CALENDAR AT A GLANCE

Lakewood Window
April 1 Prayer and Anointing after each service
April 2 7:00 pm

Maundy Thursday Service

April 3 7:00 pm

Good Friday Service

April 5 6:30 am

Easter Sunrise Service

Lakewood United Methodist Church

April, 2015

April 6 6:30 pm Trustees /Long Range Planning
April 7 7:00 pm

Lenten Study Ends

April 9 6:30 pm

Trustees Meeting

April 11 6:30 pm

Movie Night @LUMC

April 12

Communion, Prayer and Anointing

April 13 6:30 pm

SPRC Meeting

April 15 7:pm

Church Council Meeting

April 19 Paraguay Pancake Breakfast after each
service (9:30 am @12::00 pm )
April 19

Sunday Supper for the Homeless at
Church of the Covenant
Call Bev Shrum for time)

April 22 11:30 a.m.
April 22 5-9 pm

Epilogue at Maennerchor
Preschool Talent Show

April 23 7:00 pm

Presque Isle Women’s Club

April 26 9:45 am

Faith Sharing Sunday

I woke up on a cold December morning and drove to
the family cemetery where my parents are buried. I
arrived there, and sat in my warm truck as I recalled
precious memories of Daddy and Mama. After several minutes. I opened the door of my truck, got out,
and slowly walked the short distance to my parents'
graves. As I did, I pulled the collar of my jacket
tightly around my neck. We had already had several
days of freezing weather and it was cold and windy
that morning. I approached my Daddy's grave, saw
something, and stared with disbelief. There, growing
beside the grave, was one Easter Lily...IN FULL
BLOOM. As tears filled my eyes, the presence of the
Lord was strong as He gently reminded me through
this flower, that He still lives. And because He lives,
my parents live also, and I will see them again one
day.
With rejoicing in my heart, I picked the Easter Lily,
carried it to my sister, and it blessed her, too. Consider the lilies, how much more does Jesus care for
us.

Symbols of the resurrection. A crucifix
represents Good Friday and the suffering and sacrifice of Jesus, while an
empty tomb represents forgiveness,
resurrection and new life.

LAKEWOOD ATTENDANCE
The average worship attendance during
the month of March was 171. The average worship attendance for the year
is 157.

Luke 24:5-6 (NIV)
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The women were terrified and bowed with their faces to the ground. Then the men asked, “Why are
you looking among the dead for someone who is
6
alive?
He isn’t here. He is risen from the
dead!”

Christ is Risen! He is Risen Indeed!
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PASTOR’S MESSAGE
Dear Lakewoodians:
Easter is only a week away as I write this article. I pray
that you receive the newsletter before we celebrate the holiest
day of the Christian year, Christ’s resurrection from the dead,
Easter!
A Sunday School teacher once asked her students what
Easter is, and got these answers: “You get eggs. And you remember God,” said Mary, age 8. “It’s the day that God woke
up,” said Jamila, age 8. “It’s when Jesus got alive,” said Amanda, age 7.
To preach the resurrection of the body is to declare that God the Creator has invaded
the realm of death and begun to set things right. The resurrection of the body is a sign that
God intends to redeem the world. The good news is not simply that our soul is beamed to
heaven after we die. But rather, God is reclaiming power over the world.
If we only hope for life after death, then what happens in this life doesn’t matter.
Sexual promiscuity doesn’t matter; sharing food with those who lack it doesn’t matter; sheltering the homeless doesn’t matter. Why? Because we’re saying that what happens here on
earth doesn’t matter. We’re simply biding our time till our bodies are released and allowed to
go to heaven. But that is not the gospel.
The gospel declares that God is turning the world upside down. Death does not have
the last word. Drug dealers do not have the last word. Terrorists do not have the last word.
The crucified and risen Lord has the last word. The resurrection of Christ is revolutionary –
God is at work in the world to make things right. We are to be the signs of His victory, a foretaste of the new kingdom coming into reality. Not vain hope, but living witnesses to the power
of God to transform the world.
We dare to hope in the midst of pain and adversity. We dare to sing “Alleluia” when
death, pain, sin, violence seem to rule. We may seem like fools to the world, but we are the
witnesses to the fact that God has entered the world in Christ, to redeem and transform it.
May you have a joyous and beautiful celebration of resurrection. Christ is risen! He is
risen indeed!

