MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT OF
ARCHIVES & HISTORY

Thank you for your interest in obtaining a State Historical Marker. Since 1949, hundreds of sites across
the state, including historic buildings, cemeteries, battlefields, churches and synagogues, and Civil
Rights sites, have been recognized with the erection of a historical marker. Persons who have
contributed to the history of the state have also been recognized. In these cases, the marker(s) are
generally tied to a physical place associated with the subject of the marker. All state historical markers
are privately funded.

To apply for a State Historical Marker, please complete the enclosed application and return to the
address provided. To qualify for a State Historical Marker, the application must show that the site or
subject of the marker has historical significance to a local community, the state or the nation. For
cemeteries and places of worship, the application must also include some (a) architectural significance;
(b) association with a prominent person(s) and/ or (c) association with a local community’s history. For
all applications, please provide as much background material as possible.

The text for a State Historical Marker is drafted by MDAH staff with the advice and consent of the
sponsor(s). However, MDAH reserves the right to approve the final marker text. In drafting your own
text, please remember that each letter, space and/or punctuation takes up one space on the grid. Once
a final text is approved, the proposed marker will be considered at the next reqgularly scheduled MDAH
Board of Trustees meeting. Following approval by the Board, MDAH staff will place the order with the
manufacturer. Once a marker has been ordered, please allow at least twelve (12) weeks for
manufacturing and delivery. If a marker dedication is planned in conjunction with an anniversary or
special event, please indicate that in the application.

The current cost of a State Historical Marker varies depending on the size of the lettering requested.
Prices are set by the manufacturer and are subject to periodic increases beyond the control of MDAH.
Currently, the price of a 1 12" style marker and post is $1,990, while the 1” text marker is $2,120.
Because of the amount of text allowed, we strongly recommend a 1” style marker. All prices include the
post and the cost of shipping. MDAH does not charge any fee for processing a State Historical Marker
application. These prices are in effect until May 1, 2022.

Upon completion of a marker, the manufacturer will bill the sponsor directly and will ship the marker
and post to the nearest Mississippi Department of Transportation District Office. If the marker is to be
located on a state-maintained road, the MDOT may be able to erect the marker. Otherwise, it is the
responsibility of the sponsor to receive and erect the marker. MDAH cannot receive payment for the
markers; it is the sole responsibility of the sponsor(s) to pay the invoice.

Again, we appreciate your interest in Mississippi history and look forward to working with you.

STATE HISTORICAL MARKER REQUEST FORM



MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT OF ARCHIVES AND HISTORY

NAME OF HISTORICAL MARKER WILLING EXPEDITION

SUGGESTED LOCATION OF MARKER ON US HWY 61 NEAR INTERSECTION WITH
JEFF DAVIS ROAD AND NEAR YOKENA PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, WARREN COUNTY

STYLE OF MARKER PREFERRED 1 Q1%
IS THIS REQUEST FOR A NEW OR A REPLACEMENT MARKER? NEW

REFERENCES FOR DOCUMENTATION OF MARKER (Please include copies of any available
research materials and at least one photo of the proposed marker location):

See attached

NAME OF INDIVIDUAL OR ORGANIZATION SPONSORING MARKER. PLEASE
INCLUDE MAILING ADDRESS, EMAIL AND PHONE NUMBER(S).

MISSISSIPPI STATE SOCIETY SONS OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION
% BEN JONES, 246 HIGHLAND PLACE DR., JACKSON, MS 39211-5909
CELL: 601-927-8479, EMAIL: BEJONESII@BELLSOUTH.NET

DOES THE SPONSOR WISH TO SUGGEST A MARKER TEXT? YES
IF SO, PLEASE INCLUDE A SAMPLE TEXT ON THE GRID PROVIDED.

The Department of Archives and History, in accordance with the policies adopted by the Board of Trustees, reserves the right
to approve the final marker text.

SEND REQUEST FORM TO:

MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT OF ARCHIVES AND HISTORY
Attn: STATE HISTORICAL MARKERS
Post Office Box 571
Jackson, Mississippi 39205-0571
Phone: 601-576-6908



STATE HISTORICAL MARKER
PAYMENT RESPONSIBILITY ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

| / We the undersigned sponsor(s) do hereby acknowledge and understand that the sponsor(s) are solely
responsible for the cost of State Historical Markers. Upon approval of this request/application and subsequent

approval of marker text drafted by Department staff with sponsor consent, I/ we also agree that payment will be

submitted to the manufacturer in a timely manner.

