Westmoreland Yough Trail Chapter

Trail Tales
The Yearly Newsletter of the
WYTC
2016 Year in Review
A Message from the President
Welcome to the third edition of Trail Tales. The Westmoreland Yough Trail Chapter is an all volunteer organization dedicated to maintaining, improving and enhancing the 10.5 mile section
of the trail in Westmoreland County, part of the Great Allegheny
Passage. Your past support is appreciated and I ask for you to continue by renewing your membership, promoting the trail, volunteering if you can make the time, and by participating in our fundraising
events.
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 Over the Hill Gang Annual Work Continues

Join in and be active. Follow us on our website: bikewytc.org,
Facebook, attend a monthly meeting or email me at
wytcnews@hotmail.com. On behalf of the volunteers of the WYTC,
thank you in advance for helping to ensure our continued success.

 Annual Fundraising Events are Successful
 Yough River Trail Riders go to Ohio
 2017 Calendar of Events
 Membership Renewal Form—Memberships

expire on April 30 -Renew Today

Bill Hurrianko, President
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Work Continues in 2016 for the Over the Hill Gang
Maintenance activities of the Over the Hill Gang (OTHG)
centered on continuing maintenance and improvement projects during the 2016 season. The major effort was to procure a mini excavator for use in maintaining drainage
ditches. With the help of membership dues, the corporate
sponsorship program, and a grant from the R. K. Mellon
Foundation, the WYTC purchased a 12,000 pound capacity Takeuchi mini-excavator. That size was ideal for cleaning the drainage ditches that often overfill during heavy
rainstorms allowing water and debris to over-wash the
trail. This is a particular problem at the two coal mine gob
piles at Buddtown (Banning No 4 Mine) and at Van Meter
(Banning No 3 Mine). Having the machine to allow for
the more efficient removal of built up gob pile debris in the
drainage ditches has avoided damage to the trail.
In the fall of 2015 the WYTC hired an excavating contractor to clean out a plugged drain near GAP Milepost 109.
The drain was nearly 15 feet below trail level and required
a large excavator to reach the drain. Fifty years’ worth of
mud and debris was removed from the drain. This work
alleviated the constant damage to the trail whenever this
drain overflowed during heavy storms. However, the deep
hole that had to be dug left a dangerous ledge for passing
tail users. So, the OTHG installed a safety fence at the site
to protect trail users from falling over the edge.

Tim Aaron at the controls of the excavator
cleaning the ditch near Buddtown.

Jim Lockschmidt, Jack Zewan, Ozzy
Osbrone, and Charlie Carey installing the
fence near GAP MP 109.
Another improvement project was the installation of safety bollards along the trail between
Collinsburg and Buddtown. The replacement
bollards consist of a padded steel post on a flexible base. Eight of this style bollard have been
installed. The remaining wood center bollards
will be replaced during 2017. This project was
funded using money from the Westmoreland
Yough Treasury and a grant from the National
road Heritage Corridor/DCNR Mini-Grant Program. A big thank you to all foundations and
agencies that continue to support our various
maintenance efforts.

Please renew your membership using the form on Page 9. Your membership dues help to
purchase supplies and equipment to support the work of our volunteers who maintain the
trail. Your continued support is greatly appreciated and critical to the success of this effort.
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Routine Trail Maintenance is Never Finished
Of course there is always plenty of routine work, like
trail grooming, parking lot grading, grass cutting, weed
whacking, trail patching and building/installation of
memorial benches. The OTHG appreciates the support
of our dues paying members, corporate sponsors, grantors and other donors for giving us the ability to afford
the resources to better maintain the Westmoreland Section of the Great Allegheny Passage. And, certainly a
big thank you to the regular OTHG crew: Tim Aaron,
Jim Lockschmidt, Jim Logan, Jack Zewan, Ozzy Osborne, Charlie Carey, Franklin Pierce, Sam Cover, Rowan Reid, John Hixson, Kent Banas, and Bob Hand.
Tim Aaron grooming the trail, March 2016

HELP WANTED

Jim Logan grading the Smithton Trail Head Parking Lot.

The Over the Hill Gang needs new recruits to help
with routine maintenance chores like grass cutting
and weed whacking. These are jobs that can be done
at any time you have available. If you can find time
one or two evenings a week, or on weekends, to help
out with these maintenance jobs or any other WYTC
activity please contact our President, Bill Hurrianko
at wytcnews@hotmail.com.

