2017 MYRTLE BEACH BIRDIE CHAMPIONSHIP ODDS

After the high of the 2016 MBBC in Las Vegas, there is definitely a bit of a different feel in the build-up to the 2017 MBBC.  It would be inaccurate to call it a let down, but it would be fair to say that there is at least a little less excitement then there was the year before.  That is not to say that the players aren’t excited about it… it is more of a quiet excitement.  (As an example, as these odds are being published, sources are reporting that with less than 18 hours until the players are supposed to depart for Myrtle Beach, Eric Drossner forgot to make the scoreboard and will be scrambling this afternoon and into the evening to complete it in time…)  Because of the hype surrounding last year’s trip to Vegas, the odds were released through a video presentation.  This year, we return to a written format.


The 2017 tournament returns to its home of Myrtle Beach, South Carolina.  The tournament received a burst of energy because of the move to Las Vegas.  While there have been discussions about returning to Vegas and going to other locations, the players are anxious to return to Myrtle Beach.  It’s been 2 years since they walked off of the 18th green at Grande Dunes in what proved to be an exciting tournament and especially an exciting final round in which Scott Woods made a charge on the back 9, but lost the title to Eric Drossner because of the tiebreaker.  Woods would feed off of that final round performance and capture the title in Las Vegas with a fairly dominate performance.  Of course, the naysayers contend that Woods didn’t so much win in Vegas as others lost the title.  They also point out that Woods’ winning total was the lowest since 2010.  And lately, in a clear effort to try and delegitimize his title, some have gone as far as to say that since his title was won in Las Vegas, Woods is not really the Myrtle Beach Birdie Champion and point out that he has not actually won in Myrtle Beach since 2003.  Nevertheless, as the champion, Woods did earn the right to select the site of the opening round, and he has selected Legends Heathland.  Day 2 remains the same as it has for years, Barefoot Fazio and Love.  Sunday should be an interesting day, as there will only be a single round, and it will be at a course the group has never played before, The Surf Club.  Monday has also become something of a staple, as the MBBC will head south to True Blue and Caledonia.  And the MBBC will once again close at Grande Dunes.

While there has been a lot of chatter about the MBBC, there actually have not been very many warm-up rounds.  We’ll see how that affects the odds…

Odds to Win

Eric Drossner: 1-3

Despite playing pretty poorly last year and despite not playing very much in the offseason, Drossner is once again, the clubhouse favorite.  From tee to green, he is the best player in the MBBC.  It was his putting stroke that really let him down last year.  There have been reports that he took a putting lesson, so it will be interesting to see if his putting improves.  Drossner remains very confident, with some reports suggesting that he believes he would have won in Vegas had he putted only slightly better.

Other than a significant injury, it appears unlikely that Eric Drossner would NOT be a heavy favorite to win the title any time in the near future.  He is, simply put, the best player in the MBBC world.  A recent stat shows that Drossner has made 43 birdies over the last seven years for an average of more than 6 per tournament.  The next highest total is 30.  Drossner doesn't just win.  He dominates.  There is nothing to suggest that 2015 will be any different.  While it's not saying much, Drossner is the most prepared heading into the tournament.  He has played a few times and will actually play a round the day before the MBBC, which is believed to be the first time that any player has played the day before.  He did manage to make a birdie, despite claims that his driver has been shaky.  Always looking to improve his game. Drossner has taken a few lessons to tweak different parts of his game.  An improved Drossner has to be a scarey proposition to the rest of the group.  The obvious PGA comparison is Rory McIlroy.  Like McIlroy, Drossner is the best player and can never be counted out.  He's won wire-to-wire and has also come from behind.  Another title would come as no surprise.

Dan Hoelke: 3-2

There was a time earlier this year when oddsmakers were seriously considering making Hoelke the favorite, but they have backed off of that optimism somewhat.  Hoelke has been unemployed for several months.  While he has played the most warm-up rounds and has unofficially recorded those most birdies during those rounds, oddsmakers did not see the dedication they were expecting.  Hoelke has generally played poor-quality courses, which likely do not properly prepare him for the grind of the MBBC.  Part of the reason Hoelke didn’t play as much as expected is that he was focused on exercising and weight loss.  Reports out of Pittsburgh suggest that Hoelke is in the best shape since he was in high school.  His efforts to get in shape are reminiscent of Tiger Woods and Rory McElroy’s similar strategy.  Obviously, the hope is that Hoelke’s conditioning will help his golf game, but that remains to be seen.  Despite his new exercise regimen, Hoelke has indicated that he still very much believes that alcohol helps his game, and that he has every intention of getting hammered in Myrtle Beach.  It’s probably been stated every year, but Hoelke should have his sights set on the Day 2 rounds at Barefoot.  If he can make a statement in those rounds, it could carry him to his first title since 2006.  

