January Trinity Topics 2021
A Word from Pastor Ann Marie
“. . . just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father,
so too, we might walk in newness of life.” (Romans 6:4)

“Newness of life”
As a church, we are a group of baptized followers of Jesus. We follow him by dying to sin, and
rising to new life. We discover newness of life when we die to the “old self”, and receive the grace
of God for our lives. During the coming weeks, in our Sunday scriptures, Jesus calls Philip,
Nathaniel, Simon Peter, Andrew, James and John to leave their way of life behind, and follow him.
They do! By walking in the ways of the Master, they learn to live a life that conforms to his call—
living with generosity, including the stranger and outcast, having faith to move mountains, healing
the wounded (body and soul), and so on.
I believe Trinity is walking in step with Jesus; The vestry and I have been embracing newness of
life in our relationships at Trinity. You may have heard that on December 12th, I led the vestry in
a half-day mini-retreat. Our focus was on the importance of prayer and faith-sharing. We had an
overview of the first book in a series by Martha Grace Reese, the “Unbinding” series. Delving into
“Unbinding the Gospel,” we will be praying together regularly, and inviting others at Trinity to join
us, as the Spirit guides us.
In terms of our worship life, we are also being made new! Like many churches, Trinity is finding
that a three-part congregation is emerging: 1) Those who are worshipping only when we gather in
person; 2) The ones who will only join us online; and 3) Those people who do both in-person and
online worship. We are exploring ways to enhance our videos, planning to install cameras for
capturing the movement of the liturgy, musical offerings, readings and sermons, prayers, Holy
Eucharist, and so on. We are in the exploratory stage. There is software that simplifies these focal
changes. We are in need of someone (or two people) to run the camera/software. If you know
anyone who would be interested please contact me.
How does all of this work together as a whole? I see individuals who are stretching to
embrace spiritual newness in their lives. I know that Trinity’s leadership body-- the vestry,
Deacon Stephanie, and I-- are fully engaging in prayer. By God’s grace, we are planning to reach
out in new ways. Let’s continue to follow Jesus.
Happy New Year!!!
Pastor Ann Marie

May grace abound for you and yours!

Warden's World
To say this has been a strange year would be an understatement. As you all know, Trinity
Church has not been exempted from all the turmoil and operational adjustments. We have
gone from normal Eucharist, to normal Morning Prayer, to shut down, to restricted outdoor
Morning Prayer, to inside restricted Eucharist, to current virtual Liturgy of the Word. We have
gone from a 60% Priest, to no Priest, to a full time Priest. Many of you have not been able to
step foot within the Sanctuary since March of 2020 due to understandable health concerns.
When it will conclude is beyond my understanding.
Our Worship Services and schedules are not the only challenge to our maintaining a strong
Parish. Trinity Episcopal Church’s By-Laws require that we have an Annual Parish Meeting held
within the month of January. It designates a Quorum, Presiding Officer, Time, Place, as well as
notice given. Such a get together during the pandemic does not seem practical or worthwhile.
The Vestry has therefore decided to delay the required meeting until the Spring. The hope will
be that we will be able to have at least a restricted meeting at that time in person. The
required notification of meeting, agenda and reports will be provided at that time. Should such
a meeting be impractical, we will adapt and provide an alternative venue.
Let me assure you that Pastor Ann Marie, the Wardens, and Vestry have been continuing to
meet and developing plans to continue and grow the Parish in 2021. Many of our Committees
have been progressing at a reduced level of activity but are poised to respond when the climate
allows. We do have an approved budget for 2021 that reflects our current reality as well as
allowing for an active program year when allowed. It does anticipate an operating loss of
approximately $47,000. This was acknowledged when we made the commitment to go with a
full-time priest. We continue to be financially sound and poised to move forward as directed
from God. The direction will be guided from listening to God through prayer.

Be Safe, Be Well, We Love You,
Jim

SUNDAY MORNING WORSHIP
The service is live streamed on Trinity's Facebook page at 10:30 AM
Available on our website: www.trinitytroyohio.org
Posted Sundays, between 12:00 pm and 1:00 pm.
WEDNESDAY CELTIC SERVICE:
We are presently not meeting.
The liturgy is posted our website under Worship / Celtic Prayer
On Wednesdays.
2

NEWS TO KNOW
Dan Swank (01/01), Alan Kappers (1/04),
Wiley Smith (1/09), Brian Wilgus (1/29),
Winnie Hackworth (1/29), Carole Van Osdol (1/30)

Worship may look different. It may feel different. But when minds and souls listen,
pray, and reflect together we create a bond. As we continue through this
journey of staying apart to stay safe, we offer ways to connect with one another.
Technology allows us to watch our Worship Service "Live" through the Trinity
Facebook page each Sunday morning at 10:30 am. If you are not on Facebook
you can watch a video of the service. Pastor Ann Marie posts it following the service, usually between
12:00 pm and 1:00 pm. The bulletin will also be posted to the website. A copy of the bulletin is being
sent to the congregation via Email so you can follow along together.
The Wednesday Evening Service bulletin can be found weekly on the Website.
under Worship / Celtic Prayer.

On the Home Page:

The Vestry is looking at cameras to enhance our on-line worship. We are presently using
an Iphone. If you, or someone you know has experience in videography, please let us know.
We would like to find a "tech-savy" individual to help with set up and recording.
OFFERING ENVELOPES:
For those who requested envelopes, they are ready. If you could stop
by the office to pick yours up, that would be helpful. If you need it
mailed, please let Char know.
Donation Statements for 2020 will be available in early January. If you would like a
copy of your Statement, it can be emailed, or mailed through the post office.
Call or email the office.

trinitychurch@trinitytroyohio.org

Due to the current Covid19 guidelines, the Annual Meeting cannot be
held in January. The Vestry has voted to postpone the Annual Meeting
to a later date in the spring. Please see Warden' World for more
information on page 2.
Annual Reports will be presented at the Annual Meeting at this later date
but reports can be sent to the office at anytime.
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Kindness
Gratitude

Everyone's doing their best.
No one has done this before.
Making much of our lives
virtual will be messy, glitch,
and imperfect.
And that's OK.
Let's try to be kind and
patient with one another.

Wrap others in gratitude.
A simple, "Hey I appreciate
you", might be the extra push
someone needs to make it
through the day.

Joy
It's OK to seek joy and beauty
during this dark moment.
Watch something funny on the
television, enjoy some good
music, take your time and
savor a moving book.
But be care with the trap of
drowning away worries
or watching them
go up in smoke.
Best to talk it through with
someone,
Journal about it,
Prayer about it, meditate.

Wellness
Stay informed but unplug often

for you own mental wellness.
It's OK to be nervous
or sad or angry.
We're human.
Let's allow each other
to be human.

Future

Checks-Ins

Try to look around you in the present,
look inward into your heart,
look above for help and peace,
but also ahead.
There is a future after the worst of
this has passed,
after a vaccine has been distributed,
after we have healed as a world.
Don't loss sight of that.

Go the extra mile
and check in with others.
Ask: "Doing OK?"
"Anything I can do?"
Via text, email, phone, can help make a
disorienting season more endurable.

God's Mercy and Grace give me Hope -For myself, and for the World.
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