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Post 326 is continuing
our membership drive and scholarship programs
for graduating high school students and veterans.

At the Executive Committee meeting on September 7, we approved
the budget for this fiscal year and discussed
the status of membership and our upcoming Five-Year-Plan
for growing the membership. We also
approved a donation to Final Salute
Inc., which is an organization that provides transitional housing, food, clothing, and social support to homeless female veterans. You’ll find more information at their website:
www.finalsaluteinc.org

H

The October General Meeting guest
speaker will provide information on the
Texas Veterans Commission and the
wide variety of benefits offered (www.
tvc.texas.gov). New members and existing members will be reminded of the

INSTALLATION

OF

benefits of membership, including those
available to Sons of the American
Legion: www.legion.org/benefits
Post 326 has an outstanding group of
veteran members and Executive Committee members who have proven time
and again that Post 326 is an American Legion Post, which fully supports
the Veterans Helping Veterans approach. Post 326 is going to have a
great year, thanks to our membership
and tireless efforts in the execution of
responsibilities. I want to thank each
member of the Post for their contributions. I also want to thank the Onion
Creek Club and OCHOA for their
support.

to recognize and assist them, and to
recognize the veterans of all of the
other conflicts since WWII? H

Our relationship with veterans needs to get even better.

H

I am asking each current member to
let the Post know what more we
can do to make a difference. Please
contact me directly —or the Executive Committee —and express your
thoughts. During the coming year
our Post wants to make a national
impact, and especially a local impact. Let's make the year another
great one for Post 326 and the
community.
—Phil

Did you know that the Post currently has ten World War II veterans as members? What can we do

OFFICERS

Legionnaire • www.alegiononioncreek.org • October 2016

Tammy Jackson

2016-2017
Post 326 officers were selected at the
August general meeting to serve for the
coming fiscal year. Standing, L–R: Jim
Stolp, Bob Pillmore, Clyde Walls, Dr. Ron
Stried, Bob Jordan, Andrew Rangel, and
Phil Johnston.

HHH

>
Chaplain’s Corner

>

by Gerry Kern

H
Blessed is the Nation whose God is the Lord H H—Psalm
33:12
“To the kindly influence of Christianity we have removed their only firm basis, a conviction in the

we owe that degree of civil freedom, and
political and social happiness, which mankind now enjoys. Whenever the pillars of
Christianity shall be overthrown, our present republican forms of government — and
all blessings which flow from them — must
—Jedidiah Morse
fall with them.

”

“It is the duty of all nations to acknowledge the providence of Almighty God, to obey His will, to be grateful for
all His benefits, and humbly to implore His protection and
—George Washington
favor.

”

“We have no government armed with power capable of
contending with human passions unbridled by morality
and religion. Our Constitution was made only for a moral
and religious people. It is wholly inadequate to the govern—John Adams
ment of any other.

”

“And can the liberties of a nation be thought secure when

minds of the people that these liberties are of the gift of God?
That they are not to be violated but with His wrath? Indeed
I tremble for my country when I reflect that God is just; that
—Thomas Jefferson
His justice cannot sleep forever.

”

“Before any man can be considered as a member of civil

society, he must be considered as a subject of the Governor
—James Madison
of the Universe.

”

“Is it not in the chain of human events, the birthday of the

nation is indissolubly linked to the
birthday of the Savior? That it forms
a leading event in the progress of the
Gospel dispensation? Is it not that the
Declaration of Independence first organized the social compact on the foundation of the Redeemer’s mission upon earth? That it laid the cornerstone of
human government upon the first precepts of Christianity?
—John Quincy Adams H

”

Wednesday, October 5

Social Hour 6 P.M. H Open Meeting 7:00 P.M. H Dinner 7:20 P.M.
CHILD CARE

IS AVAILABLE AT NO COST FOR CHILDREN OVER

18

MONTHS

Please make your reservations by responding to this newsletter. If you receive

an email notifying you of the meeting, please reply ASAP whether or not you plan to
attend (with number of attendees) and if you want the vegetarian option. If you do
not receive an email, contact Sergeant-at-Arms Larry Hohl at larryhohl@austin.rr.com
or (512) 523-8532 no later than 5:00 P.M. on Sunday, July 31.

Menu

REGULAR

Chicken Florentine
w/ Rice Pilaf

VEGETARIAN

Grilled Vegetable
Ravioli

Carrot, Corn, and Pea Medley
Both Dinners Also Receive
Freshly Baked Rolls and Butter • Cannoli Dessert
Iced Tea and Regular/Decaf Coffee
$21.50 per person (inclusive)
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America!
The right to vote is a
choice that the American Legion supports without question. Please plan
ahead and cast your ballot for the candidates of
your choice.
Early voting is available
from October 24 through
November 4.

Election Day voting
is on Nov 8.
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Post 326 Bulletin Board/Calendar
Greg Shigemasa to Speak at
October Meeting
Greg Shigemasa is the Texas Veterans Commission's Communications and Veterans Engagement Manager, working alongside a talented
team of creative and innovative communication and marketing professionals. He is an Air Force veteran, a business
consultant, and a former university faculty member. He
earned his Master of Business Administration degrees in
management and international management from Hawaii
Pacific University.
The Communications and Veterans Engagement team increases awareness of veteran services through community
outreach for the benefit of veterans, their families, and survivors.