Sponsor(s) Email, Address and Telephone Number(s):

MISSISSIPPI STATE SOCIETY SONS OF THE

AMERICAN REVOLUTION
EMAIL: BEJONESII@BELLSOUTH.NET

% 246 HIGHLAND PLACE DR., JACKSON, MS 39211-5909

CELL: 601-927-8479

Signed

Print

Date:
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WILLING EXPEDITION
|

In early Feb. 1778, Capt. James

Willing led Continental forces to
keep the Mississippi River open to
commerce. Willing’s forty-four men
captured William Selkrig, a loyalist
settler, four miles east of here on
Three Islands, now Davis Island.
Willing eventually occupied Natchez
and plundered nearby plantations.

William Silkrigs [sic], sworn on the voire dire, says, "that he is in no instance interested in this
claim at present; that he, the witness, in the year 1777, began to improve this land, and built him
a house, and cleared and fenced in about three acres; and the next year lived as overseer for
one of his neighbors, yet cultivated a crop on the same place, and gathered it in, and hauled it
to the house of the person where he lived, and then went off and staid about two months and
returned to his land again, and the Americans took him as a prisoner, and carried him down the
river in the year 1779, and remained with the Americans some time, and was afterwards retaken
by the British. By this time the Indians had plundered his place, and was thereby prevented from
returning to it, and he continued down in the settled parts of the country, and continued there
until lately, and obtained a Spanish grant in Adams county; that he, the witness, had a British
warrant for the land in question; that under that warrant Mr. Vousdan surveyed the land; that he,
the witness, sent the warrant and survey to Pensacola to get a patent, but they never were
returned; and that the premises were surveyed in the month of August, 1777; the witness says
he was twenty-one years of age in the year 1774."



Walter Lowrie & Matthew Clark, Comp. ed., American State Papers: Documents, Legislative
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House of Representatives, 10th Congress, 2nd Session, Class VIII Public Lands: Vol. 1, "Report
of Claims founded on British and Spanish Warrants of Survey within the District west of Pearl
River, disallowed by the Board of Commissioners; made in pursuance of the fourth section of an
act entitled "An act concerning the sales of the lands of the United States, and for other
purposes,” passed March 31, 1808," 570.
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PUBLIC LANDS.

1st CoNGREss.

No. 1.

1st SgssIoN.

VIRGINIA MILITARY BOUNTY LANDS.

COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES JULY 31, 1789,

Mr. Wurre, from the committee to which it was re-
ferred to_examine into_the measures taken by Con-
gress and the State of Virginia, respecting the lands
reserved for the use of the officers and soldiers of the
State, on continental and State establishments, in the
cessiorn made by the said State to the United States
of the territory northwest of the Ohio river, made the
following report :

That the Legislature of Virginia, by their act of the
2d of January, 1781, resolved that they would yield to
the Congress of the United States, for the benefit of the
said States, all the right, title, and claim, which the sard
commonwealth had to the northwest of the River Ohio,
upon condition (among others in the said act expressed)
that, in case the quantity of good lands on the southeast
side of the Ohio, upon the waters of Cumberland river,
and between the Green river and Tennessee river,
which have been reserved by law for the Virginia troops
upon continental establishment, should, from the North
Carolina line, bearing in further upon the Cumberland
lands than was expected, prove insufficient for the legal
bounties, the deficiencies should be made up to the
troops in good lands, to be laid off between the Rivers
Scioto and Little Miami, on the northwest side of the
River Ohio, in such proportions as have been engaged to
them by the laws of Virginia.

That Congress, by their act of the 13th of September,
1783, agreed to accept the said cession, on the condition
above mentioned. .

‘That the Legislature of Virginia, by their act of the
20th. of October, 1783, authorized tgeir delegates in
Congress to convey, transfer, and assign to_the United
States, the right, tktie, and claim, of the said State, to
the lands within her charter, and northwest of the River
Ohio, on the terms agreed to by Congress, including the
above mentioned condition, which conveyance the said
delegates accordingly made.

