

From: Scott Woods [mailto:nittanylion96@hotmail.com] 
Sent: Thursday, May 29, 2008 2:01 AM
To: Dan; Eric A. Drossner; Paul S. Rovner; nittanylion96@hotmail.com
Subject: MBBC XII Odds
Preparations have been made, the room has been booked (we think), the rental car has been booked, and the schedule has been set.  There is nothing left to do but count down the mere days and hours until the 2008 Myrtle Beach Birdie Championship.  The oddsmakers have been hard at work analyzing each of the players and their trends in order to set the odds and prop bets for the twelfth installment of The Championship.  
 
It certainly has not been difficult for organizers to draw attention to this year's event.  Last year's tournament was relatiely mundane after defending champion Dan Hoelke was forced to withdraw due to a career threatening knee injury.  There is significantly more hype surrounding this years tournament, as fans are anxious to see the return of Stormin' Dan Hoelke.  While the other players in the MBBC are welcoming Hoelke back to the competition, to a man they agree that they are not going to simply hand the title to him.  One of the players summed it up best when he said, "I'm certainly happy to see Hoelke back in action.  The tournament's not the same without him.  But, at the same time, I have no intention of just giving the title him.  He's going to have to earn it just like everyone else." Hoelke is certainly up for the challenge, as he has made it clear since he suffered the injury, that he was clearly focused on the 2008 MBBC and winning the title.
 
Early reports indicate that the weather will not be a factor in The Championship.  Gone are the days when oppressive heat and humidity would take their toll on the players.  Last year's decision to move the tourament to May proved to be one of the best decisions the MBBCGA ever made.  With temperatures expected to be in the low 80's, players can focus on golf rather than the heat.  This can only lead to more birdies.
 
This year's schedule features a good mix of new and familiar courses.  Defending champion Eric Drossner originally selected Wicked Stick as the site of the opening round, but maintenance issues forced the opening round to relocate to Shaftesbury Glen, site of the opening round of the 2002 event.  Shaftesbury Glen is a unique venue with its relatively wide open fairways and tricky, elevated greens.  In 2002, Paul Rovner and Eric Drossner were able to birdie in that round, while Scott Woods and Dan Hoelke struggled, setting the tone for the Rovner/Drossner co-championship.  Day 2 features two new courses.  Leopard's CHase is a relative unknown to all players, and the afternoon round will be played at 2006 champion Dan Hoelke's selection, Sandpiper Bay.  Since making his selection, Hoelke has already expre4ssed some concern about the course.  On Day 3, the players will move to thier favorite venue, Barefoot.  They open the day on the Fazio course assuming the greens have repaired after maintenance and the afternoon round has yet to be selected with the players holding out hope that the Love course will be playable, so that they can take aim at their favorite hole.  Certainly Hoelke would like the Love course to available since it was the site of his 3 straight birdies in 2006.  Day 4 finds the tournament back at another player faqvorite, Grande Dunes.  Hopes to play the private members course appear to have been dashed, which means the players will likely play Grande Dunes twice on that day.  Finally, the tournament will conclude at Man O' War.  Paul Rovner cringed at this selection as it was the site of one of the worst performances in MBBC history, when he shot in excess of 120 and lost countless balls.  As usual, oddsmakers anticipate that it will be the most exciting sporting event of the year.
 
Dan Hoelke - 1:2
 
A little more than 13 months ago, Dan Hoelke suffered a horrific injury to his knee, which many felt could end his career.  Many others felt that, at best, Hoelke would never be able to play at the elite level he was accustomed to prior to this injury.  In short, there were few that felt Hoelke ever had any chance of contending for an MBBC title again.  Hoelke has proven all of the naysayers wrong and is poised to make a dramatic return to the MBBC.  After undergoing surgery, Hoelke endured 8 months of rigorous physical therapy for the sole purpose of returning to the tournament he loves.  Oddsmakers were intially unsure what to make of Hoelke's return to the tournament.  Oddsmakers have never had to deal with a player missing an entire year from the event.  However, after several warm-up rounds, Hoelke has proven that he is more than ready for the 2008 tournament, and oddsmakers have made him the betting favorite.  Hoelke has made several birdies in his warm-up rounds in the months leading up to the tournament.  Reports indicate that Hoelke is showing no ill affects from the injury.  In fact, many have suggested that Hoelke looks better than ever.  Clearly, Hoelke is the sentimental favorite among the fans.  However, Hoelke has made it clear that while he appreciates the sentiment and is happy to be back in action, he is not just happy to be back and has every intention of winning the title.  Hoelke has made it clear that he has looked to other athletes for inspiration on dealing with career threatening injuries.  The first was obvious, Tiger Woods, a player who many have compared Hoelke to over the years.  Several years ago, Tiger underwent knee surgery, leading many to question whether or not he would be able to continue winning tournaments.  Woods has obviously put any doubts to bed.  Hoelke has also drawn inspiration from fellow Penn State athlete Matt Gaudio.  Gaudio was a solid member of the Penn State basketball team before a serious back injury threatened his career.  It appeared that Gaudio's career was over after he sat out a season.  But Gaudio battled back and helped lead the Lions back to the NCAA tournament in his senior season.  Hoelke has spoken with Gaudio on several occassions as he's battled back from his injury. Other then the questions surrounding his return from injury, the only other factor against Hoelke is the curious decision he made to buy new clubs just a few weeks before the tournament.  Certainly distance control is a major factor in firing birdies, and it remains to be seen if Hoelke has adjusted to his new clubs.  With the rest of the players seemingly unprepared for the tournament, once again, this appears to be Hoelke's tournament to lose and only lingering affects from his injury or a complete failure to adjust to his new clubs will prevent him from winning.  
 
