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Oktoberfest Is Here!

On Saturday, October 13 from 2-6
Oktoberfest!
pm, First Lutheran will be hosting
Saturday, October 13
our 8th annual Oktoberfest. Under
2:00 – 6:00 pm
the Radar Brewery provide beer
Adults: $10 Kids: $5
and root beer, and their German
Volunteers needed!
food truck Fleischwagen will
provide authentic German food. There will games for children, a silent
auction, and a number of musical offerings by high school music groups.
Admission price ($10 for adults, $5 for children) includes food, beer and all
the games the kids can play. It’s a great deal! We will need silent auction
items, so don’t be shy in asking your favorite vendor for a donation to the
cause. As always, we will need voluneers to help set up, host and clean up.
Check your emails as we get closer to the date for additional details, and
we’ll see you there. We look forward to this being our biggest and best yet!

“Reformation Fest” Concert — Monday, October 29, 7:30
This festive concert at First Lutheran will
celebrate the 501st anniversary of the
Lutheran Reformation. The choral
ensemble Houston Camerata will be joined
by the Houston Brass Quintet (led by our
own Sarah Perkins), organ, and brass.
Paolo Gomes and Hyeok Lee will conduct. Works will include
Mendelssohn's Overture to “St. Paul,” Handel's Organ Concerto in B-flat,
and works by John Rutter and Sigrid Karg-Elert. There is no fee for tickets,
but a $10 donation is suggested. This program is sponsored in part by the
Houston Saengerbund. The concert will be held October 29, 7:30 pm.

What is Our Hope…Exactly? Part 1
McClanahan’s Minute
Christians are, and always have been, a people marked by
hope. In spite of countless eras of persecution by one
threatened emperor after another, the Christian Church just kept chugging
away, the little flock that could, pressing on to finish the race. Though the
tenacity of perseverance was not always present among those who claimed
Christ, and many abandoned their Lord at the threat of the sword, the
Church as a whole carried on because of the hope that was before her:
eternal life in Christ, and being finally and perfectly reconciled to our
Creator.
This final reconciliation with no one less than the Author of Life has
encouraged and awed Christians for centuries. Our hope differs markedly
from other speculations about the future, which often are reduce the future
to cyclical repetitions of this life, or a blank canvas of nothingness. Consider
the Hindu doctrine of reincarnation: a being, one life cycle after another,
makes his or her way up the spiritual chain of being until they finally become
a human being! Only, then, they still must climb through the caste system.
That explains why Hindus in the lower today caste cannot be aided by
charity: they must earn their way up, through the tyranny of karma, to a
better life.
Buddhism stems from Hinduism (both of which are quite popular in the
West, of course), but is different in key respects. Within Buddhism, the
goal is Nirvana – or in essence, nothingness – rather than reincarnation. So
much for hope beyond this life. And, in truth, many in the West now
believe that we will simply fall asleep when we die, and nothing of
consequence happens at all. Many more cling to the false hope that because
we have been basically good people, God will approve of us at the time of
judgment. I suppose that is a kind of hope, but a false hope does us no good.
Orthodox Christianity offers something so much better! Our hope is in
God first and foremost, for the Author of Life is also the Savior of the
Nations. We are saved by grace through faith, and our hope is made possible
by a personal God and made real by a God who keeps his promises. Christ
loses none of his sheep, and those who are called are justified, and those
justified are also sanctified and glorified. Thus Christians possess a real hope
beyond this life, rooted in historical actions and clear revelation.
This hope changes our outlook entirely and impacts the way we live
among one another. Paul
writes to begin Colossians, for
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example: “We always thank God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, when
we pray for you, since we heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and of the love
that you have for all the saints, because of the hope laid up for you in
heaven.” It is “because of the hope” that the saints share among each other
that gives life to their loving one another. Without such hope, one can
certainly imagine a world where people only strive for earthly riches no
matter the barbaric cost, for there is nothing beyond this life anyway.
And isn’t that exactly what we see? As faith in Christ is abandoned, we
are all paying the price, for more and more men and women are only living
for today. They are hopeless creatures, without love for one another,
because their worldview is without hope. Once God has been rejected, the
course has been set: at best, man will live for others knowing that in the end
it won’t really matter. At worst, man lives for himself, causing untold
collateral damage along the way.
Even Christians are tempted to despair, to believe that all is lost. And
our answer, this hope in the last things, can be cold comfort, so far away is
its promise. But day by day, we would be wise to remind ourselves again
and again that because of our hope in the end times, our lives matter a great
deal now. Indeed, they are of eternal consequence.
Still, the question of hope may chronologically end, well, at the end, but
there is more in the meantime worth considering. After all, if the only
spiritual food we are served is the teaching that “we suffer now, but it’s all
good when we die”, one may wonder what earthly good Christianity is. And
that could certainly lead, over time, to a culture that ignores current issues
of ethics and justice (for we’ll just wait for it all to sort itself out in the end).
It could also – and most certainly already has – led to a culture of doing
the least that seems necessary for salvation, with no intent to follow up. If
our end hope is the only hope we have, then trust in Christ for that whole
salvation thing, know you are covered, and enjoy life in the meantime! How
many have responded to an initial call to faith only to have become like the
seed planted among rocky soil without adequate roots for a life of faith?
The question of hope in the here and now actually gets quite difficult,
and quickly at that. For there are several passages that essentially assure the
Christian that he or she will have a rough go of it in the here and now.
Christians are told to expect suffering, to carry the cross of Christ. So I will
conclude this essay next month after giving further thought to the question
of hope this side of heaven. Check back then!
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October, 2018

