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Get Active and Voice Your Opinion to Our
Legislators and Local Officials
Below are links to contact elected officials
and contact information.
CONTACT INFORMATION FOR
ELECTED OFFICIALS
The 2021 – 2022 League of Women Voters of Manatee
County Citizen’s Guide to Elected Officials includes
names, addresses, telephone numbers and emails of
elected officials. Click Here for the Guide
For the same information in a spreadsheet, Click Here
For County information on contacting Manatee County Commissioners, Click Here
For a spreadsheet with the contact information for all the Florida state Governor, Cabinet,
Representatives and Senators, Click Here

ADVICE ON CONTACTING YOUR LEGISLATOR
State your purpose for writing in the first sentence of your correspondence.
• Be courteous and polite, even if you disagree strongly with the Commissioner.
• If appropriate, include personal information about why the issue matters to you.
• Cover only one issue per email or letter. If you have another issue to address, please write
another message. Back up your opinions with supporting facts.
• Tell what effect you think a particular issue will have on you, your children, business or community. Be concise but specific.
Suggest a course of action and offer assistance. Never make promises or threats.

BREAKFAST AT THE BEACH IN AUGUST
The DWC will be on summer break with no general meetings until September. During the interim we will have our summer breakfast at the beach. We
will be meeting at 9:00 am on August 10th at the Anna Marie Island Café.
It’s located at 4000 Gulf Drive, Holmes Beach, FL 34217. We will not have a
meeting, just a lot of fun catching up with each other. If you plan to attend
please email Joanie LeBaron at joanielebaron0108@gmail.com.
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President’s Message for July
Many of us are tired of politics and we want to take a break. Unfortunately, we cannot. Our governor and his motley crew of legislators and
county commissioners are determined to make Florida the reddest state
in the nation.
Mail-in ballots, once so easy to do, are now complicated by new laws.
Manatee County commissioners want to control women’s reproductive
rights. Teachers cannot even discuss critical race theory in their classrooms.

We are Democrats and we need to rescue our state from this fiasco.
It may be hot outside, but we can still make phone calls inside. Vicki Waters has compiled a long
list of Manatee County Democratic women who did not vote in the last election. Check in with
headquarters to do phone banking. If you are able, do in-person voter registration organized by
the Blue Wave Coalition and the Manatee Dems on select Sunday afternoons in July. Even if you
cannot walk, come to headquarters and help set things up.
Please give me a call or email me if you can participate in any of the events and I’ll be happy to
help.
Thank you all for being Democrats!

Joanie LeBaron, president

MyPillow CEO Mike Lindell
suggests 'divine appointments'
were responsible for him
connecting with former
president Trump

He added: "Anyway, these divine appointments
kept happening all the way up to where I met
Donald Trump in the summer of
2016." According to Newsweek, a cheer went up
in the audience soon after Lindell uttered this
remark.
Lindell's comments appear to suggest that there
was some sort of holy connection to his mission
to overturn the 2020 US election
results, which has been ongoing
for several months.

MyPillow CEO Mike Lindell has claimed his encounter with former President Donald Trump
back in 2016 came about
through "divine appointments."
Newsweek reported that at the
Health and Freedom Conference in Tampa, Florida, Lindell
said: "Divine things started
happening to me. I was picked
out of 12 people to pray with
[former 2016 Republican presidential candidate and Trump's
former Secretary of Housing and Urban Development] Ben Carson in a room at the National
Prayer Breakfast."

The Trump loyalist has continuously made headlines for spreading unfounded claims about the
election, including one that voting
companies Dominion and Smartmatic "flipped" votes from Trump
to President Joe Biden.
The conspiracy theory has been thoroughly debunked, however.

The pillow entrepreneur, who holds regular ralLindell also said that "one prophet guy" told him: lies across the US, is being sued for $1.3 billion by the voting-technology company Dominion
"A couple of you in this room are going to befor repeatedly spreading false claims about the
come great friends and change — and help
integrity of the election.
change the course of history."
BY: Zahra Tayeb
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Like Adele’s Ex,
They Coulda Had It All

