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The first six pages of this document are a narrative history of AFVN, starting with its
founding on August 15, 1962 and ended with the publication of this fact sheet on or
about April 14, 1968. AFVN continued operating through March 1973 and then the
name was changed to American Radio Service and it became a civilian-operated radio
station in Saigon only.

The last two pages are a chronological dating of important events in AFVN History
through that same period.



[ AMERICAN FORGES VIETNAM NETWORK
Fact Sheat

jrmed Forcea Radio in Vistnam commenced operation on August 15, 1962
from studice located in the Rex Hotel, 145/1L7 Npgren Hue, Ssigon. On this
day Oeneral Paul D, Harldns, 154, Commander U.5. Military Assistance Command,
¥iagtnam, made the following remarkes

When the Armed Forces Redleo Service wms oreated in 1942, 4t was a
boon 40 tha morales of ouwr fighting men in World War JT1. Today, many
Amarican sarvicesen are agein far from their hoses and fomdlies in =eny
locations throughout ths world. Ths nesd for Armad Forcen Radlo
therefore contimies and im perhaps aven more important in light of the
complaxitisa of today's world,

Thet Ammad Forcas Redic, Saigon, is on ths alr todsy is & tributs
to tha fine work and aplendid cooparation of many sgencies and
individuals, both Vistnemess snd Amarican, Tt is tangible svidence of
the teemwork which characteriszes our Joint sffert hare,. My parsonal
thanks snd gratituds go to all whose efforts hava helped to sstablish

= this statlon.

It is my slinoere wish that AFRS Salgon wlll uphold and enhance
the outatanding reputation which the Armed Forces Radio Service enjoys

throughout the world and that it will be a most successful medium of
information, aducation mnd sntertairment,

Genarsl Harkins thus highlighted the scle purposs for the existence of Armed
FYorces Radio snd Telsvision Service lecilitles anywhare in the world:
®information, education and entertainment.™

In the beginning, slmoet all sudie, trasnsmitter snd broadcasting
squipment war borrowed from 0.5, and Vietnmm military end civilian sgencies,
Spars parts and suppliss ware obtained from varlous militayy resources, and
ell =ilitary personnel operating the station ware obtained from COMUSHACY
parsonnal resources., The statlon waz operated by s five-man crow and ssveral
Toluntesr announcers and newomen. The first radio progress ware transmitted
for 1B hours a day. From this underataffed, and equipment=-short, beginning
AFAT Vietnam grew with the expansion of U.5, Forces,

Small S0-watt repesting transmitters wers strategloslly placed
the Republic whers the mejority of American troops could plok up
the ATRT signal with transistor radice, Tha mumber of these repeating
tl‘tll-itf-lt'l also o | with tha ﬂ]:-lh-lim of U.8. Foroas.



Tn the gutimn of 1964 AFRT Vistnae moved from ths Rex g“?’l tnliarﬁ:;rm
batter-equipped spaces in the Brink BOQ, 101 Hei Ba Trang, Salgon. e
December of that yesr membars of the jr;:d forces Radio and Telsvlsion Service
ataff made a visit to Vistnem o inspect AFRT facilities here. Their report of
this visit gives an ides of the situstion at that times

APRT brosdcasts in Vistnes emanats from studic facllities in Saigon,
and are rebrosdcsst by slaven relsy outleta throughout the country.
Aecording to MMV estimstes, 9l of the assigned and deployed U.S, military
persormel in Vietnam sre within rmge of radio brosdoasts. The DOD tesn
nads perscoal observation at four of these outlets snd found the coverage
to be inadequate due to tha technical impairment by equipment.

Ovarsll mission mocomplishment and effactivensae in support of
the Commander's Information, Bducation apd Entertelirment program e
excellent in the Saigon area. AFRT Saigon is an sssontial command tool
in reaching persormal, The affectiveness of AFAT radio broadoasts to
persormal statioted cutaids of the Saigon coversge area is greatly
reduced by tachrdcal deficiencies of the equipment sveilsble,.