A Number of Property Jobs and Improvements of Note
September ended up being a busy month around the property as we made a
number of repairs and improvements. The first significant repair was to the
windows of the nave. We had noticed that the caulking that closed the gap
between the brick and the exterior Lexan panel (the plexiglass that protects
the stained glass in the event of hail or wind) had begun to harden and
shrink. Without that protective barrier, water could have gotten into the
building with a little help from the wind. As a preventative measure, we
removed all of the caulking around the lower windows and applied a highquality caulk so those windows will be watertight. We anticipate doing the
higher windows next year. Many thanks to Frank Caballero for handling that
project for us!
Over the summer, we had a dry spell that highlighted the need for a
working sprinkler system. In the past few years, we have had sufficient rain
so as to not need to use the sprinkler system. That lack of use saved us some
money, but also led to the decay of the system. So it was due for a number
of new sprinkler heads, new lines where leaks had developed, new wiring,
and a new control panel that has WiFi access for ease of use. Many thanks to
two members for financing those repairs!
Finally, with Saengerbund’s increased used of the property, there has
come an increased irritation with the state of the garage and accompanying
driveway. The current garage doors are a combination of being unattractive
and barely functional. The driveway has seen a lot of movement due to tree
roots, and it is difficult to make deliveries and wheel things in an out. Plans
are still in the works, but by the time of printing, the garage will have been
cleaned out and the new doors installed. We hope to re-pave the entire
driveway by the end of the year.
In early 2018, we will be looking to seal and repair both of our asphalt
parking lots. We re-paved our main lot at the end of 2016, but without
proper sealing, it will quickly decay. So we are wanting to stay on top of
that part of the property.

A Brief Kitchen Remodel Update
Well, we continue to wait on completed plans, permits and updated bids for
our kitchen remodel project. As soon as the updated bids are available so
that we can seek a loan from a bank or Thrivent Financial, as discussed at a
previous congregational meeting, we will have another congregational
meeting to offer an update.
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Two More Music at First Events in October
In addition the Reformation Fest on October 29, two concerts will occur in
middle of the month:
Friday, October 12 at 7:30 pm: La Speranza will present an evening of
music by Mozart and J.C. Bach, (one of J.S. Bach’s more successful sons).
The repertoire includes Mozart’s Trio in E-flat Major, K 498 “Kegelstatt”
(clarinet, viola, piano), J. C. Bach’s Piano Quartet in G Major, WB 66, and
the Mozart/Schwencke: Grand Quintetto
(‘Gran Partita’). Mario Aschauer, head of early
music studies at Sam Houston University, will
play fortepiano.
Named after the Italian word for “hope”, La
Speranza seeks to promote physical and
emotional healing through their historically
informed performances. Its members have
made historically informed performance
practice (HIPP) a focus of their careers. Active performers at home and
abroad, they play regularly with such ensembles as Houston Grand Opera,
Mercury, La Follia Austin, and Ars Lyrica Houston. They present 3-4
formal concerts a year (the next at First Lutheran will be in January) as well
as several free concerts in local hospitals and community centers.
Saturday, October 13 at 7:30 pm:
Cantare Houston presents a program of
American choral music, beginning with the
earliest – shape note singing and the works
of William Billings. The exploration
continues with later pioneers of American
choral music, F. Melius Christiansen and
Leonard Bernstein, and proceeds through
American spirituals and gospel music,
honoring aural tradition – music learned entirely by rote – and the
expansive works of Moses Hogan, who took African-American spirituals and
made them accessible to choirs around the world. Tickets are required for
this concert and can be found on the website: houstoncantare.org.
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Changes to the Membership Roll in September
Loss of Pastor Edwin Peterman, transfer to Salem Evangelical
Lutheran Church, West Alexandria, Ohio
Loss of Curtis and Sabrina Allen, and Chloe Smitherman, transfer to
Messiah Lutheran LCMS, Houston
Membership
Child Members
Confirmed Members
Total Members
Associate Members
Total Members and
Associate Members

Oct. 1,
2018
14
130
144
16

Aug.
1, 2018
15
133
148
16

Oct. 1,
2017
15
142
157
16

Oct. 1,
2016
13
145
158
16

160

164

173

174

This and That
§ Pastor McClanahan attended the NALC’s annual convocation in Denver,
CO this summer. There were few notable developments. The budget
for the NALC passed unanimously and good people were elected to the
openings that existed. Next year will be significant as we will elect a
new bishop for the first time in eight years. That meeting will be in
Indianapolis.
§ We hope to get back to offering outdoor movie nights, game nights, etc.
once Oktoberfest is in the proverbial rearview mirror. Keep your eyes
out for announcements via the weekly email.
§ Many thanks to Dorry and Carroll Shaddock for hosting the Dinner Club
in September. We will have another in October and will announce it
before worship and in the weekly email.
§ There is a possibility that we will move away from a printed newsletter
in the future. Printing, mailing, and administrative costs related to
creating and mailing a paper newsletter have all increased. Meanwhile,
the need for a professional monthly email and newsletter service has
risen. For example, mass mails about music events and debates are
staggered because of limitations on how many emails we can send out at
one time. There are advantages and disadvantages to moving to a digital
mass communication program. The question is whether or not the
advantages outweigh paper product. If we made the change, we would
continue to have a weekly email and a monthly newsletter, but not a
newsoetter that was mailed via “snail mail.”
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Houston’s historic First Evangelical Lutheran Church is a congregation of the North American Lutheran
Church. Founded in 1851, it played a vital role in the history of Lutheranism in Texas. Located at
Holman and Caroline, across from Houston Community College, three blocks east of the 3400 block of
South Main, it is convenient to the Ensemble/HCC stop of MetroRail.

First Evangelical Lutheran Church
1311 Holman Street at Caroline
Houston, Texas 77004-3833
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