In our world of fact checking 


and at times, obvious bias in news reports, 

the question often becomes, 


“How do you know?”  

How do you know that this article is written by a human 


and not some bot?  

How do you know this human is telling the truth 


and not something that will serve their own interest?  

If they are telling you what you want to hear, 


how do you know that is what is really true? 

This knowing what is true is not a new problem.  


John was dealing with it 2000 years ago as well.

For information on the internet, 


it is suggested that we ask five questions. 



Is it original? 



Where did it come from? 



How old is it? 



What’s the location? 



What’s the motivation behind it?   

John last week answered most of those for us. 


 This is his experience, 


he saw, heard, and touched Jesus 



only 30 or so years ago in Galilee and Jerusalem, 


and the motivation is God's Kingdom breaking in.  

All solid credentials.

The world would still want to tell us 


we can't really know what is true, 



so whatever works for you works.  

The writer of 1 John 


would strongly disagree.  

If we have been called into a fellowship, 


a Koionia, 

than we are agreeing that certain things are true.  

That is what you are in fellowship over.  


Groups and pages on Facebook 



are little koionia's or fellowships, 

those who want to sell and buy things in Skagway 


are part of swap 



with some established realities, 

those that enjoy nature are on Skagway Naturally 


and have agreed to post only nature pictures, 

those that are involved in businesses in town 


are part of Bulletin Board 



and they don't post about things happening in New York.  


I am on a SE Boaters page 


because I have a boat parts that I want to buy and sell.  


I don't go there to look for a mountain bike.  

These Koionia's or groups exist 


because there are realities they have in common. 

John would say that we have fellowship with God the Father


and God the Son.  

If we are in the Fellowship with Jesus, 


we agree some other things are true,



which are true whether or not we agree.

The first true thing is 


that God is light.  

When you are in the sun, 


you are not in the darkness.  



You are either in the light 



or in the dark.  

If you are with God, 


there is no darkness present at all, 



because you are in the light.  

Verse 5 is pretty straight forward and logical.  

But verse 6 starts to expand with consequences of this truth 


that God is light.  

How can you walk with someone who is pure light 


and no darkness 


and be in the darkness yourself?  

While this is absolutely impossible as it stands, 


we need to understand what John is doing with the word walk.  

The word has the meaning to tread or walk.  


But John has brought in a deeper nuance to it, 



saying walk refers not merely to practical conduct 




but to the whole stance of the believer 




or of faith itself.  


Where does your center live?  



Are you trusting God 



or yourself 



or someone else?

If our answer is anything but God, 


we lie that we are in the light, 


that we are part of the fellowship, 



and we do not live by the truth.  

Verse 7 give us the other side of the coin, 


if our core starts from the light, 


as Jesus is the light, 



we belong together with each other 




and the father, 




and the son, 



and the blood of Jesus, 




again God's Son, 





purifies us 





or brings light to anywhere there might be darkness or sin.

Verse 8 catches all of us who want to pretend we have life all figured out 


because we know Jesus 


and are in Koionia with him.  

If any of us claim we know Jesus, 


so we have stopped sinning 


and now everything is perfection, 



we are not facing reality, 



nor is the truth of God in us.  

We can only be in the light 


because of the son and his actions.


It has nothing to do with our actions.  

John is helping us figure out what is true.  


We needed God the Father to send his Son Jesus 



so that we could be in Fellowship with God again.  
If we think we can be right with God again 


without the actions of the son, 


we do not understand what God has done.  

It is either that, 

or if we are right, 


that we have not sinned, 



then Jesus and his Father are liars 



and their words have no place in our lives.  

So which one will you choose?  

We make a choice constantly where our center is going to be.

As we roll into Chapter 2, 


John is telling us why he is writing from another angle.  

This pass, 


we are building on the reality that God is light, 

but this time our sinfulness is the focus.  

If we start with the light of God as our center, 


we will not sin.  

John is aware how centered on Jesus his life was


while Jesus walked the earth 


and John himself did not hold fast at times.  

So he acknowledges the distinct possibility that we will sin,


and the good news that Jesus has created to deal with it.  



Jesus the Messiah, 




the righteous one, 




who speaks to the father in our defense.  

Not only does Jesus speak on our behalf, 


but he is the atoning sacrifice, 

not just to scrape the pennies together for what we just did, 


but the sacrifice was one where the sins of the whole world were addressed 



and paid for.

But how do we know if we have signed up for this wonderful atoning sacrifice?  


Is there a confirmation email?  


Do I get a certificate?  



