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Twin City Post Card Club
website—find a listing of
known markets in the region.

By Nancy and Steve Bailey
Although the Minnesota State Fair is not held in today’s definition of the Hamline-Midway district ,in the beginning its location
was indeed considered to be part of the village of Hamline.
In 1884, after months of discussion, a permanent home for the
Minnesota State Fair was chosen in the little town of Hamline.
Located equally between Minneapolis and St. Paul, Hamline won
over the second-place option at Minnehaha Falls. The Minnesota
Agricultural Society took possession of 200 acres at the Ramsey
County Poor Farm that were donated outright to the new
Minnesota State Fair.
The Minnesota State Fair opened in 1885 on the new fairgrounds.
Site plans changed very little through the years. The Grandstand,
animal barns, livestock, agriculture buildings, and Machinery Hill
have remained in virtually the same locations for over 100 years.
Rural folks found the new fairgrounds to their liking. They came
to the cities for business or to shop; now they could also attend
the fair. Railroads from their hometowns offered reduced-rate
transportation and trains steamed right up to a fanciful depot at
the fairground gates. Now everyone – from cities and rural towns
– united to make the Minnesota State Fair an everlasting success.

Fair continued
on page 2
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Fair Continued from page 1

Even though Hamline was the Minnesota State
Fair postal address until 1927, when the U.S. Post
Office repositioned the area into the St. Paul Post
Office, the residents of the area still considered it
as being in Hamline as can be seen from this article in the September 2, 1927 issue of The Hamline
Tribune,

“Only twelve hours separates us from the great
Minnesota State Fair and Northwest Daily Exposition. The great event which has been the topic of
conversation for the past several weeks will open
the 1927 session. If fair weather favors the Twin
cities a large attendance is expected. No regular
program will be held Sunday, September 4. The
largest crowd of the week is expected Monday,
Labor Day.

Most business houses of St. Paul and the Hamline
District will be closed. the Minnesota State Fair
as usual will be held practically in the Hamline
District. Without the slightest doubt the Fair
Session is the most exciting and important time for
Hamline. More than one new special feature is on
the program this year. The one which is expected
to attract the most attention, the officials believe,
is the new aerial show, the first one of its kind and
magnitude ever held here.

Planes of all types are to be on exhibit; mail, war, passenger, stunt and commercial. Besides the new attractions there will be the usual agriculture, livestock,
horticulture and poultry shows. Montgomery Ward
and Company of the Hamline District has leased an
entire building for its use during the seven days.
Sousa and his band, horse and automobile racing and
innumerable other things are sure to draw the
interest of everyone, young or old.
Fair continued on page 3
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The new fireworks spectacle, “The Fall of
Troy” is said to be the greatest ever show at
the Fair. All children under twelve are to be
admitted absolutely free, whether accompanied
by their parents or not….. The Minnesota State
Fair has long been held in the Hamline District. The first few of these yearly September
gatherings were held at Fort Snelling,

but soon it was moved to a location near University and Hamline Avenue. At that time the
State Reform School was also located near the
grounds. Officials of the time perhaps foresaw
that little need for a reform school could be
had here, so it was moved to Red Wing, where
it still is. The fair was held

at the University Avenue grounds for quite a
long time, until it‘s removal to Como and Snelling, where the World’s greatest State Fairgrounds now stand.”
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STORIES FROM THE PAST - POSTCARD BACKS
By Harry Drager