________________________________________________
You make a living by what you get. You make
a life by what you give.
Winston Churchill
_______________________________________________
The WYTC purchased a bicycle Fixit Station that was installed in
Cedar Creek Park by the Cedar Creek maintenance department. The
Fixit Station provides a rack for holding a bicycle, has many of the
common tools needed for bicycle repair along with an air pump. It
was installed in July 2016 and has seen a lot of use by both local and
through riders.
The Trail Tales would like to acknowledge the contributions of the following people for submitting articles, photos and information for this
edition: Bob Hand, Bill Hurrianko, Diana Shoff, Terry Liszewski, Frank
Jaworowski and Donna Morrison. Becky Nichols, Editor.
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WYTC Annual Events Successful in 2016
Trail Appreciation Day
Trail Appreciation Day dawned cool and rainy but that didn’t stop the WYTC
volunteers from setting up and providing hot dogs, snacks, cookies and drinks
for any trail users that stopped by. Due to the weather the turnout was light but
that didn’t stop some dedicated riders from using the trail. Winner of this
year’s Membership Drive Basket was Rob Konwinski. Trail Appreciation Day
is held annually on the first Sunday of June.

Volunteer Rowan Reid implores the
rain to stop but with little success.
Riders line up their
wet and muddy bikes
while stopping for
food and drink during
this year’s soggy Trail
Appreciation Day.

Mary Reid, Dorothea Motto and Dolly
Balogh stand ready to serve hot dogs to trail
users that stopped for a rest and some
snacks.

Fox’s Pizza Yough River Trail 5K, 10K Run/ 2Mile Fun Walk
It was another rainy day but the 5K, 10K Run and 2 Mile
Fun Walk still brought out a good group of participants.
Awards were given to the different category winners. First
place winners are listed for each event. For more information and their times, please check the website,
www.bikewytc.org.
5K Men—David Spell, 5K Women—Gionna Quarzo
5K Youngest—Grace Dansak (age 4)
5K Oldest—Joe Fiore (age 67)

10K Men—Mattieu Guillon
10K Women—Cara Decarlo
10K Youngest— Kristin Hunt (age 15)
10K Oldest— Norm McKinley (age 69)
It’s never to late to start training for this event. We
hope to see you there in 2017 on May 13.
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WYTC Successful Annual Events continued
Labor Day Poker Run
Finally the weather cooperated this year and it was a beautiful sunny day for the annual Labor Day Poker Run. Although the crowd wasn’t as big this year we still had a good turn-out. Participants could bike either 12 miles or a
more challenging 20 miles. Walkers enjoyed a 4 mile hike going the other direction from the bikers on the trail.
Again this year there were lots of prizes! Thanks to our many volunteers for helping to make this a successful event.
Thanks go out again to the West Newton Bicycle Shop for donating a bicycle for the grand prize.

All poker hand winners were awarded a $50 cash prize. A 50-50 raffle was once again a successful part of the event
with two of our volunteers doing a very lucrative job of selling tickets. The drawing winner, Jim Greco of California,
went home with $598!
The Labor Day Poker Run is our biggest fund-raiser and the WYTC appreciates everyone that participates to make
this event successful from year to year. Thanks go out to everyone that participated!

__________________________________
“Energy and persistence conquer all things.”
Benjamin Franklin
__________________________________
Pictured at left is Jim
Greco of California
accepting the winnings from the 50-50
raffle from WYTC
President, Bill Hurrianko.

At left above is Floyd Macheska, owner of the
West Newton Bicycle Shop who donated the
Grand Prize bicycle won by Bob Ward of
McKeesport. Pictured at right is Bill Hurrianko, President of the WYTC.

WYTC President Bill Hurrianko
enjoyed handing out the poker
hand prize money. 4 Mile Walk
winner was Madalynn Lancy of
Charleroi .

Unfortunately we did not get a picture of Kelli Barbera from Smithton,
winner of the best poker hand for the
12 Mile bike ride.
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Winner with the best poker hand
for the 20 Mile bike ride was
Mark Spagnoli of North Huntington.

2017 WYTC Calendar of
Events
Mark your calendars for the following WYTC
events. You may want to check the website,
www.bikewytc.org, in case there may be a change
to any of these dates.
Mar 25 —March for Parks, Cedar Creek Park
May 13 —Fifth annual 5K/10K Run, 2 Mile Fun
Walk
June 4—Trail Appreciation Day, West Newton
Station
Sept 4—24th Annual WYTC Labor Day Poker
Run

Renovated Railcar Becomes
Resource Center
Most of the renovation of the railcar at West Newton Station has
been completed and the focus over winter is on what materials
the resource center will contain.
The renovation is a project of the Belle Vernon Area Rotary
Club with assistance from the
West Newton Rotary
Club. "Work is underway on displays that will highlight significant points along the WYTC section of the Great Allegheny Passage", said Sandy Cover, a project coordinator along with her
husband Sam.
The first two displays will correspond to the floor map of the
trail. One will be a standing photo of the gravesite at the top of
the walkway into West Newton Cemetery with its connection to
the Pony Express and the Tufa along the trail.
The paintwork for the coke oven on the back door is on hold
until temperatures stay in a range needed for the paint being
used.
Current plans are for a first public viewing of the new Resource
Center during Trail Appreciation Day in June.

