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SIMON Z: My note. I was a better writer then.

JESSE: “And from Zephaniah, ‘Behold, at that time I will deal with all
your oppressors. And I will save the lame and gather the outcast; I will
change their shame into praise and renown in all the earth.’ Jesse, when
you stand on two feet, I will know the Messiah has come. I will fight for
the freedom of Zion in order to see that day.”

(The words hang in the air. Simon Z turns back briefly to his brother.)
SIMON Z: I stand by it. Farewell, Jesse.
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Pools and Such

Sometimes we seek the right things in the wrong places. Sometimes we
seek the wrong things for the right reasons. Sometimes we seek the wrong
things in the wrong places because we long to fill the void in our hearts—to
restore what was once right despite our total inability to do so. And

sometimes, by the grace of God, we seek the right thing in the right place.
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And then we find.

But let’s not get ahead of ourselves because we live in a deeply
unsatisfying world—which is strange considering we have more choices,
more conveniences, and more comforts than at any other point in history.
Such advancements and general prosperity (think electricity, refrigeration,
plumbing, cars, planes, etc.) should’ve secured our contentment. But the
opposite is true, and by and large, humanity is unsettled and unfulfilled.
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Why is that? Well, social media, for starters. Every day we have access to
platforms that are constantly being updated with everyone’s best thing—
pictures of vacations, beautiful food, good hair days, well-behaved families,
and videos that make it seem like absolutely everyone can dance. But back in
reality where we actually live, nothing is perfect and happiness is fleeting.
We might get the job, the house, the car, the relationship, or the
acknowledgment we’re longing for, but every new thing comes with its own
set of problems. And as it turns out, having more choices, along with access
to seeing other people’s choices, creates greater discontentment, not less,
because there’s always more to do, see, be, have, and experience.

Truth is, nothing apart from God actually satisfies—not really,
not permanently, not completely—because He created us to only be satisfied
in Him.

He’s smart like that.
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Your Turn

1. What are some things you assumed would bring you contentment and satisfaction?
Did they? Why, or why not?
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What’s in a Name?

“[Jesus] called to him his twelve disciples and gave them
authority over unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to heal
every disease and every affliction. The names of the twelve

apostles are these: first, Simon, who is called Peter, and
Andrew his brother; James the son of Zebedee, and John his
brother; Philip and Bartholomew; Thomas and Matthew the tax
collector; James the son of Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus; Simon
the Zealot, and Judas Iscariot, who betrayed him.”
Matthew 10:1-5
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The Zealots were a fiercely militant sect of Judaism whose members
carried out assassinations on both Roman leaders and Jewish leaders whom
they believed were either (1) collaborating with Rome’s occupation of the
land or (2) accommodating Rome’s demands too readily. And Simon Z was
fresh off the death-squad boat, which is why his name became a phrase:
Simon the Zealot.
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“1, | am he who blots out your
transgressions for my own
sake, and | will not remember
your sins.”

Isaiah 43:25

How would you like to be remembered
throughout history for the person you were right
before you met Jesus? Of course you wouldn’t
want that, and neither did the other disciples
since it would’ve gone something like this:
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“He does not deal with us
according to our sins, nor
repay us according to our
iniquities. For as high as the
heavens are above the earth,
so great is his steadfast love
toward those who fear him; as
far as the east is from the
west, so far does he remove
our transgressions from us.”
Psalm 103:10-12

before we once were.

