Today we reach the one bit of narrative in the whole book of Leviticus.  


Unfortunately for Israel and Humanity, SLIDE


the narrative corresponds with the story out of Genesis 1-9




the creation and fall of man.  

What we hear in this passage SLIDE

is a direct parallel to Adam and Eve in the Garden, 



listening to the snake 



and thinking that they want to be like Yahweh 




who's role is to have the knowledge of good and evil.  

In this Leviticus passage, SLIDE

two of Aaron's sons take a censor, 



a tray on chains that incense sits on, 


and walk into the Holy Place 



burning an offering to Yahweh.

Now most people, 


myself and the class on Tuesday included, 



immediately want to know, SLIDE

what was so bad about the incense that they offered?  

In reality, 


the text never explicitly says, 



“This ritual act was bad because blank.”  




They used their left hand, 




or did it on a Tuesday.  


While it is never spelled out, 



there are a couple of context clues that are solid enough 




that most logic teachers would give you full marks for reaching it.  The first clue,


 is this is the first mention of using a censer in the Torah.  SLIDE
The next use of it is in Leviticus 16:12 


during the Day of Atonement 

where Aaron, 


the high priest is to use a sensor 



to stand in the presence of God 



and make the sacrifices.  

A censer is only to be used in the Holy of Holies by the High Priest.  SLIDE
The sons are trying to take the responsibilities of the high priest 


and do the work of their Father.  

Just as Adam and Eve tried taking the Fruit of the knowledge of Good and Evil 


and doing the work of their Heavenly Father.  

Doing so, SLIDE

Adam and Eve were warned 



would lead to death.  


While Adam and Eve were kicked out of the garden 



and their fellowship with God died, 

in this instance Nadab and Abihu suffered physical death 


in addition to spiritual death.  

Numbers 3:2 confirms for us SLIDE

that Nadab was Aaron's oldest 


and Abihu his second oldest.  

So odds are, 


someday, Nadab would have carried the censer into the Holy Place, 



but he did not wait for that gift from God, 



he took it early.  

Just as someday, 


we likely would have been given the gift of the knowledge of Good and Evil, 



but we were not ready for that yet.  

Either act and still today, SLIDE

when we take something that it is not our time for, 



death occurs.

A second issue that leads to the two son's death 


can be first inferred from Leviticus 10:8-9, SLIDE


“8 Then the Lord said to Aaron, 9 




“You and your sons are not to drink wine 





or other fermented drink 




whenever you go into the tent of meeting, 





or you will die.”  

These lines fall immediately after 


discussing how to grieve the death of the boys.  

The command is positioned in such a way 


that it leans heavily towards drunkenness 



to be the state of mind for Nadab and Abihu.  

It also acknowledges what we will explore next week 


with ritual and moral purity.  

Verse 9 continues, SLIDE

“This is a lasting ordinance for the generations to come, 



10 so that you can distinguish between the holy and the common, 



between the unclean and the clean, 


11 and so you can teach the Israelites all the decrees 



the Lord has given them through Moses.”  
They need to be able to differentiate between sacrifices and offering that will bring life 
and those that will bring death.  

If their full wits are not about them, 


there is a chance of bringing death 



into the place where God dwells.

My belief that this is on the right track 


is reaffirmed by the parallelism with the Genesis account.  

In our parallel creation story, 


there is again the theme of the danger of having an inebriated mind SLIDE


when Noah makes his offering to God 



and what would have been a perfect offering 




is diminished by the actions Noah takes under the influence of wine.  I would be remiss SLIDE

if I didn't highlight that this is saying “sober when responsible.”  

Just as any train conductor, 


bus driver, 



airplane pilot 


or boat captain is to have 8 hours in between bottle and full throttle, 

so were the priests 


so that they could do their job competently. 

So it not an abstinence call, SLIDE

it is a “drink responsibly” call from scripture.

This parallel with the creation story theory gains more traction 


when we look at what is happening in Leviticus 8-10.  

In Genesis SLIDE

we had a 7 day creation 



in which God created a Temple in which his glory could be present 



and dwell with humanity.  SLIDE
The book of Exodus then gives us the seven Acts of Obedience 


to create the new sanctuary, SLIDE
Leviticus gives us the 7 speeches for sacrifices to be done in the new sanctuary, 

and today in Levitcus 8, SLIDE

we have seven acts that allow humans to become Priests 



so that we can fulfill the calling of Exodus 19:6 


which started this whole process, SLIDE


“You will be for me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.”  

The culminating act for the Priests to be able to enter into the tabernacle, SLIDE

is a 7 day ordination ritual.  
All of this ends 


with the Priests standing on the threshold 



between the pure and impure, 



holy and unholy, 



living in this tension 




while demonstrating that they can live and be dependent on God.  

We have concluded Act one.  

In Genesis, 


as creation concludes, SLIDE
Adam and Eve are appointed as the Priestly representatives, 


given commands to be fruitful and multiply, 


to subdue the earth and make it flourish.  

They were to be stewards over God's creation.  

In Leviticus, SLIDE

the Priests offer up the sacrifices 



and Yahweh comes down and consumes the offerings.  

God is back 


dwelling with his people again in the new Holy place.  



The curse of the Fall has been overcome.  

The 8th Day of Creation, 


this new creation 



is finally going in the right direction.  