Scott Woods: 5-1

No player’s preparation has been more disappointing to oddsmakers than that of defending champion Scott Woods.  Woods has played 2 times since Las Vegas.  He played once in the Outer Banks in August.  He then played again with Eric Drossner in Maryland in late February.  Including the last 2 rounds in Las Vegas, Woods has not birdied in his last 4 rounds.  Put a different way, Woods has not recorded a birdie in nearly a year.  Many believe that Woods was so happy to finally win the title, that he has relaxed and is not really interested in putting in the work to defend his title.  He has mostly been focused on moving into a new house.  He has also been umpiring a lot of baseball games.  Umpiring actually caused an injury scare, as he Woods took an 80 mile-per-hour fastball off the right arm during a recent game.  He suffered significant bruising and is reportedly dealing with some pain, but it’s unclear if it will affect his golf game.  Woods did go to the driving range and practice green at a local course a few days ago, but there are reports that the practice session was not very productive.  Dan Hoelke has suggested that Woods’ lack of preparation is not really that unusual and will actually have little effect on his chances of winning.  To some extent, Hoelke is correct as Woods is generally good for 4 birdies out of the box.  The question remains whether he can find a few additional birdies, which he will likely need to repeat.  Obviously, the one factor that Woods has going for him is the champion’s tiebreaker, which he has been a victim of several times over the years.  Oddsmakers expect Woods to play well out of the gate, but it will be how he closes that determines if he can repeat.     

Paul Rovner: 20-1

Another year and another quiet off-season for Paul Rovner.  The switch to May appears to have affected Rovner the most of any player, as that is his busy time at work, and he simply not able to dedicate the time to practice.  This year Rovner did not seem to go to the driving range as much as he has in the past.  He’s played a few rounds with little having been reported about those rounds.  As always, Rovner remains confident, at least publicly.  Rovner absolutely has to get off to a good start.  He needs to find a birdie in the opening round and then follow that up with a solid performance at Barefoot.  After that, some people believe that Rovner will then need to pray for a rainout or 2 to win the title.
Over/Under - Hole on which the first birdie will be made
8.5

Oddsmakers have been getting burned on this prep for years. The under is now 5-1, and has actually won the last 5 years.  Oddsmakers thought that Vegas would throw a wrinkle into things last year, but Woods birdied the first hole and Drossner the second to wreck those thoughts.  For whatever reason, oddsmakers have doubled down this year on their belief that it will take until the end of the front 9 or later for someone to find a birdie.  Certainly the lack of preparation by the players and their unfamiliarity with Legends Heathland are reasons the oddsmakers may be right, but history suggests otherwise. 

Over/Under - Total birdies by the foursome in the opening round
2.5

There were 2 birdies last year.  More than 2 seems unlikely in the return to Myrtle Beach.

Individual Player Over/Unders

Eric Drossner - 5.5
Dan Hoelke - 4.5
Scott Woods - 4.5
Paul Rovner - 2.5

Vegas has not done anything crazy this year with respect to the individual over/unders.  The line for the favorite, Drossner, has not been set ridiculously high.  Perhaps the most interesting number belongs to Paul Rovner.  Vegas has been burned fairly regularly by Rovner, who seems to take pride in proving the oddsmakers wrong.  Vegas has responded by setting his line at least a little higher.  It’s very likely that Rovner will still claim to be slighted by the line. 

Group Over/Under
17.5

As with the individual over/unders, the oddsmakers have not done anything crazy with respect to his line.  There were some predictions that the line was going to be set very low, but that is not the case.  Certainly all the rounds matter, but for the group to go over this total and flirt with the one-year record, they will need to have a big day at the Barefoot courses.  