Mary of Magdala the Demonic, Matthew the
Taxman Traitor, Nathanael the Rude and Kinda
Racist, Simon Peter the Oft Emotionally
Unstable—you get the idea. No, generally
speaking, we don’t memorialize our “befores,”
because that part of the story typically gets
swallowed up by God’s forgiveness,
redemption, and grace. It’s intentionally
forgotten by God. And then as we follow Jesus,
we become more like Him and less like the
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But Simon Z’s before serves an interesting purpose because, generally
speaking, the Zealots actually longed for some right things. They wanted to
see Israel restored and the Messiah, God’s Chosen One, on His throne and
ruling with justice for all. They wanted intimacy with God. They were
zealous for Him, for freedom, and for a return to the way things were created
to be—which were all good things. Unfortunately, the Zealots were also sin-
soaked, misguided, and just plain wrong in their interpretation of Scripture—

which were all not good things.
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Yet, blessed are those who hunger and thirst
for righteousness. Blessed are those who seek.
Blessed are those who long for God’s proper
place in the hearts of men and women to be
restored. And blessed was Simon the Zealot,
who longed for a right thing in a wrong place
but was mercifully still chosen and made right
by the only One who could.

Righteousness:
right standing before God.

“Ask, and it will be given to
you; seek, and you will find;
knock, and it will be opened
to you. For everyone who asks
receives, and the one who
seeks finds, and to the one
who knocks it will be
opened.”
Matthew 7:7-8
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Your Turn
2. What does it mean to hunger and thirst for righteousness?
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3. Imagine Simon Z's early days with Jesus: a brave,
reckless, passionate, and angry young man spending
hours on end with the promised Messiah he’d been
waiting for. Yet, rather than satisfying Simon’s thirst for
revenge against the Romans or his longing to see Israel
reinstated as a free, self-ruling nation in the Promised
Land, Jesus enlisted Simon to listen and learn and serve
the least of these.

“And the King will answer
them, ‘Truly, | say to you, as
you did it to one of the least
of these my brothers, you did

it to me.’” Matthew 25:40
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That's all ... just imagine.

For Bible Nerds
(like us)
‘Who Want

to Know

Several places in Scripture use the imagery of
hunger and thirst to describe our desire for the
things of God:

“As a deer pants for flowing streams, so pants my
soul for you, O God. My soul thirsts for God, for
the living God” (Ps. 42:1-2); “O God, you are my
God; earnestly | seek you; my soul thirsts for you;

my flesh faints for you, as in a dry and weary land where there is no water” (Ps.
63:1); “I will send a famine on the land—not a famine of bread, nor a thirst for

water, but of hearing the words of the LORD” (Amos 8:11).
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4. Read the verses below and underline the ways we can pursue righteousness, taking
special notice of what it says about our behavior toward others (which, for the record,
includes our behavior on social media platforms).
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“Flee youthful passions and pursue righteousness, faith, love, and
peace, along with those who call on the Lord from a pure heart. Have
nothing to do with foolish, ignorant controversies; you know that they

breed quarrels. And the Lord’s servant must not be quarrelsome but
kind to everyone, able to teach, patiently enduring evil, correcting his
opponents with gentleness. God may perhaps grant them repentance
leading to a knowledge of the truth, and they may come to their
senses and escape from the snare of the devil, after being captured
by him to do his will.”
2 Timothy 2:22-26
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Enter Jesus

“Now there is in Jerusalem by the Sheep Gate a pool, in
Aramaic called Bethesda, which has five roofed colonnades. In
these lay a multitude of invalids—blind, lame, and paralyzed.
One man was there who had been an invalid for thirty-eight
years. When Jesus saw him lying there and knew that he had
already been there a long time, he said to him, ‘Do you
want to be healed?’ The sick man answered him, “Sir, I
have no one to put me into the pool when the water is stirred
up, and while I am going another steps down before me.” Jesus
said to him, ‘Get up, take up your bed, and walk.” And at once
the man was healed, and he took up his bed and walked.”
John 5:2-9
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While the Zealots were warring, Simon Z was watching because Jesus
was setting his kinsmen free in a way he could never have imagined. Yes, the
lame were made to walk and the blind were made to see, but Jesus was also
ushering in a whole new kind of peace—a spiritual healing that eclipsed
even the hostility of the Roman occupation. Like the man at the pool of
Bethesda, Simon had been looking for a right thing in a wrong place. But
that didn’t stop Jesus from entering in.