No.  

Confirmation comes if we obey his commands.  
What were his commands?  


Love the Lord your God with all your hearth, mind and soul.  


And love your neighbor as yourself.  

So if we say we are Christians 


and then don't love our neighbors, 


or love our fellow Christians we are worshipping with, 



then we are liars.  


We are not walking in the light.

Skagway is a community of good people.  


A good portion of folk walked around town yesterday morning with yellow bags 



picking up trash.  


Remember those amazing fundraisers we had last summer 



for people dealing with cancer.  

If we are good people, 


does that make us part of the fellowship of Jesus?



Has John talked at all about us being good people?  

This is one of the great questions that each church is having to face.  


What makes us distinct in our culture?  


How did Jesus walk 



that the people in our city do not walk?


What is a common attribute for a fellowship of people 



and what is a distinctive one? 

For evil loves to take good 


and twist just enough so that it no longer glorifies God 



but us.  

In 2:6, 


John says, 



This is how we know we are in him?  

Whoever claims to live in him 


must walk as Jesus did.  

So what good things has evil twisted in our community 


so that we glorify us instead of God?  

Everything that Jesus did, 


glorified his father.

As we are days away from that first ship, 


I don't think we need a sociologist to do a study 



to tell us that our community life 




is centered on entertaining and amusing people.  

Those are good things, 


but they don't really fit into the fullness of how Jesus walked.  

Instead, 


we were called by God to know one another.  


To go deeper and understand your brother and sister.  



What are the wishes, hopes, and dreams 




that lead their need to get up each morning?  



Do we know that about ourselves?  



Our best friends?  




Probably not as much as we should.  



Are we open to trying?  




Because Jesus knew everyone deeply.  


So we need to not just entertain people, 



but spend time getting to know them.  


This desire underlines the smaller tour companies, 



but does not have to be limited to them.  

Each moment, each of us have a choice to walk in the light 


or in the dark.  

Are we going to entertain 


or know people?  

One requires discipling, 


the other can be done with just teaching.

If we say we love God and our neighbor always, 


we may want to look closely at how Jesus did that.

This is why in verse 7 


John waffles between a new command that is old.  

We knew about love, 


but we did not want to dive too deep into the sacrificial aspect 


or the serving aspect.  

We didn't want to have to accept 


that a part of us would have to die.  

We give pretty freely, 


but how often do we give until we feel the pain?  



Where our offering of our life and resources 




brings a burden upon us?  
I know I can often be caught complaining 


when a family members visit messes up my routine 


or causes extra stress within my household.  

We are often willing to serve 


until it costs us something.  



Whether that is a good nights sleep, 



our preferred chair, 



larger portions at a meal, 




or being able to do our day as we had planned.  

None of these things would align with this new command.  


Because Jesus did not live that way 


and when we are starting from the light, 



we give fully and freely with our time, talents, and resources.  

If we are not, 


we need to ask, 



am I walking in the light 



or am I still in the darkness.

For the fourth time in verses 9 and 10, 


John gives us a check point, 



so we can make an estimate of where we are at.  

Do you hate your brother or sister?  


Do you?  

The Greek word does not really give us a good way to bypass this question.  


Hate is to dislike strongly, 



with the implication of aversion and hostility.  


Will you say hi to them in the post office?  


Do you switch the sides of the street you are walking on 



if you see them in the distance.


You aren't being arrested for punching them, 



but you are avoiding or being hostile to them.  

When you are near them 


and you are acting that way, 



you are probably not walking in the light.  
Instead of hating our brother, 


of course we know that we are supposed to love him.  

If we are doing this, 


we will not stumble, 


because we can see things that would normally cause us to trip.  

But we can adjust and set a new course, 


because we are starting to know our brother.  

But if we continue in hate, 


we are in the darkness, 


our core is dark, 



and we are clueless on how to move forward, 


because we have spent so much time in the dark, 



we are now blind.

Have you ever been blinded by hate? 


I have.  

There were people in high school that I felt were my enemies.  


My 20th class reunion 



was really an eye opener for me.  

The competition was removed, 

the atmosphere was one of fun, 


and I just had three days getting to hear how people lived 20 years later.  

I could see and hear how issues had been worked through 


and was truly surprised by some stories of transformation.  

My hope this summer 


is that we can love our brothers and sisters more this summer, 


so that not only will the sunlight be shining all summer, 



but so will the love of God in us.  

Our tagline for this church was once, 


“Where the son always shines.”  

I pray that will be true of us again this summer,


because we are walking in the light.
