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IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH LC-MS
229 11TH AVENUE WEST

GRINNELL, IA 50112  
OFFICE- 641-236-6691

 OFFICE EMAIL- lcms.immanuelgrinnell@gmail.com     
WEBSITE- www.immanuelgrinnell.org

REV. DR. JOEL G. KOEPP
EMAIL- koeppj@hotmail.com  

ALL SOCIAL MEDIA LINKS ARE ON OUR WEBSITE 
SERVICES ARE LIVE STREAMED ON OUR FACEBOOK

LET US KNOW...
If you have a change in address, phone or email, have a loved one who is 

or hospitalized, have a new baby, would like a pastoral visit, or if you would 
like a special prayer during the prayers of the church on Sunday, 

please contact Pastor Koepp or the church office.

DO YOU...
have an announcement for the bulletin or newsletter? 

Have a prayer request? Birth/Anniversary/Graduation announcements? 
If so, please submit the information as you want it to appear in the 

bulletin or newsletter by the deadlines listed below to the 
church secretary at lcms.immanuelgrinnell@gmail.com

Deadline for submitting in the weekly bulletin is Thursdays by noon. 
Deadline for the monthly newsletter is the 15th of each month. 
For those of you without email access, please call or submit 

your written request to the church secretary.
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As we reach May 2025, I find myself reflecting on parenthood. 
Mother’s Day comes each year in the middle of spring, just as flow-
ers are blooming are ready to be placed into loving bouquets. Fa-
ther’s Day comes a few weeks later, when the warmer summer 
days make their arrival. These seasonal holidays coming so closely 
together, remind me of another season in that life that has passed, 
and another one is yet to make its way. 

For children, these are occasions not only to think about mom and 
dad, but also to think about someday becoming a mom or a dad. 
For parents, these holidays hold special meaning, as they recall the 
events and people who made them parents. For the older genera-
tion, a dual celebration occurs as mother and father contemplate 
not only the heritage they have received from their parents, but also 
the legacy they are leaving to their own children.

Parenthood involves dedicated work and is concerned with many 
things. There are of course the things of this world, clothing and 
shoes, food and drink, house and home, etc. But parenthood also 
has a spiritual dimension. Children are to be trained in the fear and 
knowledge of the Lord. These two dimensions are captured in the 
4th Commandment, as parents serve as God’s Representatives to 
their children. Parenthood is an important vocation.

Martin Luther defined “vocation” broadly to include any station of 
life to which God calls a person in order that God might distribute 
His bountiful blessings to other people through that person. Prior to 
the Reformation, it was commonly supposed that only the clergy, or 
members of a religious order, had received a divine call from God.
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Medieval society also at times recognized civil magistrates as people 
serving according to God’s calling, since they exercised the “divine 
right of kings.” In contrast to the prevailing social convention, Luther 
not only included the common peasant’s mother and father in his 
theology of vocations, but even more boldly he insisted that no other 
estate—neither the ecclesiastical authority nor the civil government—
was higher than the office of parenthood. 

“To this estate of fatherhood and motherhood,” wrote Luther in his 
Large Catechism of 1529, “God has given the special distinction 
above all estates that are beneath it that He not simply commands 
us to love our parents, but to honor them.” Love is what each person 
owes to his neighbor, to his brother or sister, to his co-worker. Honor 
encompasses love, but goes further, involving “modesty, humility, 
and deference as to a majesty there hidden.” Whether peasant or 
princess, a child should see in mother and father the hidden majesty 
of God Himself, who places parents in their children’s lives for their 
blessing. It is through parents that God “nourishes, protects, and de-
fends us, and bestows so much good on body and soul.” Therefore, 
God commands that they be honored.

There is no question as to whether father or mother have deserved 
this honor. They have done nothing to actually deserve it; yet, Luther 
still insists—proclaims that Scripture insists—that “however lowly, 
poor, frail, and strange they may be, nevertheless they are father and 
mother given them by God. They are not to be deprived of their honor 
because of their conduct or their failings.”