“Do you want to be healed?”
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What a strange question, because of course the guy did. Every person
with a physical affliction in that place wanted to be healed; it’s why they
were there. But no one seemed to take notice of the One who was actually
able to heal them. Jesus walked among them—the sick and diseased, the
deaf, blind, and lame—while they focused their time and energy and hope on
the water. Which should sound familiar, because we do the same thing. We
humans focus on the things we think will make us happy, the things we’ve
decided we need in this life, while Jesus freely offers us the very satisfaction
and peace our hearts are longing for.
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Simon hungered for good things—for personal righteousness and for
God’s people to be restored in their own land with the Messiah as their king.
But then he met Jesus, who was the answer to all those things, which is why
Simon the Zealot became Simon the Satisfied, having his desires and
pursuits reordered and transformed by the One he was following. And the
result was a quieting contentment found nowhere else on earth.
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Not in a political party.

Not in money.

Not in relationships.

Not in accomplishments or accolades or Instalikes.
Not in good health or a long life.
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Only in Jesus.
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Consummated: to complete;
to make perfect.

“For the Lord himself will
descend from heaven with a
cry of command, with the
voice of an archangel, and
with the sound of the trumpet
of God. And the dead in
Christ will rise first. Then we
who are alive, who are left,
will be caught up together
with them in the clouds to
meet the Lord in the air, and
so we will always be with the
Lord.” 1 Thessalonians 4:16-
17

And that kind of knowledge should change
everything. Of course, ultimate righteousness—
the kind where good forevermore prevails over
evil—will eventually be found in the
consummated kingdom of God, which He will
bring about in His timing and in His way; that
is, with the second coming of Jesus.
(#ComeQuicklyLord ... cuz things are a mess
down here!) But in the meantime, blessed are
those who hunger and thirst for God and His
righteousness  because they will be
satisfied in the here and now and in the by
and by:
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Satisfaction in Jesus

No more searching
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“And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we

have seen his glOI'y, glory as of the only Son from the
Father, full of grace and truth.”
John 1:14
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For Bible Nerds “The Word"” = Jesus Christ
(like llS) Both Genesis and the Psalms tell us that God spoke

the world into being (Gen. 1; Ps. 33).
Who Want

to Know

John later wrote his gospel in Greek, which is a
language that uses “word” (“logos”) to describe

divine reason and that which gives the world form

and meaning; the eternal organizing principle of

existence itself.

So it makes sense that John merged these two ideas by using the colorful term
“Word"” for Christ, who has always existed and was present for the creation of the
world.
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“Jesus said to them, ‘I am the bread of life; whoever
comes to me shall not hunger, and whoever believes in me

shall never thirst.””
John 6:35

“Jesus said to him, ‘I am the way, and the truth, and

the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.’”
John 14:6

«And there is salvation in no one else, for there is no
other name under heaven given among men by which we must
be saved.”

Acts 4:12
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Satisfaction in Jesus
No more striving for things that

vanish, fade, rot, and rust
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“Lift up your eyes to the heavens, and Dismayed: wane, fade, fail.
look at the earth beneath; for the heavens

vanish like smoke, the earth will wear
out like a garment, and they who dwell in it will die in like
manner; but my salvation will be forever, and my
righteousness will never be dismayed.”
Isaiah 51:6

“Jesus said to her, ‘Everyone who drinks of this water will be thirsty
again, but whoever drinks of the water that I will give him will never
be thirsty again. The water that I will give him will become in him a

spring of water welling up to eternal life.
John 4:13-14
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“Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust
destroy and where thieves break in and steal, but lay up for
yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys
and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your

treasure is, there your heart will be also.”
Matthew 6:19-21

“Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass
away.”
Mark 13:31
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Lesson 4
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Satisfaction in Jesus

Continual refreshment
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“And the LORD will guide you continually and satisfy your

desire in scorched places and make your bones strong; and you shall be
like a watered garden, like a spring of water, whose waters do not fail.”
Isaiah 58:11