Installation of Officers 2015-2016
District 10 Commander Teddy Weeks conducted the
installation of Post 326 officers for the coming fiscal year,
at the August general meeting. A complete listing of Post
officers is available in the recently updated Post Directory.

November 11, 2016: Veterans Day
Ideas on what to do on Veterans Day:

H Attend,

or watch on TV, the Veterans Day
commemoration at Arlington National Cemetery in Arlington, VA. You can watch the wreath-laying
ceremony at the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier. You may
also wish to respectfully walk through the cemetery, where
over 40,000 veterans and their families are buried.

H Watch America's Parade, originally “the

Veterans Day Parade,” in New York City. This is
the largest Veterans Day parade in the country, bringing in
around 25,000 attendees each year. It is held in Manhattan
and has been running since 1919. There are also other
large parades to attend, including the biggest one west of the
Mississippi River in Albany, Oregon. One of the best

H Tour the memorials and monuments in
Washington, D.C., that are related in some way to veterans. There are too many to list, but look for the DC War
Memorial, which honors local World War I veterans, the
National World War II Memorial, the Korean War
Veterans Memorial, and the Vietnam Veterans Memorial.
H Spend the day, or part of it, volunteering
at a local VA hospital or even just chatting with veterans who are there as patients. Many VAs will have special lunches on Veterans Day for the veterans, and they
welcome volunteers to help prepare the meal. Veterans
Day is an important time to remember those who risked
their lives to defend the freedom of others, and you will
find there are many festive and patriotic activities in which
to take part.
May 11, 2017: Post 326 Memorial
Golf Tournament
Next year’s Memorial Golf Tournament will be
held at the Onion Creek Club. In the near future the Golf
Committee Co-Chairmen (Jim Stolp & Tony Nuccio) will
be sending out information to sponsors, contributors, and
players, soliciting lessons learned in order to make improvements. In addition, the Golf Committee will commence fund-raising efforts in January 2017. The success of
the 2016 event has set a standard of excellence. We hope
to continue this in our future events.

Oratorical Contest
Protecting the foundation of freedom that we as
Americans cherish. American Legion Post 326 has
information on scholarships for students attending Aikens,
Bowie, Lehman, or Hays high schools. The American Legion
High School Oratorical Scholarship Program can provide
a stepping stone to further education. Local competition
begins after October 29, with District and Division contests
throughout January.
For more information contact your local high school or
American Legion Post 326 High School Oratorical Committee Chair Gerry Kern at 512-282-048 or visit the American Legion website: www.legion.org/oratorical H

parades is in Austin, on Congress Ave. (start 9 am).
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Finance Report

by Jim Stolp, Finance Officer

$

$

On August 31, 2016, the Onion Creek American Legion Post 326 closed its books for the fiscal
year (FY) and started the new (FY) on September 1, 2016. Phil Johnston, our new Commander,
had been the Finance Officer for the past year. He did a superb job in managing the books that I
had left with him so that I could focus on the Golf Chairman duties. Thanks again, Phil.
Our successful tournament this past year made it possible for our Post to continue con-

tributing to a variety of veteran and community projects. Since 2000, the Post will have awarded
$195,000 to 117 local high school scholarship recipients during this FY. Since 2013, based on
the generous contributions received from the greater Austin-area community, the Post has also awarded $32,000
in scholarships, along with employment assistance to many local veterans. Because of this success, we were able to
transfer $38,488 from the Golf account to the Operating ($17,488) and Scholarship ($21,000) accounts. Thanks
again to ALL the individuals, organizations, and businesses that participated.
Some of the money was used in the last FY, mainly for Veteran and College scholarships. It still leaves the Post in
a healthy financial position. We are starting the new FY with the following account balances:
•Operating
•Scholarship
•Golf

$15,436.70
$18,000.00
$500.00
$33,936.70

(Our investment portfolio with RiverStone Wealth Management closed on August 31 at $98,971.37) H

Post 326 Membership

by Bob Pillmore, Membership Chairman

Since our last newsletter, the Post
has added six new members.

Jayvilyn Warren is one of the UT
Veterans who signed up in June.
Meagan Bennett, Tommy Heitz and
Pedro Solis, three of our scholarship
recipients, and Molly Mae Potter
joined at our August meeting. Bill
Hoffman transferred to the Post. Please welcome them to
Post 326 when you see them.
We have lost two members since our last newsletter:
Robert Nettles, a 23-year member of the American Legion, passed away on July 12, 2016. Roger Garrish, a
26-year member of the Legion, passed away on August
14, 2016. I also recently learned that Gabe Yanez, one of
our Paid for Life members, and a member of the Post
since 2002, passed away on August 4, 2014.
We have published and distributed a Post 326 Membership Directory (2016). You should have received a
copy either by email or mail. If you received an email

