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T Maintenance

MAINTENANCE ISSUES

Who’s Responsible for What?

Who’s responsible for what? It’s an important ques� on o� en asked by residents, and the 
answer is some� mes more complicated than you’d think.

Generally, the associa� on is responsible for repairing or replacing common, or shared, ele-
ments and owners are responsible for maintaining their own homes. But there are two
problems. First, some areas are neither common nor part of your home. These are called
exclusive or limited-use common areas and they’re available only to one or a few residents.
Who is responsible for these? Second, ownership and responsibility for repair and replace-
ment are not necessarily the same thing. So, it gets confusing.

To make answering the ques� on easier, the CC&Rs include a responsibility chart that indi-
cates who is responsible for each component. The chart lists the components and has col-
umns labeled “associa� on” and “owner.” A simple check mark in one of the columns desig-
nates responsibility.

While the chart is fairly comprehensive, you may s� ll have ques� ons. If a component isn’t
listed, check with the manager or a board member for clarifica� on. It could have been 
overlooked at the � me the documents were prepared, or perhaps it was recently added. 
The board will pass a clarifying resolu� on assigning responsibility for any items not includ-
ed.

It might save a telephone call if you check the responsibility chart first, but if there are any 
ques� ons, don’t hesitate to ask.