That, on the 17th of July, 1788, Congress resolved
that the State of Virginia be informed that Congress
eomsider all locations and surveys which shall be made
by. or on account of, the said troops, on the said lands
between the Scioto and Little Miami, before the said
deficiency, if any, on the southeast side of the Ohio
shall be ascertained and stated to Congress, mvahd,anci

1

that the executive of the State of Virginia be requested
to inform Congress whether there has been any defi-
ciency of good lands, reserved by the laws of that State,
on the southeast side of the Ohio, for the Virginia troops
upon continental establishment; and if there has been
any deficiency, what is the amount ; and, also, what
checks have been provided by the said State to prevent
the said troops taking up more lands than are actually
due to them 3 in order that measures may immediately
be taken for laying off, for the benefit of such troops, a
sufficient quantity of good land between the Rivers Sci-
oto and Little Miami, and that Congress may be pre-
pared to (lisrose of the remaining land between those
rivers, for the general benefit of the Union.

That the council of Virginia, on the 4th of August,
1788, took the said resolutions Into consideration, and,
thereupon, advised that the acting superintendent, ap-
pointed by virtue of an act of Assembly, entitled ** An
act for surveying the lands given by law to the officers
and soldiers on continental and State establishments,
and for other purposes,” do state to that board the 811@11-
tity of good lands on the southeast side of the Ohio ;
wl{ether all the good lands were located or surveyed be-
fore they proceeded to locate on the northwest side of
the Ohio 3 how much has been located or surveyed on
the southeast side for the Virginia troops on State esta-
blishment ; how much for the Virginia troops on the
southeast side 3 what is the real deficiency of good lands
on the southeast side; what locations or surveys have
been made for the Virginia troops on continental esta-
blishment, on the northwest side 5 and what quantity
on the southeast side is allotted to the continental and
State lines, by the agreement of their respective depu-
tations, on the 17th of December, 1783; that an answer
be written to Congress, in the words by the said advice
recommended 3 and that copies of the said advice shall
be immediately despatched, by express, to the superin-
tendents aforesaid, together with the copies of the above
mentioned resolution ; and that a cogy of that advice
be transmitted to the delegates of the State in Congress.

In compliance of which advice the governor of Vir-
ginia, on the said 4th of August, 1788, wrote to the
president of Congress a letter, of which an attested
copy is produced, [No. 1.]
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LAND CLAIMS IN THE MISSISSIPPI TERRITORY.

547

Mississippi TERRITORY,
Town oF WasHNeTON, July 3, 1807.

* Sr: The Board of Commissioners west of Pearl river,
established by a law of Congress regulating the grants
of land, and providing for the disposal of the lands of
the United States south of the State of Tennessee,
respectfully report: . i

That, having finished the business assigned them, so
far as related to decisions, on the 15th ultimo proceeded
to the execution of that part of their duty required by
the seventh section of the said act, and find that it is not
practicable to comfly with the requisitions thereof, to
the extent originally contemplated: because a survey of
the lands has not, as yet, been made and returned,
agreeably to the act aforesaid, by which the Board can
know and ascertain the British claims required to be
reported, and their conflictions with other claims, and
also their present situation. They, therefore, are under
the necessity of submitting the following, as the only
report which, at this lime, can be made, to wit:

The annexed abstract, marked (A) contains all the
claims to lands held under * British grants, legally and
fully executed, which have been duly recorded, the title
of which is not confirmed to the holders thereof.

The conditions annexed to those grants are numerous
and may be classed under four heads: those denominated
mandamus grants, those to officers of the army and
navy, and those to any other description of persons; the
conditions of which vary, as will be seen_ by a reference
to acopy of each, which is contained in the annesed
sheets, numbered 1, 2, 3, and 4. .

As to the performance of any of the conditions of
those grants, no evidence has been given or offered to
the Board relative thercto: in fact, they seem to have
been considered more as matter of form than substance,
and to have become obsolete, . .

Abstract (B) contains such claims as have been dis-
allowed by the Board, on suspicion of their being ante-
dated; but to be reported to the Secretary of the Trea-
sury, in conformity to the third section of an act supple-
mentary fo the before recited law.,

Abstract (C) contains claims of minors, founded on
warrants of survey, &c. and disallowed by the Board,
and also required to be reported by the ninth section of
said supplemental act. As to the circumstances which
oceasioned the issuing these warrants, and the validit
attached to them, the commissioners observe that it
seems to have been the policy of the Spanish Govern-
ment to guard against monopolies of landed property:
hence, it frequently hargFened that, in allotting lands to
men with numerous families of chlld’ren, certain portions
were granted to their children, or some of them, in their
own right, which, by the Spanish laws, had the same
validity as if granted to persons of full age; that, under
this character of title, the parties were in the habit of
considering themselves as secure as if they had gone on
to perfect their rights fo complete patent, and especially
as the powers of the Spanish Government to revoke the
complete as well as the incomplete titles were the same;
added to which, it was very expensive, by reason of the
extortion and high fees of the Spanish officers, for the
poor, or common class of people, to carry their claims
through all the grades of title.

