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ADOPTIVE/FOSTER HOME INSPECTION CHECKLIST
Check one:
_____
Adoptive Home
_____
Foster Home

Name:  ______________________________________________________________________________________
Address:  ___________________________________________________________________________________
City/State/Zip:  ____________________________________________________________________________
Home Phone: __________________________ Work Phone: ____________________________________
Email Address (if foster home): __________________________________________________________
Directions to home:  _______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
Introduce yourself to the family.  You will want to meet all members of the family on your visit.

1. 
Check one:
_____ House
_____ Condo
_____ Apartment

 
Comments:  ___________________________________________________________________________
2. 
Does home have central heat/air and adequate ventilation? _____________________ 

If no central heat/air, what type of cooling/heating/ventilation systems are in place? _________________________________________________________________________________
3.          Is the home reasonably neat and clean? ___________________________________________
Do you see any small items or poisonous substances on the floor that could be dangerous for the dog? ______________________________________________________________
4. 
Is yard fenced? __________ 

What type of fence (chain link, privacy, picket, etc.) and is it adequately sized for the dog?  __________________________________________________________________________
5. 
Is fence secure, free from holes, gaps, and weaknesses?  Walk the entire 
fence to be sure there are no places a dog could get out.  Scotties are 
escape artists! ________________________________________________________________________
6. 
If no fence, how frequent are leash walks? _________________________________________

Do they ever let the dog have free roam outside?  ________________________________

Always mention we do not recommend they leave the dog outside while 
they are not at home, no matter what the situation.
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7. 
Is there a hot tub or pool? __________  


If so, is dog adequately protected from entry into the hot tub or pool?  _________________________________________________________________________________________
8. 
Where will the dog be kept during the day? (Check one.)


_____
Outside in fence.  

_____    Is there adequate shelter and water available at all times?

_____
Inside, free roam of house


_____
Inside, crated.  Is crate of adequate size? _____


_____
Inside, confined to certain room(s)


Comments: ___________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________
9. 
Where will the dog sleep? (Check one.)


_____
In crate.  Is crate of adequate size? _____


_____
Confined to certain room(s)


_____
Free roam of house


Comments: ___________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________
10. 
Where will the dog stay when the family is away? _________________________________________________________________________________________
11. 
Are food/water bowls (inside and outside) clean and of adequate size? _________________________________________________________________________________________
12. 
Is dog wearing collar/tag? __________ 

Have they ordered their own tag (adoptive only)?  _______________________________
13. 
What veterinarian do they use for their current pets?  ___________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________
14. 
Do they have heartworm and flea/tick preventative on hand?  __________________ When is the next dose due?  _________________________________________________________
15. 
Do all family members seem happy and committed to getting a Scottie, or if foster, committed to the idea of fostering a homeless terrier?  _________________________________________________________________________________________
If you get the feeling one or more members are not interested, spend some time with that person to assess if the dog will be welcome.  _________________________________________________________________________________________
16. 
Do you detect any tension or conflict in the home? _______________________________ 

If so, then it might  not be the best home to place a dog that is in 
transition 
and may be scared and confused.

17.      Does the family have children? __________

If so, how many and what are the ages? ____________________________________________
18. 
Does the family have other pets? ___________ 

How many, what kind, and do they get along? _________________________________________________________________________________________
19. 
Is the dog clean? ______________________________________________________________________

What is the dog fed? _________________________________________________________________

How often? ___________________________________________________________________________

Is the dog provided with toys, chews, treats, and beds?  _________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________
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20. 
Are they having any problems such as housetraining, barking, or chewing  or, if foster, do they have any questions about any of these areas? __________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

The final question I always ask myself is, “Would I be comfortable with my dog staying with these folks for an extended period of time”?  That will tell you a lot.

You do not have to tell the family whether they passed or not.  We will do that.  Thank them for their time and let them know we will be in touch with them.  We have done extensive background work before the home visit so, most of the time, the home will be the right place for us to place a Scottie.

 Proceed with the following if inspecting a foster home:
1. 
Which vet will they use? _____________________________________________________________

Will vet provide a rescue discount?  ________________________________________________
2. 
Are current pets on heartworm preventative, current on vaccinations, including bordetella?  ________________________________________________________________ 
3.         If they intend to use a crate, is the one they have adequately sized and in good condition, or will they need to be provided a crate? ​______________________________


_________________________________________________________________________________________
4.
Explain that applicants to adopt their foster dog must be approved by Scottish Terrier Rescue of Florida.  No adoption should take place unless an approved application has been received.

5. 
Recommend twice daily feedings and remind the family that some rescue dogs are malnourished when they first arrive and will need to be fed more food, more often, and in some cases, higher calorie food such as puppy formula until sufficient weight is gained.
6. 
Do they have a groomer who is accustomed to handling Scottish Terriers? ________________________________________________________________________________________

7.
Have they sent in their signed foster home agreement? _________________________ 

If not, remind them to do so as soon as possible.

Inspection completed by: __________________________________________________________________
Signature of volunteer completing inspection: ________________________________________________________________________________________________
General Comments: _________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
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