«I will restore to you the years that the swarming
locust has eaten, the hopper, the destroyer, and the cutter, my
great army, which I sent among you. YOU shall eat in plenty

and be satisfied, and praise the name of the LORD your God,
who has dealt wondrously with you. And my people shall never again
be put to shame.”
Joel 2:25-26
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“Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will
giVC you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me,
for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and yOu will find rest
for your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is
light.”
Matthew 11:28-30

“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has

passed away; behold, the new has come.”
2 Corinthians 5:17
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Satisfaction in Jesus

Hope and joy in spite of the chaos
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“You make known to me the path of life; in your presence

there is fullness ofjoy; at your right hand are pleasures
forevermore.”
Psalm 16:11

“Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. Not as the
world gives do I give to you. Let not your hearts be

troubled, neither let them be afraid.”
John 14:27

“May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in
believing, so that by the power of the Holy Spirit you may

abound in hope.”
Romans 15:13
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Your Turn

5. In light of the preceding verses, describe God's favor toward those who hunger and
thirst for righteousness.
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6. Read 2 Peter 3:11-13, then answer the question it asks:

“What sort of people ought you to be?” (Hint, hint ... the answer is in verse 13.)
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7. How would “waiting for and hastening the coming of the day of God” change the way
you see and respond to the culture, to your circumstances, and to your earthly hopes and
dreams, whether realized or not?
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8. Even after we come to Jesus, we can thwart His favor in our lives. In what ways are you
refusing God'’s peace and soul satisfaction? Maybe the better question is:

Do you want to be healed?
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EXT. POOL OF BETHESDA

(The area is notably quiet for the Sabbath. Jesus and three others
approach the sandstone pool.)

SIMON: This is what all the fuss is about? An oversized mikveh?

JOHN: I have a feeling we haven’t seen it all yet.

(As they descend the stairs, a troubling vision sprawls out before them.
Bodies broken, lame, deformed. People in the final stages of terminal
illness. Lepers. Oh, the lepers. Many unable to move on their own.
Matthew covers his nose. Jesus takes in the sight. He is unsurprised by
the sight but still moved. Among the helpless, hopeless, mostly immobile
group of sufferers, Jesus spots Jesse.)
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Simon the Zealot

The second of the apostles with the name Simon is
distinguished from Simon Peter, not by adding a
second name, but by adding a note about his political
leanings (i.e., his affiliation with the Zealots [Luke
6:15; Acts 1:13]). The Zealots were part of an anti-
Roman movement among first-century Jews, so Simon
the Zealot is noted for his passion against the Roman
occupation in the land of Israel. In a few translations
he is referred to as “Simon the Cananaean,” where
the label “Cananaean” stems from a transliteration of
the Aramaic word for “Zealot.”

Little is known about this apostle, and various
traditions about him sometimes confuse and conflate

with stories about Jesus's brother named Simon
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JESUS: That’s him.

SIMON: Who?

JESUS: Him. The one who’s been here the longest but doesn’t belong.
The sad one.

SIMON: Why do I get the feeling this isn’t just a meeting? Do we need
to be on the lookout?

JESUS: No. Just stay with Me and watch.

(He approaches Jesse.)

JESUS (CONT’D): Shalom.

JESSE (seeing Jesus standing above him): Me?

(John and Matthew glance at each other and smirk.)

JESUS: Yes.

JESSE: Shalom.

JESUS: I have a question for you.

(The invalid looks up, intrigued.)
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JESSE: For me? (Jesus stares.) I don’t have many answers, but ... I'm
listening.

JESUS: Do you want to be healed?

JESSE (confused): Who are You?

JESUS: We’ll get to that later. But my question remains.

JESSE (hopeful): Will You take me to the water?

(Jesus shakes His head.)

JESSE (CONT’D): Look, I'm having a really bad day.

JESUS: You’ve been having a bad day for a long time. So?

