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Homeshare Program

PROGRAM DETAILS

Sage Generation’s Homeshare program supports seniors who want to stay in their homes by partnering them with potential housemates. 

What is Homeshare?
Homesharing is simply two or more people sharing a home to their mutual benefit, much like an old-fashioned barter system. A homeowner offers accommodations in exchange for help around the house, rent, or some combination of rent and service. A successful homesharing situation benefits both parties.

All renters receive their own bedroom plus shared use of the common areas such as the kitchen, bathroom, and yard. What they offer in exchange is determined in advance by a written agreement and could include services such as:
· Running errands or doing grocery shopping
· Taking on heavier household and yard chores
· Helping with pets
· Meal preparation  
· Housekeeping  
· Transportation to appointments  
· Shopping and errands  
· Laundry  
· Companionship  
· Someone being there just in case

Service exchange may not include in home health type services such as help getting dressed, walking or taking medications. Both parties must be able to do the following without assistance:  
· Bathing and Dressing  
· Bathroom 
· Assistance with transferring, turning or lifting  
· Medical service, i.e. injections or administering medications  
· Any service which involves “hands-on” care 

As with any living situation, successful homesharing matches take flexibility and open communication.

Why People Homeshare 
People decide to share their home for lots of reasons. Some like the idea of having another person around the house to offer companionship and security. Others are looking for a way to supplement their income or pay a reduced rent. Often people are able to remain living in their own home if they have help with household tasks. Homesharing is for people of all ages, incomes and abilities. At Sage Generation’s Homeshare Program one of the people in the match must be 60 or older. An exchange of services is an excellent way to save money for both parties involved. The homeowner does not have to hire services from outside the home and the homesharer gets reduced rent in exchange. Ultimately It is about people helping each other.   

Typical Rent and Service Arrangements 
Every homeshare arrangement is different depending on what you need and is negotiated between you and your renter.  The key is that the situation works for both parties. If what you really need is service, you will charge lower rent. If you really need rent, you might not want to ask for any service.  The more services needed, the less rent someone will be willing to pay. As a guideline, a full service/no rent exchange generally includes a maximum of 10 - 12 hours per week of service.  

All household members are expected to do their share of chores to keep common areas clean and safe. The services a homesharer may provide in lieu of rent are over and above these expectations. 
What Sage Generation Provides:
Sage Generation screens applicants, runs background checks, identifies possible housemate matches, makes introductions and facilitates initial meetings, supports both people during the trial living situation and then provides ongoing coordination and resources to support a successful long-term homeshare.

Sage Generation does not serve as a broker, agent or property manager. Participants choose their own matches and co-create their own rental contracts. 

The Homeshare Process:
· APPLICATION - Complete and submit an application
· INTERVIEW -  Participate in a phone or in-person interview with Sage Generation and pass the background check
· PATIENCE - Wait patiently for a match. We will contact you when we have potential renter matches and help you schedule an introductory meeting. This can take time
· Match – when you’ve found a match you create a written contract
· TWO-WEEK TRIAL – Before giving up current living situations all matches do a 2-week trial living together. At the end of the two weeks either party can back out of the situation if it is not a good fit
· HOMESHARE – Sage Generation provides coordination, support and resources for homeshare matches to help them be successful long-term


Here are some helpful questions to help you decide if Homeshare is for you:
· What do you see as the positives (pros) of homesharing with someone?
· Are you in this community longer term (beyond a few months)?
· What are your greatest concerns about having a housemate?  
· What kind of relationship do you want with your housemate?  
· Do you have interests or activities you would like to share with your housemate?  
· How adaptable, flexible, and willing are you to compromise if necessary?  
· Do you like the idea of eating meals together?  
· Are you comfortable with your housemate using your kitchen?  
· How do you usually resolve conflicts or differences?
· How important is your private time? Would you enjoy someone around the house?  


Eligibility Criteria 
· You like the idea of a housemate and want to participate in the Homeshare program.  
· You are able to participate in the interview and assessment process without the help of a third party. A family member or friend may be present but you must be the one answering the questions. 
· You are able to provide for your own personal care, or have other help in place to assist you with your personal care needs.  
· You are able to transfer on your own if you use a wheelchair.  
· You do not need assistance during the night, except in a case of an emergency.  
· You do not need 24-hour care and/or supervision.  
· You can advocate for yourself and communicate openly and clearly.  
· Your home is safe and clean.     
· You have private bedrooms for you and your housemate(s), as well as, a private or shared bathroom inside your home.  
· You must be willing to share the common areas of your home, including the kitchen. 
· You pass a comprehensive background check process.


Non-Discrimination
Everyone who participates in the Sage Generation Homeshare program must agree to abide by our policy of non-discrimination. We serve people regardless of race, religion, color, national origin, age, sex, sexual orientation, marital status, disability, the presence of minor children, receipt of public assistance or gender identity. We require that you must be willing to meet people who are different than you, but it is your decision regarding who you want to live with.



Providing resources so seniors can thrive!
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