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"T'he r:hapter of the modern Aletlrc has begun."
Tlte a,boue quote is JrctntJirn i,{elson's article, "In Seart'lt oJ l',llethe," published in ttte 19961{A}A fournal.
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fakon, Sargent Peppet. iuitli ttrtb,iL,hite quail kill in ltlebraska. Photo \ Anita foh,ison.
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30 The Versatility of the High-mettled Aplomado

Initially, I would like to list a bibliography of some articles
about the Aplomado falcon that may be helpful and interesting:

.Flector, Dean P. Habitats Dict and Foraginu Behar.ior of'Aplo-
mado Falcons. (Oklahomzr Statc Universin', Stilll'ater. \I.S. tl"resis.
r98l.)

.McElroy, Harry'. "A Falcon for the Bush." Haiuk Chalk, \tol.
XXX\rI, No. 2. Pg2B-35, North Arnerican Falconels' Association,
Augrrst. 1987

. Nelson, Jim. "L'Alethe Revisitecl." I4eiusletter. \\,ashinston
Falconers Association. December 1995

'Nelson,Jim. "ht Sezrrch of the L'Nethc." T-heJountul, Vol.35
pg. 23-29, North American Falconers'Association, 1996

. Nelson,Jim. " Cor-rcctine \{eight Loss in Ar-tifi cialll', hrcubarecl
Falcon Eggt" TheJoumal,\bl. 43 pg. 90-93 , North Anrerican Falcon-
ers'Association, 2004

.Hlrnt, \{. Grainger, Cade, TomJ., N{onto1'a, Angel B. "Horne
above the Ranee" l{atural Hi.story N{ay,2006, pg 48-54

.Ingram III,.|arnes M. "Hunting l,ith the Aplomaclo Fzrlcon ir-r

the U.S." Arnerican I'ak:onry, Vol. 45, pg 30-36
.Nelson,.fim. "L'Alethe Reborn" Atnerican Falconrl, Vol. 46 pg

6-t 6
. NIcElroll Harn'. "This \AIas Their Finest Holrr" AnLair:olt Folconrl,

\/ol. 48, pg. 6-14
.Aplomirdo \\'cb site:
www. freewebs. com /americanbirdabatementservice

received "Penny Lane"
frorn Jirn Nelson u,ho lit'cs
in Kennetr,ick, \Vashineton.

His aplomados are from Penndzrn
stock, Falcon. fentorulis pichirLcltue,
tl-re darkest and largest subspecies,
the Peale's of aplomados, as it
r'r,cre. Jim also produced Sgt. Pep-
per. I received my Pcnn1, at about
45 days ancl named her in keeping
lith my Beatles' tlrnes fetish. She
u'as slightly older than Sut. Pepper
rvas rvhen I received him the 1'ear
before. The plan \vas to train her
in a similar u,ay. She l,as raised as
a dual imprint b1'Jim*kepr nirh
her siblings fbr a pcriod of timc
to enslrre she tvould breed rvith
other birds, but exposed to hu-
rlrans as rvell. Initialll'I placed live
English sparro\\,s in the chamber
rvith her. She er,cntually killcd and
consumed thcm and I procceded
to quail, u,hich she dispatched
quickly and easily. Jim Nelson
said the female had differeltt ca-
pabilities than the male. He flelv
a female (Penny' Lane's mother)
that could easil;.fly donn feral pi-
geons in fair flight, and his other
fcmale, Cllvee, could start frorn
the fist. chasc dorvn and catch a

rnid-l intcr Hungarian pzrrtridge.
Hzrrry NlcElroy, in his article in
Americctn Fctlconrl--(Vol. 48, pp
6-14)-cliscusscd horv his femalc,
Harlol,, could easily takc dovcs irr
fair flight and captured rnultiple
quail every day.

erc I live in Ne-
braska there are no
partridees zrnd the

doves head south as soolt as the
first cold rr,eather hits. Hou,evcr,
\ve do har,e pheasAltts, and Nel-
son assurccl me it tvas rvithin the
alette's capabilities to takc adult
hen pheasants. I tr,as very skeptical.
The aplonrado falcon rveighs 350
grams and hen pheas:rnts are quite
a bit larger. Er,en a f'eruale Cooper's
halk at abour 500 to 600 grams
has difficultv rr.ith hcn pheasants.
I proceeclecl, hou.evct, to gear her'
to take pheasants. In the chamber,
befor"e cre:lnce training, she u,as
killing quail rr-ith ease so I started
pr.rtting in voung pheasants. She
\vas solne\rhat intinid:rtcd b1, their
largel size, even though they rvere

),ounger ancl easier to kill than the
quail. Eventuallv she killecl a )roung
phcasant it-r the ntery and became
more conficlent.

\ ]felson had tlairrc<l Crr-

ll \l \ee to lrrrrrt Hrrrrqariarr
J\ \ paltliclges "out of rlre

hood." He lould run zr sctter ancl.
once the dogtr,as on point, unhoocl
the falcon at the risins co\.cy. \{Iitll
pheasants in m1' neck of the \\'oocls,
this protocol u'as not going to trrork.
Our pheasants rarcll' hold to a
point and fi-equentl;'flush at some
distance ont.In acldition. if one dicl
get a point rvith thc dog, it could
easil;'bc a roostcr. A rooster pheas-
ant is averl'tor-rgh customer and u,ill
fight hard to survive. As it l as, I tr,as
very hesitant to attempt hrrnting
hen pheasants lrith the aplomado
because I did not lant her injrrred.
I dicln't think trying to rackle a
rooster\\,ould be at all pmdent. Un-
like Nelson, my flight techniquc rvas
to frce-fly Penny'Lane frorn the fist
to u,hater,er flushed, be it sparrotv
or pheasant. I did give her a couple
of baggecl pheasants before hunt-
ing her properll'. Thc bagged game
\vas pen-raised and half'-grorr,n.
She chased the first btrt rvonld not
commit to bind to it. After lorver-
ing hcr u,eightjust a small amollnt,
she chased the next about 50 yarcls,
bound to it in the air, killed and
started consuming it befbre I could
arrive. Holvever, I kneu,qr-rite l,ell
that thcse pen-raised.j uveniles tvere
quite different than rvild adults in
mid rvinter.

