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Thoughts from, 

aRoyal440 

Elbert L. Watson 

Another veteran 

A few days ago another World War II veteran passed 
through the thin veil whJch separates this life from the 
next one. He woke up one morning, stirred about for 
awhile, then experienced a dull feeling in his chest. Soon 
he was gone. 

His early years gave little indication that 0ne day he 
would be part of a mighty world-wide conflict. His 
childhood home was in a rural setting in Eden, 
Alabama, about 30 miles east of a "Magic City" called 
Birmingham. He plowed fields, chased rabbits, and fish
ed in Wolf Creek. His fine baritone voice got him the 
lead male role in the senior class play at Pell City High 
School. 

Birmingham's dynamic magnetism drew him there 
one day. Leather goods became his trade. He was a 
salesman, a fine one, too. He utilized his good line, ready 
smile, and quick mind. He learned a lot about life, could 
talk polities, religion, and sports - especially Alabama 
football. 

Then the war came and he was gone, out to a place 
caUed Camp Barkley, Texas, to serve in the 77th 
Medical Unit attached to the 13th Armored Division. 
The nearest he got to live combat was the day he climb
ed out of a training trench, and inched his way across an 
open field while machine-gun bullets zinged over his 
head. 

Letters 

Great service 
I like the Times very much. 

You are doing a great service 
because you tell it like it is, by 
the people ,who were there -
not the politicians' garbage. 

Keep ,up the good work. 
Preston Bristow 
Duluth, Georgia 

(Fof1mer Marine WW II) 

Time flies 
I am glad to see the Times 

salute my old PBY squadron, 
VP 11. It's hard to believe 40 
odd years have passed when 
we roamed the skies in our 85 
mph "Black Cats." 

I have often wondered how 
many of our guys recall that 
for a few months we were 
assigned to the 5th Air Corps 
in Port Moresby, wore Army 
uniforms, lived with the Ar
my, flew with the Army, and 
received medical and dental 
care from the Army. We were 
like gypsies without a home. 

By a strange coincidence 
the "newly" commissioned 
VP-11 is based here in Maine 
at the Brunswick NAS. They 

Oh yes, there was that other time when his unit was on 
field maneuvers. Encamped for the night, the fellows 
were teJling stories by campfire when a huge Texas-~ize 
rattlesnake slithered between the legs of one soldier. 
The ensuing commotion left "hardy" U.S. troops scat- ' 
tered all over the camp area. ,. 

fly sub patrols off the coast in 
what used to be the old 
Lockheed Electras flown by 
Eastern Airlines, among 

August, 1945 found him in California preparing to 
board a troop ship to sail across the broad Pacific, ·· 
perhaps to the shores of Japan itself. There he would 
know war first-hand as he attended to American 
casualities resulting from the expected invasion. He 
would see their mangled bodies, hear their cries of pain, 
and witness their agony of death on the battlefield. 

Then suddenly the war was over. An American 
bomber with a deadly missile aboard took off on a lone
ly, yet dramatic, mission to a place called Hiroshima. 
The horrible scenes of battle would never become a 
reality to him and his comrades. 

The soldier, now a veteran, came home to his leather 
store; his church choir; and, of course, his Alabama 
football. He wore no medals, but he had various cita
tions which showed that his service to his country was 
beyond reproach. He never talked much about his .,_ 
military service, until recently when pangs of nostalgia r 
began to weigh heavily in his thoughts. Then he would 
recall people and events of a bygone era, even 
remembering the small talk of young men far away 
from home and facing an uncertain future . Their 
laughter and ti>ars he nE>ver forgot. 

Saluting heroes 
Several weeks ago a friend remarked : "Why do we 

honor the Elvis Presleys and forget about the Pappy 
Boyingtons?" Our conscience breathed easier that day 
because already we had a story and photo of Pappy 
ready for this issue of the Times. 

Too, we are happy that special tributes and stories ar
rived honoring such men as Smokey Stover, Benn~ 
Mott,- and Jimmy Flatley,· alI' of whom have passed 
beyond the scene of battle. 

Early on, we·learned that few heroes of .World War II 
made the major headlines. That is why our columns are 
directed to correcting those oversights. And we are will-· 
ing to take yet another step for those of you who want to 
remember a departed loved one, either lost in war or in 
the normal passage of time. 

These remembrances will be set in six point type with 
a bold heaeing. If you wish to include a photograph 
(head shot), there will be a $3.00 picture screening 
charge. Please type and double-space your tribute and 
limit it to 200 words. · 

Thanks to Yorktown folks 
Our special thanks to Jim Bryan, Ex,ecutive Director 

of the YORKTOWN Association, and Dr. Clark 
Reynolds, noted Naval historian, for providing most of 
the material and pictures for this issue. Bryan, who 
served aboard the YORKTOWN as Aviation Ordinance 

· and Rearming Officer, is a dynamic and innovative 
leader whose vision extends beyond the decks of his own 
ship to other vessels which have fought for freedom 
worldwide. 

We salute Jim Bryan, Clark Reynolds, and their host 
of comrades who keep alive memories of a noble time in 
our national history. 

others, in the pre-jet days. too. 
Like the venerable PBY's, I 
guess they have nine lives, 

Roland Beauregard 
Harmony, Maine 

Many who knew him thought of him as a typical 
veteran, the kind of person who ser ves his country then 
comes home to live out his life. But to me he was rather 
special. His name was Elbert L. Watson, Sr. He was my 
father. E lbert L. Watson. Sr., was a ll smiles with Camp Ba rklt•y. budrli<'s. 1944. 
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_The-saga of Sino.ke-y Stover 
Someday we' ll go out _to the · 

stars to see and to conquer. 
. ' 

Elisha TPrri/1 "Snwl"•.v" · 
Sto1,1,,r wa."I orily 19 ypars old 

·whPn ht> p<•trne,I 1l10sf1 li11Ps in 

his pri/J/>t'T•PrlJ!P .d,1 11.0 notebook 

l""I. A111t.1zi11gly. lu• map11••,I 0111 
tlu• :wit1ntific rPq11irPmPlll!<I it 
11•,,u/r/ tnk,, to rPa,·'1 !<1111"11 lof,.v 

··s,,a,·,• explorutio11 µmils. 011e 
,Inv. /,e tlwup/11. l1P miµ/11 lu• 
011~• of tlws,• u·lw ,·muJnPrPd th(• 

lu•111·,•11s. 

It u·w, 1101 to /,,,. ut lt•ast uot 

i11 tlmt fa.-i/1im1. l'ttst,•ml. /,is 

,.,,,,rl,inf! t/1p Stlll"S ,·am,, 

tl,nmµ/1 his .w,r,,i,•p nl,ror,tl 

HJUKTOJ17N. Tlwupl, ,.,,, dmm 

;,, ''"' flm,•t•r ,~r lij,,. -~tm·,•r·." 

""""' iH /w11ort•tl todtty l,y /,is 
,·11111 rtttl,•11 1.-lu, r,•111t•111 lwr /,is 
l1oyi11l1 ff'f1tur,•.,;: l1is rnul_,· 
l11,mor: mul l1ilf ,,ct,•rliup 

,•/u,rw·t,•r - qualiti,•,,; u·l1it-l1 

('OlflJJ(J,I;(' tfu, IIIPl1Wr_Y of 
l'ORKTOWN lwnwff. 
______ !.I"·• ........ ,_ Av.~~ 
t:011111y. 1·,•.'<t1lf. •h u ,,,,,,,,.,z,•r 
lw m·q11in•tl 1,i,,; 11it-lmt1m,• from 

a po1mlar t·omi,· .t4lrip ,./u,nu·t,•r 
··s11wlu•y Stm1,,r. " l)rN1mi11f.! of 
lw,·omi11,: " .Vur_,. pilot •. "imolrt•y 
on /),,,.,.,,. l,rr 17. I ')1-0. 11·us of-

.f,•n•d "" "l'I'";" '""'"' w, "" · 
AritJ.tio11 l:ml,•1 in tlu• f:. ."'i • 
.\',,,.,,/ R,•:-wn·,•. I/,, m·,·••111,•,I 

mu/ H'll."1 .. w·,11·11 iu ;,,,,,,,,,lit11,•ly. 