THOMAS RODNEY,
ROBERT WILLIAMS,
THOMAS H. WILLIAMS.

True copy from the journal of the hoard of Com-
missioners.
THOMAS H. WILLIAMS.

CONDITIONS.

1. Leta patent be prepared and engrossed, to pass
the great seal of this province, importing” His Majesty’s
most gracious grant unto Captain Amos Ogden, his
heirs and assigns, of 2 plantation or fract of land, cou-
taining twenty five thousand acres, situate southwest-

- erly about twenty-one miles from the old Natchez fort,
bounded sontherly by a creek called Homochitto creek,
and about one-quarter of a mile east of a tract of one
thousand acres, granted to Colin Graham, Esq. on said
creek, about half a mile south from land granted to
Junis Hooper, on a creek called Second creek, and on
the other side by vacant land; together with all rights,
members, privileges, and appurtenances to the same,
being orin anywise belonging, upon the following terms,
conditions, and reservations, viz.: That the said Amos
Ogden do settle the said lands with foreign Protestants,

or persons_ that shall be brought from His Majesty’s
other colonies in North America, within ten years from
the date of the grant, in the proportion of one person for
every hundred acres. That if one-third of the land is
not settled with foreign Protestants, or persons that
shall be brought from His Majesty’s other colonies in
North America, in the above mentioned proportion,
within three years from the date of the grant, the whole
to be forfeited to His Majesty, his heirs and successors.

That such part of the whole tract asis not settled with
foreign_Protestants, or persons that shall be brought
from His Majesty’s other colonies in North America, at
the expiration of ten years from the date of the grant, do
revert to His Majesty, hi¢ heirs, and successors, 'fhat
an annual quit-rent of one halfpenny sterling per acre be
reserved to His Majesty, his heirs, and successors, pay-
able on the feast of St. Michael in every year, to com-
mence and become payable upon one-half of the said
land, on the feast of St. Michael which shall first hap-
pen after the_expiration of five years from the dateof
the grant, and to_be payable on every ensuing feast of
St. Michael, or within fourteen days after; and the whole
quantity to be subject in like manner to the like quit-
rents, at the eiﬁll‘aﬁpn of ten years. That there be a
reservation in the said grant to His Majesty, his heirs,
and successors, of all those parts of the land which the
surveyor shall, upon the return of the survey, report to
be proper for erecting fortifications, public wharfs, and
naval yards, or for other military purposes. That there
be a reservation to His Majesty, his heirs, and succes-
sors, of all mines of gold, silver, copper, lead, and
coals. That, if any part of the land shall appear, b
the surveyor’s report, fo be well adapted to the growt
of hemp or flax, it shall he a condition of the grant that
the grantee shall sow, and continue annually to cultivate,
a due proportion of the land, not_less than one acre in
every thousand, with that heneficial article of produce;
the same terms, conditions, and reservations above
mentioned being conformable to His Majesty’s order in
council to me directed, bearing date the thirteenth day
of May, in the year of our Lord one thousand seven
hundred “and sixty-seven, and with the other usual
clauses, reservations, provisoes, restrictions, and limita-
tions, as contained in His Majesty’s instructions; and,
for so doing, this shall be your sufficient warrant.