~ Sharing the Journey With You,

Pastor Bob

What is Maundy Thursday?
Maundy Thursday, also called Holy Thursday, is a service to commemorate Jesus’ Last Supper
and the beginning of our sacrament, the Lord’s Supper. The word Maundy comes from the
Latin mandatum, which means “commandment”. At the Last supper Jesus gave the disciples
a new commandment to love one another as he had loved them (John 13:34). Prior to
breaking the bread with the disciples, Jesus washed their feet. Maundy Thursday worship
services include Holy Communion and sometimes foot washing was well.
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Mothers Day Erie Runners Club Noncompetitive
Family Run/walk. Part of the proceeds will be donated
to our women veterans program at the VA. The money
will be used for various needs of women veterans that are
not covered by their VA benefits, like gas cards to get to a
medical appointment, gift cards for their children around
Christmas when there is no money to buy gift, special
functions for the women, new baby gift packs, or diapers. Any one can participate in either a 5 K run/walk or
the 1/2 mile walk. In addition there is a direct donation
link on the website. We also need volunteers to help with
the race. it starts at 8:30 am.
For more information contact: http://erierunners.club/
Fathers Day Race Event - Money will be donated to the
Liberty House from the proceeds from this race. There
will be a direct donation link with this race. This family
fun run starts at 9am. Volunteers are also needed for this

race .

DID YOU KNOW?
EUMA will pick up your gently
used household goods to be
distributed to those in need
and/or sold to benefit the
homeless ministries they
operate.

Election Day Bake
Sale.
May 19th
Please consider donating
your favorite baked goods
or a few hours of your
time to this semi-annual
fund raiser!

LUMC Spring Clean-up
April 25th, 8:30 to Noon.
Bring your rakes, push brooms,
shovels & wheelbarrows & work
gloves. Many hands make light
work! Rain date will be May 9th.
Family Movie Night
Saturday, April 11, at 6:30 pm.
The movie God Is Not Dead, is a
good choice for the week after Easter. Please bring a snack to share, a
comfy chair if you would like, maybe
a friend or two, and join us in Fellowship Hall at 6:30 p.m. with the movie
to begin at 7 p.m. Children are welcome, and the nursery will be available.
Sponsored by the
Evangelism Committee

Choir Practice
Thursday Evenings
Praise Choir at 6:45 pm
Bell Choir at 7:00 pm

WESBURY SUNSET AUXILIARY NEWS
There have been several generous donations over this past year to the Sunset Auxiliary for the
(Methodist) Wesbury Retirement Community, 31 North Park Avenue in Meadville. Many of
Lakewood’s members joined the Sunset Auxiliary on Wesbury Sunday in May. Thank you also
to our anonymous donors for their generosity. Your kindness has blessed and touched many
lives.
The Sunset Auxiliary raised nearly $5000 from the Annual Chicken & Ribs Barbeque, rummage
and book sales to purchase the following items for Wesbury residents: a gas grill for the
Memory Support Center, a DVD player for the Memory Support Center, Cribbs Dining Room
Sweepers, High Intensity lighting for the Cribbs Library and chairs for the lounge area outside
the Cribbs Dining Room.
Wesbury residents are very grateful to the Sunset Auxiliary and the network of churches (like
Lakewood) for the many necessities they have purchased for them over the years.

**** Please Sign the pew pads. It assists the Pastor. ****
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EUMA
Helping those who are homeless - one heart at a time
The needs of EUMA are many!
ATTENTION YOUTH GROUPS (and other interested church groups) - Plan now to partici-

pate in the Highmark Walk for a Healthy Community on June 6. You can help end homelessness for families and veterans . . . and you could earn a pizza party. EUMA Executive
Director Kurt Crays will walk to the top fundraising church to provide a pizza party.
More information on the walk and a registration link can be found on our website at
http://www.euma-erie.org/news-events/events. This is a fun walk, and it will be even
better if we can get a large contingent form Lakewood to walk together to show how
much we care! Please consider walking - its good for both your body and your spirit.
COFFEE AND COUCHES – The supply of coffee at Liberty House is getting low, according
to Connie Miller (Liberty House Supervisor). And Missy Niedzielski (Refuge Supervisor)
reports a need for couches and chairs that will be used to furnish the new homes and
apartments of our clients after they leave the shelter. If you can help, the coffee can be
dropped off at Liberty House (550 W. 7th St., Erie) and the furniture to The Refuge (1027