"" U"fll<I 20 W'(tr.'t o/,/, 
Jfl;,1, 1l11• :,,11/,rpa/r of Jflo,-/,1 

JJor II. Smolwy 11•tts us:,ii/.{llt'tl to 
tlu• ,·urr;,.,. llt•R"''·"T . , . ~... (I!, (l 

m PIii l11•r of J' f"-8 111" fi" I 
• X ITS f"tllfl· 

/mt ,·mu,• fll tltt• ,.,.,,,;, ,~f ~Ii,/. 

tNr_,· • ./mu• 1 • 1 ,, I 2. ltt flt•riul 

arfio11 ,n,•r t, wu/,,/,·1111nl ;11 lute 
I') 12 /u• l,nmtf/11 dm,·u (uur 

./"I'""''·"''' 11lm1 ''"· _11_, -;,,ll ,~ff tlw 
,·t1rri,•r ."i 1 R f 'fl JI; ·f • 

I J l(lr
., /()/."I. "'imul.t•,· u·u11 

II (1111 .• • 

I I f /,,. ~ "''' ,.,,,,, -' tlt•llll' ,,,, r()III • 

""""' '""' 0 ,.,/,,r,•tl to ,,,,, 1wrt 
'V,,,..,, ."il1iplwihli111.! mu/ /lry 

II ' (' . r1·1• ,,l,ro(I(/ '"'"' ·""'I""'·'· to :u> 
) OllK1'0W'V. t.l -10. 1/w 

TOPAGE34 

.. 

Lt. E.T. "Smokey" Stover on the wing of his J<'6F Hd k:ut m•veral days bl·forn h,· was 8bot down ovPr Truk. 
Jhn Br)~" ('ullr<llon 
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''Jocko" headed· "Fighting Lady" 
Clark Reynolds, 
Yorktown Historian 

"The 'Right Reverend J. Jonathan 
Jockey Clark!" So hollered an 
anonymous voice from the rear ranks 
of plebe midshipmen at the U.S. 
Naval Academy one day in 1913. Aim
ed at a 19-year,old Joseph Jame_s 
Clark, the barb stm~k, and hence forth 
"Joe" Clark became "Jock." The "o" • 
was added during World War II. 

The futUFe fighting carrierman had 
been born in Oklahoma before it 
became a state. He was one-eighth 
Cherokee Indian, and one of his 
neighbors was the humorist Will 
Rogers. Cartoonists during the 
Pacific War car,icatured him scalping 
Japanese Premier Hideki Tojo as the 
carriers blasted their way westward 
into "Indian country." · 

Clark earned his "golden wings" at 
Pensacola in 192~, led Fighting 
Squadron Two on the Lexington ( the 
"La.dy Lex") in the· early 1930s, and 
endured the tedium of the peacetime 
Navy waiting for the shooting to start. 

When it did, he quickly rose to the 
occasion. Executive Officer of the 
Yorktown at the tim·e of P.earl Har
bor, he rushed the escort carrier 
Suwanee to completion just in time to 
take her into the North African lan
dings in November 1942. He repeated 
the feat with the "new" Yorktown, 
which quickly became the pacesetter 
of the new Fast Carrier Task Force. 

Jocko Clark's success as captain of 
the "Fighting Lady" at the invasions 
of the Gilbert and Marshall islands 
was followed by promotion to rear ad
mira.J and assignment as Admiral 
Marc A. Mitscher's leading carrier 
task group commander for the Cen
tral Pacific offensive. He particularly 
distinguished himself in the Marianas 
and Okinawa operations. 

0hafiing again at the inaction of the 
postwar world, he returned to action 
in command of Task Force 77, the fast 
carrier force operating off Korea in 
1951-52. His aggressive leadeiship 
culminated with his promotion to vice 
admiral and command of the Seventh 
Fleet for the final rn months of the 
Korean War. 

He inspired the devastating
"Cherokee Strikes" of Navy carrier 
bombers against Communist posi
tions which helped force the ~nemy to 
conclude the armistice. 

His autobiography, Carrier Ad
miral <David McKay, publisher), ap
peared in I 967, four years before his 

·death. 
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hums. I, rhc tnoc ,rury uf what fr 

t1Kik to win the awarJs. 148 rare phoM< sh1\\I' medals, 
accouterments, documents. 160 rr-, Sin. x 811. 
H,ml,..,m-. $19.95 

HOME BY CHRISTMAS? 
The Story of U.S. 81h/151h 
Air Force Airmen al War 
Marlin W. Boman 
Srim·-,hillini: 11ue 1;1lc,-in 
rhc worJ:-- 111 rhc M1rvh·,1rs
bnni: l~,cl: the 1-..,ml-in~ r,1iJs, 
m1Jni1,:h1 .1ttnck,, n:scuc mis• 
sums. c11r1111c an,I cscnrc of thc 

E,i:hth Air fi,rcc in anJowrOtcur,cJ Eumrc. With 
rare rhvrn., incluJin,: row camr ,huts rcw,ilini: 
terror, J:11in,:, torture ;mJ cunnmµ. 208 rr,, 7V. x 
9V.. Hdnk"""· $19.95 

QTY TITLE 

Tl!E IOWA CLA8-S 
BATTIZESHIPS 
Mak1mt Muir 
Th<> full ,tury ut 1he lou·,,. New 
]1..-l'C\', ~t,,.,uura ,md Wa..,·,u\,m~ 
rh1.·ir ,,rcr.1t111n, 1.lut1nJ.! \'('. ,r l~I 
\\~11 II , t-:urc,1 nn,I \'1<·tnmn. 
(:u,·cr,- t'\'\.'r\ .,Jv.tnn• 111 ,rru,
ttm.·, l"ljlllrnll'Ut .m,l \H·arunq', 

h.,ckcJ l•1· 170 rm-, rhuh"- how Jr, .. 1·111i:, nl ,;un 
,l,•t,11h .m,I !,.,uk 111.,p,. lt>(I rr-. i~: " <>:,. 
11,nJ.-uwr. $19.95 

MILITARY ERRORS OF 
WORLD WAR II 
~nnc1h Muck,l')' 
~-,._, hn,, rln· ,:rrur, 1,.h.u1i.:1.·il tlk 
u•urw etf rlw " ~.u, rlu .. l"Xl't..'rr 

1,11.•,ll' on h, 11A' t11 m·,u~I .. ,11..h 1,.•1-
t1lr-. in '11,.: hlluri..·. I )1,..:0,·cr ,·~
·•..:11)· h,,,,. l:1:i1.·11h~,w"•r, ~1i•nt• 
~onwrv. H11l1.•r. Rnmnh.·1 ,11hl 

urhcr:- tdl ro 1ncumr .. :r«:nc«:, J1.·,,ll,tt,l, rohu,.,I mt1.·t· 

fcrcnn•, M1rrh· hr1.•.,k,l,rwn,. '""If :-.rr.111.·1,.:) .inJ '""' 
murale. 2~6 rr-, 6 x <I, llurJ.:111\'I. $19.95 

U.S. SPECIAL FORCES 
1941-1987 
Leroy Thompson 
Lift:- the :.hrouJ uf :-t.'(rcc,· fr, 11u 
rh-: unit:- who:u: ;-1:,.MJ,:nm1.."11h, -;1ri..· 

h l1. l h 1uµh t' ,r , ,rJinnr\' en" 1p:,.. 

