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Right now, we have a tentative plan for re-opening as we
try to follow the Governor, CDC, and safety protocols. As changes are
constantly happening we feel a phased in approach will work best
and give us the flexibility to speed up or slow down our process. So, here it is:
SPRING – NOW AND JUNE we will provide up to 2 services, 9:30 and 11 am for up to 50 people in the
sanctuary. Meetings will remain ZOOM. Fellowships are beginning to transition to in person in safe ways.
Committees are going to start scheduling meetings planning for fall.
SUMMER – JUNE 20 THRU LABOR DAY we will move back to a 10:30 am service as soon it works with
our Sunday School classes. One service only with slow loosening of 50 limit based on the reports we have
from Governor and CDC. Summer Activities will be in-person but with work for safety in distance and
masks likely. Meetings may begin to transition to in person based on each group. When the Governor
allows, CLC usage will begin again. Football Sunday and Music Camp Sunday events will be looked into and
we will let you know their status as the next two months unfold.
FALL – SEPT. 12 FORWARD is our targeted goal for re-opening with 9:30 am Sunday School in person and
10:30 am worship with no limits on attendance. September 19 will be celebrated as our first ECC
Homecoming Sunday. You will receive much more information as we get closer to that time. This may
change and we are well aware that people will come back as they feel comfortable. We know we will have
to patiently allow a building back of all we do. Each step will be done in a way to insure safety and
allow us all to know.
SPECIAL NOTE: It is clear that we will continue virtual worship and hope to incorporate virtual and
“Hybrid” (both in person and virtual) meetings and activities. We are in a new place now as we create a
post-covid way to practice church and live into the future.

—
Just as we walked out of the church 10 years ago to break ground for
the Community Life Center, now we will gather outdoors (And on Facebook Live) to
celebrate the completion of our loan and burn the mortgage for our wonderful
Community Life Center! If you still feel unsafe to come inside, we will gather at
about 11:55 am out front of the church and have a brief ceremony to mark this important milestone.

Pentecost Celebration
In “normal” years, we would be celebrating Pentecost with a Picnic/Cookout at
Beth Schmidt Park. Due to the pandemic, we are not quite ready to gather in that space
together. The Board of Christian Education wanted to celebrate in some way after church
and plan to have a special pre-packaged treat on the lawn following church on May 23.
Join us for a birthday of the church celebration following worship on that day!
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(“Chris” is short for Christian)
A time to dream:
We are a Community of Faith!
When I first arrived 10
years ago, I was struck by the fact
that we had “Community” in our
church name. As one who was called
by the search committee for what I hope was my adherence to “goal
driven ministry,” I seized on the word COMMUNITY as we started
putting together our Vision 2016 Five Year Plan. We created much of
our focus on what it meant to be (are you ready for this?) A
community of faith reaching out and welcoming the community and a
church that sees its place in the Elon and greater Burlington
Community addressing needs and witnessing/sharing our faith to this
community.
We did the same for our Vision 2021 strategy and dreaming
sessions that we always called Town Hall Meetings. After what I believe
have been two successful five-year programs, I am calling on us all to
contribute to the dream of how we will be ELON COMMUNITY CHURCH
into the future! Our updated vision, goals, and plans will lead us to
2026! Even now, that word COMMUNITY has a central place in how we
dream and figure how our congregation practices and faithfully
continues to create what this church needs to be about!
Boards are already dreaming and coming up with some
great ideas! They will finish in May and we are calling on all of us,
opening up everyone’s mind and heart as we prepare for 2-3 Town

MONDAY SCHOOL GOES BACK TO
THE NEW TESTAMENT

THE EPISTLE OF 1 & 2 PETER
The Sr. Pastor’s Bible
Study will be visiting the New
Testament and the early church as
we study the non-Pauline letters
attributed to the Apostle Peter.
These are shorter letters and we
plan to take the time needed to explore their authorship, the
situations that call for the letter, and the impact it has on our
overall teachings from the New Testament. We meet each Monday at
4:30 pm on ZOOM.

