacrificial love. Amen.

— Unknown



Dates to Remember in Aprif

03 10:00 am GAurch Service - Gemmunion Sunday -
We fave both regular and gluten free communion -
- Carty Gupboard foed collection -
05 10:00 am Fellowship
10 10:00 am Ghurch Service — Palm Sunday =
11:30 am Y rustees Meeting =

12 _10:00 am Fellowship
17 10:00 am BAurch Service — Easter Sunday ’]j lt
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19 _10:00 am Fellowship

24 10:00 am Ghurch Service
11:30 am Gouncil Meeting

26 _10:00 am Fellowship
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How doEs tHE EastER BunnY kEEP His FuR looking so hice?
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HE useEs HARE SPRaY!
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Knock, Knhock! WHo's tHERE ?
WENAY.
WEeEndY wHo?

WENAY EasfER Egg Hunt gonna start?
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Easter Sunday Flowers

X v
Our Sanctuary will be decorated with tulips and lilies on Easter Sunday, April 17,
2022. If you would like to belp with the beautification and order tulips or lilies,
please indicate your choice on the form below.

I would like to provide tulip plant(s) at $10.00 each
I would like to provide lily plant(s) at $10.00 each

In memory of

In honor of

In celebration of

From

* Recognition will be in the Easter Service Bulletin®**
Please return this completed form along with cash or a check by Wednesday,

April 14, 2022,
Name
Address
Phone E-mail
Please check one: I will leave my plant for a someone else to enjoy.

1 will pick up my plant after the Easter Service.
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