O\"cr 2CI\) cnml,;1r rh111us ,,t r,IIC 
S\.'\.' rt..·r mis.,inn~ fomun..· n.·:..cu.::,., 
rah.):,., J.!Ul.'rilln ua1nlnu-1hc 

d,,ilr heroic, of t<~lay~ R-,con,. SEALS, CCT, .,nJ 
Ran~cr>-tlw d ir,· unn, of ,•ad, I-rand, of the n11h• 
t;11)'. 1211 rr-, 7'/2 x 'JV,. 11,,.,,1,..,-1<. S12.95 

HITLER'S TEUTONIC 
KNIGHTS 
SS Panzers In Action 
Bmce Quarrie 
Herc " the whulc ,111r1· 111 the 
clitc Waffon-SS l\m:,•r 1)1\'1• 
sh10:r., J..:t,1ilin)! b.uth::i.. c,,m
lTI,tn\lcr:-.. t..•,1wpm1.•n1, mu{l 1rm,. 
rh" h,,w, whcr.·, ;1n,I .. -h\' th,· 
N,,:h (i.1rnh.-J .::1ch umt. frum 

rh\· t1r:-.t ,\\'c"·r1nJ,! c,1114u"•,f!'> hi rlh.' hdlt .. h ~,n1).!J!lc,,• I ll 

sr.1y alt\'\:, hcr1.· ,1n· nlJ 1h1.• \...1tn1pa1J.!n:,., l-\11tJ,•.,, .uru,•,. 
tis.~. ,l1"1,...,.,k.4.'"• ,•,._tc•rr..,·;.\, ·'""' n1t1r,•. 256 r/hlf,,.., .!Jt, 
pr, (16 in cnl11r). II"• >< y;_._ /l1/~-,/,,,,.-L. $12.95 

UNITED SlAlES fLEEl 
CARRIERS OF WORLD 
WAR II In Action 
Richard. Humble 
All th,· )!1Ci11 , h,r,, (l.111~1,·1·. 
Yt•rkto"·n. l:n, .. '1'),tl""''• S.u.1f\1J.!,1. 
H11rn,·1 , '\l.\i,rl .. . ~rc.n l-.1111,~ 
(Cor,,I S,::1, MiJ"111·. S.,lum"n 
blanJ,. Snnta Cru:) ... n1.1~

nilkenr moment.< (!'h,linle R.1i,I, 1 .. 1, Jim,,, l)k,
naw:1)-200:,criun rh.,t<«;inJ l,;,nle maps. 16urp., 
811 x I I. /'uj,.,.."'4·k. $14.95 

- -

iii 
GERMAN UNIFORMS Of 
THE THIRD REICH 1933-45 
Brian L. Davis & Pierre 
Ttcmcr 
Th,·"· HO full-rulor drawin~• 
''""'' rh,· full r.mi:-, ul 1111litar1·. 
r,oh~c. ,mJ dvu: unilurm,: r,1• 
raJ"· and t:V\.•nin,:, wear: 11tllrc 
anJ rccrc-;1tiun Jn.~,: rhea ,in ar~ 
fil\' u( ('U;tl:,, car1.•~, car~~ 

helmet•. hu,,t,. ,l\,,c,. ,trirc,, r ir in,:, llllllh:tnJ,. 
"-Ir.If'-' :.mJ p.m:h'-"':,. ,l th ... • nwt:i-r Jr._•~,-cunl'l(iuu, fun:..: 
in histury. 2 24 Ill'· (II(\ in <ulur), ; x 7V1. H1r,.:rl~1,·k. 

$12.95 
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My quest to know the truth 
Teresa James Martin 
Former WASP 

W
e had just taken off 
from DeGaulle Airport 
and as we were climb
ing for altitude, I gazed 

through misty eyes at the City of 
Paris· below. I wondered if ID¥ hus
band ever saw Paris when he flew 
over it or was it cloud-covered. 

I was in Paris as a guest of the 
French P-47 Pilots Association to at
tend ceremonies commemorating D
Day Plus 40 in June 1984. 

I was ferrying P-47s O\lt of. Republic 
Aircraft's field in Farmingdale, New 
-Y.ork, when I received the telegram 
notifying me that my husband, a B-1!7 
pilot stationed somewhere in 
England, was missing on an opera
tional mission. 

One week later I received his last 
letter to me which was dated June 22, 
1944, three days before his last mis
sion. He was in the 337th Squadron of 
the 96th Bomb Group. He mentioned 
that he needed a "flak suit" and more 
sleep. Their crews were getting little 
rest at that time. 

Time ·passed and I got no further 
word on his "missing" status. One 
da.y, a WASP friend, Helen Richey, 
from my home town, who later 
became the first woman co-pilot on an 
airline, and was now ferrying Jugs. 
out of Republic with me, said she 
would write to her old buddy, Jimmy 
Doolittle, to see if he could help. 

The information (November 28, 
1944) he sent her reiterated that my 
husband was the pilot of the missing 
B-17, which other members of the 
mission claimed was hit, causing a 
fire in the number three engine and 
throwing th.e plane went out of control,., 
immediately. Three chutes were seen 
opening. The plane leveled off after 
that and four more 'chutes were seen 
opening. 

No further observations were made 
as the plane went out ,of sight, so the 
fate of the other thr~ crew members 
was still uncertain. It was Doolittle's 
observation that my husband would 
probably "show up." 

That same week I saw a picture in 
the New York Daily News with the 
caption, "American Airmen Captur~ 
by Nazis." It looked like a side view of 
my husband anc_i two of his crew 
members whom I had met prior to his 
volunteering for overseas duty. 

This left me with the assumption 
that he was a POW and would come 
home after the war was over. 

The WASP was disbanded in 
December 1944, and I returned to F>itt
sburgh to work in my parents flower 
shop. · 

Having r~eived no further infor
mation 'from the Army, l '3/rote to the 
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Teresa and George Martin. Their paths crossed in Texas where they had their picture taken . . 

Chief of Burial Records in the Euro
pean 11heater asking if, in fact, my 
husband was. deceased. They replied 
that they had no records to substan
tiate his death. 

On July 26, 1945, however, I receiv
ed a letter from Lieute.nant General 
Ira Eakem extending his sympathy in 
the official determination of the death 
of my husbanil · in the European 
Arena. 

In March 1949, t was notified that 
my husband's remains were initially 
interred with his comrades at Solers, 
France, and would be casketed and 
shipped to Jefferson Barracks Na
tional Cemetery in St. Louis, 
Missouri. 

Following this letter was one signed 
by Major General Edward Witsell, in
forming me that my husband was a 
crew member on a B-17, hit by anti
aircraft fire on a mission to Paris and 
crashed in Joinville le Pon_t, France. 

In 1950, while working in the flower 
shop, a man came in and asked for 

Teresa James Martin, identifying 
himself as the waist gunner on my 
husband's plane. After I collected my 
wits, I asked him what happened that 
day. He said he remembered the hit 
that blew ofi the whole front end of the 
plane. He said that my husband, his 
co-pilot and navigator never knew 
what hit them. His last memory was 
jumping out of the wounded bomber 
and his 'chute opening. 

His memory loss lasted many 
years, but he had to find me to tell me 
the story. He said he was going to New 
York, but he would return so we could 
talk some more. I never heard from 
him again. I still felt my husband was 
alive and would come walking in one 
day. Even after his supposed remains 
were interned in St. Louis with his 
crew, I didn't believe he was buried 
there. 

When I learned that Paris, France, 
was chosen as our reunion site in 1984, 
I searched through my old papers, 
and found all the World War II 

correspondence. 
I found out the name of the mayor of 

Joinville le Pont and how far it was 
from Paris. The mayor contacted the 
President of the Veterans Association 
in that area and they botb extended an 
invitation to visit 

Several weeks went by, and then I 
received aaditional word from them 
that they bad found witnesses who 
had seen my husband's crash. 
Needless to say I was astounded.. This 
now had become a three-fold trip. 