Hall Meetings beginning in June and going till September. Already
there are ideas of how the church will grow in the Post-Covid world,
possible new additions to the building, technology updates to expand
ministry, how do we work and partner with other churches to
become develop multi-campus ministries for our community, and we
are assessing the needs of the community and how we can be a
faithful support and presence. Practical things like having a Church
Van and how our virtual presence will continue even when we are
more in-person than remote. There is a lot to think about as we
enter these particularly important years ahead.
In the wake of the George Floyd trial, our work for
anti-racism and how we integrate this as a people of faith will be
focused on as one of the greatest needs for our greater community
and our world. While there is a sense of relief, maybe we can
peacefully pursue how the church will address and live into
recognizing our own collective sinfulness as Church and not always
being so inviting. The environment and the needs to respond to
possible climate catastrophe making what we do vital and
immediately important. Finally, how we grow in community and
renew as a faithful body of Christians rounds out important challenges
that ask us to dream with faith-filled urgency.
Being a Church in this time and place and who we become
is exciting, challenging, and a Spirit-filled work that has made this
church one of the greatest ministry experiences of my career and
calling! This gives us life and draws us toward the dream of God’s
Kingdom and how we are the Body of Christ in the community we
are present. Dream my friends! We will grow together!!
Finally, I speak for the whole staff in thanksgiving for the
leaders of the Church and how they have recognized their work and
special effort over the last year and a half. The joy of paying off the
CLC debt because of faithful
generosity allows us even
more room to dream and
grow. Yet another thank you
to our dear friend Jim Starr
for including the church in his
will. These things I know we
are all thankful for and
celebrate in these days of
dreaming!

Love,
Randy
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Graduation Sundays
May 16 Elon Community Church will honor
Elon Seniors who have been a part of our
congregation during their time here. Mary Grace
Cavey, Katie Melton, and Amber Bond have contributed their time and
talents to their congregation and Mary Grace even became an associate
member. We applaud their accomplishments and look forward to hearing
where life takes them after Elon.
June 13th ECC will honor those from our congregation that are
graduating high school and higher education institutes. Email the church
office at eloncommunitychurch@gmail.com to let us know your graduates
name and the institution where they are receiving their diplomas.

Knights of the North Castle · July 19-21, 2021 · Time-6:15-8:00 pm
Last year’s Vacation Bible School had a
different twist due to the pandemic and was totally
virtual. We saved our purchased VBS kit for this year
and look forward to sharing with the children “Knights of
the North Castle.” Plans are underway for our in person VBS this year. We
are planning to do most of the activities outside with maybe one activity
in the Community Life Center with no supper served this year. Other
activities will be socially distanced under tents, outside with masks. Ages?
Pre-K-Rising 6th graders. What do we need? Volunteers to help with
leading the programs, shepherding children, and checking them in and out
for the evening. We need tents that you might have available to create
our stations. Willing to help in some way? Email Pastor Sharon at
wheeler.sharon04@gmail.com or call the church office.

Women’s Fellowship
Women’s Fellowship will meet on Monday, May 3 at 10:30 am
in person in the Community Life Center and on Zoom. Pastor Randy will
lead a discussions on Mothers or Women who made a difference in our
lives. Here is the invitation to the Zoom meeting:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89428419819?
pwd=S2kwY3lETkdtRmNmNzR3NjdTY1Mydz09
Meeting ID: 894 2841 9819
Passcode: 536546
Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kevywLnfBG

KICK (Kids in Christ’s
Kingdom) Meeting

KICK Group will meet on Sunday, May 16 at 3:30 pm
on the lawn of the church. We will play games and have a treat
following our game time!

COOL/EDGE Youth
Group May Meetings
COOL Group (5th-7th
grade) will meet Sunday, May
16 at 5:30 at the home of
Pastor Sharon at 2314
Woodridge Rd. in Burlington.
We will have a cookout and
we have games to play—basketball, horse shoes, cornhole. Please
Join us for a socially distanced tine together!
EDGE Group (8th-12th grade) will meet at the home of
Matt and Racheal Stimpson outdoors on their new patio on
Sunday, May 23 at 5:30. We will have a meal and some games
and time to fellowship together outside.
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We Felt Called To Act in 2015 and that Feeling Continues!
Help us Feed Food Insecure Children at Elon Elementary!
Sponsor a Child for The Back Pack Program!
$28.00 a month
Or
$300.00 a school year!