Pastor Bob,
First of all, I miss home and church very much, and I won't be coming home for Easter which makes it even worse!!
Earlier this week I received a little care package from the UMW Faith Circle at church, I wanted to express how thankful
and excited I was when I got the package. It completely turned my week around and I was so excited to show all my
friends from my new little church here. I didn't know how to go about sending a thank you note for the package so I
hope you can pass along the message for me! It was a beautiful reminder that God's love doesn't know distance.
I go to a church on Tennessee campus, Wesley Foundation United Methodist and I love it. I knew I was going to be
living in the Bible Belt but I slightly underestimated what that meant. Aka there is three churches every turn you make
so picking a church was hard. They feed us free dinner on Sunday nights after service and free is the best blessing for
college kids. Everyone is very nice and welcoming but Rev. Tim Kobler doesn't compare to your services. My mom
emailed me your sermon from the Super Bowl and it was phenomenal and I really loved how you mentioned that Jesus
also sometimes "dropped the ball." t was very nice reminder that it's okay to mess up sometimes.
I hope you and the Church family are doing well, ya’ll (yes I am becoming an official southerner!) are always in my prayers.
Much Love, Brandi Johnson

Health and Wellness Ministry:
Interest is growing in ministries that address the whole person – body, mind and spirit. If you are
interested in learning more about Health Ministry and the possibilities at Lakewood UMC, you are
invited to an informational meeting on Monday, May 4th at 7:00pm. This would be a laity-led ministry, while the pastor lends his entire support. For more information, contact Barb Lewis RN, Faith
Community Nurse and Health as Wholeness Coordinator for the W. PA Conference of the UMC.
806-6249.
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LIBERTY HOUSE REFUGE FOOD PANTRY
All of these ministries share the same need.
Food and Personal Care Items
Cereal, peanut butter, coffee, sugar, ketchup, mustard,
toilet paper, laundry soap, dish soap, hand soap,
shampoo, a variety of food items.
There are containers in the Narthex for your donations

U.M.W. Team Meeting
will be held on Saturday April 11th at 9:30 in
the library. We will be tying up any loose
ends on the Sunday Supper April 19th. We
will also be discussing ideas for the Election
Day Bake Sale and Rummage sale. Please
think about last years sales & join us for planning. We would love your input or any ideas!

Lakewood will once again begin collecting old shoes for missions. EUMA and All God's Children Ministries/
Ramps of Hope are holding our Third
Annual Shoe Drive to raise funds for
our missions.
Congregations are
encouraged to start collections by
gathering old, unwanted pairs of
shoes (in any condition) and rubber
band pairs together, packaged 25
pairs per bag. The shoes will be recycled through Funds2orgs, and our
missions will receive money based
on a per pound rate.

Volunteers needed:
Sunday Funnies
A Sunday school teacher asked her children on
the way to service, "And why is it necessary to
be quiet in church?" One little girl replied,
"Because people are sleeping."

at the ministries of the Erie United
Methodist Alliance. Help is needed
with basic office work: data entry, filing
and answering the phones.
If interested call 456-4513.

United Methodist Women
Lakewood has been asked to join with other area churches in serving a hot meal on
Sundays to the needy in our area. April 19th we will be serving Sunday Supper at
The Church of the Covenant. Lakewood U.M.W. has agreed to this project. We have
planned to serve ham, scalloped potatoes, mixed vegetables and cake for desert.
This will be our second meal. We will need help from the congregation for cooking,
transporting, serving and cleaning up. Please see or call Marty Reddinger and Sharon Swanson to volunteer or with any questions.

SUN-DAY SCHOOL NEWS:

Come, hear how our Sunday School

Classes, from Pre School to Adult are Growing, Proclaiming, and Serving their Faith on Sunday, April 26th at 9:45 in Fellowship Hall. We will
have Music, Presentations by 7 Classes, Faith Sharing and Refreshments! This is a time to hear how God is working in our lives and for you to share
how God is working in your life.
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SERMONS ON LINE
If you missed a Sunday Worship Service,
Pastor Bob’s sermons are posted on our web
site (www.lakewooderie.org).
Go to the
home page and click on the “Home” button
and a menu will drop down. Locate the link
“Sermons” and click on it and a list of sermons will show up. Find the Sunday date or
the sermon title you are interested in, click
on it and the sermon will appear. You can
read it on line or print it out.
March’s sermons :
March 1st - “When You Drop the Ball”
March 8th - “Presence - The Path of Worship”
March 15th - “The Path of Biblical Prayer”
March 22nd - “Spiritual Gifts and the Path of
Service”
March 29th - Palm Sunday "Who is Your
Andrew or Philip?”

