
Ptarmigan Cirque 

After weather watching for the better part of the week, it was decided that we have a change 

of destination.  We had originally wanted to head to Wilcox Pass and try to get pictures of the 

big horn sheep.  The forecast however, was for snow, and cool temperatures.   So, a last minute 

change to head south to warmer weather.   

The group met at the AMA parking lot, divided into our car pools and headed out.  Since the 

drive was not as far, we left a bit later than originally planned, and we knew that weΩd be back 

earlier.  

There were only a few cars in the parking lot when we arrived.  A 

stark contrast to when we returned.    

The plan was to take our time, and still try to shoot as many 

pictures as possible.  This hike is right at the Highwood Pass 

parking lot.  You cross the little 

bridge, follow the tail until you see 

the Ptarmigan Cirque fork, and 

follow this trail.  After crossing the road, you head up through 

trees for about 30 minutes.  From there you follow a one way 

trail (whether it is really enforced, weΩll never know :)    

We decided to explore the cirque, snap pictures and stay warm in the gusting wind, rain pellets, 

and overcast skies.  A far cry from the plus 17 and sunny forecast.  But hey, it beat the snow 

that Wilcox Pass was supposed to receive.   The following are a few of 

the shots. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



What a photogenic 

group. 

 

 

 

 

  



 

  

άSummit photoέ and heading home. 