4

version but require a printed version, I have a few remaining and will send one upon request. The last time
we distributed a directory was in 2013, so there have
been a number of changes in the interim.
Our 2017 membership drive has begun and 85
members are either Paid for Life or have renewed. If
you have not already done so, you can renew by sending
a check with your renewal notice or you can renew on
line. There are instructions for renewing on line included
with your notice. Also, you can update your personal
information on line using your MyLegion account.
Our campaign to update our records with your
DD214, verifying your eligibility for membership, is progressing. We appreciate your efforts to provide this critical information so that we are in compliance with the
IRS rules and can maintain our tax exempt status, which
is critical for fund-raising. If you have not yet provided
the information, you will be receiving a request from Adjutant Floyd Clark. H
FMI: rpillmore@austin.rr.com or 512-921-5952
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Boys State by Dr. Ron Stried,

Charitable Donations

Boys State Committee Chairman

by Clyde Walls, Donations Co-Chairman

American Legion Post 326
Supports Texas Boys State

In addition to donations the Post has
made in past years, at the recent meetings in August and September we approved donations to Final Salute Inc.
(www.finalsaluteinc.org) and Paws for
Vets (www.pawsforveterans.com). We encourage our membership to have a look
at these websites to learn more about these two organizations that are helping veterans.

American Legion Post 326 provides the
registration fee to attend Texas Boys
State for juniors from Hays and Lehman
high schools. Three boys from Hays
High School attended. The three juniors were Ryan Reed, Tuan Pham, and
Kurt Johnson. Lehman High School
was represented by Landry Rohde. An article about
Landry appeared in the Lehman High School paper. We
have invited the four representatives to attend the Post
326 dinner meeting on October 5. I hope we have a
good turnout for the meeting. H

The approved budget for this fiscal year increases our
Veterans Assistance budget to continue to reach out to
help veterans in need. H

UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS STUDENT VETERAN
ASSOCIATION BACK-TO-SCHOOL BBQ

The UT SVA held a “Back-to-School BBQ” on Saturday, August 27, at Zilker Park, and
about 80 people showed up for a great celebration. Post 326 Commander Phil Johnston,
past Commander Clyde Walls, 1st Vice Commander Andrew Rangel, and a number of
Post 326 members joined the group and had a great time meeting new veteran students.
Our thanks go out to Post member Rebecca Larson and Andrew Rangel for helping to
organize the event and our invitation.
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American Legion Post 326
P.O. Box 314
Manchaca, TX 78652-0314
www.alegiononioncreek.org
Published by Cathy Miller

*Mark your calendars and plan to
join Post 326 members and their
families for the Veterans Day
Parade on Congress Avenue,
on November 11.
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CURRENT OFFICERS

To:

Commander – Phillip “Phil“ Johnston
CURRENT
OFFICERS
(512
) 596-7777 • pjcougar@twc.com

AT-LARGE MEMBERS & COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSONS

Second Vice Commander – Dr. Robert D. “Bob” Larsen
(512) 282-9257 • drrobertlarsen@gmail.com

At-Large & Golf Co-Chair – Antonino J. “Tony” Nuccio

First Vice Commander – Paul A. “Andrew” Rangel
(830) 556-0349 • p.andrew170@gmail.com

Adjutant – Floyd J. Clark
282-8245 • floyd–clark@att.net

(512)

Finance Officer – James T. “Jim” Stolp
(512)

280-1598 • jpstolp@sbcglobal.net

Sergeant-at-Arms – Thomas L. “Larry” Hohl
(512) 523-8532 • larryhohl@austin.rr.com
Service Officer – Robert C. “Bob” Jordan
(512) 567-1341 • bjordan3@austin.rr.com
Chaplain – Gerard N. “Gerry” Kern
(512) 282-0487 • gnoel29@att.net

Historian – Dr. Ronald O. “Ron” Stried
(512) 280-3245 • rstried@aol.com

At-Large – Michael R. “Mike” Jackson

COMMITTEE
(512 )EXECUTIVE
282-2712 • mjackson8@austin.rr.com
Current Officers Plus:

Budget/Finance & Golf Co-Chair – James T. “Jim” Stolp
(512 ) 280-1598 • jpstolp@sbcglobal.net

(512 ) 282-2502 • tnuccio@earthlink.net

At-Large & Membership Co-Chair – Robert J. “Bob” Pillmore
(512 ) 292-1194 • rpillmore@austin.rr.com

Public Relations & Membership Co-Chair – Paul A. “Andrew” Rangel
(830) 556-0349 • p.andrew170@gmail.com
High School Oratorical – Gerard N. “Gerry” Kern
(512 ) 282-0487CHAIRPERSONS
• gnoel29@att.net
COMMITTEE

High School Scholarships & Boys/Girls State – Dr. Ron Stried
(512 ) 280-3245 • rstried@aol.com

At-Large, Veteran Scholarships, Charitable Donations – Clyde Walls
(512 ) 280-7306 • Cwalls1939@gmail.com

Charitable Donations Co-Chair – Thomas L. “Tom” Harder
(512 ) 656-7410 • tomharder57@sbcglobal.net
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