2, To have and to hold the said tract of land, and all
and singular the premises hereby granted, with the
appurtenances, unto the said Daniel Clark, his heirs,
and assigns, forever, in free and common soccage,
yielding and paying_unto us, our heirs, and successors,
or to the Receiver General of our quit-rents for the time
being, or to such other officer as shall be appointed to
receive the same, a quit-rent of one halfpenny sterling
per acre, at the feast of St. Michael every year, the first
payment to commence on the said feast ot St. Michael,
which shall first happen after the expiration of ten years
from the date hereof, or within fonrteen daysafter the said
feast,annually: Provided,always,and this present grantis
upon condition, ne_vertheiess, that the said Daniel Clark,
his heirs, and assigns, shall and do. within three years
after the expiration of the termn of ten years aforesaid,
for every fifty acres of plantable land hereby granted,
clear and culfivate three acres, at least, in that part
thereof which he or they shall judge most convenient
and advantageous, or else do clear and drain three
acres of swampy or sunken ground, or do drain three
acres of marsh, if any such shall be contained therein;
and shall farther, within the time aforesaid, put and
keep upon every fifty acres thereof, accounted barren,
three neat cattle, and continue the same thereon, unti}
three acres, for every fifty acres, be fully cleared and
improved: and if it shall so happen that there be no part
of the said tract of land fit for cultivation within the time
aforesaid, without manuring and improving the same, if
the said Daniel Clark, his heirs, and assigns, shall,
within three years after the expiration of the ten years,
as aforesaid, erect on some part of the said tract of
land one good dwelling-house, to contain at least twenty
feet in length, and sixteen feet in breadth, and put on
his said land the like pumber of three neat cattle, as
aforesaid, for every fifty acres therein contaiped; or
otherwise, if any part of the said tract of land shall ba
stonfr or rocky ground, not fit for culfure or pasture,
shall and do, within three years, as aforesaid, besides
erecting the said house, begin to employ thereon, and
continue to work, for three years, then next ensuing, in
digzing any stone quarry or mine, oue good and able
hand for every hundred acres thereof, it shall be ac-
counted a sufficient cultivation and improvement: Pro-
vided, also, that every three acres which shall be cleared
and worked, or cleared and drained, as aforesaid, shall
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afterward until the river moved west, leaving the village landlocked. It was then
abandoned, and all that remains today is an old cemetery on top of a nearby bluff.

Islands No. 104 and No. 105 were in the Reid-Bedford Bend, and disappeared from
navigation maps when the bendway was cut off.

DIAMOND CUTOFF
Mile 425.5 AHP, Map 34

Diamond Cutoff was the first artificial cutoff constructed by the Corpsof Engineersin
the 1930's. There had already been several natural cutoffs in the area, and engineers
believed that the river was about to create another at Diamond Island. To forestall the
natural cutoff, the engineers began the construction of the artificial channel which
was designed to keep the river channel in a more desirable alignment than the river
itself might have chosen.

Work commenced in the fall of 1932, and the new channel was opened on January 8,
1933. It developed slowly but satisfactorily and eventually became the permanent bed

of the Lower Mississippi.

DAVIS ISLAND, MISSISSIPPI

Mile 415.5 AHP, Map 34
Right bank, descending

The course of the Lower Mississippi in the Davis Island area has changed many times
during the past two centuries.

In 1776, when American revolutionaries were putting the finishing touches on the
document they called “A Declaration of Independence,” loyal British subjects were
asking the British King for grants of land on a great bend of the Lower Mississippi that
was located a short distance above the mouth of Big Black River. In the bend were
three small islands, and the British settlers called the area “The Three Islands.”

One of the British subjects who succeeded in obtaining a small grant of land at The
Three Islands was William Selkrig, a hard-working, peace-loving Tory who built
himself & small cabin on the river bank, cleared away some of the ancient trees, and
began to cultivate his soil in 1777.
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In January, 1778, Selkrig saw a strange armed vessel approaching the landing near
his cabin. The armed vessel was called the Rattletrap, and was under the command of
an American captain, James Willing. Willing and his party were on their way to New
Orleans, where he would obtain some assistance and supplies for the American
revolutionaries from the Spanish governor, Bernardo de Galvez. Along the way,
Willing was recruiting men who sympathized with the American cause, and burning
the homes and crops of those who did not. Selkrig, a loyal Britisher, was taken
prisoner, thrown aboard the Raftletrap, and carried away by the raiders.

Fortunately for Selkrig, British friends rescued him before the boat reached New
Orleans. He returned to his little plantation at The Three Islands, only to find that
Indians had plundered his cabin and fields in his enforced absence. Fearing for his
own life, he abandoned his farm and moved down the river intoa more settled area.

There were no further efforts to establish plantations in the vieinity of what is now
called Davis Island until it became apparent that the United States was about to settle
its boundary dispute with Spain, and that the Old Natchez District would become
American property. American settlers rushed in to establish claims and a settlement
called Palmyra sprang up on the east bank of the river in the bend.

When the United States opened a land office to settle land titles and dispose of
government land, William Selkrig filed his claim to the land where he had built his
little cabin in 1777. His title under the British land grant was held to be invalid, and
the preemption claims of squatters in the area were recognized.