While overseas I would be looking 
up my deceased mother's childhood 
home in Ireland; try to visit all the 
shrines in France; and go to Joinville 
le Pont. <Besides being at our reu
nion, of course.) 

Before leaving the States, I wrote to 
Roger Belbeoch, President of the 
Veterans Association, and set a date 
to go to Joinville le Pont. One small 
problem, he spoke no English, and I 
spoke no French. 

On Sunday morning , May 'l:1, the 



French Mother's Day, Roger and his 
wife, with an interpreter, met me at 
the hotel and we drove to the City 
Hall, where Pierre Aubry gave me a 
welcoming speech in English. After 
introducing me to the witnesses, we 
drove to A venue de Lille, the crash 
site. 

We pulled up in front of the house 
that the wing had hit. The woman who 
was living there then still does and 
she described her feelings about the 
crash, and how it was a miracle that 
the plane stayed in the middle of the 
narrow street. 

On the wrought-iron fence in front 
of the house is a memorial plaque 
with the inscription in French, "In 
honor of the nine American Airmen 
who ga\'e their lives for freedom." 
The last line on the plaque read, "22 
June 1944." I was overcome with 
sadness. His last letter to me bore the 
same postmark. Two young girls 
brought me a large arrangement of 
red, white and blue flowers. 

Then, we walked o\·er to a garage 
where two 17 year olds hid when they 
heard the air-raid siren back in 1944. 
Moments later they heard the crash, 
and when they peeked out of the door, 
they saw the smoking wreckage and a 
body intact, lying between two trees. 
They rushed him to the hospital, but 
he was already dead. That man was 
my husband. 

Tbe neighbors ran into the street 
and gathered remains of bodies 
before the Germans arrived. They 
were taken to church for blessing and 
buried together. 

When we returned to the City Hall 
the Mayor showed me a niche in the 
~(:)n\.(\or wa\\. Qn \.he she\l was a \arie 
pi.ece o{ \andi.ng gear \rnm the 'B-17 

George Martin, the perleet Air Force Officer. 

-------------- ~ 

Teresa James and "Ten Grand," the aircraft from Republic which she ferried, from 
Long Island, New York to Newark, New Jersey, 19'44 • . 

with a ·gold plate 'that read, "In · One.woman who bad taken a picture 
Memory of George L. Marijn." I was of the . crash, pr~ented me with a 
close to tears. .framed 8x10 enlargement, also ,with a 

In the assembly room with the letter. Another wjtness had a piece of 
witnesses to the crash, the Ma.yor metal mounted in a· blue velvet lined' 

· .. made presentations in French, and leather box. Still another 1had a dog-
.· then in English. The two teenagers, tag belonging to a crew member. 

now 57 years old, who had found They also presented me with a tea-
George's body p.c~.sented me with the · cup size golcl: ·medal 'fre:m toe City o1 
most exquisite bottque,f of flowers I · '' · Joinville le Pont, i:nscrio~d: Geovge · · 
have ever seen. Next a roan1p1.esented Martin. June 22·, 1944. 
a 10 x 12 framed coin with an afta.cped' •· .. · I stood to thank ever~orte-for horror-
letteli that explains in p,art: ·,. ing my husband but I couldn't speak 

After the crash and explosion, we - I just cried. '11hey all understood. • 
popped out of the garage. My Dad ex- · Mayor Aubry's wife took me by the 
amined the impact area after they arm and led me into another room, 
had removed my husband's body. followed by th~ many witnesses. 
They discovered a coin. He kept it in There, awaiting me, was a cham-
his purse for the rest of his life like a pagne reception. After I regained my , 
talisman. After he died in 1965 I decid- composure, I thanked about 50 people, 
ed to save this relic until today. Now- kissing each one cheek to cheek. 
I'm happy and proud that the City of I was happy, tired and emotionally 
Joinville le Pont is honoring this hero, drained when they drove me back to ' 
and the coin is going back to his fami- Paris. At last I knew what really hap-
ly as a testimony of his sacrifice for pened to my beloved husband. It was 
freedom in the World. a very moving and emotional ex! 

Signed, perience. Truly a day to •remember 
Jacques Dumay forever. 
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Summitry, W.W. H style 
A11 th11 Time11 goes io pre11s, Presi

t[Pn t Reagan half ju111 taken off for 
1h11 hi11tork Mo11cow 111tmmit. All 
.4meri,·m1H wi11h him u,e/1. 

W11 •re 1101 intprestetl in {!etting i11-

11t1lred in the 1wlitfos <1f such events. 

p.r11J,,rring w ft,aue that effort l<1 <111r 

elertetl officials to hel11 ,u breatlu• a 
li11/11 easit•r almut 11,,. f11lllrP. 

Bw ire ,·arr >ihow a l>it of "S11mmitrJ· 

No11ta(gia'• 011 this 1>agr - our small 
rmrtrilmtio11 w "m.ald11g the u,orl<I 11 
li11/11 11af Pr place•• i11 wl,i,·h to lit·P. 
Wlwt u•p hal'e lwre arP 111·0 

11/wwgraphs (011e an AmPrican, tlw 

"'h"r a !'fotliPt) of sc·e11P11 long since 
forµot11111, 11.:c,·ept. 11erlu1,11,Y. b_,- tho.~~ 
who were there. 

The 11i<-11tre11 tt>ll ,, story of .,·01wg 
m1111 ,md women of tfifft>rem 
barkµrmm,ls and bt>li11Jif who shart> a 
rommaraderit> which Rtrangt>ly i11 only 
found tl1ro11gh tlte trag1•1J.,• '1f war. 

A11 p'1werf ul 1rorltl le11dt>r11 gather al 

tht>ir Summits, it mye/1t l,e w11I/ for 
them tt> invitl' 11ome reprPllPlltativPs 

who, togP'tht>r, Pxperienc11tl tliP awful 

tmrail of war. 
And if a pit-lure ;. worth a thou111JRd 

IIIONf., lhf' ~~ ~IG., 
,Jiirtn,n at i'Jtp ~m,,,-r righTlraria ror 
of 1/u> photograph at lht> bo11om of 
thu pagP, u,ou/d II0"41 much to tell. 

Another lace of war not often seen. American WACS, Soviet soldiers, and German girls have only smiles for the camera 
Helen Oliver Collection 

American and Soviet pilots in a congenial mood, Fairbanks, Alaska, 1943. Many Soviets flew U.S. aircraft to the front via Eastern Siberia. 
NovoaU Press Agency 
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''P ' '' I · · . ~PPY s · ast nnss1on 
C 

olonel Gregory "Pap
. py" Boyington, one of 

the legendary heros 
of World War II, flew his 

last "mission'' January 11, 1988 when 
death by cancer claimed him at a 
hospice in Fresno, California. Reci
pient of both Medal of Honor and 
Navy Cross, Boyington was buried 
with full military honors near the 
tomb of the Unknow Soldier at Arl
ington National Cemetery. 

Born at Coeur d'Alene, Idaho, of ln
dian ancestry, Pappy graduated from 
the University of Washington in 1934 
with a degree in aeronautical 
engineering. He gained an appoint
ment to the newh formed aviation 
cadet program in February 1936, and 
received his wings at Pensacola on 
March 11, 1937. 

Known as a hell-raiser, Boyington 
was marking time as a flight instruc
tor in Pensacola in late summer 1941, 
when he beard of Claire Chennault' s 
effort to get s.easoned pilots to back 
China's Generalissimo Chaing Kai
shek's war against the Japanese. He 
immediately signed up under the im
pression he could resume his Marine 
career if war came to the Vnited 
States. 

During his service with the "Flying 
~'l.t,~'t~" 'Pa\YQ'y sbo\. down si.x 

Japanese p\anes. \\e was \)at'\ o\ a 
pre-dawn P-40 fighter sweep of the 
large Japanese air-field at Chiang 
Mai, Thailand, March 24. 1942, wreak
ing havoc with multiple staling runs. 