When people find out that I collect postcards, one of the most common questions they ask is “Do you prefer postcards that
were sent or postcards that were not sent?” I don’t know if that has been your experience. For me, I don’t typically care as
long as the back has not been compromised in some way. I am very particular about defects seen on the backs of postcards,
but that is another article.
Yet there are some postcards that I have acquired that I would never sell as the messages are so illuminating of the times or
so emotionally loaded. Examples of these follow.
One of the emotional postcards is a real photo of a boy holding
onto the reins of a horse in a fancy buggy. He has a very sour
expression on his face. Relatives are standing on a porch of the
house in the background. The bottom of the front simply shows
his name “Roland”. Back of the card has the following: “Taken
Sept 9/ Died Sept 15”. So - this little boy’s life was to end in 6
days. Did he know that he was sick and that is why he looks so
angry? Was he given special privilege in his last days to hold
the reins of the horse? Did he get to drive the buggy? Or was it
an accident that killed him? I wonder these things every time I
look at this card.
Another card in my collection has a back that writes of a young
girl who died from Scarlet Fever – a disease of the times.
“Young Emma Rentz died of scarlet fever and will be buried at Rentz’s by her father this afternoon. Lovingly, M…..” This
disease was greatly eliminated by use of antibiotics.
I am always struck by the extreme bitterness seen in a fairly common postcard which pictures a scene on Robert Street in
St. Paul: Front of the card at the edge has: “Good bye fore ever”. Back of the card has the following: “Dear Friend, I must
send you a postal. Thank you for your kindness- bye bye x.”
A card that I gives me peace whenever I look at it is a common V.O. Hammon card - “Soldiers’ Home, Minnehaha”. This
one has the simple message on the front “Just got here safe
and sound – L.S.”. This card was mailed in 1906 to Forest
Lake from the Soldier’s home near Minnehaha Falls. This
old veteran was letting his friend (another man) know that
he had reached his final home safely. He had probably been
in either or both of the Civil War or various Indian wars.
Presumably the only way to transmit his message was this
postcard. While there were over 3 million telephones in the
U.S. by 1904, it took a while to get rural hook-ups. In part,
the popularity of the postcard during this period was no
doubt born of necessity.
Then there are postcards that speak of simpler times. I have
one from Houston, Minnesota on which the back it reads:
“Dear Friend, How are you these hot days? We are all well.
Vern and I are going to town this afternoon. I have been
picking gooseberries – they are scattered all around on these awful hills. Mr. and Mrs. Howe and Teddy were
Backs continued on page 5
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Backs continued from page 4

here to see us a couple of days. Have you done much
sewing lately? I made Grace and myself pink dresses.
Where are you going on the Fourth? I am going to stay
home I think. I remain your friend, S.S.”. For me, these
simple words magically put me back in 1912 when the
postcard was sent.
Another postcard which speaks to the simple life of those
times was sent out to a rural Horace, North Dakota and
had a couple of requests: “Hello – when are the folks
coming to town? Mrs. B wants all the eggs she can get and
she wants a spring chicken and butter if you have any to
spare. When are you going to start thrashing? I got a
postal from J. F. – that is the only one I have got,
Sis. - Ella.”
The spirit of adventure is found on a postcard from Moose
Jaw, Canada (July 19, 1911): “Was sure pleased to get a
word from you just like hearing from home. I am going to
stay here and go through the Trashing – they pay $3.50 to
$4.00 per day and board and won’t be able to get men at
that price. I haven’t struck any rich widows yet, but don’t
know what might happen. This is sure a pretty country and
is experiencing a boom at the present time. Lots of land
deals and prices are advancing all the time. Hope you are
all well and enjoying life. Any more buffalo rides?”

From the collection of Chuck Donley, we see a postcard of Old Faithful at Yellowstone Park. Flipping
the card over, we see the very same image on the stamp itself. Not an every day occurrence and
unique for certain.
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TCPC Annual Fall Post Card and Paper Show
Sponsored by the Twin City Post Card Club
Saturday, November 1, 2014 9 a.m. to 6 p.m.
(TCPC members admitted at 8 a.m.)
Sunday, November 2, 2014 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Admission $4.00 - Non-Members or $3.00 for TCPC Members
Bloomington Armory,
3300 West 98th Street, Bloomington, MN
Show Information: Dave Johnson 651.426.3573
See website for map

THE FALL SHOW AND YOUR ROSTER
by Dianne Lamb, VP Membership
As you probably remember, last year the club roster was published before the fall
show. I plan to do that again this year, so here's the refresher course on how to
obtain your 2014 roster.
We saved so much money last year by printing rosters only for members who
truly used and wanted them. If you would like to receive one, please email me,
Dianne Lamb, at dvlamb@hotmail.com or call either of these phone
numbers - home (651.460.4927) cell (651.246.6182). You can leave a message
at either number.
I need to hear from you by Friday, October 4. No response will indicate that
you do not want one. I know this is almost a month before the show, but, as
the saying goes, "out of sight, out of mind" and that's easy to do as you put
your September/October newsletter aside. It's easy to respond as soon as
your newsletter arrives.
If you attend the fall show, you can pick up the roster there, or it will be mailed to
you with the November/December newsletter.
***ONE FINAL PLEA*** - If your membership dues expire in September or
October, please send them before the show. So many mix-ups can be avoided
that way. Also, if corrections to your listing are needed, have those to me by
the 4th, too.
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TCPC Spring Post Card Show-Now a Memory but Oh, What Fun
By Duane Stabler