Don’t forget that you can
now follow us on Facebook
———————————–———————————————
The following businesses have generously supported the Westmoreland Yough Trail Chapter. Please show your appreciation by
patronizing them in return.
Belle Vernon Rotary
Bloom Brew
Bright Morning Bed and Breakfast
C. Harper Auto Group
Commercial Bank & Trust of PA
The Back Porch Restaurant
Flower's Auto Wreckers, Inc.
Fox's Pizza Den, West Newton
Gary's Chuck Wagon
Giant Eagle, West Newton
Highway Appliance
Jack’s Market & General Store
JPK Construction
Kimberly Contracting Services
L.L. Barthels Funeral Home, Inc.

Letterio Distributing
Lisa Doria State Farm Insurance
PNC Bank
Sheetz, Inc.
Speer Street Grill
Szczerba Excavating, Inc.
Ted Harhai State Representative
The Back Porch
The Clubhouse Grille
The Embroidery People
The Trailside
West Newton Animal Clinic
West Newton Bicycle Shop
West Newton Subway

2017 Board of Directors
Officers
President
Bill Hurrianko
Vice President
Ron Pierce
Treasurer
Leslie Pierce
Secretary
Mary Reid
At Large Directors
Robert Hand
John Hixson
Caz Liszewski

Memberships renewed this year will be good until April 30, 2018.
Please complete the form on page 9 and send your renewal in today.
You can also renew online using Paypal on our website, bikewytc.org.
If you select to receive a membership card they will be mailed in May.
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Yough River Trail Riders
Bill Hurrianko is WYTC's leader of the organized rides which began in 2009. If you are interested in having others to ride
with, this is the way to be active, feel safe along the trail and make new friends.
Rides are held on Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and either Friday or Saturday. During 2016 the rides had from 6 to 23 riders who rode between 15 and 30 miles. Thursday rides are dedicated to those who want to take shorter slower rides from 10 to
20 miles long. All rides begin at 9:00 and leave from the West Newton Station with the exception of Tuesday's ride which
may begin in Whitsett, Connellsville, Ohiopyle, Confluence, McKeesport or other starting points. The season begins when the
weather improves, usually in March and extends through November.
If interested write to wytcnews@hotmail.com or leave your name and contact info with the staff at the West Newton Visitor Station. To be included on our email list you must do an initial ride and be a member of the Westmoreland Yough Trail
Chapter, the volunteer group which maintains the Westmoreland County section of trail, part of the Great Allegheny Passage.

Yough River Trail Riders Travel to Ohio
Submitted by Diana Shoff

Bob Hand Reaches Milestone

In the past the Yough River Trail Riders have completed multi-day rides along
The Great Allegheny Passage and the C&O Canal. This year the group decided to
head west to Ohio to explore and enjoy the Miami Valley Ohio Bikeways. The 300
plus miles of paved trails connect 10 counties surrounding the Dayton Area. This
area boasts of having the largest network of paved, off-street trails in the nation.
Our group of riders had the pleasure of trying out a few, namely the Little Miami
Scenic Trail, Ohio-to-Erie Trail, Creekside Trail, Mad River Trail, and Prairie
Grass Trail. The trails wind past museums, parks, and acres of beautiful, rolling
farmlands. We rode through charming and picturesque small towns and enjoyed
eating and shopping at many local shops and restaurants.
There were 24 members of the group who joined in on the adventure to Ohio.
This trip was different as we spent every night in the same hotel instead of biking to
a different locale every day. This made it possible for every rider to ride to his/her
own ability. Some riders did 20 or 30 miles a day, while others did their personal
best, rides of 50, 60, 70, and yes even 100 miles in one day. The most amazing accomplishment was by Bob Hand, who reached 100,000 miles lifetime!!! We all got
to help him celebrate.
The group stayed at the Hearthstone Inn & Suites in Cedarville, Ohio. The hotel
was located right on one of the bike trails so each morning we could jump on our
bikes and ride to the destination of choice for the day. After our evening meal we
would all gather in the hotel lobby to play a game of Charades or talk about the
day’s events. One of the highlights of the trip was a ride to the National Museum
of the United States Air Force located outside of Dayton.
All those who ventured on
this year’s trip agreed that they
had a wonderful time and want
to go back again next year. If
all goes well, I think we will,
after all we left a lot of trails
unexplored. If trips like this
interest you, you should consider joining the Yough River
Trail Riders. We are a fun
group with lots of great people
who always enjoy meeting
new people!
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WYTC Director at Large and Over the
Hill Gang Worker Bob Hand reached a
cycling milestone in 2016. In September during a Yough River Trail Riders
group ride on the Miami River Trail
system near Dayton, Ohio, Bob reached
100,000 miles. Bob started recording
his mileage in 1976 when he participated in the Presidential Fitness Award
Program. That got him hooked on both
cycling and recording his mileage.
Since 1976 Bob has logged miles while
touring, racing and recreational riding
on roads and rail-trails. Depending on
job and family commitments he rode as
many as 5000 or as few as 300 miles in
any given year, but the average annual
mileage over the 40 years of 2500 miles
is a notable accomplishment.