When the announcement came 
down thaJ the "Flying Tigers" were 
to be inducted into the Army Air 
Corps, Boyington, at his own expense, 
headed home to reenter the Marine 
Corps. Because he had officially left 
the Corps, he was only given a com
mission as a reserve (rather than a 
regular) major. 

Boyington's first assignment when 
he arrived in the South Pacific in 
January. 1943 was administrative 
work. To get back in action, he con
vinced his group commander to 
establish a temporary squadron in the 
Solomon Islands using the 2,000 
horsepower F4U-l Corsair, which had 
been given to the Marines because of 
its unsuitability on carriers. 

Boyington quickly whipped his men 
into a close-knit fighting unit known 
as the "Black Sheep. " On his first 
long range mission covering 300 miles 
to Ballale Island airbase near 
BougainviUe, Pappy shot down five 
highly maneuverable Mitsubishi A6M 
Zero fighters. On December 17 he led 
a sweep over an airfield at Rabaul, 
daring the Japanese by radio to come 
up and fight. To this a voice in English 
replied: ''Come on down, sucker!" 

Shot down himself on January 3, 
1944, Pappy languished in a Japanese 

GREGORY PAPPY BOYINGTON shown in his classic photo. 

prison camp for 20 months of harsh 
treatment. On one occasion fellow 
POW's were brought out to watch him 
being publicly beaten with a baseball 
bat. There was not a murmur out of 
him. 

Though he came home a to a hero's 
welcome, Boyington's post-war years 
were less pleasant. He worked in 
department stores, traveled as a li
quor salesman, and refereed wrestl
ing matches to support himself. Bouts 
with alcoholism made his family life 

disastrous. In 1966 he almost clied of 
emphysema. 

But there were bright spots along 
the way. His book Baa Baa Black 
Sheep became a best seller in the 
1950's. A television series in the 
mid-1970's about Pap,py and the Black 
Sheep brought him back into the 
public eye, making him a familiar 
figure on the speaking and air-show 
circuit. He even acquired a single
seal amateur-built aircra(t and 
resumed Hying in the late 1970's. 

A former Marine Corps pilot, Col.
one} Oharles J. Qwilter, remembere0. 
Boyington this way: "By far the most 
colorful Marine aviator of any era, he 
was pugnacious, witty, rebellious, 
fun-loving, a disaster as a peacetime 
office11, a gifted pilot in both 
dogfighting and gunnery, and a 
brilliant combat leader." 

Pappy would have loved that 
generous epitaph. 
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Big E's Tom Hamilton was the luckiest of plebes 

We were the luckiest of 
Plebes! We got to "carry on" 
after the Army game until 
Christmas. It was 1926 -
Navy was undefeated and 
won the National Champion
ship. We faced some powerful 
teams that year: Princeton, 
Georgetown, Colgate and Ar· 

my, to name a few. 
Georgetown had a 300 pound 
guard, "Babe" Connaughton, 
who-ran like a deer. Colgate 
fea lured a hard-driving 
fullback, '' Iron Duke'' 
Shaughnessy, whose game
long heroics were extinguish
ed in the final minute. About 

Prices slashed 

0 "THE BANSHEE JET FIGHTER" 
~s:;:~W::::C~~ot.:!!~':!,~~c,ounc,~r,wovgrtnorma,fllgnf, 
"YOUR AIR fORCE IN ACTION/KORl!A" 
~ ot ,._ ,<o, .. ,, vv., •.,,e.oort, ..wt, r eo, e 29 , . P $, , .., aclO'I 

"AIRCRAl'T CARRIER" 
$kw'yolh~"'otenE1M•C.lf.UC#'l ... .-clit1twslCh-• F~l~•l!OnallflddeitJllll• 
ot tr'le 3 .000 IMf'I ltlOWO la.c ... nl IUMI ot a,,...,~· ~ww:llnO• 

"BISMARCK SEA CONVOY" . i~•:-O~':.\~~~:,.~~==":""Fo,ce 8 ,,.,., ,o·,. 
"WINGS OYER LEYTE" ~ 
~~=·~~= .. :=·:rs~.:.~=z,~::r.l;'!~=:=.. 
IIWu.oft&MaA ol Uylt by h S.vef\ff'I ftff! 

