CITY OF OSKALOOSA, KS
REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
212 W WASHINGTON STREET
FEBRUARY 18, 2026 * 7:00PM
***********************************************************************

GOVERNING BODY MEMBERS PRESENT
John Norman, Mayor
Ken Newell, Council President
Mike Smith, Council
Chauncey Young, Council
Dorothy Malsbury, Council

GOVERNING BODY MEMBERS ABSENT
Vikkie Metzger, Council

OFFICIALS PRESENT
Patty Hamm, City Clerk
Nathaniel Copp, City Superintendent
Jim Varner, Police Captain
Todd Luckman, City Attorney

PUBLIC PRESENT
Garret Tufte, American Surveying

CALL TO ORDER
John Norman, Mayor, called the regular meeting of the Oskaloosa City Council to order at 7:00pm.

PUBLIC

Yoder Replat / Street Vacation
Garret Tufte presented the City with the petitions to vacate certain City streets in the Fitsimmon’s West Addition as follows: Alley in Block X, Street in Block W and Block X, and Street in Block V and Block W all as described on Ordinance No. 26-13-221. John Norman asked Mr. Tufte for clarification on the property line at 612 Herkimer Street. Mr. Tufte replied it does not affect that property. Ken Newell made a motion to approve Ordinance No. 26-13-221 as presented. Mike Smith seconded the motion. Vote: Yes=4, No=0; Motion Carried.  Mike Smith made a motion to approve the Yoder Addition final plat as presented. Chauncey Young seconded the motion. Vote: Yes=4, No=0; Motion Carried.

Presbyterian Church
John Robbins reported that the sewer at the Presbyterian Church has been on a septic tank system for the history of the church’s existence and not hooked into the City sewer system. Mr. Robbins advised this was just discovered after having a sewer backup in the church. Mr. Robbins requested some type of payment credit to the Presbyterian Church since they have been paying a sewer charge on their utility bill for several years. He further stated they have not been using the City’s sewer system due to the septic system which was unknown to anyone at the church or the City. Todd Luckman responded that the church is required to be connected to the City sewer system and penalties could be put in place for not doing so.  Ken Newell replied it’s unfortunate, however, raw sewage has been dumped illegally into the City to which the City has agreed to not take any action since the situation has already been resolved. Council took no action. Patty Hamm asked if the house that the church owns is hooked to the City sewer system and Nathaniel Copp replied that it is connected to the City sewer.

POLICE / CODE ENFORCEMENT / ANIMAL CONTROL
Todd Luckman reported on action taken at Municipal Court; mostly animal control and health nuisance issues. Council discussed vicious animals within the City. 
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John Norman noted that it is breeding season for cats and the animal control officer needs to be active in setting traps again.

UTILITIES
Nathaniel Copp reported that he has priced a grapple attachment for the backhoe, however, it is rather expensive and not exactly what he needs. Nathaniel will continue to search for the exact one that will work best.

Nathaniel Copp reported the new backhoe is pending delivery; they are still waiting on the quick connect attachment that is on backorder.

Mike Smith made a motion to approve the purchase of a Generator for City Hall from CK Power Products in the amount of $57,137.65 as presented. Chauncey Young seconded the motion. Vote: Yes=4, No=0; Motion Carried. Nathaniel Copp verified the cost estimate is a complete and installed price.

Nathaniel Copp advised it is his opinion the quoted items for the sewer lift stations by Smith & Loveless are not necessary. Nathaniel reassured Council the City has a backup pump if necessary.

Nathaniel Copp stated they have cleaned up around the shop in preparation for the construction of the building addition.

Ken Newell inquired about the Keystone building. Nathaniel Copp replied they are continuing to make progress and the City has not been involved at this point.

John Norman asked if the City should search out a new company for street repairs and upgrades this year. Nathaniel Copp replied he will contact Bettis to see what their schedule looks like for this year. Council recommended Nathaniel come back to Council with an updated plan for this year’s project.

John Norman inquired about marking parking stalls on the north side of the 400 block of Washington Street and on the east side of the 400 block of Liberty Street. Nathaniel replied he would add parking stalls during the normal project this summer and noted that he will have to stay back from the corner by 30’ to maintain the vision clearance. 

PARK & POOL
Patty Hamm reported applications are being distributed. John Norman recommended the Council review the salaries of the pool staff. Patty will contact the City of Valley Falls and the City of Tonganoxie for comparison purposes.

Chauncey Young recommended the basketball court be striped again. Nathaniel Copp replied he will plan to do so after the completion of the pickleball court.

LEGAL COUNSEL
Todd Luckman presented the Council with Ordinance No. 26-13-222 Code Compliance Board. John Norman noted that the Board should consist of three citizens from the community and not three staff members. Todd will make the correction and Council members will review the ordinance in more depth. Action tabled until next Council meeting.

NEW BUSINESS
Ken Newell made a motion to approve the EMC General Liability Policy renewal as presented in the amount of $53,259.00. Mike Smith seconded the motion. Vote: Yes=4, No=0; Motion Carried.

Council agreed to increase the cost of City mowing to $200 per hour due to increased cost of enforcement and maintenance. Todd Luckman will prepare the ordinance for Council approval for the next regular Council meeting.

MEETING MINUTES
Ken Newell made a motion to approve the minutes of the 01/21/26 regular Council meeting as written. Chauncey Young seconded the motion. Vote: Yes=4, No=0; Motion Carried.
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Mike Smith made a motion to approve the minutes of the 02/04/26 special Council meeting as written. Chauncey Young seconded the motion. Vote: Yes=4, No=0; Motion Carried.

FINANCE
Ken Newell made a motion to approve the financial report and vouchers as presented. Mike Smith seconded the motion. Vote: Yes=4, No=0; Motion Carried.

OLD BUSINESS
Legal Counsel will prepare a Resolution for the City to take action on Code Enforcement at 512 Atchison Street.

Todd Luckman reported the City is good to proceed with Code Enforcement action on 813 Liberty Street.

Patty Hamm reported that 608 Union Street is pending submission to legal counsel for further action.

John Norman asked for clarification on the meeting with the businesses on March 4, 2026. Council agreed to just involve the businesses around the downtown square at this time as those are the target areas as of right now.

ADJOURNMENT
There being no further business to discuss, Ken Newell made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:40pm. Chauncey Young  seconded the motion. Vote: Yes=4, No=0 Motion Carried.


							
John Norman, Mayor


ATTEST:
							
Patty A. Hamm, City Clerk


Minutes Approved: 	MARCH 18, 2026			