By why not? Why shouldn’t a child dishonor a parent who does not 
deserve to be honored? Why must a child honor a parent even when 
that parent has failed in his or her most fundamental duties toward 
that child? To this pervasive social reality, Luther speaks: “We are not 
to regard their persons, how they may be, but the will of God who has 
thus created and ordained.”

At creation, God established marriage as a one-flesh, life-long union 
between a man and a woman. He blessed this institution and as-
signed to it a divine ordinance of procreation: “Be fruitful and multiply” 
(Genesis 1:28). Just as children are the natural fruit of the marital 
union, so also parenthood is the natural fruit of marriage. From this 
foundation, society receives both its origin and its purpose.
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“All authority,” explains Luther, “flows and is propagated from the au-
thority of parents.” Teachers, civil magistrates, and others who lead, 
provide for, or protect us derive their authority from the office of par-
enthood. “For where a father is unable alone to educate his child, he 
employs a schoolmaster to instruct him.” Similarly, Luther speaks of 
“those who in their government perform the functions of a father, and 
should have a paternal heart toward their subordinates.” In this man-
ner, civil government is “all embraced in the estate of fatherhood.” Lu-
ther therefore interprets the Fourth Commandment—“Honor your fa-
ther and your mother”—to involve our respect due not only to parents, 
but also to all others whom God has placed in authority to bless us.

Talk of honor and authority do not often receive a warm welcome in 
the ears of many Americans. Ours is a democratic age in which we 
assert that all people are of equal station. Like rebellious teenagers, 
citizens dishonor the civil authorities; like citizens who disrespect their 
superiors, adolescent children assert their rights over mom and dad. 
What begins as a dream for equality soon becomes a reality of chaos.

Here again Luther has gleaned some pertinent insights from Holy 
Scripture and set them forth clearly in his Large Catechism. First, he 
acknowledges human equality: “in other respects we are, indeed, all 
alike in the eyes of God.” Our nation recalls the words of its Declara-
tion of Independence: “All men are created equal.” Christians recall 
the words of St. Paul: “There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither 
slave nor free, there is neither male nor female; for you are all one in 
Christ Jesus” (Galatians 3:28). All people participate in a fundamen-
tal equality as fellow humans, created in the image of God. Christians 
from all walks of life unite in the Body of Christ as equals in sin and 
equals in grace.

Nevertheless, there remains a hierarchical order. Luther continues: 
“among us there must necessarily be such inequality and ordered dif-
ference, and therefore God commands it to be observed, that you 
obey me as your father, and that I [as a parent] have the supremacy.” 
Similarly, every child owes to his or her mother the honor appropriate 
to “the majesty there hidden.” In summary, all persons are equal in the 
eyes of God, first through creation and then again through redemption 
in Christ Jesus, but all are ordered by God in their callings as parents 
and children, as magistrates and citizens, such that children should 
honor their parents.
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Fathers and mothers, for their part, submit to God, who assigned 
them their office. Once more, from Luther:

[God] does not wish to have in this office and government knaves 
and tyrants; nor does He assign to them this honor, that is, power 
and authority to govern, that they should have themselves 
worshiped; but they should consider that they are under obligations 
of obedience to God; and that, first of all, they should earnestly and 
faithfully discharge their office, not only to support and provide for 
the bodily necessities of their children, servants, subjects, etc., but, 
most of all, to train them to the honor and praise of God.

To teach children to honor their parents, therefore, teaches them 
also to honor God. For it is God who gave them their parents. And 
it is God who gave them Christ, His Son, to forgive the sins of the 
children and of their parents. It is, finally, God’s Holy Spirit who 
sanctifies the vocations of fatherhood and motherhood, making 
these offices most worthy of our reverent contemplation.