With the TCPC Annual Fall Postcard show
soon to be upon us, the editor thought it
would be fun to look back at the spring
show via a few photos taken on the opening
day. If you are a regular, you might find
yourself in a photo. The show was well
attended with both dealers and buyers

.

Show director, Dave Johnson, has stated
that dealers and buyers alike enjoy the
roominess of the armory. It also allows for
easy access to get the cards in before the
show and out again after the show.

This show typically features dealers from
the upper Midwest but for the first time,
one dealer traveled here from
Washington State.

Show continued on page 8
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Show continued from page 7

The fall show is scheduled for November 1-2 at
the same location and many of the same
dealers will be on hand although there is room
for more with dealers signing the needed
contract at the time of this writing.

The Spring Show again featured postcard board
displays made by various members. Some were
there just for the show and others were entered into
a contest .

Winners were as follows:
Best of Show:
The Automobile Industry 1906-1913
Gary Pearson
Peoples Choice winners (tied):
Music Legends Last Concerts
Charles Donley
WW!! Preprinted Postcards
Charles Donley
Awarded Superior :
Americas Automobiles
Gary Pearson
The Swedish Hospital
Charles Donley
Herman Minnesota
Charles Donley
Lord's Prayer
Charles Donley
Congratulations to Everyone-the board displays were a poplar stopping point during the
show.
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Leif Rediscovered
By John O’Sullivan
This spring I had the opportunity to bid on a cellophane wrapped packet of 50 linen
postcards. Bidding was light, so I got this group of identical cards for a very
reasonable price.
These linen postcards were mint, having been wrapped perhaps since the Minnesota
Territorial Centennial in October 1949. Each postcard was of a monument of Leif
Erickson, Discoverer of America in 1,000 A.D. It did not say on the postcard, but I
assume it was the Minnesota Capital in the background, with the American Flag
proudly flying and a large Leif Erickson figure on a stone base. My first thought
was after twenty years of buying and selling cards, why haven't I seen this card
before?
The Twin Cities Spring postcard show was coming up, so I decided to bring a chard
to the show, not knowing if I would be told it’s a very common card, and just
another linen.
I was anxious to find some answer to the question—so at the show I started to show
my Leif Erikson card to several club members. To my total surprise no one
recognized this card. I was referred to others who may know—but no one recognized it! I was told it looked super-imposed, and the monument is probably not there today.
Later I showed this card to a lady selling at the show, she did not recognize this Leif Erikson card—but asked if she could
take a photo. I agreed and she sent to her husband at work, an answer came back quickly. This monument still exists on
the west side of the capitol grounds. Visiting with friends in St. Paul they assured me it was there.
The search was on to find Leif. My wife and I visited the Capitol Grounds on a quiet Sunday afternoon, May 25, 2014.
We saw a group of visitors, asked them, and were told they had no idea. We saw a woman visiting a War Memorial, asked
her, but she had no idea. It did interest her because she was of Scandinavian descent (Leif was Norwegian). We drove to
the front of the Capitol building—saw three visitors strolling—but they did not know. A man in this group tried to guide
us by the shape of the Capitol building on the postcard. We followed his directions but no luck. We drove up on Park
Street to University Avenue, and west toward Rice Street. Some light rail tracks are there. Just to the left, before a group
of passenger shelters, stood a bigger than life Leif Erickson.
I turned left off of University onto Rice Street and took
another left into a senators and representatives parking
lot, parked and walked beyond trees. I looked up—my
mouth dropped, I saw a view exactly like the postcard.
Here in front of me was the same scene as it was 65 years
earlier.
The Leif Erickson postcard was printed by E.C.Kropp, St.
Paul. An inscription on the base of the monument and on
the postcard reads “Leif Erikson, Discoverer of America,
1,000 A.D. Erected through popular subscription,
sponsored by the Minnesota Leif Erikson Monument
Association Inc. Presented to the state of Minnesota
during its Territorial Centennial, October 9, 1949.
Designed and executed by John Karl Daniels, Sc.
I felt good to know that the monument is still there. But why isn’t this postcard more common? Thanks to a postcard Leif
has been rediscovered—but the mystery of why so few cards exist remains a mystery.
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TCPC News
Consider serving on the Board as a TCPC
Officer. The election of officers and board
members is coming up in November and
we would like to see new people willing to
run for board positions. Please give this
serious thought as this club needs
volunteers to keep it going.