Pre School Teacher Appreciation Luncheon

Finance
In a recent sermon, Pastor Bob had discussed the
importance of individual parts working together for
the betterment of something bigger. We are all
working parts of Lakewood; we all have a duty to
fulfill. Without the help of each individual, the
church cannot operate at 100%.
At printing time of last month's newsletter, expenses had exceeded contributions by about $6200.
Great strides have been made since the last newsletter. The congregation has reduced this deficit by
about $2200 to around $4000. Thank you for your
continued and increased generosity. Thank you
for your commitment.
Lakewood's mission is to help people discover, experience and know the love and presence of Jesus
Christ. This mission is the 'something bigger' that
is stated above. Are you doing your part to help
Lakewood achieve this mission's goal? Are you
committed to Lakewood's mission?

Monday, May 18th

Youth and Religion:
Did you know that one hour of religious activity per week with any religious organization greatly reduces a youth’s risk for delinquent or violent behavior? Studies have shown it to be true. UnifiedErie has
been working to help reduce violence in our community. They will be hosting a “Religiosity Summit”
on Tuesday, April 14th from 9am till noon at the Scottish Rite Valley of Erie Banquet Hall (4701 Old
Zuck Rd.). Come learn what the Religiosity Team has discovered about the most effective factors in
getting youth to participate in organized religion. One hour of organized a religion a week reduces
their risk factor significantly. But how do you get them there? All are invited. For more information:
www.unifiederie.org or 814-580-8247.

Hebrews 13:7 Remember your leaders, those who spoke to you the word of God. Consider
the outcome of their way of life, and imitate their faith.

Cub Scout Pack 104
This past month the Scouts celebrated the anniversary of Scouting with their annual Blue & Gold
Dinner. At this dinner the oldest Cub Scouts crossed over into the Boy Scouts with the help of the 501 st
Legion, a charitable group of Star Wars enthusiasts. The boys defeated Darth Vader and his Storm
Troopers and at the same time raised about $800 in toys to be distributed to hospitalized children
throughout Pennsylvania.
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APRIL BIRTHDAYS

New Members joining the church:
Bob and Cede McNutt, transferring from
St. Paul’s Lutheran;
Neva Hamilton, transferring from
Asbury UMC;
Jennifer Rogers, transferring from
Asbury UMC;
Cindy Swearingen, transferring from
Edinboro UMC
Joyce Pelinsky, by profession of faith.

PACE, Miranda 04/02

ESTES, Erin 04/16

SPORE, Megan 04/02

BULL, Jacquelyn 04/17

VOLLENTINE, Alice 04/02

FISCHER, Mark 04/17

BAKER, Dallas 04/03

CURRIER, Rebecca 04/18

HEILMANN, Sarah 04/05

GIERACH, Karen 04/18

SMITH, Christy 04/05

LEE, Gregg 04/19

WOLFE, Debra 04/05

GILCHRIST, Shannon 04/21

GARNON, Jacqueline 04/09

PATTON, Elaura 04/25

LOGAN, Anders 04/09

KUEHN, Marietta 04/27

Dominick Hoffer;

Katy Gilchrist

NALEPA, Benjamin 04/10

LASHER, Linda 04/27

Rachel Dunmire

Hannah Rogers

THOMA, Rachel 04/11

BUSECK, Dorothea 04/28

THOMA, Ryan 04/11

BUSECK, Kyle 04/28

Nick Chandler

Taylor Rogers

CRANE, Hope 04/13

RANDOLPH, Judith 04/28

Dominick Hoffer;

Devon Wettekin

GOODMAN, Julie 04/13

WILSON, Bradley 04/28

Kain Rea;

Kyle Rea

DARNELL, Cheryl 04/14

LYONS, Kent 04/29

ERICSON, John 04/15

TRUCHANOWICZ, Bonnie

GILCHRIST, Kathryn 04/15

These young adults are professing their
faith and concluding their
confirmation class:

Please welcome all of our
new members.

(Hampy) 04/29

Psalm 91:11

I Corinthians 12:13

“For he will command his angels concerning
you to guard you in all your ways.” (NIV)

3

For by one Spirit we were all baptized into one
body, whether Jews or Greeks, whether slaves or
free, and we were all made to drink of one Spirit .