Hymn ‘Our Father, by Whose Name’     LSB 863

Text: F. Bland Tucker, 1895–1984. Tune: John D. Edwards, 1805–85. Text: © The Church Pension 
Fund. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001879. Tune: Public domain

+ Soli Deo Gloria +Rev. Dr. Joel G. Koepp
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The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod
LCMS Stewardship Ministry – lcms.org/stewardship

Stewardship in the Body of Christ
Baseball season is upon us. The southern images of spring training give 
way to the pageantry of Opening Day. On that day, the hopes and dreams 
of every major league team, player and fan focus on doing whatever it 
takes to get to the Fall Classic, the World Series. Baseball is a secular way 
that so many of us confess that hope “springs” eternal. 

With all of this in mind, baseball can also teach us a new perspective 
about stewardship. Think about the game itself. Baseball is a team sport. 
The home team faces off against the visitors. Yet while it is a team game, 
there are repetitive, individual confrontations that take place within the 
game. The baseball game cannot start without the individual pitcher 
against the hitter. Once the batted ball is in play, the battle is between the 
ability of the fielder against the speed of the baserunner. Once there is a 
runner on base, an attempt to steal a base pits the runner against the catch-
er. A base hit into the outfield pits the outfielder against a runner trying to 
score. 

Baseball is a team game with many smaller units at play. Without all those 
smaller units working together and achieving their tasks, the team will 
lose. 

Romans 12 puts our stewardship of the Gospel in a similar setting. The 
church is certainly described as a team, if you will.

Verse 3: “For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to 
think of himself more highly than he ought to think, but to think with sober 
judgment, each according to the measure of faith that God has 
assigned.” 
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This is where the Body of Christ is really seen as a team. No one member 
of the baseball team can win the game by themselves. In the same way, no 
one part of the Body of Christ can accomplish stewardship of the Gospel 
alone. The pastor cannot. The congregational chair cannot. The lead so-
prano in the choir cannot. But each of these individuals have been added to 
the local congregation to be built into a team that can win the victory with 
Jesus. 

Verses 4–5: “For as in one body we have many members, and the mem-
bers do not all have the same function, so we, though many, are one body 
in Christ, and individually members one of another.” In baseball, the 
pitcher pitches. The catcher catches. The hitter hits. When a pitcher at-
tempts to hit, the result is usually not very pretty. Catchers often do not 
excel at running the bases. The hitter usually does not do well when they 
are sent to the mound to pitch. Every member of the Body of Christ has a 
unique set of abilities and functions. Not everyone preaches. Not everyone 
leads. Not everyone sings well. Yet when the congregation assembles to-
gether as a team, it can succeed in ways unattainable by the individual. 

Verses 6–8: “Having gifts that differ according to the grace given to us, let 
us use them: if prophecy, in proportion to our faith;  if service, in our serv-
ing; the one who teaches, in his teaching;  the one who exhorts, in his ex-
hortation; the one who contributes, in generosity; the one who leads, with 
zeal; the one who does acts of mercy, with cheerfulness.” Each member of 
the team has a role to play. Abilities and opportunities are entrusted to the 
individual members of the Body of Christ to be used for the ultimate pur-
pose of stewarding the Gospel for the glory of God and the benefit of the 
neighbor. The one preaching is no more or less important than the others. 
The one serving or the one teaching, the leader or the merciful one — all 
are equally important in the faithful stewardship of all that the Lord has 
entrusted to the Body of Christ. All this stewardship is for the sake of the 
other!

A baseball team can have five All-Star pitchers but cannot win if the hitters 
do not hit. The best lineup in the league will struggle if the pitchers cannot 
get anyone on the other team out. Pitchers need the defense behind them 
to play well. Coaches need to lead well. When they all work together, you 
have a winning baseball team. When the Body of Christ has all its mem-
bers faithfully stewarding the unique individual talents that have been en-
trusted to them, the victory goes to Jesus! This is the goal of faithful stew-
ardship! It is all about Jesus! 
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