"COAREGIDOR TO IWO JIMA" 
PwatrOQPtfl ~ W &Rid.a Of IN 241h C)Ms,on ti the li!WfltlOn of Co,rtQIOOt Navy ca,,_, 
~~~~~iltldHetONtta~lhtJtoliMMCO&SlandTOk,o 

NF•t31ttc ... ,.. ... ,.., ..... , ....... .,,., JMl• IO~IIJ, •• • •• ••• o .. ,, S4e•• 

0 "ARMY AIR FORCE REPORT" 
Ol1Ct111 Mr- ,eoo-, to CN ~ ~ - 19.U. by Gtn Hao Arnold Acl!On Q»Ofe w,1n ltie ~Jr:,.~:;..,-, CtW\I! B, 11·1 . 1 •8'a, t,ansoo,11. P ·38'1. P i4&·1. Colw11 P•40'1, 

"JAPS OYER CHINA" 
~ICenH ffom conle&ltc JAOIMM pcturtl 8offlbinO ol CIIMI . twdQtl and, .. _, 

"PACIFIC STEP•UP" W• l"I thl Pec'c. 1943 F6F Htlc&ta. P -38'1. P..40'1. o-s3·,. Lbtfatcw1. lhe>uuncll o1 
DWl1'00PefSO,,-, Ntw c..--, Fly~,..,..,. WM• ts\enO ac'10t1-and mor,1 

"A DA'Y WITH THEA-38 INVAPERS" 
A·l& ~ ~ ., action wim !he Gennlns P~ 1 e·, in ••otw'IQ u ,..a, 
"TARQl!T INVISIBtE" !!:~ ~,~ ,-, ove, JaNl'I WIChoul '"flO U'lil lal'Otil bec.auM of dOudl, 

"D·DA Y MINUS ONE" 
NormlnOy invu,on, I eu. wrtf'I 82nd M'borne Orttlo, and Nlnlh P111troope1 Cc,rrwnat'ld 

NF-1,CO r• comp,,,.''°''"''· Jor.1111111111111, Tim,'°'"'"·" ........ 011,, 549•• 

0 "PILOT'S HEAVEN" 
NEW RELEASE 4•we lllm not v.tw.cf by tht Genetll Pubtc ..-.cl the 1 lil40'1 Slneywu 
conduCl,a,d by the Amrr M==o .. .,, -"Y"IOtntny ta\111111 ~nlawtt• takr'lg lrtetol 
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gun sounded. to increase his team's one 
point lead, he fumbled inside 
our five yard line. The ball 
popped into the arms of our 
speedy classmate, Whitey 
Lloyd, who outraced 
everyone enroute to a 99 yard 
touchd~wn run to score our 
winning p0ints as the final 

By far the most formidable 
opponent that year, though, 
was Michigan under the fam
ed coach, Fielding Yost. They 
had enjoyed a two season win
ning streak that included a 
54-0 debacle over Navy at Ann 
Arbor a year ·earlier. They 

All video cassettes marked 
down to $39.95. Order today. 
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li11hten, boml,er, - it'• all here alanr with the battle
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were loaded with Al1-
Americans: Bennie Fried
man, Bo Molenda, and Benny 
Oosterbaan. We were a dead 
cinch to become their next 
victim at Baltimore but, in
stead, we won 10-0. We, too, 
had great stars: the stalwart 
Frank Wickhorst: the fine 
triple-threat back, Tom 
Hamilton; and the heroic 
Alan Shapley, all Class of '27. 
Tom, as Navy people all 
know, later became a suc
cessful coach and a Hall of 
Farner. 

For the Army game, we 
went to Chicago for the first 
and only time, to dedicate the 
newly built Soldiers Field. 
Before we left Annapolis, 
Commander Jonas Ingram, 
Class of '07, gave the Mid
shipmen a rousing pep-talk. 
He was the Director of 
Athletics and his brother 
"Navy Bill," Class of '20, was 
Navy's coach. At the end of 
the rally Jonas said, 
"G'entlemen, the nearest 

- thing to war in time of peace 
is football." I have never 
forgotten it. 

The day before the game in 
Chicago we marched down 

Michigan A venue on frozen 
pavements with leggings and 
ti'1el"<>'t°I~. O'l~tc:.tia\.s., '+I"-\\~ 
'6\nves a'C\\\ T\\\e'::. "IN\\"- \w .. ~~
bayonets. 

The Army team was ex
perienced and powerful and 
the game was a toss-up. With 
the score tied 14-14, a punt to 
our normally sure-handed 
safety man reached him 
simultaneously with two Ar
my players. There was no 
fair-catch rule in those days, 
and neither was there a rule 
against kicking a loose ball. 
When the inevitable fumble 
followed, an Army player 
kicked the ball repeatedly 
along the ground for about 35 
yards , before falling on it in 
the end zone for a touchdown. 

Well, we came back and got 
another touchdown when, on 
a reverse, our "pulling
guard" on the play, Ben Born, 
Class of "X'l, knocked down his 
brother, Army's brilliant 
Charley Born, to clear the 
~vay _ for Alan Shapley to get 
mto the promised land 
beyond the goal line. With the 
score at 21-20, Army leading, 
the inperturbable Tom 
Hamilton coolly drop-kicked 
for the extra point to make it 
21-21. 

Thus ended our greatest 
season. 

Benny Mott 
Naval Academy, '30 
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SteveE~ng~s v1s1011 evo f:~. Inelllortes l 
Naval historian :~ ..,_. , \ 

In early October of each year the 
United States remembers Columbus 
for his discovery of the new world. On 
th.at same weekend, coincidentally, 
the though.ts of many modern sailors 
turn to ceremonies aboard the retired 
aircraft carrier YORKTOWN at 
Patriots Point Naval and Maritime 
Museum in Charleston Harbor, South 
Carolina. 

Aboard the "Fighting Lady" during 
these autumnal ceremonies, emotions 
run a fuU range. Excitement and joy 
are inspired by reunion of friend.sand 
former shipmates.. 

Tears flow as the sorrowful strains 
of the Navy Hymn signal final 
prayers and the laying of me."llorial 
wreaths into the harbor. And finally, 
an inner peace pervades veterans and 
guests as they walk away from the 
ceremonies and carrier knowing that 
few moments have been better spent 
than those just concluded, which were 
devoted to reminiscence and ho·nor of 
friends who gave their lives to 
preserve freedom. 

lt is inconceivable that anyone 
would disagree with the reason for, or 
essence of, these s'llemn ceremonies. 
And, few would argue that any man 
who was willing to go to war and 
sacrifice 75% of his life expectancy 
would not deserve at least some small 
~n%ta.v\.n~ oi bis na.me on a 9\aque. 
'&uc.n a. 9-ro\ec.\ \o nonot Nava\ 
aviators and sailors \ost in Wor\d War 
II, Korea and Vietnam has begun and 
is well under way. But, the job is not 
done. 

Despite the fact that hundreds come 
each. October to pay homage to 
thousands, Columbus Day weekend 
would be just another relatively 
uneventful holiday for veterans if not 
for one man and his fellow shipmates. 

p \ 

t I 

Although a close scrutiny of his 
wartime innovations as an ordnance 
officer would reveal contributions 
well above normal expectations, • 
James T. Bryan was like many other 
officers who served on WW II car-

Jam:s and Norma " Mrs. YORKTOWN'' Bryan pose in front of plaque honoring "Jimmy" Flatley. 

riers.Toooftenhewasthela;tperson others. Through a series of 
to speak to a pilot about to fly his final challenges, Bryan and his fovmer 
mission; too often be saw his ship- YORKTOWN shipmates have been 
mates being hit by a plane out of con- able to establish a viable reunion 
trol; too often he had to look into the group (1948-present), save their ship 
eyes of a man whose eyes could no from the scrap heap (1975)-a feat 
longer see. even Admiral William Halsey was 

Many who experienced these sad unable to accomplish for the war's 
occurrences returned home with an most decorated ship, 'ENTERPRISE 
understandable determination to -and establish several national car
forget the events that prematurely rier aviation memorials aboard 
e~tinguished the adventure of life for YORKTOWN including "Th~ Arl
fr1ends. But James Bryan could not, ington of Carrier Aviation." 
and did not, forget. Individual bronze plaques have 

Desire to accomplish great goals been dedicated into this "Arlington" 
begins with determination, but in any for 58 carriers and their lost 5,465 
endeavor determination alone is crewmembers. The goal of the 
seldom sufficient... even when the YORKTOWN CV-10 Association and 
goal is to pay due respect and honor to Foundation is to honor all men of 

ships' company and air groups who 
were lost at sea and over enemy ter
ritory and whose only epitaph is a 
notation of latitude and longitude in 
the yellowing pages of their ship's log. 

If plans are successful, 108 plaques 
will eventually rest on Y0RKTOWN's 
forward hangar deck memorializing 
close to 10,000 officers and men by 
name, rank / rating a nd divi
sion/squadron. This enormous pro-· 
ject has been and still is costly in time 
and money. · 

On more than one occasion, Jim 
Bryafi has gone into his own pocket to 
fund projects when the good inten
tions 9f others could not equal their 

TO NEXT PAGE 
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Y orkto'µ)n 's Jim Bryan 
a tireless worker 
for Naval history 