Tools for a Happy Marriage
Sunday, April 26 from 6:00 - 7:30 PM
Making Sense of the Man or Woman in Your Life
Gain the tools to take your relationship in a new direction by rediscovering emotional and
physical intimacy in your marriage. Learn how to understand the differences between men
and women and find out what makes your spouse tick. It's time to bring back the fun and
learn how to love your differences!
At the Bayfront Convention Center, Erie, PA

Questions or more information at 814 868-4876 or info@BuildingErieFamilies.org
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SCHOLARSHIP FUND
FOR
CHRISTIAN VOCATIONS
Any United Methodist student of the Western Pennsylvania Conference who
plans to enter a full-time, church-related vocation and who is in need of financial
assistance to further her or his education may apply. The student may apply for
her or his junior or senior year of college, graduate school years or seminary study.
To read the brochure about the scholarship or download the application, please go to
www.lakewooderie.org
Click on the Home Page drop-down menu and click on brochure and/or scholarship application.

Christian Financial Seminar: Saturday, May 2 nd:
Want to get a better grip on your finances?
Are you sick and tired of being in debt?
Do you wonder where you should invest?
How does faith affect your finances?
Plan to attend ‘Seven Steps to Financial Liberty,’ presented by Christian Financial Ministries of Erie
on Saturday, May 2nd from 9am till 1pm at Lakewood United Methodist Church. This seminar gets to
the heart of the Christian’s relationship with God and money and covers these topics:
Cash Management

Tax Planning

Risk Management

Retirement Planning

Investment Planning

Estate Planning

This seminar is free; however, a free-will offering will be taken to defray the cost of materials ($10
per person). To reserve a space, please call the church at 833-4131 for reservations today.

There will be no attempt to sell you any products or persuade you to use their services. This is an extension of their
ministry.

Tools for Peaceful Parenting
Monday, April 27 from 7:00 - 8:30 PM
How to Change Your Child's Attitude, Behavior, and Character in Five Days
Want a kid without the attitude? Tired of letting your kids call the shots? Here's a Monday
through Friday action plan to set your kids' attitude, behavior, and character on a positive
course.
building a strong family At the Bayfront Convention Center, Erie, PA
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It’s That Time of the Year Again!!!
June will be here before you know it which means its time to spring clean & box up your rummage! If you have storage issues before we can use the stage, please see/call Sharon Swanson or Bev Shrum to make arrangements. We gladly accept rummage from friends, family &
neighbors. It is a win- win Situation. Your used “stuff” goes to someone who needs it and the
UMW raises funds to support its many projects.

Motherstress (FREE for moms)
Childcare available (for the first 100 pre-registered)

Monday, April 27 from 10:00 - 11:30 AM
at Grace Church, McKean
What a Difference a Mom Makes
Find out the three most common stressors in a woman's life. Learn how to stay calm and not
overreact, how to not take the hormone years personally, and how to never put yourself in a
position where you're treated with disrespect. You leave an indelible print on your children.
They don't need activities or "stuff"...they need you!
Questions or more information at 814 868-4876 or
info@BuildingErieFamilies.org
Sign-up in the Narthex/Lobby if you would be interested in playing on a church softball or
baseball team this spring/summer. Based on interest, the Evangelism Committee is coordinating this with other United Methodist churches in the area.

Lakewood Youth Group April Easter Services
Maundy Thursday Service - April 2nd 7:00 p.m.
Good Friday Service - April 3rd 7:00 pm
Easter Sunday – April 5th 8:30am & 11:00am
(Confirmation class will be confirmed this day)

All youth in 6th grade thru
12th grade are welcome to
join us any time!
If you have any questions,
please call Margueritta or
Richard Estes at 453-2216.

Here's a thank you from one of our college box recipients!
Dear Maria and the members of UMW Faith Circle,
My name is Kara Monahan, granddaughter of Anne Flickinger, and I just wanted to thank you
for the lovely care package I received from your group. I greatly appreciate it and it truly
brightened my day and week. It brings me great joy to know that I am in your thoughts and
prayers, especially during this interesting, amazing, and difficult time in my life. I am so
thankful that my grandma reached out to you guys for me and I hope to make you all proud
when I get good grades and continue my education. I'm majoring in Speech Pathology and
my classes are quite difficult, but interesting, nonetheless. I hope you all are staying warm
and surviving this treacherous winter, but I just wanted to say how grateful I was/ am for the
care package. You are all in my thoughts and prayers, as well, and I hope you all have a
blessed Lenten season. Thanks Again!!
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