JESSE: Sir, I have no one to help me into the water when it’s stirred up,
and when I do get close ... the others step down in front of me. And so
JESUS (kneeling down, eye to eye): Look at Me. Look at Me. That’s not
what I asked. I’'m not asking you about who’s helping you or who’s not
helping, or who’s getting in your way ... I’m asking about you.

JESSE (tears form): I've tried.
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JESUS: For a long time, I know. And you don’t want false hope again, I
understand. But this pool has nothing for you; it means nothing and you
know it. But you’re still here. Why?

JESSE (whispers): I don’t know.

JESUS: You don’t need this pool. You only need Me. So ... do you want
to be healed?

(Jesse looks into his eyes ... tears escalate. He doesn 't need to say yes.)
JESUS: So let’s go. Get up, pick up your mat, and walk.
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Prayer Focus

Talk to God about the things you find yourself hungering and thirsting
for. Ask the Lord to forgive you for the times you’ve sought good or right
things in wrong ways or places. Thank Him for providing for all of your
needs and offering you a purpose-driven life following Him. Ask Him to
empower you by His Holy Spirit to hunger and thirst for righteousness so
completely that you’d seek it in the right ways and in the right places—and
that you’d grow to ultimately seek Him alone.
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Sample Prayer
Dear Lord,

| find within myself a strong desire
to make a difference in the world. Even
if it's a small impact, | want my life to have
significance and to influence others for good.
But | admit that sometimes my competing desires
get in the way. Please forgive me. I'm grateful for
Your conviction and guidance to keep me moving
toward You and the things You care about. May
Your Holy Spirit work in me to desire right
things so that | find my satisfaction,
significance, rest, and hope in You.

Amen.
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(which also happened with James and Judas because they too shared names
with Jesus’s brothers [Matt. 13:55; Mark 6:3]). Records indicate that Simon the
Zealot had a ministry in Parthia (the region of ancient Persia and modern Iran),
parts of which were in partnership with Judas Thaddaeus (a.k.a., Jude). With his
new zeal for Jesus, Simon the Zealot is thought to have also carried the gospel
message to parts of Africa (Egypt and Mauritania), Lydia (a region of modern-day
Turkey), and possibly even to Britain. Variously represented in the legends,
Simon the Zealot was martyred in Parthia by being beaten (with sticks and stones
and/or with swords and spears), crucified, and/or sawn in half (AD 72).
Interestingly, among the legends about the apostles, Simon the Zealot and
Thaddaeus are the only two of the original disciples to die together in any story.
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Lesson 4

THOSE WHO HUNGER

and the ones who cease

“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be satisfied.”
Matthew 5:6
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EXT. POOL OF BETHESDA (AFTERNOON)

SIMON Z: I can’t believe it. You’re worse than you used to be.

JESSE: My legs are the same as when you left.

SIMON Z: I'm not talking about your legs, I'm talking about you. This
Godforsaken place has turned my strong brother into someone hopeless.
JESSE: And what should I hope in after all these years? You and your
murderous kind?

SIMON Z: Jesse, it’s killed me to watch you suffer in your life, and I'm
sorry, I truly am. But that’s not the only kind of pain, and you’re not the
only one who feels it. But you know what? I’m at least doing something
about mine, and I’m not sitting on a bed waiting to die.

JESSE (looking down): Have you said all you need to say?

SIMON Z: I have to be in the Upper City.




image6.png
JESSE: That’s nearby. Less than a mile away. Might as well be a
thousand miles to me.

(crying) Whoever it is, don’t do it. It’s not worth it. If they catch you,
they’l1 kill you!

SIMON Z: I'm not afraid of death.

(Jesse's heart breaks at the words.)

SIMON Z (CONT’D): I just wanted to say goodbye, because I didn’t do
it right the first time. I do love you. And I love God. Goodbye, Jesse.
(As Simon Z turns to go, Jesse pulls out the letter Simon had written
years before.)

JESSE: “... by the time you read this, I will be halfway to the
mountains, to join the Zealots of the Fourth Philosophy, in the spirit of
our great King David who sang: ‘Zeal for your house has consumed

295

me.




