





BIOGRAPHY
MAJOR HELEN LORETTA (FREUDENBERGER) HOLMES

ARMY OF THE UNITED STATES, RETIRED

PERSONAL DATA

Major Helen Loretta (Freudenberger) Holmes was born 16 December 1915 as the youngest of 8 children
to John A Freudenberger, a Spanish-American War veteran, and Theresia (Karner) Freudenberger, both
of whom were German immigrants, on their farm near Pleasant Valley, Oklahoma.

She married Robert Franklin Holmes, (a World War Il Army Anti-Aircraft veteran who was awarded the
Bronze Star Medal for European service), on 19 December 1949 in Guthrie. Oklahoma at the Zion
Lutheran Church. They purchased a tarm near Coyle, Oklahoma in 1950. In 1958 he began work for the
Oklahoma Farmers Union in Oklahoma City, and was Manager of the Farm Property Insurance
Department when he died on 27 October 1962.

Together they had three surviving children: Lieutenant Colonel Charles M. Holmes. United States Army.
retired: Major William J. Holmes. United States Air Force, retired; and Andrea M. (Holmes) Volturo,
CPA. A fourth child, Angela, predeceased her. She is also survived by three grandchildren. as well as
two great-grandchildren.

She died at the age of 81 years on 22 March 1997 in Oklahoma City, Oklahoma.

EDUCATION

The education of Major Holmes began at the Lutheran Elementary School in Pleasant Valley, Oklahoma.

Next she attended Coyle High School. In her senior year, she placed 1* in the General Intelligence Test
at the Oklahoma State Interscholastic Meet in Stillwater, Oklahoma. She was Valedictorian at age 16 of

the graduating class of 1932.

At Oklahoma Agricultural and Mechanical College (OAMC), later Oklahoma State University (OSU).
she was a star reporter for the Daily O'Collegian; acted with the Players Club in several theatrical
productions; and a member of the International Relations Club. Her major was in English, with minors
in Journalism and Education, resulting in conferral ot the Bachelor ot Science (BS) degree in 1936.

Her graduate work was at the University of Wisconsin (Madison), as a University Scholar. With a major
in Journalism, her interests were publicity methods. magazine writing and editing, propaganda methods.
and agricultural economics. In 1940 she earned the Master of Science (MS) degree.

She was the first woman to ever receive a degree in Agriculture Journalism at the University of Wisconsin
(Madison).






















































































































