At tha tims of this staff visit, the persormsl complemsnt at AFRT Vietnam
wvap 17, including € local mational employess,

Barly Christmas Bve, 196k, the strests of Saigon were crowded with both
American snd Vistnamsss shoppers. The weather was hot and sticky, Armed Forces
Radio was siring Christmss music when suddenly the carocls stopped. A browm
eloud of debris mushrocmed several hundred feet above the Erink Hotel and the
following concussion shattersd windows for & mile. A the dull boam schosd
across Ssigon, an umnatural stillness followsd, The Viet Cong had set off 250
pounds of plastic at the downtosm BOQ killing two snd injuring scorss of
Amerisans, AFRT, inside the hotel, was partially deatroyed, The shakenad staff
managed to set up & temporary station, snd within a few hours was back on the
slp with holiday carole. But now, from time to tims, the music was interrupted
with srmouncements asking for Wlood donors to report to the Navy hospital.

In February, 1965, radio programming was expsnded from 1B to 2l hours a
day. The installation of M eguipment in Saigon and the commencement of special
FM programming during afterncon and evening hours was anciher step toward
expanded service. The bipgpest step made during this period, howswar, was made
en March 2li, 1965, when a new two-way Pacific link was made batween Ssigon and
AFRIS, Los Angelsa by underwatar cable, This enabled AFRT Vietnam to recelve
West Coast programming 2 hours daily, and msant that najor sports avenis,
important spaaches mnd top-rated special events progrems could be broadcast in
Tietnam an they are heard over the networks in the United States.

In 1965 the U.5. Navy's Oceancgraphie Air Survey Unit operating out of
Patuxent River, Maryland, was given a special assigrment in connaction wlith
Armed Forges Radic and Television in Vistnam, The Joint Chiefs of Staff
dirssted that cartain C~121 Super Constellation aireraft cperatad by the Navy
wit be equipped with AM, PM and television tramsmitters for "research and
othar epecisl projects.® These sircraft wers named Blus Eagls, In May, 1965,
work was begun on Hlua Bagle One for configuration as a high power communicatdons
and radio ralay station. When complated, the alroraft was deployed to Vietnam
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to broadcast over AM and short wave, through relay, the 1965 Bassball World
Seriss to servicemen in Vietnam and to ships at sem in the Pacific. The
syatem proved to be wery effective and popular.

By thim time it had been determinad that televieion would significantly
contribute to the 1.5. policy objectives of rural ﬁl&iﬂuiﬂm; urban
Btability, nationsl wnity, fres world support and U.3, pressnce in Vietnm,
In Auguat 1965 spsciszl modifications vers begmn on Blus Esgles Twe and Thrae,
Their new configuratien would enables them to brosdcast talsvision prograsming
on two channels, as well ss heve various radio communications capabilities,
Theoe aircraft wers deployed to Vietnam in Januvary 1066, Eash had two
telsvision tranmmitiers ?Eﬂn watta each), AM (10,000 watts), PM (1000 watta)
and short wave/single sideband with s four channel talatype hook up (10,000
watfe, all almltanecusly, if required), Alss, esch sircraft was squipped
with two video twpe resorders, six mudlo taps recorders, two 16mm film
projectors, end a smell, live studic,

Telovision made its debut in Vietnam on Fabruary 7, 1966. Initisting the
new Service was a specisl program inoluding speachess by Premier Nouyen Ceo
Ky, Ambassedor Henry Cabot Lodge, and Gensral William C, Westmoreland, This
program was recorded on video in the airport terminsl st Ten Son Nhut,
Cablas conmected the cameras in tarminel with tha Blve Eagle aircraft
which was parked close by, Later a stidioc was set up in downtown Saigon to
?rodno- the video taspas used for sach Vietnamess broadoast (channel 9), U.S.

charmel 11) mmu- materisls consisted principally :-L:-f top U.S. 17
; in H

As tha Blus Fagls flights continued, construction cosmsnced on permanant
ground station facilities at 9 Hong Thap Tu in Saigen, By this time plans for
a television nstwork in Vietnam, greatly improved radio broadeast facilities,
and the resultant increane in APRT perscrinel requiremants were in an advanced
stags, Comtrscts had besn lat for ssven telsvision ans,

On Aprdl 13, 1965, the VO attacked Ten Son Fhut sir base with mortara,
and all Plus Eagle sircraft ware dmmsged, one extensively, Flue Eagls Two
sustained two direct hits diring the attack, Navy inspectors were flown to
Vietnsm to survey tha dmmage. They decided that the eircraft could be repaired,
but that it would take from % to 13 weeks.