It's hard to believe that this is our 6th year of feeding food-insecure children at Elon Elementary School. For the past 6 years,
dedicated volunteers have packed and delivered food each weekend during the school year for 15 to 26 children. We have been very blessed
to not have needed to raise funds since our first year, but there is a need to do so now.
If you can help, it would be greatly appreciated. You may write a check to Elon Community Church with the notation “Backpack,”
give online, or at the church. Questions? Contact Sue Kuhn at 336-512-3031 or Vivian Bengel 336-213-3777.

2020 PROMISED MISSION DOLLARS DISTRIBUTED BECAUSE OF THE
CONGREGATION’S GENEROSITY AND FAITHFULNESS!
As you may recall, due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the Missions & Outreach Board was one of many
boards that froze spending towards the end of 2020 to ensure financial security for the church. Due to the
generosity of our church and some financial gains, the Missions & Outreach Board was able to allocate $7548.94,
which was the amount of surplus that we had left after funding our 2021 budget. While it wasn’t exactly 100% of
last year’s budget, it came very close and we are so pleased to send out these funds.
Below is the distribution of those funds:
Allied Churches
Meals on Wheels
Women’s Resource Center
Our Church’s Wider Mission

$4,220.00
$300.00
$200.00
$2,828.94

Thank you to our membership who continues to show an outpouring of generosity in supporting
the churches missions and outreach efforts.

THE FARMERS MARKET AT ELON COMMUNITY CHURCH
The Authentically Alamance Farmers Market has returned in full force with 21 vendors! Like last year, the
market is now run down College Ave. instead of on our grass. Therefore, you need to enter by coming into the Holt
Ave. entrance of our parking. Look forward to a year with lots of choices and healthy affordable food. They now take
credit cards for tokens, and accept food assistance (snap) by giving $2 for each $1 you buy! So, pass the word and
attend this market and celebrate local! Market each Thursday from 3-6 pm!
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Virtual Meeting on April 11, 2021—By Tanya Gold, Council Secretary
Treasurer’s Report for the month of March merged into items of New Business and the report from Trustees, all related to the good news that
the Community Life Center loan was paid off in full on March 31, thanks to a generous donation from the estate of Jim Starr. 2021 budgeted
Income is also running ahead of schedule; in fact, the March report shows a YTD surplus of $22,703. This is mainly due to several families
paying their entire year’s pledges all at once, so the current excess will even out over the year. Bill is very thankful for the wonderful position
we are in.
Trustees will continue to discuss how best to make use of donations that may come in to the Building Fund to fulfill pledges. They hope to
present their recommendations for building improvements within 2 months. Paying off the CLC early freed up budgeted payments of nearly $10K
in loan interest, so the Trustees recommended that Council approve raises for the church staff, previously withheld from the 2021 budget. They
feel that a 4% bonus has certainly been merited by unusual duties required by the pandemic.
Deacons are continuing to communicate regularly with their Care Groups through calls and emails to families. Five deacons were able to
participate in the virtual Maundy Thursday service during Holy Week. The Board will begin strategic planning next month.
Board of Christian Education hosted a successful Easter Egg Hunt on the church grounds! Small groups of youth have also gathered in person to
plant flowers. These are positive examples of a safe, “phased” return to our former church life. Families with young children, please note that
July 19-21 has been reserved for Vacation Bible School. May 23 is Pentecost Sunday, which will be celebrated with cupcakes on the lawn after
worship (instead of a picnic this year), so sign up for 11 AM worship! A 5-week series of 1-hour Zoom classes begins April 21 for adults to
consider how race has impacted their spiritual journey.
Missions & Outreach Board invested their time at this month’s meeting in discussing our new 5-year plan and goals. Racheal thanked everyone
for the tremendous support of the Community Baby Shower, which will continue indefinitely due to extreme need. You can also join in the
mission to provide weekend food for needy children who attend Elon Elementary School by sponsoring a child for the coming school year through
the BackPack program.
Board of Evangelism is gathering estimates to modernize our church website. They are looking toward partnering with the Missions Board to host
another Secondhand Santa sale. In the past, that effort was coordinated by Sheri James, but the two ECC Boards have committed to take it on
as a church function, since it helps to support our Christmas Cheer ministry. If you are interested in joining the planning committee, contact Matt
or Racheal Stimpson.
Children/Youth Ministries – Pastor Sharon has managed to bring all ages of children and youth back together safely for church activities – either
outdoors on in the CLC. She reports that they enjoyed seeing one another again in March, and look forward to similar opportunities in April.
Confirmation class continues in the Zoom format. A tentative plan is set for moving Confirmation Sunday to an in-person celebration on
September 19.
Associate Minister’s Report – Outside of the ECC pulpit, Pastor Sharon delivered the homily for the community Easter Sunrise Service. She will
participate in an Installation Service at First Christian UCC on April 18, and will preach here on April 25. She also helps lead Clergy Cohorts
(support groups for pastors), and meets on a regular basis (via Zoom) with area ministers and UCC ONA pastors.
Senior Minister’s Report – Pastor Randy reviewed the ways ECC was able to honor Holy Week despite COVID restrictions this year. He is hearing
from members who attend in-person services that they feel very safe. Additional efforts have been required this month to meet with the family of
Jim Starr and help prepare to sell his house. His report on the recent Staff Retreat to create a church “Re-Opening Plan” led into our discussion
of New Business.
NEW BUSINESS – Summary of Votes and Decisions
• Approval of the Phased Re-Opening Plan developed by church staff.
• Approval for Moderator and Senior Pastor to bring together a Task Force to help lead the strategic planning process. This involves meeting
with Boards first to develop proposed plans, then soliciting input from the congregation.
• Set target date of October 23 (9 AM to 1 PM) for a Town Hall meeting to solicit input from congregation toward the next set of 5-year goals.
• Approved the recommendation of Trustees to grant a one-time bonus of 4% of annual salary to all church staff.
• Moved date of May’s Church Night meetings to May 16, due to Mother’s Day being the 2nd Sunday.