Scott Woods - 3:2
 
It's been 5 years since Woods last hoisted The Big Woody, and, once again, many are wondering if he will ever be able to win the title again.  Woods' off season regimen (or lack thereof) has also done nothing to suggest that he has any hope of winning this year.  Until 1 week ago, Woods had not even touched his clubs since walking off the green at Wachesaw East from the final round of the 2007 MBBC.  Yet, in true Woods fashion, despite playing very poorly and shooting well over 100 for the round, he managed to put together a string of shots on one hole and make a birdie.  It is this uncanny ability to birdie in the middle of some very bad play that makes Woods a contender year in and year out.  However, Woods entered last season's tournament after a very similar offseason, and fired only 2 birdies, his lowest birdie total in the recorded history of the MBBC.  Some suggested that Woods had little interest in the tournament since Hoelke was out, but others noted that he played his worst brand of golf in many, many years.  Some also felt that Woods was almost playing as bad as Paul Rovner did in th early years of the MBBC.  There is little doubt that Woods' play has worsened over the last few years... the statistics don't lie.  However, for Woods, the key to winning remains the same; taking advantage of those birdie opportunities.  Besides the fact that Woods hasn't won the title in 5 years, he also has the added pressure of being "on the clock", meaning he has the current longest birdie-less streak.  He is currently at 114 consecutie holes without a birdie and will be approaching the record of 162.  Woods will be anxious to strike early in order to avoid this dubious record.    
 
Eric Drossner - 4:1
 
Drossner's odds are believed to be the highest for a defending champion in the history of the MBBC.  Despite winning the 2007 tournament, many believe that Drossner didn't so much win the tournament, but rather that the other players lost it.  There was nothing impressive about Drossner's 4 birdies; one of them was a chip-in and another was a 50 foot putt, and, of course, there have been many who consider Drossner's title as tainted since Hoelke was not playing.  Oddsmakers continue to wonder which Drossner will show up for the tournament, the Drossner who can fire birdies in bunches or the Drossner who seems to play uninspired golf for long periods of time and appears to have no chance of making birdies. Drossner continues to be an absolute enigma.  He may actually be the most talented player in the MBBCGA, but he simply does not put in the effort that is necessary to win the title.  It is believed that he has only played 1 warm-up round in preparation for the 2008 tournament, and, as usual, has a very cavalier attitude about it.  Many believed that once Drossner was able to win his first solo title, it would open the door for him to contend on a regular basis.  In fact, it appears his title has had the opposite effect.  It would seem that he is content with his one title and has very little motivation to win again.  Drossner does not even seem to take any exception to comments that his 2007 title is tainted because it was not a full field event.  There does not seem to be any pattern to Drossner's performances over the years, and it is this lack of consistency that baffles ofddsmakers and bettors.  He has never made consecutive birdies, he has never made more than 4 birdies in 1 tournament, he has not gone more than 130 holes without a birdie (the shortest record among the foursome) and that was in 2001, he is second in first day birdies and second in last day birdies, he has not had birdies on 3 consecutive courses since 2002... every year it seems that Drossner is on the verge of greatness and every year it seems that he slips back into mediocrity.  Is this the year that Drossner finally harnesses all of his potential and challenges Hoelke, or will he once again, wilt under the pressure.     
 