With enly one sircraft availsble, TV programeing was reduced to five daym
8 wonk. Meamhile, the remaining svailable crew members got down to the business

flying with its regular 17 programwing on May 11, exasctly 28 days after tha VO
mortar stiack, and at least 5 wesls ahssd of the pradicted repair timas,

The first T van that errived in country was placed on Vunmg Chus hill in
Qui Fhon, and this ststion becsmme operational on Baptember 25, 1966, Within
2 month, on Ootober 21, the mecond van went on the air from Momkey Mowntain
in Do Neng. Four days later, on Ogtober 25, the ground atetlon facilities in

L



Saigon were complote anough to commmnce brosdoasting both 7.8, and Yietnamess
pr::;-m, thus relisving Blus Esgle of responsibilities for providing talavision
to Saigen and surrounding areas, Blus Esgle comtinusd ta fly, however, golng far
to the scuth of Saigon to service the heavily populated dslta ragion with
Tietnamess programeing oaly.

OFficial cpening ceremony for the new Saigon station was hald on 31 October.
Om this ocossion Premier Nguyen Cao Ky and Oensral W. C. Westmors land
participated in opening day coremonies, They simultansously out a ribben (video
tapa) stretched betssen the main stodio building and the tranemitter bullding.
Also on this cccasion the cornerstons was laid far the nev Vietnamess TV studioc
building, However, sctusl construction on this building did mot begin until
Iate le’- 19'5:'[

AFRT Vistnasm network parncmnel moved into the new Salgon station bullding
during the first deym of cpsration, tut the radio and news sactiona remai ned
at the Brink BOQ untdl radioc equipment could be installed in the new facllity.
tn the svening of Decembar 23, the station beld its Christmas Party in the
aew bullding., A few hours aftsr the party, early Christmas Eve, the statlon was
trought under a amall arws attack. This wasm two years to the day after the
attack on the Brink Hotel, tut this tims thers wers no frisndly casualties. One
wullet went through the MP's halmat liner which was on the sand bags swrrounding
tha sentry post, ones bullet hit the relay box placed naar the water pump, and
saveral bullats kit tha sentry post sand bags, the bass of the AFRT studio
building, and the windows of the AFRT bullding, The MP returned the fire and
radiced for help. Shertly after the other MPr arrived, the enesy dispersed.

Tha move of the redio and news sections from the Brink to ths new statdon
ecemencad on Jemusry 2, 1567, and was complsted on Janusry &, Programming for
i redic originating at 9 Hong Thap Tu bagen st :00 a.m, on the » Thera was
no losa of air time during this change. However, FM programming was suspended
witil January 13 when installation of the ¥H control stodio was complatad.

The personmel tuildup during this peried wms repid and dramatic, and
ususlly cutpaced the recelpt snd installation of equipment, Until the buildup
started, the AFRT Vietnam parsconel complessnt was 16 officers and snliatad,

In & ysar's time, by the end of 1966, AYRT Vietnam had expanded to more than
150 troopa, snd the total network suthorized persomnel strength of 151 officers
and enlisted was reached esrly in 1967,

The main studio building sustained light demage at approximately 10:h5 p.m.
on February 8, 1967, whan a .38 ar .UE caliber tullst cams through the roof. The
bullst had spparently been firsd into the air during Tet celsbratiocns, mnd
entarsd the building dirsctly over the newsroms, After plercing the ceiling, 1t
want throtgh two pages of news copy which were held by the dufy newsman and
impacted on his typswriter, Thers were no persomnel cs=ualties, and the bullat
vae retrieved as a war trophy. The "tulleteriddied® news copy was postad om
the wall for all to aese.