is meant to signify when politicized inappropriately. But elections are about public judgement, informing the public to make proper decisions
There is a great irony in the fact that Democrats about protecting themselves and the republic. It
tried very hard to create a truly bipartisan Jan 6th is hard to conceive of what information would be
more germane and important to know in 2022,
Commission in which – critically – Republicans
when the public has the choice to put the Repubhad an effective veto on any and all actions the
lican party back in power, to examine how many
Commission would take. That means, among
other things, subpoena power. And not just any- remain complicit in the previous year’s attempt to
one with R after their name – not Tom Keane or overthrow the government. Most Republicans
remain complicit in the attempt. Many actively
Jack Danforth or pick your list of Never Trump
participated. The party’s undisputed leader led
Republicans – but commissioners chosen by
the effort.
Mitch McConnell and Kevin McCarthy. They
even had a guarantee it would finish its work well The most interesting next move will be whether
ahead of the 2022 election cycle – yet another
Republicans even choose to participate.
unmerited protection. But all but ten opposed the
McCarthy has no free choices. They’re all subbill in the House and Republicans filibustered a
ject to Pelosi’s final say. It’s hard to see why
vote on the empowering legislation in the SenPelosi would agree to the participation of any Reate.
publicans actively trying to
In the abstract a bipartisan
blow up the process. One
commission was the best
might imagine she’d have
way to achieve the nationsome interest in including
al purpose. But, as we’ve
participants who would
discussed, that is only feafurther discredit Republisible if both parties opcan complicity. But that
posed a grave attack on
doesn’t seem like her
the republic. But of
style. In the current Recourse, one side did it.
publican party, it’s hard to
And just as critically one
see what a Republican
side continues to defend
participant would have to
it. Indeed, the head of one
gain by meaningfully or
party led it.
conscientiously participatWith all this Republicans had on offer a Commis- ing. That’s just a good way to get written out of
sion over which they exercised veto control. It is the party altogether, or draw a serious primary
challenge at the bare minimum. Perhaps McCarthe equivalent of being under investigation and
thy simply refuses all participation to cue up the
you secure an agreement that the prosecutor
and your defense attorney will conduct a joint in- argument that it is a purely partisan witch hunt.
vestigation and only operate by consensus. In
This leaves the 35 Republican representatives
fact that was close to literally the agreement.
who did vote for the Commission, many of whom
have been effectively written out of the party alNow Speaker Nancy Pelosi has proceeded to
ready. Katko, Cheney, Kinzinger seem like the
create the kind of investigative body that we
needed in the first place. There are 13 members. obvious possibilities. They’ve already demonstrated that they are not taking McCarthy’s in8 are chosen by Speaker Pelosi and 5 will be
structions.
chosen (by Pelosi) in consultation with Kevin
McCarthy. The special committee will have broad Regardless of these considerations Pelosi
powers to investigate the January 6th Insurrecseems to have decided that her goal is a real
tion and few arbitrary limits on its purview and
and exhaustive investigation. That’s a good
scope.
thing.
Custodians of propriety will say the investigation BY Josh Marshall, Talking Points Memo
shouldn’t be politicized. And this is right, as far
as it goes, inasmuch as this meaning of the word
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DeSantis’ big goal: Don’t enrage Trump,”

Some supporters of Ron DeSantis are warning the popular Florida
Republican governor and likely 2024 hopeful that he could be on a
collision course with the most powerful figure in the GOP: Donald
Trump. They say DeSantis is in an increasingly awkward position.
As his national profile increases and he courts donors across the
country, he risks angering the former president, who — even without access to Twitter — has the potential to kneecap any Republican he sees as a threat. “It makes it difficult to openly start campaigning as [Trump] at least contemplates running again,” said Saul Anuzis, former chair of the Republican Party of Michigan. “It
keep activists on the sidelines. But in reality, it is relatively early in the process. There are plenty of
things the 2024 wannabes can do that [won’t] anger Trump.” BY: Matt Dixon, Politico

“Green groups sue Florida over Piney Point
phosphate incident,”
Environmental groups on Thursday filed a federal lawsuit against the
state and the owners of the Piney Point phosphate waste site, where at
least 215 million gallons of wastewater were discharged into Tampa Bay
last April. The Center for Biological Diversity, Tampa Bay Waterkeeper,
Suncoast Waterkeeper, Manasota-88 and Our Children's Earth Foundation followed through on their May 18 announcement that they were planning to sue over the incident. The groups filed the lawsuit in Tampa's U. S. District Court against Gov. Ron DeSantis, acting
Florida Department of Environmental Protection Secretary Shawn Hamilton, the Manatee County
Port Authority and HRK Holdings LLC, owner of the waste site. The lawsuit claims the defendants'
“malfeasance“ for the spill and discharges from the site, and it blames them for triggering a harmful
algae bloom and fish kills that have jeopardized Florida waterways. By: Bruce Ritchie, Politico