Advertising:
General advertising will appear in the newsletters.
Members can have one free line ad in the newsletter
each year. Send your ad (and payment if required) to the
newsletter editor.
Member Advertising rates (per issue)
Business card size…$4.00
Quarter Page………$10.00
Half Page …….……$20.00
Full Page……….…. $30.00

Twin City Postcard Club Membership Application
Please check one: New Member_____ Renewal________ Reinstatement______ Change of Information_____
NAME______________________________________________________________________________________________
STREET ADDRESS:__________________________________________________________________________________
CITY/STATE/ZIP _____________________________________________________________________________________
TELEPHONE # (include area code)______________________________________________________________________
E-MAIL ADDRESS (optional)___________________________________________________________________________
TYPES of POSTCARDS COLLECTED: ___________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________

Mail to Dianne Lamb, TCPC Membership Chair, 25145 Chippendale Ave, Farmington MN 55024
Total Dues annually: $13 + $1 for each additional member in the household
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Upcoming Meetings and Events
All meetings to be at:
The Lynnhurst Community Center,
1345 W. Minnehaha Parkway (at 50th St.)

Programs
September 17: Show and tell: Labor Day postcards in honor of Labor Day on
September 1. Also, members who have boards from the State Fair are invited to
bring the boards for show and tell.
October 15: Show and Tell: Postcards of Native Americans in honor of Native
American Day on October 13
November 1-2: TCPC Show at the Bloomington Armory (see page 6 for details)
Mark Your Calendar with these dates
TCPC Board of Directors and Officers 2014
Meeting Schedule for 2014
| September 17 | October 15 |
November 19 | December 17

President: Chuck Donley, 952-988-9797
VP Membership: Dianne Lamb, 651-460-4927
Treasurer: Allan Hillesheim, 612-377-6062
Secretary & Asst Editor: Dave Norman, 612-729-2428
Editor & Webmaster: Duane Stabler, 952-447-8654
Program Chair: Dave Johnson, 651-426-3573
Show Chair: Dave Johnson, 651-426-3573
Social Coordinator: Dean Borghorst, 612-332-0256
Librarian: Paul Scheuer, 651-335-9722
Member-at-Large: Alan Calavano, 507-282-4389
Member-at-Large: Julie Henricksen, 763-767-8365
Member-at-Large: Don Morgenweck, 952-926-8668

Board Meeting Schedule for 2014
November 5
Wanted: Upcoming Programs
Have a program you’d like to do for the
group? It only needs to be 10 to 15
minutes long .
Programs can be about anything from your
favorite card topic or a general postcard
topic.
Call Dave Johnson at 651-426-3573 for
further details.

Dave Johnson is looking for a volunteer to assist in
preparing for the spring TCPC show. This takes some
planning and effort to organize—please consider
volunteering.

Check the TCPC website for Shows that have come to the attention of the editor. It will
be updated as more information becomes available. We can’t guarantee that postcards will be
at the show but that’s part of the hunt for that special postcard.
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Twin City Postcard Club
25145 Chippendale Ave.
Farmington MN 55024

If your address label is highlighted, your
dues are due! Please return the application
in this newsletter, with any updates, and a
check for $13, plus $1 for each additional
name at the same address.
Thank You!
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We are on the web!
www.twincitypostcardclub.com and
on Facebook

Monthly Meeting Location:
The Lynnhurst Community Center,
1345 W. Minnehaha Parkway (at 50th St.)
Minneapolis MN
We are in the South West corner of the
intersection)
Time: 5:30 - 8: 30 pm (program and meeting
at 7:15)
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Got something you want to contribute?
Contact: Editor: Duane Stabler
Email: dstabler@bigfoot.com