The sun doesn't set however, SLIDE

before we reach Act 3 that we started with.  

Nadab and Abihu coming 


and trying to do what they were not called to do.  

They weren't trusting God's ways 


and created their own way, 



after they had just promised 



and taken ordination vows, 



made ordination offerings 




saying they would only follow God's ways.


Just as we heard Israel do at Mt. Sinai before making the golden calf



and we will hear them do as they enter the promised land.
Act 4 in Genesis SLIDE

is highlighted by rebellion and death 



with Cain killing Abel 



and the warring of man that follows 




until no one is following God but Noah.  
The sons of Aaron have also taken the Holy Place SLIDE

and made it where God can not dwell anymore.  



It is no longer Holy.  

When impure things approach a Holy God,


then all impurities are burned away.  

Nadab and Abihu die because of the impurities that they did not address 


before entering the tent of meeting.

Act 5 in Genesis is the flood, SLIDE

where God washes away all that are impure 



leaving the land holy and inhabitable again.  SLIDE
The cousins come remove the two bodies 


and 7 day washing rituals occur 



to make the holy tabernacle clean.  

Recall the waiting for the flood waters to recede 


with Noah sending out Ravens and Doves every 7 days.



The parallel is intentional.

Act 6 in Genesis SLIDE

is God choosing a remnant.  

God, 


no matter how awful and rebellious we are



always finds a remnant.  

In Genesis it was Noah and his family, 


a whopping 8 people.  

In Leviticus, SLIDE

it is Aaron and his two remaining sons, 



Eleazar and Ithamar.  

They then follow what Noah did in Act 7 of the creation story, SLIDE

they make animal and bird sacrifices 



to atone for the sins 


and the cycle starts over again.

I hope that helps you understand why God was so fussy SLIDE

about a little incense being offered out of turn.  

It seems minor on the surface, 


but when we realize that God has gone through all these steps 



to create a second garden of Eden for us 



and we could not even make it 24 hours 




before we tainted it again with death.  

Hopefully your compassion for God's frustration grows.

If you are not there yet, 


let me give you a three more insights 



that will help your compassion be grounded.  

First, 


when the priests were consecrated, SLIDE


they took an oath of Olah, 



an act of total surrender.  

That is why the ceremony has them  putting blood of the second ram SLIDE

on their ear lobe, 


thumb, 


and big toe.  SLIDE
The were committing their ears to hearing and listening to God, SLIDE
their hands to doing and acting as God called them, SLIDE
and their feet to walking and going where God called them.  


They were not their own anymore.  

Which is why Aaron and the remaining sons 


were not to mourn for their dead sons or brothers.  

Their highest calling was to God.  


Others who had not taken the Olah could, 



but not them.  

The two sons that were dead, 


had violated the Olah, 



the oath of total surrender.

The second piece we need to hold in mind as we approach this text, SLIDE

is the calling upon the Priests to the the God's image bearers.  

When you go back to Exodus 


and look at what was made for them with their white robes 


and names of Israel on their hearts, 



they were to be God as man, 




as close as we could come at this point.  

When the priests consumed the sin offering, 


the ritual was embodying the reality SLIDE


that holiness swallows up impurity, 



that life can defeat death.  

By going rogue, 


Adab and Nabihu were walking away from this reality



and life consumed them and the death they brought in with them.

Finally, 


there is a reality check in chapters 20-22.  SLIDE
Guess how many times we hear, 


“ I am the Lord, 



who makes them holy.’”  

If you guessed any number other then 7, 


then welcome back from your nap.  

If you want to argue that the sons of Aaron 


obviously could not have become Holy on their own, 



I will accept that truth.  

My follow up question would be, SLIDE

did these two sons of Aaron 



appear ready for God to make them Holy?  

Yahweh had just gone through a long process to purify them, 


teach them what to do 


and how to do it 



with promises of life and abundance coming from following.  

Later that day, 


they rebelled 


and did things their own way 



on their own timing.  

They brought death, 


disaster, 


and exile to the land.  

May we see their hardness of heart 


and look for it in our own lives 



and ask Yahweh to remove it.  

For our great high priest Jesus 


has taught us many things 


and so much of our heart break in this world 



is because we are not following what Jesus has taught us 


or letting the Holy Spirit 



that desires to make us Holy 




have the lead in our lives.  


So peace and abundance in the land is lacking. 

May that change in each of our lives.
 “Stand up and praise the Lord your God, who is from everlasting to everlasting.” 
“Blessed be your glorious name, and may it be exalted above all blessing and praise. 
6 You alone are the Lord. 
You made the heavens, even the highest heavens, and all their starry host, the earth and all that is on it, the seas and all that is in them. 
You give life to everything, and the multitudes of heaven worship you. 
9 “You saw the suffering of our forefathers in Egypt; you heard their cry at the Red Sea. 
13 “You came down on Mount Sinai; you spoke to them from heaven. 
You gave them regulations and laws that are just and right, and decrees and commands that are good. 
16 “But they, our forefathers, became arrogant and stiff-necked, and did not obey your commands. But you are a forgiving God, gracious and compassionate, slow to anger and abounding in love. 
Therefore you did not desert them, 18 even when they cast for themselves an image of a calf and said, ‘This is your god, who brought you up out of Egypt,’ 
or when they committed awful blasphemies. 