In 1808, Edward Turner, a Natchez lawyer, began to purchase the small tracts of land
claimed by the Palmyra squatters, and by 1810 he had acquired the whole settlement
on the north side of the peninsula of land in the big bend. Turner was joined in 1818 by
another purchaser, Joseph E. Davis, who acquired most of the land on the west side of
the peninsula. An adjoining property became the home of Joe Davis' vounger brother,
Jefferson Davis.

The two Davis plantations, Hurricane and Brierfield, became well-known and the
bend of the river was renamed Davis Bend. When the Union campaign against
Vicksburg was under way in 1863, both the Davis plantations were confiscated.
Jefferson Davis, who had been a heroof the War with Mexico, a United States Senator,
and U. S, Secretary of War, was now the President of the Confederate States of
America, and Union authorities thought it was particularly fitting that the plantation
that had belonged to the highest ranking rebel of all should be appropriated for use by
the Freedmens' Bureau. A model colony was to be set up, to demonstrate that the ex-
slaves from the southern plantations would quickly become self-supporting, given an
opportunity. Cotton speculators thwarted the good intentions of both the black
farmers and their government supervisors, and the colony was not a success.

After the war ended, Joseph Davis regained possession of the land in Davis Bend by
signing an oath of loyalty to the Federal Government. He swore to Union military
officers who administered the oath that he had taken no part in the rebellion and had
given no aid or encouragement to the Confederacy of which his brother had been the
first and only President. Jefferson Davis, on the other hand, steadfastly refused totake
the oath, sayving that he would never beg for favors from the Federal Government. He
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BEFORE DAVIS CUTOFF. The big bend of
the Lower Mississippi which had been known
as “The Three [slands” during British
dominion was later ealled Davis Bend. [n the
1821 map shown above, the neck of the bend is
extremely narrow, but if would be almost halfa
century before the river broke through fo
abandon the bend and ereate a new channel for
itself.

AFTER DAVIS CUTOFF. After the Lower
Mississippi eut through the narrow neck of
fand in Davis Bend, the peninsula of land that
had been attached to the Miasissippi mainland
was called Davis Island. [i had been the home
af Ji n Davis, first and only President of
E , and of his brother, Joseph E.
vis,

PALMYRA ISLAND
NO. 104

DAVIS ISLAND
&Jms CUTOFF

- 169 -



had sincerely believed in the right of a state to secede, and he saw no need to*“repent” of
actions undertaken in good faith.

Two years after the war had ended, a natural cutoff occurred, and the peninsula in
Davis Bend became an island. The Davis Cutoff removed about 25 milesof navigation
channel from the river, but the reach was an unstable one that soon began to change
again. [n 1904, the Mississippi broke through a narrow neck of land at Killikrankia
plantation and reclaimed its old bed in Davis Bend. When Diamond Cutoff was opened
in 1933 the old bendway around Davis Island filled at both ends and the river
permanently abandoned it.

The oxbow lake that was once Davis Bend is called Palmyra Lake today, and has
become a popular fishing and hunting area for both Louisiana and Mississippi
residents. The homes of the Davis family no longer stand, and the island is now a vast
plantation where beans, cotton, and cattle are raised. It is separated from Mississippi
by the river, and from Louisiana by Palmyra Lake and swampy areas, and few people
ever see it.

o

Kf’ OAK BEND
[ /% LANDING

Fesa
w_ Fos
—— e —— —— -

N\ DI AMOND CUTOEF

(F e tg0 MK Mo

AFTER DIAMOND CUTOFF. After the construction of an artificial cutoff af Ihamond Istand, the Lower
Mississi ppi abandoned its old beds in Davis Bend and Davis Cutoff and lowed into Newtown Bend, where if
remaing today. The above map was made in 1941, a few years after hamond Cutaff,
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Pioneers of the Loosa Chitto 21

been settled by people from elsewhere, but henceforth by regular con-
tact with world markets, as in the case of the fur trade, and as part of a
larger political entity that imposed its authority if not always success-
fully from distant places. From the late eighteenth century through to
the middle of the next, these two communities coexisted and developed
symbiotically, although over time there occurred a distinct shift in em-
phasis from interior to exterior.

