
 
 

Midwestern Region Governor Darcy Merritt 

 

Greetings Midwestern Region, 

I would like to Thank our members for supporting the Regions 20$20 fundraiser. We 
raised $8300.00. Great job everyone. We could not have done it without our amazing 
members. 

I would also like to Congratulate  District 1 for reaching their goal first. The winner from 
District 1 will get an additional $500.00. 

We will be able to fund our Live Your Dream Awards in 2021 and we will be able to con-
tinue to raise women up in our communities. 

Again, thank you all for your support. 

All the best, 

Darcy Merritt 
Governor- Midwestern Region 
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The Vision 

Governor’s Message  

 

Fundraising In The Time of Covid h/t Gabriel Garcia Marquez 

 

I’ve been working from home since mid-March and don’t expect to be back in the office until next 

Spring. Needless to say, I am grateful to still have a job. And, I love working from home. Sleeping 

late, napping on my couch during lunch, and coffee close at hand are excellent perks. 

 

In between work and napping, I’ve had some time to think about Soroptimist stuff and I keep think-

ing about personal philanthropy. I know that some of you may have lost your job, had your work 

hours cut, or have a business that is struggling and I’m not crass enough to ask you for money. As for 

the rest of you, I am absolutely that crass - it’s time to show Soroptimist the money. Money for your 

club awards, money for region awards, money for federation awards and money for Soroptimist Inter-

national. Because clubs are limited in the manner in which they can fundraise, the need for personal 

philanthropy is greater than usual. 

 

Our Big Goal requires us to Dream Big, as that goal is for us to invest in the lives of half a million 

women and girls through access to education. What are your plans for helping us reach that goal? 

Can you take the money you’d normally budget for Spring Conference or District meetings and do-

nate to your club’s LYD or Wagner funds? How about a nice fat check made out to The Acorn Guild? 

Maybe you already support Soroptimist financially. Have you ever considered making a large dona-

tion? Now’s the time. Personally, I’ve increased my monthly donation to Laurel Society and just sent 

in a donation for the District Challenge – Go District Onederful!  

 

My favorite Soroptimist quote is from nearly twenty years ago, when Jean Barth challenged us to “Be 

who we say we are”. Our mission, and the women and girls for whom it exists, depends on us to do 

that very thing. We got this, let’s go. 

 

Submitted by Kris Armstrong 
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SI of  Dayton 

During this season of Thanksgiving our SI of 
Dayton Club had two members making the dif-
ficult decision to end membership for now; we 
are happy to announce our SID club recently 
welcomed two new members Margaret 
Kruckemeyer and Doris Moore.   
 
We continue to hold meetings donning masks 
and distancing ourselves at Cold Beer and 
Cheeseburgers owned by member Michelle 
Brad.  It is clearly understandable that some of 
our members are cautious and choose not to 
attend meetings in person, yet remain commit-
ted and supportive in various ways.  Thank you 
Robin Dodge for coordinating virtual technolo-
gy for some of our members.   
 
One truly painful cancellation was our yearly 
joint meeting with SI of Tipp City and our Si-
lent Auction.  The Tipp City club decided to 
disband, SID plans to reach out to the re-
gional club to invite members to join SI of 
Dayton.   
 
During these atypical times, we are grateful 
for our Soroptimist International Midwest-
ern Region and Soroptimist International 
members worldwide.   
Happy Thanksgiving  
 
Blessings,  
 
Sheila Crane  
 

Pictured: Dr. Doris Moore 
SID President Teresa Huntley and  
Margaret Kruckemeyer  
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SI of  Grosse Pointe 
 