The third tslsvision van to arrive in Vietnee was installed on Dragon
Hountaln in Pleiku. This wen becmms gperational om February 1, 1567, Not leng
after, Van #l arrived and was installed on Bon Tre Island, near Nha Trang. This
van wap located on the island so that its bamm could serve both Fha Trang and
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ay. It commemiced broadcasting on March 13, 1967. The thres
Com R2hD n 5 in country within a short space of time, Ten #5 was mﬂuﬂlr'imm
:t.hin the olty of Hus, and bagan hrmduntﬂ.g on May 15, 1967, Van #5 was sem
to Ty Hoa, where it went on ths air on May 26, 1957, Van #7 was placed within
the APRT gompound 1in Spigon to serve s0 & tralning undt for perscnnael moedipnsqd
lpcements for the other vans, However, this van will be located

::,:ﬂ:,-ur in an ares of heavy U.S. troop concentration,

The Saigon station, in addition to housing ite own personnel, is slss the
~stwork hesdquarters for administration, supply and engineering, Ths mein
studio building has, other than office and starage aress, an AM master otmtrel,
¥ master control, news room, three radio production studics, record library,
v film library, telescine and kinescope room, TV mister control, snd one
iarge television stodio, Dther principal structursa in the compound include a
transmitter building whieh houses two 25,000-watt TV tranamitters (channels %
and 11), a 1000-watt AM radic transmitter and a 1000-watt ™M tramsmitter, and
s generator building which hen thres 200,000-watt sync generators which

vide power for the entire facility, An 80=foot television antennas, Bpeclally
to radiate signals on both channel 9 and channel 11, is mounted atop
a J00-foot stesl tripod tower. The design of this amterma increases the power
cutput of the tranmitters by an spprocimate factor of 10, glving an effective
radiated power of 210,000 watta in the Ssigon and surrcunding aress,

As the talavizsion network buildup procesded, plans for improving the radic
signal in the country were moving toward frudtion, Although the mmiber of
radio repeater tramsmittsrs had increassd to at lesst 22, there were still
areas of the country where an adequata radio sipnal could not be received. To
solve this problem, plans were formulated for the instellation of five large
radic tremmmitters throughout thes country. Three of these are 50,000-watt
trensmitters to be locatad at Cat Lo (for the Saigon and delta area), Flaikn
amnd Csm Rahn Bay, The remeining two are 10,000-watt transsmitters to be locpted
&t Qui Nhon and Da Mang, Cnca opera s thess transmitters will provide a
5 millevalt mignal throughout most of th Viotnam, and s minimum signal of
o5 millavelts for the remaining area. This minimum signsl is considersd
adaquate for tha sverapgo small transistor radio,

Cn Jima 1, 1967, the 10,000-watt radio trunsmitter at Da Nang became
cperational, thus making Arwed Forces Radic mnd Television, Vietnam a trus
natwork operation, Consequently, on July 1, 1967, ths name, "Amerioan Forces
Vietnam Natwork™ was sdopted,

A3 these afforts were being made to install and improve the AFVN physicsl
plont facilities, equal efforts were put inte improving programming content,
both for radic end telsavisiom, Following tha move to the new facility at 9
Hong Thap Tu, several additions were made to AFRT Vietnsm news sarvices, The
UPL press wire was replaced by the UPL “rip-m-resd" radic wirs, s contract
was signed for obtaining ABC Talevision News film, anothsr for the AP
radiophoto service, and yet mnother for the AP Library Photo Sarvice, ARG
Telavision News services provides appraximately 2000 feet of TV newsfilm
monthly, The AP radlophoto service provides from 10 to 15 news photos daily,
and the AP Libtrary Phote Service provides L0 photograghs of leading world
Peracnalitias sach month, K1l of themse ssrvices srm reproducsd by the key
Stigon station and sent to the ven stations within hours after receipt,
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The frustrations of many delmys, cauned by such thi as real ostate
problems, construction prisrities, and supply problems dld not diseourage

those involved in the rapid network buildup of the Anerlcan Forces Vietnam
Metwork. A great deal was accomplished kg relatively shert peried of time,
Orowing paina end sdjustmemta wore a daily fact of 1ife, but the passapge of
time carried with it an incressing stsbility of oparationa.