In the spring of 1778, recalled Matthew Phelps, “the distresses of the rev-
olutionary war began to afflict our remote settlements, and on a sudden
put a stop to the efforts of honest industry, and agricultural enterprise
among us.”* The British had since the beginning of conflict worried
about holding their shaky West Florida outpost, and with good reason.
Sparsely settled, poorly defended by only a few hundred troops, and ad-
joining the much more populous Spanish Louisiana, the colony seemed
indefensible, especially if Spain were to join the fray alongside France.
England hoped to keep the conflict a domestic affair. Spain concurred,
reluctant to risk angering the British, whose trade had become vital to
Spanish New World possessions. But the necessity of remaining neutral
seemed more apparent from the vantage point of Madrid than it did
from New Orleans, where Governor Bernardo de Galvez entertained
American proposals for a Spanish-supported raid on British West
Florida. Plans eventually materialized in the form of James Willing’s ex-
pedition down the Mississippi. Looting and sacking plantations, then
withdrawing below the Spanish line only to strike again, Willing
brought the Revolution to the Mississippi.™*

War and the Royal Navy’s blockade of New Orleans brought trade to a
standstill. Farmers had no way to market their produce. The flow of
credit ceased as hard-pressed lenders called in loans even at the risk of
ruining debtors. Making matters worse, Native Americans took advan-
tage of the general disruption in authority to pillage homesteads near
their territory. John Farquhar “was compelled to give up his property to
his creditors on account of the failure of his crop.” Claiming he “had
done everything in his power to do justice to his creditors,” Farquhar
“sold his plantation and had much trouble to make a crop this year on
the plantation on which he is now settled; he asks that his creditors wait
until the end of the present crop when he will divide the whole” among
them. Jeremiah Routh told his creditors how the “Indians have stolen
every one of his horses and reduced him to giving his last cow to pay a
debt to a certain Thomas Green, his hogs that were not taken by the Indi-
ans are running wild in the woods.” At the time of “the very unhappy rev-
olution,” Choctaw warriors drove Justus King and his brother Caleb from
their home. Settling closer to the fort at Natchez, the Kings managed to
live off savings while their land sat abandoned for nearly ten years. Wil-
ling's raiders actually carried off William Selkrig, and in his absence Na-
tive Americans plundered his farm. He never returned to it.”
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another, and strangers had become, rightfully as it
respected them, possessed of the property on the soil which

n48 Phelps had purchased title from a

once vested in me.
squatter, which, according to custom, made the land his.
But, again according to custom, in his long absence he lost
his title. Squatters' rights, in which Phelps place such
confidence, evolved as the only viable way to establish and
hold a claim. The land office was miles away in Pensacola,
and legal title took time and money to process. The
procedure of acquiring legal title, however, did not replace
custom; it worked with it. So long as the formal process
remained slow and expensive, custom continued to serve a
useful function, and so long as custom remained insecure,
landowners sought legal title, as Phelps eventually did. In
some cases, families had to market at least one crop to
raise the fees necessary when applying for a family right.
Unable to "pay the expenses of taking up a piece of land,"
Jeremiah Routh squatted, acquiring legal title only after
Anthony Hutchins, a prosperous Natchez landowner and
speculator, offered to pay the costs in return for half of
Routh's entitlement.*

In one sense, then, two communities appeared on the
Loosa Chitto. There was a interior community of
interdependent households who concentrated on raising a
subsistence of food, taking only small surpluses to local

markets and purchasing items not available within the
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community, exchanging commodities locally so as to minimize
each household's need to interact with the outside world; an
interior community with its own ways of determining how one
established a claim to a piece of land, who was worthy of a
neighbor's assistance, of how thing were done. At the same
time there was an exterior community in constant interaction
with the rest of the world, initially by virtue of having
been settled by people from elsewhere, but hence forth by
regular contact with world markets, as in the case of the
fur trade, and as part of a larger political entity that
imposed its authority from distant places. Over the period
under study, through the middle of the nineteenth century,
these two communities coexisted, and developed
symbiotically, although there was a distinct shift in

emphasis from interior to exterior.

