Exshaw Pass

The trip started out with 21 of us in pleasant weather. This was a large group but Sandy (our Trip
Coordinator) wanted to include as many new members of the Club as possible. Although the hike was
mainly in the trees, proceeding up Exshaw Creek, there were great views of the peaks and ridges above
us. Since this is not one of the commonly used trails, there were three main creek crossings, a few
climbs into the woods when following the creek was not possible, and of course, overgrown trails lead
to branch scrapes on the legs drawing blood on one member who will remain nameless, climbing over
fallen trees, and some braiding of the trail.

At one of these braids in the trails, a new Trip Coordinator, who will also remain nameless, went ahead
of the lead and waited in vain for us to catch up. Steve had to go back and find her.

The other incident on the trip was that one of us, who shall again remain nameless, found out how fast
quick dry pants dry off after sitting down in the creek at one of the creek crossings. Can we blame Steve

for not catching her arm before she lost balance???

We started hiking at 9amish but found ourselves at 2:30pm at least 2km from the summit of Exshaw
Pass which included a 200ish meter climb. With regrets and tears in our eyes, we chose to abort the

rest of the hike, have lunch and headed back. We were back to the cars by 5pmish.

Thanks to Steve and his excellent bridge building skills and thanks to Jack for accompanying two
members that decided early in the hike to turn back. Jack later caught up with us at our lunch spot and

shared in our disappointment we were running out of time to complete this hike to the pass.

As a personal opinion, I would attempt this hike again, but would leave at 8am, expect to return after
7pm, and really push the group to take at least an hour less in the hike in to the point we had lunch.
This would afford time to reach the pass and enjoy the view. This hike is well worth the time and effort.
One could also pack into one of the camp locations on the trail – water close at hand and there were
primitive fire pits - and then have more time the next day to explore.