Paul Rovner - 35:1
 
In a nutshell, the oddsmakers don't believe that Rovner has any chance of winning the 2008 title.  Over the last few years, Rovner had made dramatic improvements to his game, all as part of a 3 year plan to contend for the title.  However, lfe seems to have gotten in the way of Rovner's 3 year plan.  Another baby and a new house have lead to Rovner only playing 1 warm-up round.  The stars seemed to be aligned for Rovner to win last year.  Most believed he was playing at the top of his game, and annual favorite Dan Hoelke was out with an injury leaving the door open for Rovner's first solo title.  However, Rovner was unable to take advantage of the opportunity and fired only 2 birdies in what could only be described as an abysmal performance.  Rovner recently commented that he felt like this year's tournament "snuck up on him."  This is clearly the comment of a player who is not focused on the MBBC.  Such a comment might have been understandable last year, when it was moved from August to May.  However, this is the second year that the tournament is being held in May.  In fact, when dates for the tournament were proposed, Rovner's scheduling conflicts were the major reason the tournament was pushed back a couple of weeks.  Were he serious about contending, Rovner certainly would not have let the tournament "sneak up on him" and would have set up a proper practice schedule.  Instead, it appears that Rovner has been focused on other things in his life.  As stated previously, Rovner played only 1 warm-up round, and Rovner admitted that the round was pretty bad.  He had difficulty getting off the tee and had few, if any, legitimate birdie chances.  This is the opposite of Rovner's preparation over the last few years, when he dedicated hours to practice and warm-up rounds and was fully prepared for the MBBC.  Rovner has also already estab lished another excuse for why he won't win the MBBC announcing that he has been sick over the last few days and my not be 100% for the tournament.  As usual, it is crucial that Rovner get out to an early lead and hope that the rest of the players falter.  Adding even more pressure to Rovner is the fact that the final round will be played at Man O' War, a course on which he has struggled. Rovner will need to exorcise some demons on Man O' War in order to birdie on the final day.  Finally, Rovner has never made more than 4 birdies in one tournament and, with the exception of last year's tournament, 4 birdies has not been enough to win since Rovner shared the title with Drossner in 2002. 

First Player to Birdie
 
Dan Hoelke -       1:1
Paul Rovner -      2:1
Scott Woods -    5:1
Eric Drossner -     20:1
 
Surprisingly, Paul Rovner and Dan Hoelke are tied for the number of times they have been the first to birdie in a tournament with 3 each.  Rovner is also the leader among all players for Day One birdies.  For whatever reason, Rovner seems to thrive on the first day. One of the years that Rovner was gthe first to birdie was 2002 when the tournament opened at Shaftesbury Glen as it will this year.  Drossner was the only other player to bidie at Shaftesbury Glen that year, so action could be heavy on him as well despite the fact that he has only opened the scoring once.
 
Will a Complete Round be Rained Out? (1 hole played = NO)
 
YES -    +600
NO -      -750
 
Some will be upset with the oddsmakers for even creating this proposition bet.  In the 11 years of the Myrtle Beach Birdie Championship, an entire round has never been washed out by rain.  The closest the tournament ever came to a complete washout was in 2001 at The Witch.  However, the players did play 2 or 3 holes while dodging rain drops.  Other rounds have been shortened.  The weather appears to be cooperating again this year, so it appears unlikely that there will be a washout this year.

Will one Player win the "Trifecta" ( Birdie Championship, Fairway Accuracy and Greens in Regulation)?
 
YES -  +270
NO -   -150
 
Since fairway accuracy and Greens in Regulation stats began being kept in 2002, a player has completed the "trifecta" only twice (Hoelke in 2005 and Drossner in 2007).  You would think that these statistics would all go together and the winner would likely win each category...?

Margin of Victory
 
0 -   5:1
1 -   3:1
2 -   1:2
3 -   2:1
4 -   8:1
5 or more - 25:1

An interesting prop bet is what will be the margin of victory for the champion.  Since 1999, there has only been a tie on 2 occassions (1999 when the champion tie-breaker rule was created and 2002).  Strangely, the Birdie Championship has NEVER been decided by just 1 birdie.  5 times, the margin of victory has been 2.  On 1 occassion the margin was 3 (Hoelke's runaway victory in 2001) and on 1 occasions the margin was 4 (Hoelke's second runaway victory in 2005).    
 
Over/Under for each player’s birdie totals:


2002

2003

2004

2005

2006            2007               2008
Dan Hoelke:
8.5 (3)

7.5 (4)

5.5 (6)

6.5 (8)

8.5 (7)         N/A               6.5

Scott Woods:
4.5 (3)

5.5 (6)

4.5 (3)

3.5 (4)

5.5 (5)         3.5 (2)           4.5
Eric Drossner:
2.5 (4)

5.5 (2)

2.5 (4)

3.5 (2)

2.5 (4)         2.5(4)            3.5
Paul Rovner:
3.5 (4)

3.5 (1)

1.0 (2)

1.5 (3)

3.5  (3)         1.5 (2)           2.5

Quite frankly, these are VERY interesting lines this year.  If I were a betting man (which I am), I couldn't tell you which way I would go on these lines.  They are all very difficult.  Many have suggested that the Woods and Rovner UNDERS are the best bets, and perhaps even a parley is in order!!! 
Over/Under for total Birdies by the Foursome:
 

   2003                2004                 2005                2006                   2007 (only 3 players played)  2008
  18.5 (13)         12.5 (15)           14.5 (17)          19.5 (19)               8.5   (8)                                16.5

 

This has become the oddsmakers' favorite line to set.  The oddsmakers intially struggled with the line as they overestimated the number of birdies that would be scored and then underestimated.  However, the last two years the oddsmakers have been dead-on in setting the line, including last year when only three players played.  
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