Republicans Trounced In Culture War As
Social Liberals Now Outnumber Conservatives
This is the first year in Gallup’s trend since 2001 that more Americans have identified as liberal than as conservative on social issues.
Although the four-percentage-point gap is not statistically significant,
it represents a numeric milestone in the trend, which has seen Americans’ social views becoming more liberal over the past decade.
In most years from 2001 to 2012, social conservatives had a clear advantage over social liberals —
by 12 points, on average. Conservatives’ edge shrank to five points in 2013 and, since then, has
either remained in single digits or social conservatives and liberals have been tied.
The Republicans have been trying to mix racism, homophobia, and xenophobia into a culture war.
The Republican outrage over critical race theory is the latest example of how the GOP can’t win on
policy, so they are attempting to divide the nation with culture wars.
The problem for Republicans is that over the past decade, the nation has changed. The receptive
audience for a culture war argument is much smaller. The GOP sees the total number of votes that
Trump got in 2020 and thinks that a culture war keeps Trumpism alive, but Trump lost by almost
eight million votes.
America is becoming a more socially liberal country, and Republicans are being left behind by
fighting a culture war that was lost decades ago. BY: Jason Easley, PolitcusUSA
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access to
health
coverage
for herself.

Reality sets in: Dems doubtful that FL
Legislature will expand Medicaid for
the vulnerable

Allison
Holmes
said her
son J.J.
has health
care
With less than two weeks left in the 2021 legisla- through Medicaid but she does not qualify for the
tive session, Democrats in a virtual news confer- program. Holmes added that she needs health
ence Tuesday evening acknowledged that Flori- care services to be able to continue to take care
da’s Medicaid program will not likely see an ex- of her son.
pansion and even faces cuts.
“It’s so much lifting involved. He can’t walk, he
can’t support himself to stand up,” she said. “It’s
As previously reported by the Florida Phoenix,
pushing me into a position where I’m not going
state lawmakers working on the 2021-22 state
budget are proposing some major cuts in Medi- to be able to take care of him. “
caid services. Florida is among a dozen or so
At the same time, “This my life and my life that is
states that haven’t expanded Medicaid, with
responsible for another life. I would do anything
Gov. Ron DeSantis against the expansion.
to make sure that I can take care of my health to
U.S. Rep. Charlie Crist, a former Florida gover- take care of him (her son),” Holmes said.
nor, believes that the state will eventually exState Rep. Anna Eskamani, an Orlando Demopand Medicaid in the future.
crat, encouraged residents to share their stories
Crist was joined by state lawmakers and health with lawmakers in their respective districts.
care advocates in Tuesday’s Zoom news confer“Talk to those lawmakers after the session is
ence and said it’s “beyond comprehension” that
over; get them to commit to cosponsoring a bill.
Florida hasn’t expanded Medicaid yet.
Share your stories,” Eskamani said in the virtual
“I’m an optimist…We are going to get Medicaid news conference hosted by Florida Voices for
expansion. It’s going to come,” said Crist, whose Health – a health care advocacy group.
name has come up as a potential candidate for
According to Florida Voices for Health, expandgovernor against DeSantis.
ing Medicaid in the state would give “caregivers
During the news conference, a caregiver in Flori- the security” of health coverage as they provide
da shared her story about grappling with caring care for vulnerable Floridians.
for her son living with a disability, without having BY: Issac Morgan , Florida Phoenix
Democratic lawmakers in Florida are renewing
calls for Medicaid expansion but the reality is
doubtful, with GOP leaders against expanding
the health care program for the state’s most vulnerable population.

Robertson's Lie: Critical Race Theory Is
'A Monstrous Evil'
ROBERTSON: What is it, that the people of color have been oppressed
by the white people and the white people began to be racist by the time
they are two or three months old?
They therefore - the people of color - have to rise up and overtake their oppressors, and then, having
gotten the whiphandle, if I can use that term – then to instruct their white neighbors how to behave.
Now that’s critical race theory, and it sets people, it sets one group against another. It is totally divisive and … this is the way the communists take over. They try to destroy the children.
It is a monstrous evil and you hear it, it sounds like "Oh, critical race theory, that’s ok.” No, it’s not. It
doesn't want to have your children in the third grade indoctrinated into a hate group so that he’ll
wind up hating people or hating himself. And so the white people are supposed to feel guilty and
they’re supposed to have white guilt.
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Rick Scott claims Dems’ ‘political
science’ blocked his anti-mask
mandate bill
U.S. Sen. Rick Scott failed Wednesday to get
the Senate to consider legislation to remove governmental mask requirements from airplanes, trains, and other forms of mass transit.
Unanimous consent would have been required
to move what Scott called a “pure commonsense” bill out of committee and to the floor
for a vote.

who noted
the
dangerous
Delta variant of the
new coronavirus
and
the
large
group
of
unvaccinated people in public. Murray’s objection
blocked the bill’s hearing, the latest setback for
Scott in attempting to sidestep committees, but
one that stunned him nonetheless.

