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Book Descriptions

Anywhere You Run by Wanda M. Morris: Historical Thriller

It’s the summer of 1964 and three innocent men are brutally murdered for trying to help Black
Mississippians secure the right to vote. Against this backdrop, 21 year-old Violet Richards finds
herself in more trouble than she’s ever been in her life. Suffering a brutal attack, she kills the man
responsible. With the help of her white beau, Violet escapes, leading her to hide out in the small
rural town of Chillicothe, GA, unaware that danger may be closer than she thinks.

Marigold, Violet’s older sister, has dreams of attending law school, but she is in a different kind of
trouble: she’s pregnant and unmarried. After news of the murder brings the police to her door,
Marigold sees no choice but to flee Jackson, too. Two sisters on the run—one from the law, the
other from social shame. What they don’t realize is that there’s a man hot on their trail.

Fatty Fatty Boom Boom by Rabia Chaudry: Memoir

According to family lore, when Rabia Chaudry’s family returned to Pakistan for their first visit since
moving to the United States, two-year-old Rabia was more than just a pudgy toddler. Dada Abu, her
fit and sprightly grandfather, attempted to pick her up but had to put her straight back down,
demanding of Chaudry’s mother: “What have you done to her?” The answer was two full bottles of
half-and-half per day, frozen butter sticks to gnaw on, and lots and lots of American processed
foods.

Despite her parents plying her with all the wrong foods as they discovered Burger King and Dairy
Queen, they were highly concerned for the future for their large-sized daughter. How would she ever
find a suitable husband? Eventually she would leave behind fast food and come to love the Pakistani
foods of her heritage, learning to cook them with wholesome ingredients and eat them in
moderation. A love letter (with recipes) to fresh roti, chaat, chicken biryani, ghee, pakoras, shorba,
parathay and an often hilarious dissection of life in a Muslim immigrant family, Fatty Fatty Boom
Boom is also a searingly honest portrait of a woman grappling with a body that gets the job done but
that refuses to meet the expectations of others.

I Have Some Questions for You by Rebecca Makkai: Literary Mystery

A successful film professor and podcaster, Bodie Kane is content to forget her past—the family
tragedy that marred her adolescence, her four largely miserable years at a New Hampshire boarding



school, and the 1995 murder of a classmate, Thalia Keith. Though the circumstances surrounding
Thalia’s death and the conviction of the school’s athletic trainer, Omar Evans, are the subject of
intense fascination online, Bodie prefers to let sleeping dogs lie.

But when The Granby School invites her back to teach a two-week course, Bodie finds herself
inexorably drawn to the case and its increasingly apparent flaws. In their rush to convict Omar, did
the school and the police overlook other suspects? Is the real killer still out there?

Signal Fires by Dani Shapiro: Literary Fiction

Signal Fires opens on a summer night in 1985. Three teenagers have been drinking. One of them gets
behind the wheel of a car, and, in an instant, everything on Division Street changes. Each of their
lives, and that of Ben Wilf, a young doctor who arrives on the scene, is shattered. For the Wilf family,
the circumstances of that fatal accident will become the deepest kind of secret, one so dangerous it
can never be spoken.

On Division Street, time has moved on. When the Shenkmans arrive—a young couple expecting a
baby boy—it is as if the accident never happened. But when the Shenkmans’ brilliant, lonely son
befriends Dr. Wilf, now retired and struggling with his wife’s decline, past events come hurtling back
in ways no one could ever have foreseen.

The Watchmaker’s Daughter by Larry Loftis: Nonfiction Spy Thriller

The Watchmaker’s Daughter is the remarkable and inspiring life story of Corrie ten Boom—a
groundbreaking, female Dutch watchmaker, whose family unselfishly transformed their house into a
hiding place straight out of a spy novel to shelter Jews and refugees from the Nazis during Gestapo
raids. Even though the Nazis knew what the ten Booms were up to, they were never able to find
those sheltered within the house when they raided it.

Corrie stopped at nothing to face down the evils of her time, overcoming unbelievable obstacles and
odds. She persevered despite the loss of most of her family and relied on her faith to survive the
horrors of a notorious concentration camp. When she was released, she surprisingly was able to
eschew bitterness and embrace forgiveness as she ministered to people in need around the globe.
Corrie’s ability to forgive is just one of the myriad lessons that her life story holds for readers today.