In the spring of 1778, recalled Matthew Phelps, "the
distresses of the revolutionary war began to afflict our
remote settlements, and on a sudden put a stop to the
efforts of honest industry, and agricultural enterprise

among us ., "%

The British had since the beginning of conflict
worried about holding their shaky West Florida outpost, and
with good reason. Sparsely settled, poorly defended by only
a few hundred troops, and adjoining the much more populous

Spanish Louisiana, the colony seemed indefensible,

especially if Spain were to join the fray alongside France.
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England hoped to keep the conflict a domestic affair. Spain
concurred, reluctant to risk angering the British, whose
trade had become vital to Spanish New World possessions. But
the necessity of remaining neutral seemed more apparent from
the vantage point of Madrid than it did from New Orleans,
where Governor Bernardo de Galvez entertained American
proposals for a Spanish supported raid on British West
Florida. Plans eventually materialized in the form of James
Willing's expedition down the Mississippi. Looting and
sacking plantations, then withdrawing below the Spanish
line, only to strike again, Willing brought the Revolution
to the Mississippi.51

War and the Royal Navy's blockade of New Orleans

brought trade to a standstill. Farmers had no way to market
their produce. The flow of credit ceased as hard pressed
lenders called in loans even at the risk of ruining debtors.
Making matters worse, Native Americans took advantage of the
general disruption in authority to pillage homesteads near
their territory. John Farquhar "was compelled to give up his
property to his creditors on account of the failure of his
crop." Claiming he "had done everything in his power to do
justice to his creditors," Farquhar "sold his plantation and
had much trouble to make a crop this year on the plantation
on which he is now settled; he asks that his creditors wait
until the end of the present crop when he will divide the

whole among" them. Jeremiah Routh told his creditors how the
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"Indians have stolen every one of his horses and reduced him
to giving his last cow to pay a debt to a certain Thomas
Green, his hogs that were not taken by the Indians are
running wild in the woods." At the time of "the very unhappy
revolution," Choctaw warriors drove Justus King and his
brother Caleb from their home. Settling closer to the fort
at Natchez, the Kings managed to live off savings while
their land sat abandoned for nearly ten years. Willing's
raiders actually carried off William Selkrig, and in his
absence Native Americans plundered his farm. He never
returned to it.*

By the signing of the second Treaty of Paris in 1783,
most of the Big Black families were gone. The Lymans,
supporters of the British during the War, fled the Spanish,
who by then controlled the district. For the time being
Matthew Phelps gave up farming, enlisted with the British,
and eventually returned to New England, settling in Vermont.
There he remarried and started another family. Indians
killed John Felt. Most of the remaining settlers moved
Closer to Natchez, near the protection of Fort Panmure. By
the war's end following the Spanish seizure of the Natchez
district.in 1779, only John Stowers remained on the Big
Black, although even he apparently kept another home thirty
or so miles to the south at Fairchild's Creek. But the war's
interruption proved brief. After 1783, with the signing of

the Treaty of Paris, migration to West Florida started
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46. William Brocas vs. Benjamin Day (1781), vol. F, p. 5,
and John Stowers, et al. vs. John and Samuel Watkins (1781),
vol. F, p. 20, Mississippi Provincial Archives, Spanish
Dominion, RG 26, microfilm, MDAH.

47. Some of these ideas are treated, although somewhat

differently, in Bruce H. Mann, Neighbors and Strangers: Law
and Community in Early Connecticut (Chapel Hill: University

of North Carolina Press, 1987), 9-27. Mann sees litigation
as being every bit as personal as the debt relationships
that they settled, which begs the question of why people
would take their affairs to court in the first place,
instead of settling them personally, in the neighborhood,
face-to-face. It makes more sense that the formality and
reqularity of litigation made confrontation less personal,
thus defusing conflict while at the same time allowing
creditors to receive compensation, and debtors to maintain
their integrity.

In any case, the most important point made by Mann, one
with which I agree, is that formal authority and legal
procedure complimented local and personal systems of credit
and exchange. The South was no less litigious than colonial
New England.

48. Phelps, Memoirs and Adventures, pp. 30, 102. Emphasis is
added.

49. McBee, Natchez Court Records, p. 232.

50. Phelps, Memoirs and Adventures, p. 107.

51. Robert V. Haynes, The Natchez District.

52.McBee, Natchez Court Records, pp. 189, 303, 305, 579;
Lowrie, ed. American State Papers, 1:570.

53. McBee, Natchez Court Records, pp. 9, 23, 93, 104, 577;
Lowrie, ed. American State Pa ers, 1:566; Fabel, Economy of
British West Florida, p.
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United States Geological Survey, Yokena Quadrangle Mississippi-Louisiana 7.5 Minutes Series (Topographic):

NW/4 Yokena 15’ Quadrangle, No. 336751, 1963 (Photo inspected 1973).
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