The hope sxpressed by Genesral Harkins on Augest 15, 1962, for Armad Forces
Radic Tistnam 1= now a roality for both radic and talevision, This reality 4p
exemplifisd by the anneuncer who reminds nis listensrs daily that American
Forces Vietnam Network is ", ,.continually atriving to bring the best in
information, education snd entartainment.”
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CHRONOLOGY

1962 = Armed Forces Hadle Vistnam commenced cpsration,

196l = ATRS Vistnam moved from Rex Hotel to Brink BOQ,

196l = VC sxploded 250 povmds of plastic in Brink BOQ, partially
destroying AFRS Vietnam facilitles.

= AFRS Vistnem sxpanded programming from 10 to 24 hours daily,

1966 = First regularly schedulsd televimion program in Vietnam
brosdcast from Blus Eagla sircraft,

1966 = Two-way Pacifle link made betweon Saigon and AFRTS Los Angeles
by undarwater cable.

1966 = VC attacked Tan Son Whut alr base with mortars, damaging all
Blus Esgle sireraft, ome extensively. TV progreming reduced to
five days weekly.

1956 « Blus Eagls repairs completed. Full TV schedules resumad,

1966 = ﬂn:hm:nmim van ntatiom in Vietnmm became operational in
Qui Mhon.

1966 = g:ﬂmhhﬁlim van station in Tistnam becams operationsl in

-

1966 = Oround station TV facilitles in Saigon becmms operational, thus
relisving Blus Eagls aircraft of brosdcasting U.S5, and Vistnsmese
programing in the Salgen area,

1966 = VG stags small erms sttack on new AFRT facilities at 9 Hong Thap
Tu in Saigon, Station sustained light dsmage,

1967 = Move of radio snd news ssctions from the Brink BOQ to new AFRT
facilitien at 7 Hong Thap Tu commenced.

1957 = Hove of radio srd news sactions complatad. Radic programming
orlginating from new atation o nesd at 9100 a.m. this date.

1967 = Third televislon van station in Yletnem became operationsl in

Pledlicu,

1967 - Fourth television van statdon in Vistngm became operational in

1957 = Eﬂl“ :—:g;ﬁﬂun van station in Vietnam becams operational in

1967 = g:l:u.;h talevision van station in Vietnam became operaticnal in

1967 = Esiuﬁ,m.tt radio trapsmitter for AFRT became operstional
in Da Nang,

1967 = Use of APRT designation dropped, Commenced use of AFVN (American

Forces Vietnam Network) designation,



1067 = Da Bang Badio changed from loog line to
gop 24s » (ommi-THirectional). towar materns aaten
53, 1967 - Fhan Hang AB TV translator (Chaanel 78} he
;,:.: zu: 1;&1‘ - 100,000 watt Saigon PH tranmittar be u}-‘ : ﬁ:ﬂmum_

o4, 1967 = First 50,000 watt tranmitter, AN radie b lonsl,
Bov Bh (Cat Lo, Saigon's kay station). ACAma cperationa)
, 1967 = Dat 4 umder VC moriar attack) no damage to APV facility,

pec 11

1968 ~ Da Nang, Det 42, AM madio transsitter site at Bed Beach takag
Jan T WA/NC 122mm rockst hits, Trsnswission line miim 18 two
jan 20, 1968 = 10,000 watt AM mdic toanenitter became opemmtional Det #3,

Pleiku.

pob 4, 1968 - Dat #5, Hus, overrua by BVA/YC during Lumar Tet Offensive, o
UIMC offioer, four enlisted (3 Amry-1 USMC) captured; oo ger
:;mt killed in motion. ] b

- g
Fob 11, 1: qu; ut-: AM radio transmitter became opsrmtional Det #1,
14, 1 = 10,000 wvatt iM mdio transmitter hacams o %
Apz 14, EI-; Bay. peratione]l Dat #4,