FROMPAGEll 

· ability to honor financial pledges. So 
much has been accomplished to date 
that few would complain if such am
bitious programs could not be com
pleted. But, if efforts had ceased one 
year ago, a 1987 inductee into the Car
rier Aviation Hall of Fame could not 
have said that his induction would be 
one of the two greatest honors he 
would carry to his grave. 

The forward portion of 
YORKTOWN's hangar deck is now a 
sacred place. I salute Jim Bryan as he 
continues his lonely and difficult 
uphill battle to secure funds 
necessary to complete the "Arlington 
of Carrier Aviation." It is certain that 
tbe day comes for each one of us when 
all we will have is what we have given 
away. 

Jim Bry~n (cloth helmet) watches his rearming crew move 2,000 pound bombs 
TBF Avengers on the aft deck of Lite flight deck. 

' 

CARRIER AlR GROUP FIVE 
September 6, 1943 

From: Air Group Pilots and Flight 
Crews. 

To: The Air Department. 
Subject: A VOTE OF THANKS. 
1. Please accept the sincere ap

preciation of all pilots and flight 
crews for the excellent work you have 
all done and which contributed great-

ly to the surcess of our first combat 
ffi\S'!t\On. 

't\\ER.'£. ~ERE ~C) Y..~~\~Y.. 
FAILURES 

OUR GUNS WORKED 
OUR BOMBS EXPLODED 
COMMUNICATIONS WERE 

ABOUT AVERAGE 
THERE WERE FEW "DUE" AIR

CRAFT AND 
PRACTICALLY NO "HANGAR" 

CRASHES 
All of these things made it possible 

for us to give the Japs one of the 
damdest shellacings he's ever taken. 

2. Here's what it reminded us of in 
there the other day. "After our first 
blow the Jap looked like a boxer 
knocked out but still on his feet. Next 
we knocked him down. Then we pick
ed him up and knocked him down 
again. We continued that all day until 
he was a pulp." The last plane at the 
island circled at a thousand feet and a 
thousand yards off-shore and not a 
gun was fired at him. THE JOINT 
WAS A SHAMBLES. 

3. We could have no idea that 
without your excellent work and 
cooperation. Keep it up and we'll 
guarantee that the japs will never see 
anything of the YORKTOWN but her 
planes, bullets and bombs. 

Sincerely Yours 
[s[ Air Group Five 

Copy to: Executive Officer 
· Air Department 

PuQlish and Post 

Bryan's vision led to the establishment of the "Arlington of Carrier Aviation" on the hanger deck of YORKTOWN. 
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Lt. James W. "Pop" Condit, second from left. and his crew the afternoon before the Marcus Island strike, during whieh they were shot down and spent two 
years as Japanese POW's. Also pictured: Gordy Marshall and Ken Kalberg and plane captain W.F. McMullen. JlmBryanColl•ctlon 

Pop had the last word 
Clark Reynolds, 
Yorktown historian 

L 
t. James W. "Pop" Co
n dit helped draw fir
st blood for the 
YORKTOWN, CV-10, when 

a strike was ordered against Marcus, 
a triangular shaped five square mile 
island lying 2,700 nautical miles west 
of Pearl Harbor. Since Marcus was 
deep inside enemy waters, there was 
no chance a downed pilot could ride 
the current to friendly shores. 

Lt. James W. "Pop" Condit helped 
draw first blood for the YORKTOWN, 
CV-10, when a strike was ordered 
against Marcus, a triangular shaped 
five square mile island lying 2,700 
nautical miles west of Pearl Harbor. 
Since Marcus was deep inside enemy 
waters, there was no chance a downed 
pilot could ride the current to friendly 

shores. • 
The tor,peckers left severaJ large 

fires on the island, but the heavy flak 
followed them out to sea. Suddenly 
Pop, the division leader, felt a thump 
and looked down between his feet and 
saw a big hole in his fuselage. Though 
flames spewed from the exhaust pipes 
in his engine cowling, Condit decided 
to try to make it to the YORKTOWN. 

The' TBF only got 60 miles north of 
Marcus, forcing Pop to make a dead 
stick landing in the water. The impact 
knocked out gunner Kenneth Kalberg, 
breaking his arm, but radioman Gor
dy Marshall pulled him free of the 
rapidly sinking plane. After the three 
men managed to scramble aboard the 
life raft, Condit noticed that he had 
shrapnel wounds in a leg and arm. 

For three days they bobbed about in 
the their raft, getting cooked by the 
Pacific sun. On the fourth day, a 

Japanese trawler came over the 
horizon and picked them up. They 
were beaten, trussed up, and even
tually delivered to a train bound for 
Yokohama. Years of torture lay 
ahead for the three Americans. 

The Japanese did not desigllate 
Condit, Kalberg, and Marshall 
prisoners of war but "captives," thus 
avoiding telling the International Red · 
Cross of their survival or the ex
istence of the camp (Ofuna) in which 
they were imprisoned. In October 1944 
they were separated and Pop was sent 
to Omuri POW camp. Later he was 
sent to Yokosuka's S~ida prison 
camp. 

He was at Sumida in August 1945 
when the war came to an abrupt end. 
Rescued, Condit and his fellow 
prisoners gathered up their meager 
belongings and marched military 
style through the gate down to a canal 

where they boarded barges and were 
taken to a hospital ship for a cursory 
examination. Then they were 
transferred to a destroyer for their 
first American meal in two years. (!)f 
all 'YORKTOWN'S airmen once listed 
as missing in action, only Pop and his 
two crewmen survived. 

There was one last singular honor 
awaiting Pop. On the last day of 
August he was informed thal'be would 
be one of four liberated prisoners 'to 
represent the Navy at the surrender 
ceremony aboard the battleship 
MISSOURI. "The greatest sight I'd 
ever seen," Pop told a repoder after
ward, "was seeing the Japanese bow
ing down and signing the surrender 
papers." 

Pop Condit haclthe last word-, giving 
further credence to the phrase 
"poetic justice." 
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Witness to surrender 
E d.ger C. Seitz, a pro

m i-n en t Indian a po Ii s 
Businessman, was a 
young T-5 signal corpsman 

in M~y 1945 when he caught up in one 
of the great moments of history. 
Assigned to General Eisenhower"s 
headquarters in Reims, France, Seitz 
typed a message to a distant station 
that the war_ in Europe was finished. 

There was more high drama for the 

Seitz, in the summ~r of 1943. 

ACT o; Mlt.lTAR'! SUR!lEHOtn 

1:t TIIE uiiDC~SIGi:m ACTUIG BY rm: AUTIIORITY OF TH£ CtRl:AII ll!GH 
<X>NMAND H£REBY; 

SURRENDER UNCOIIDlHONALLY TO THE ALLIED SUPREME COMMAUOER AIID TO 
'Ill!: SOVIET KlCH COMIIAIID ALL FORCE AT THIS DAT!: UUD!i:R G!:R~JAU CONTROL, 

TIIE CE!l.''IAII !!ICII co:-:1:AND UILL ISSUE ORDERS TO ALL CERl1AII MILITARY, 
~VAL AND AIP. AUTHORil'IES AtlD TO ALL FORC!:S UIIDER CERHAII COll!ROL 
TO CEASE ACTIVE OPERATIO:IS AT 2331 ilOURS C!:NTRAL CUROP£All THIE 8 '1A'i 
AND 11'0 REHAIN IN THE PQS!TIDllS OCCUPIED AT THAT nm:. 

NO SlllPt VESSEL, or. AIRCRAFT IS TO BE SCUTTLED, on ~AHAGE DON£ 
10 TKEIR HU). , llACIIINERY OR EQU1Pt1!:.~T • , 

THE CERIIAII HIGH COIJIIAtlD ~ILL AT OllCE ISSUE TO THE APPROPRIATZ 
COliliAIIDERS AND £NSURE THE CARRYIIIC OUT OF AIIY FURTHER onDERS I$~UE~ BY 
THt SUP?U:liE COIIHAIIDtR I\LLl£0 £l'P!:1)1TIONARY FORCES MID BY TIIE SOVIET 
l{!Cll COl!l'IAflD, 

nns ACT OF Mll.ITl\RV SURRJ:llDtll IS 1:l'THOUT PREJUDICE 'J'O MID VILL 
Bl. ~UP!:Rl:.t,Ul..0 BY Mil Gl..'Nr.UL Itl$TRUl1ENT roR, OR BY C£RIIANY AMI> TI![ 
~RflAN ARMED FORC£S AS A VHOL£, 

IN THI: l;VEIIT or THt CERIIAU HIGH C01111AtlD OR A~V or nn: roncrs 
ltl~E;\ THEIR COlffROL FAILIIIC TO ACT Itl ACCORDAll~l IIItll TIIIS ACT or SUR.
REIIDtn TH£ SUPREME COMIIA~DER I\LLiEl ZX!'[l)lTIC/tARY ronc£s MID THE 
SOVIET II lCH COlll·lMlD OR AllV or THE roRCtS UNDER THEU COilTROL l'AILIIIC ' 
'IO ACT IN ACCORDAtJCE W 1TH TlllS ACT OF SURRENDER THE SUPR£1i£ COmlAllDER 
AL1'I£D tl(?£D!TIOllAllY FORCES AND THE SOVIIT HICK COMMAND \!ILL TAKE 
'lllE PUtlITIVE OR OTH£~ ACTIOtl AS THEY DEEM APPROPRIATE, 

SlClitD AS 
RHEIMS, FRAIICE 

AT a241 HOURS 

young Hoosier on the day of sur
render, May 7, 1945. He showed up 
that morning at the surrender site, 
SHEAF'S headquarters, a red brick 
building of a boys' school, and 
selected a spot on the porch which 
placed him within yards of the room 
where negotiations took place. Today 