That did not come to pass because Democrats
couldn’t help but follow their “political science,”
“I’m actually shocked that my colleague from the
Scott said.
state of Washington doesn’t want to follow the
“While we choose to listen to the science, all the science,” Scott said. “Americans would do the
Democrats care about is following their political right thing. It is not our job to dictate and tell
science,” Scott said in a press release Wednes- them how to live their lives.”
day evening.
“The government has no right to tell them to
The Stop Mandating Additional Requirements for wear a mask,” Scott added, noting that private
Travel (SMART) Act was intended, Scott said on businesses would retain the right to have mask
the Senate floor, to contest the Centers for Dis- rules.
ease Control and Prevention decision “to buck
the science when it comes to travel” by continu- The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention instituted the current order effective Feb. 1.
ing to require masks on mass transit.
It has been ameliorated recently to allow for
“The government has no right to tell them what “enforcement discretion.”
to do,” Scott said about travelers.
“On June 10, 2021, CDC announced that, until it
Mask mandates make “travel with children near- can amend the January 29, 2021, Order, it will
ly impossible,” he added, especially impacting exercise its enforcement discretion regarding
parents of young children. “Why is the CDC sin- certain aspects of the Order to not require that
gling out airlines and public transportation?”
people wear masks while outdoors on conveyScott’s urgent argument was countered by ances or while outdoors on the premises of
Sen. Patty Murray, a Washington Democrat, transportation hubs. CDC requests that Federal
partners and any cooperating state and local en-

Melbourne pastor, son and church
member arrested for Capitol riot, feds say
“A pastor, his son and a congregant of a Melbourne church
were arrested Thursday in connection to the Jan. 6 riot at the
U.S. Capitol, according to federal prosecutors. Pastor James
'Jim' Cusick Jr., Casey Cusick, a minister, and David Lesperance, a member of Global Outreach Church of Melbourne,
are charged with entering restricted grounds, disorderly conduct and violent entry of the Capitol building. Surveillance footage shows the three men standing
inside the building as thousands of people flooded the Rotunda during a ‘Stop the Steal’ rally that
turned violent during a speech from then-President Donald Trump, who told his supporters the
2020 U.S. election results were fraudulent.” BY: Lisa Maria Garza, Orlando Sentinel

6

Donald Trump, Bill O’Reilly
coming to Florida for
‘History Tour’

peak amid allegations of sexual harassment.
Trump’s team is eyeing events in Florida, Alabama, Georgia and Ohio this summer to bolster
midterm candidates and energize voters.

Former President Donald Trump will be making
two stops in Florida as part of “The History Tour” Trump has acknowledged the possibility of running again for a second term in 2024. But
with Bill O’Reilly.
he hasn’t committed yet.
In December, the pair will hold speaking engagements in Sunrise and Orlando before travel- One longtime ally said one reason Trump has
ing to Texas for the trip’s two other scheduled not said he’s running outright is because he has
refused to acknowledge the election is over. The
events.
person said he’s now going a
“My tour with Bill O’Reilly is getstep further by giving credence
ting a lot of attention, and I’m
to a bizarre conspiracy theory
looking forward to it,” Trump said
that he could somehow be reinin a statement Saturday. “Maybe
stated into the presidency in Autickets would make a great Fagust.
ther’s Day gift? In any event, I’ll
There’s no constitutional or legal
see you then, and much sooner!”
mechanism for Trump to return
Organizers had previously anto the presidency absent winning
nounced the tour, but the former President had another election in 2024. Trump’s argument that
not issued his own statement highlighting the the last election was tainted has been roundly
event.
rejected by federal and state officials, including his own attorney general and Republican
“I will be focusing on greatness for our Country, election leaders. Judges, including those apsomething seldom discussed in political diapointed by Trump, also dismissed his claims.
logue,” Trump said in the organizer’s announcement earlier this month. “If we don’t make our
A number of popular QAnon Telegram accounts
Country great again, we will soon no longer have shared the announcement of “The History
a Country!”
Tour,” according to Newsweek. That stirred concerns from several QAnon-following Telegram
O’Reilly, a historian and former Fox News host, users, who believe Trump’s false claim that he
will lead a conversation about the goals Trump will be reinstated as President.
accomplished and challenges he faced in office.
The stop in Sunrise will be on Dec. 11 at the
“My job as a historian/journalist is to get im- BB&T Center. Tickets begin at $100 on Ticketportant things on the record in a fact-based way. master.
These conversations with the 45th President will
not be boring,” O’Reilly said.
The stop in Orlando will be the following day at
the Amway Center. Those tickets are in presale
O’Reilly, once the top-rated host in television for $1,000. BY: Renzo Downey, Florida Politics
news, was forced to resign from Fox News at his