Congratulations Bob!

Trail Monitors Give Aid Along the Trail
Each year a small group of volunteers travel the trail to be available to provide assistance of all kinds to hikers and bikers out to enjoy the amenities along the trail. This
year there were 8 people that covered a total of 3,168 hours and traveled 26,617 miles.
During this time they performed routine tasks such as clearing small branches and trash
from the trail as well as answering questions and giving
directions to trail users. Other tasks were giving first aid
and helping to change and fix flat tires.
To become a Trail Monitor you must first become a member of the WYTC and also attend a Monitor Workshop. A workshop is scheduled once a year and the date will be posted on the web site or you can call the
trail office at 724-872-5586. If you are interested in becoming a Trail Monitor
please contact Terry Liszewski at 724-872-5632.

__________________________________

2016 WYTC Bike Raffle
For the first time, the WYTC held a bike raffle to
help raise money to support the work of maintaining
our section of the GAP trail. Tickets were sold all
summer at the West Newton Visitor Center and the
bike was on display for all to see. On October 31 the
drawing was held and the winner was Jeff Mrvos
from White Oak. He won a Raleigh Cadent 2 with
bell, speedometer, water bottle, and rack with pannier bags. Jeff and his new bike are pictured below.

“Life’s most persistent and urgent question
is What are you doing for others?”
Martin Luther King, Jr.
___________________________________

2017 Bike Raffle
Raleigh Cadent 3
The bike pictured above will be raffled off on October 30,
2017 at 2:00PM. Tickets are available at the West Newton Visitor Center. Don’t miss out on an opportunity to
win this Raleigh Cadent 3 with hydraulic disc brakes, bell,
speedometer, kickstand and rear pannier bags.
The Trail Tales is published by the Westmoreland Yough Trail Chapter. The opinions expressed in the newsletter
are those of the authors and may not represent the official positions of the WYTC. Reprint of all or any part of this
publication is prohibited without express consent of the originating author and/or the Trail Tales. Copyright 2016.
All rights reserved.
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It’s time to renew your membership if you haven’t already done so for the 2017 year. Memberships
will expire on April 30 of each year. The WYTC counts on membership dues to be able to continue
supporting and maintaining the 10 miles of the GAP trail that runs through Westmoreland County.
You can also get a full page copy of the membership form off the webpage at bikewytc.org.

Westmoreland Yough Trail Chapter
Membership Form
Your privacy is important to us. The WYTC does not share names, addresses, phone numbers, or email addresses
with other individuals, organizations or companies.
Name: _______________________________________________________________
Address: _______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
Phone: _______________________________________
Email: ______________________________________
Note: Email addr esses ar e used to send out infor mation about events and other activities. Please include your email address if you have one.

Membership Type (circle):

New

Renewal

Membership Category (Put an “X” in the appropriate space.):
Individual

$20

$

Family

$30

$

Supporting

$50

$

Benefactor

$125

$

Voluntary Contribution

$

Total Enclosed

$

________

I’d like to receive a membership card. Cards will be mailed in May.

________

I’m interested in doing volunteer work. Please contact me.

Please make checks payable to “RTC-WYTC” and mail completed form with your check to:

RTC-WYTC
P. O. Box 95
West Newton, PA 15089

Thank you for your support.
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WYTC Fellowship Evening Celebrates End of Year
The final WYTC Directors and
Members meeting of 2016 concluded with a potluck dinner
which was enjoyed by all attending. This annual event
gives everyone a chance to
share in the fellowship of the
season and catch up with members, old and new. Great food
and conversation were enjoyed
by all!
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