Next Council meeting is set for Sunday, May 16, 2021 at 7:30 PM, via Zoom
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Thank you to all the wonderful Church
Members who sent cards, e-mails, texts,
and food to our family after Bill’s passing.
We appreciated it so much. It is so comforting
to be a part of a loving Church.
Love,
Linda Brown

Stay Connected
with Elon Alive!
Have
you joined our
private
Facebook group
yet? It’s called Elon Alive! and is invite only for
church members and friends. If you have not
received an invite and would like to participate,
please e-mail the church office at
eloncommunitychurch@gmail.com. You must have
a Facebook account in order to be involved. This
is a great place, safe for the whole family to
post pictures and interact with other members
and friends while we are social distancing.

Click or scan the QR Code on the top
right of our website, eloncommunitychurch.org, or
look for the QR Code in the bulletin and Torch.
You can also go to our website and click on the
FINANCE tab, to set up an account for regular
online giving. Please take into account that we
pay 3% in fees on each donation if paid with a
credit card. Debit cards and checking accounts
are encouraged! If you cannot make an online
payment, checks are welcome to be mailed to
PO Box 625, Elon, NC 27244.
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Connie Martin
Howard Welborn
Richard Denault
Earl Vickers
Sheala Nicholson
Kirstie Doehler
Re Anderson
Bryn Covington
Will Stimpson
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5/1
5/2
5/2
5/3
5/3
5/9
5/10
5/11
5/11

Kevin and Tanya Kline
5/10
Billy and Kathy Futch
5/11
Brian Gyniewski and Michelle Abelson 5/17
Jack and Jan Walker
5/18

Dan Kuhn
Catherine Goodwin
William Fisher
Dee Bragg
Carol Lehman
Heidi Danieley
Bob Martin
Nancy Wiley

5/12
5/14
5/19
5/21
5/21
5/22
5/23
5/26

Wayne and Caroline Holmes
Cody Morris and Fiamma Lujan
Josh and Monica Nicholson
Bill and Anita Davis

5/19
5/27
5/27
5/30

Mailed: 4/28/2021

Street: 271 N. Williamson Ave.
Mail: PO Box 625
Elon, NC 27244
Phone: 336-584-0391
Fax: 336-584-7963
E-mail: eloncommunitychurch@gmail.com

Torch Articles

Please note that all
submissions are due by the
19th for the upcoming month. Because
of limited space, articles may be edited,
saved for future issues, or omitted.
Thank you for your contributions!

If you would like to be removed from The Torch mailing list please e-mail
eloncommunitychurch@gmail.com
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