Americans overwhelmingly say
marijuana should be legal for
recreational or medical use
As more states, including Virginia and New York, continue to
legalize marijuana, an overwhelming share of U.S. adults (91%)
say either that marijuana should be legal for medical and recreational use (60%) or that it should
be legal for medical use only (31%). Fewer than one-in-ten (8%) say marijuana should not be legal
for use by adults. BY TED VAN GREEN, Pew Research Center
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America’s Image Abroad
Rebounds With Transition
From Trump to Biden

BY: RICHARD WIKE, Pew Research Center

In most countries polled, people make a stark
distinction between Biden and Trump as world
leaders. Nearly eight-in-ten Germans (78%)
have confidence in Biden to do the right thing in
world affairs; a year ago, just 10% said this
about Trump. Similar differences are found in
Sweden, Belgium and the Netherlands, and in
all nations where a trend is available from 2020
there is a difference of at least 40 percentage
points.
As is the case with views of the United States as
a whole, confidence in U.S. presidents has shifted dramatically over the past two decades, especially in Western Europe. In Germany, the
United Kingdom, Spain and France – four nations Pew Research Center has surveyed consistently – ratings for Bush and Trump were similarly low during their presidencies, while this
year confidence in Biden is fairly similar to the
ratings Obama received while in office.

HAPPY
FOURTH
OF
JULY
Our video presentations today are “The MyPillow Guy - Jordan Klepper Fingers the Pulse” in a
hilarious interview with Trump supporters. Second is the song “Maga” a paroty of the song My Girl,
presented by Roy Zimmerman

MY PILLOW GUY

MAGA
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DEMOCRATIC WOMEN’S CLUB OF MANATEE COUNTY OFFICERS/LEADERS 2018-2019

OTHER OFFICERS

ELECTED OFFICERS
President
Joannie LeBaron

Pat Benson
pattybeenutty@gmail.com

Hospitality/
Calling

Open

Candidate
Search

Vicki Waters
vwaters@earthlink.net

Parliamentarian

Fay Murphy
faymurph@aol.com

Web Master

Jeanne Yeagle
yeagluce@verizon.net

Newsletter and
Directory

Brian Heavrin
blh3011@gmail.com

Environmental

Open

joanielebaron0108@gmail.com

1st VP (Programs)
Ellie Billops

elbill2000@gmail.com

2nd VP (Membership)
Mary Young

marevegan@gmail.com

Recording Secretary
Patti Boynton

pboynton5@gmail.com

Treasurer
Nancy Hadley

hadleyn1@iclloud.com

Regional Representative

Mary Bass

Fund-Raising

Legislative Liaison Mary Duda
mcmduda@aol.com

marygbass@gmail.com

Website Links

Corresponding
Secretary

Mary Duda
mcmduda@aol.com

Bylaws Chair

Fay Murphy
faymurph@aol.com

DWC of Manatee County Website
Manatee County Democratic Website
Democratic Women’s Club of Florida
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Manatee County Democratic Women’s Club
6403 Heritage Lane
Bradenton, FL 34209

PLACE
STAMP
HERE

FOR IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER
Most Democrat Clubs and Caucuses have canceled their
meetings or are having zoom meetings. To check status,
times, and dates of events and club meetings, please visit our
Manatee County Democratic website at
www.ManateeDemocrats.com.

Elected Officials
CONTACT OUR ELECTED OFFICIALS

OUR FLORIDA SENATORS

PRESIDENT
Joseph Bidden
www.whitehouse.gov

Jim Boyd (R-Distr. 21)
switchboard) 202-456-1111

Boyd.Jim.web@flsenate.gov

U.S. SENATORS
Rick Scott (R)
help@rickscott.senate.gov

850.487.5026

OUR FLORIDA REPRESENTATIVES
Michele Rayner (D-Distr.70)

(202) 224-5274

727.892.2468

Rayner.Michele@myfloridahouse.gov
Marco Rubio (R)
www.MarcoRubio.senate.gov

202-224-3041
813-287-5035

Will Robinson (R-Distr. 71)
Will.robinson@myfloridahouse.gov

U.S. REPRESENTATIVES
Vern Buchanan (R-Distr. 16)
www.Buchanan.house.gov

202-225-5015
941-747-9081

Tommy Gregory (R-Distr. 73)
Tommy.gregory@myfloridahouse.gov

GOVERNOR
Ron DeSantis (R)

941.708.4968

850-717-9337

www.flgov.com/email-the-governor/
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941.708.5660