he still remembers seeing the large 
automobiles driving up to the building 
with German officers, and later 
departing yvith the white flag of sur
render displayed. 

Seitz began his military service at 
Fort Benjamin Harrison, Indiana, 
January 10, 1943, and was assigned to 
administrative duties. In the fall of 
1944 he went overseas abroacf.., the 
Belgium troopship LEOPOLDVILLE. 
At SHEAF (Su~reme Headquarters 
Allied Expeditionary Force) he was 
specifically assigned to the teletype 
section. 

Frequently in letters home Seitz 
closed by saying, "Nothing ever hap
pens to me." Then the dramatic mo
ment came and he wrote the following 
letter to his parents: 

"One cannot help being in a bead
, quarters of this size and repute 

without knowing a little of what is go
ing on. Several times when I wrote 
you nothing was happening, I was 
bubbling over, but such things cannot 
be passed so I could not teJJ you at that 
time. 

"Then it happened. Sunday, May 5, 
I went to work on the midnight shift 
and at 4:15 a.m., Monday, May 6, 
1945, I had the pleasure of typing a 
message to a distant station which 
said in effect - the war in Europe is 
finished. Even though I have played 
but a minor part in the European vic
tory, when I transmitted the message 
announcing the war's end I felt elated 
to a high degree. 

"But the thrill I felt in sending the 
message was not the only one of that 
evening. About two hours before, I 
took a quick trip over to the room 
where negotiations were proceeding 
and tried to drink in history in the 
making. I couldn't see much, but 
there were movie men, other 
photographers, and on occasion an 
anxious delegate walking around. 
And then the meeting b11oke up and all 
the brass started to leave. 

"To attempt to tell you the sensa
tion I felt when the German delegates 
came out and climbed into the car 
with the white flag of surrender is an 
impossibility." 

Today Seitz has a handsome office 
on the top floor of a building near the 
heart of downtown Indianapolis. 

al aeHA1:, or THE c1:R11AN 1ncH coMHAHD Memorabilia ~d photographs of the 
Jool) Wat:' period elaim a modest part of bis 

Oil THE 'TTM DAY OF IIAY 19115 

ni rac- P11£s£llci: or--oi: zt11ALr or n:£ suPaDlt co.;aAnD&R A,E,r, office furnishings. Though he has 
v,u. SIIITII come a long way-over the years, he 

al 11t11Atr or THE sov1cr HICJI co11AAuo • has never forgotten that br:ief mo-
r ment in Reiins when be was one of the ~~~~~~-"l!""'!!~-~~~-------.a fortunate ones to touch history. 
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Seitz in the sunender room. Reims, France, May 7, 1985, 
40 years to the day when he witnessed the surrender. 

Explodes fourteen 
major myths about 
Panzers, Russian 
arms, Patton, El 
Alameln, the 
submarine war, 
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How could they watch the ball? 
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Movie Queen Paulette Goddard winds up on the mound at the Jacksonville Naval Air Sta
tion, Navy Day, 1941. Coaching her is Lieuninant George f:arnsliaw, former pitcher for 
the Philadelphia A's and future gunnery officer of the ¥ORKTC>WN. Clar11Reynokl1Ccillectloa 



COMING .A:T YOU. A dive bomber gets the go signal from the plane launch officer as five torpedo bombers begin to taxi forward to the 
taunchinQ spot. The planes take off every 30 seconds. 

Night birds of the ~~nig E'' 
A.W. "Arne" OlsQn, 
Enterprise Association 

F rom December 7, 1941 
to August 25, 1942, 
the Squadrons of Air 
Group Six assigned to USS 

Enterprise CV-6 provided daylight 
r.aids and attacks on enemy aircraft, 
ships, and installations. ' 

Their record turned the course of 
the war in the Central Pacific, and ex
tended to Guadalcanal and the 
Solomon Islands. 

They we.re followed by the 
Squadrons of Air Group 'Fen, which 
were deployed on Enterprise from Oc
tober 16, 1942 to May 9, 1943. They par
ticipated jn some of the most savage 
battles of the war. 

In the first 13 months, Enterprise 
and her Air Groups had been a major 
factor in nine aattles in the Central 
and South Pacific. 'l1he ship had sus
tained major damage on several oc
casions from enemy air attacks. 

During that period, night carrier 
operations were net possible. Whe 
development of aviation Fadar was in 
its ipfancy, but several individuals 
recognized the need for, ( 1) training in 
night oper~tians, and (2) aircraft 
equi,ped V4ith radar to provide the 
"eyes in /the night" for tactical 
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operations. 
On Octob!;?r 30_, 1942, Lt. W .I. Martin, 

Executive (!)fficer 0f VS-10 received 
one TBF equipped with ASB-1 radar 
and Martin requested the oppertunity 
to develop its potential'. 

The ship's Radar Officer, Lt. Henry 
Loomis, volunteered to assist Martin 
in this projeet. By December, Martin 
and Loomis had 15 hours of ex
perimental radar flying time. They 
recognized its capability as well as its 
limitations, but this was the seed that 
started the development of night car
rier operations. 
· 'FFaining commenced on a crash 
basis, and impro:vements in new types 
of aviation radar were soon forthcom
ing from the engineers at MIT. 

Air G11oup Six, with LCDR Butch 
O'Hare as its Commander, was on its 
third tour in Enterprise in November 
1943. At Makin Island, enemy night 
air attacks on U.S. Fleet units were a 
major problem. 

Tem Hamilton, Air Officer, and 
O'Hare developed a tactic of using a 
TBF with radar to direet fighters 
against enemy aircraft. 

One of these missions occurred on 
the night of November 26, 1942. LCDR 
J.C. Phillips, Commanding Officer of 
VT "6, was flying a radar equipped 
TBF. Two Hellcats had also been 
launched for this new applic~tion of 

night tactics. 
The FDO directed Phillips to tbe 

vicinity of a bogey, and closed on the 
target with the assistance of his own 
radar, identified it as a "Betty,'' and 
splashed it with his own guns. 

A few minutes later, the FDO had 
him on the track of another bogey, the 
intercept was cornpletea, and he 
Sl!)lashed another "Betty." 

During the course of this action, one 
of our Hellcats ventured into the 
vicinity of the TBF and was mistaken
ly fired upon by the turret gunner. 
'Fhe Hellcat, piloted "by Butch O'Hare 
was shot down and lost. O'Hare had 
previously earned the Congressional 
Medal of Honor in February 1942, 
while ser,ving with VF-3. 

lin January, 1944, Air Group Tea 
was on its second tour with Enter
prise. LCDR. W.I. Martin was the 
Commanding Officer of VT-lO. He had 
trained his pilots and aircrews exten
sively in night operations, and on 
February 17, 1944 at Truk, the men 
were given an opp0rtunity for a night 
attack on Japanese fleet and shipping 
units located in two anchorages . 

This was one mission Martin 
wanted to lead, but he was grounded 
due to an accidental injury received 
aboard ship. He assigned Lt. V. Van 
Eason to lead 13 TBF's on the 
mission. 

Every pilot made at least one bit on 
targets. The damage inflicted was im
mense. One plane failed to return, and 
was presumed lost. Air Group Ten 
also had a 4-plane Detachment of F4U 
Corsair night fighters equipped with 
radar, and they were employed effec
tively in both day and nigh t 
operations. 

This unit was known as VF(N)l01. 
Its Commanding Officer, LCDR. 
Richard Harmer, is credited with the 
first radar-intercept splash of a bogey 
by a carrier-based VF(N) Navy night
fighter on April 24, 1944. 

Air Group Twenty deployed on 
Enterprise from August 16 to 
November 23, 1944. Their TBM's were 
radar..equipped and they also had a 
4-plane Detachment of F6F.:3(N) 
night fighters with radar, VF(N) 20. 
They were effectively deployed when 
required, and scored several times 
during strikes at Nansei Shoto, and 
the Leyte Gulf campaign. 

On December 24, 1944, Night Air 
Group Ninety equipped with TBM-3E 
and F6F-5(N) mi-craft and the latest 
X-Band radar, was depleyed on 
Enterprise, making her a night car
rier. In the next five months, this Air 
Group flew 1,022 night sorties against 
enemy targets on Luzon, ports on the 
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