From here, Penny,proceedecl to
catch sevcral sparrol's and miscel-
laneous birds. She seemecl more
incline d to chase larger bircls than
clid Sgt. Pepper. Another diflerence
las that the male alla)'s came back
to the fist, reacly'for the next slip.
This f'emale u,anted to hunt from
the trees or a higher perch if it rr,as

available. This gave hcr a height
adt'antage, y'ct she tr,ould follon'rne
consistently from trcc to trec as I
rvzrlked along. In open countr)'she
tencle cl to ricle tl"re fist much be tter.
On one zrfternoon I hikecl through
a grass)/ field rvhen a pheasant por-rlt
suddenly flushed up from the sea of
cover. It las sliehtly'larqer than an
adult quail. The aplomado flashed
off my fist anrl snzrgged it ir-r mid air.
This happened again the nexr da1',
but the poult u,as theu larger, about
half the size of an adult.
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took rvere hard-conditioned rvild
n'inter-birds, strong and-until meet-
ing Pennl'-pro\ren survivors. There
is no doubt in my mind that in
this rvide-open, sparsely veeetated
environment-or in any other area
similar to it-the female aplomado
could take a hen pheasant any time
she rvanted to.

fr-flhe aplornado falcon is a

I I rcry capable pledaror'. I
J ( dicl notice some differ-

ences betrveen male and female
aplomado. The male alrvays \vanted
to hunt from my fist and rvould im-
mediately fly back after missing the
quarry. The female u,ould rather

hunt from a higher position, like
the trces, ancl tvould frequently
mark the quarry/ after a miss and
rvait for me to reflush. The male
was a morc capable and successful
hunter of small birds. The female
caught several, but later started
to refuse them for larger quarry.
When fly'ing the male, rveisht
control did not scem to be an is-
suc. Of colll'se, both sexes rvere
dr-ral imprintecl. The male could
be floln at alt\r rveight and rvas at
moultir-rg l'eight nost of the time.
Regardless, he chascd birds rvith
equal vigor and intensity. The fe-
male requirecl rleight management.

She rvas much more aggressive at a
lorver rveight. The day she tagged
several pheasants in Texas, she rvas
340 grams. Horver,er, rvhen lorvered
10 grams to 330 grams, she caught
and killed the next pheasant that
crossed her path. Both sexes are
equally capable and intense quail
hunters. My friend, Justin Stovall,
flov a male aplomado in Florida
during the same 2007 season and
caught several quail. "Chase" be-
haved in a similar manner to Sgt.
Pepper in all respects. During one
memorable flight, Chase flervarvild
adult bobr,r'hite to co\rer, dropped
dolvn througl"r the tall rveeds, and
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'I'lut Stoualls uillt llrcir cast of aplontados oncl tlte gante coughl on u recenl

ran the qlrail clorvn on foot. That
\\'as an amazing feat for a long-
u'ing, btrt may'bc not so amazing
for thc versatilc and high-mcttlcd
tcrceletto.

]flore tlris species of lalcorr.

| | lr it intclligt'rrt rur(l errs) to
J Ln,rrk nitlt. a jor to flr and

u'atch. Aplomaclo falcons lill car"r')'
srnzrll bircls. as ckr most small falcons.
Thel' cachc thc quar ry man)' time s if
thcl'clo not consrune thcm. Picking
up an aplornado on a bird that is too
lafge to full1, consurne, but small
cnorrqh to be can'iecl, is the biggest
clrrllerrue. Eltirrg a span'o\\ or-l\\'o is
no problem, noL is catching zr pheas-
ant (gravit1, takes c:uc of that). But

a qLrail coulcl be a problem. I plan
on focusing on the "pick up" aftcr'
a kill nith ml'next bird.

Conccrninc the trvo bircls I
trainecl. I did allorv them to kill live
qllarrl, in the rneu. ancl conslune
thcm rvithc)ut rnc being present. I
think this proccclure ma1' leircl to
carrydr-rg thc quarry' arvay from rne
in thc fielcl. I believe the imprint
\\'ants to c:rrrv the quarry' a\v?)'
fi'orrr yorr lreceirse il ricrvs,,t'1o,., o*
a siblir-rg. It l'on't go far, thouclr.
Once vori zrre oLlt of sight, it u'ill
eat or cachc nlorc cxpcdiently'. If
1'ou enjor flights off-the-fist at avizrn
quarl')', thc aplomaclo is alr a\vc-
sornc ancl capable falconrl,bird.

o doubt abor.rt it. the
aplomado falcon is as

capablc, r'crsatilc ancl
hish-mettlecl falcon, as Jirn Nclson
has discor,elcd. This bird can eas-
ily takc erasshoppels, draeonflics,
spal-l'o\\'s. cloves, quail, fcral pigcon,
grel' (Hur-rsarian partriclgc), and
fcmale ring-neck phezrsants as l cll
as an)' rniscellancous bircl in be-
t\\'een. I u'oulcl sa1' that is versatilel
The aplomado is very intelligent. It
Itas spt't'rl. errdrrrarrce. pelsistencc
and flare. It rvill takc short slips
or \rer)' lone slips. Thc aplornaclo
is also \/er)' ?lcccpting of rnultiple
hur"rting partners. In m,v experi-
ence, it cloesn't matter horr,manv
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