Membership 

THE VISION COPY FOR NOVEMBER 2020, FROM LAURA MCCOURT VP/MEMBER CHAIR  

It has been a busy October for Grosse Pointe Soroptimists as we continue our activities 

honoring 100 years of Woman Suffrage. “Ruth” our suffragist scarecrow continues to 

grace the neighborhood of Co-President Ellen Chapin. She will be in place until Novem-

ber 1st, ensuring that all who visit her know Soroptimist is alive and well in our commu-

nity. Mid-month, a contingent of masked, white outfitted, sash wearing SIGP members, 

joined the local AAUW chapter in a march of solidarity, celebrating the ratification of 

the 19th amendment, in 1920. The marchers: women, men, children and dogs, were led 

by female students from Grosse Pointe who are participating in a STEM program, spon-

sored by the AAUW. It was a beautiful fall day and even the cars stopped in traffic, sent 

up supportive cheers. Our final activity in the voting theme, involved 9 volunteers from 

our Club who completed 225 postcards in less than a week, urging traditionally low 

turnout voters to exercise their right to vote. SIGP participated in this non-partisan pro-

ject sponsored by the ACLU, and facilitated locally by the Grosse Pointe League of 

Women Voters October 14 was, by popular acclaim, our last outdoor meeting of the 

season. SIGP “techies” are becoming adept at running a hybrid, in person and on Zoom, 

meeting, but it was just TOO cold, so we’ll be Zooming until spring. Fortunately, our fea-

tured speaker is a native Michigander and knows how to dress for the weather. Kath-

leen Gallagher has been associated with the Grosse Pointe Public Library since 2003. 

She began her career in our community as a children’s librarian, and is now the head 

Outreach Librarian in our community. With all our libraries closed due to COVID, the Li-

brary is working hard to complete planned improvement projects at each of our three 

branches. With 2 locations open, they are transitioning from curbside delivery, and do-

nation drop-off, to limited use of the computers and new book browsing. In the mean-

time, the library staff is offering numerous new book clubs, webinars, and movie/

discussion groups. Ms. Gallagher also has continued the outreach to the homebound, 

offered by the library. Before COVID, there were 90 Grosse Pointe residents regularly 

visited by Outreach librarians, providing them with much appreciated reading material. 

Although the libraries have been closed, we Grosse Pointe Soroptimists have benefitted 

since Co-President Ellen Chapin found her inner librarian. Ellen can be seen with a 

wheel barrow, hauling her “Book sale” to meetings. “Flash sales” take place in her gar-

age, and low level wheeling and dealing has been reported. We are a community of 

readers and Ellen has helped us feed our habit. Soroptimists of Grosse Pointe has had a 

good month and we’re looking forward to new activites in November. Stay well and turn 

your clocks back!  
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SI of  MOUNT VERNON and KNOX COUNTY 

 

 

 

At the end of September, our club was able to have an “in-
person” meeting at Ariel Foundation Park. We had a lovely 
evening and a special guest – Abby Boulton! Thanks to Car-
olyn who came early to make sure everything was in good 
condition and brought “Soroptimist” cookies baked especially 
for us by Jenni Tharpe.  It was really nice to see every-
one!  Abby spoke briefly about starting up Round Table dis-
cussions which we are on board with and she presented us 
with our awards which we would have received at conference. 
Nice Surprise! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

. 
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 SI of  Chicago 

FUNDRAISING 
SI Chicago Virtual Auc-
tions – New, Vintage, 
Handcrafted items will be 
listedon  
Charityationstoday.com  
under Chicago Soropti-
mist. 
There will be 2 auctions 
with different exciting mer-
chandise for all budgets. 
Please tell your members 
and social network and do 
your gift shopping now. 
November 8-11 preview 
November 12-18 
Live  bidding ends on 
Wednesday 
  
December 1-5 preview 
December 6-13 
Live    Bidding ends on 
Sunday 
 
Thanks, 
Terry Phillips 
SI Chicago 
 

The SI Kenton/Hardin County club continued 

to have virtual meetings this summer and in 

September.  The club had started a communi-

ty service project in March when Covid-19 en-

tered into the picture.  The SI Kenton/Hardin 

County club collected feminine hygiene prod-

ucts and small cosmetic bags.  Based on glob-

al, national, and local data that indicates that 

many girls miss school when they have their 

monthly cycle, the club decided to contact all 

county schools to determine if there was a lo-

cal need.  A letter was sent to the 6 county 

school district superintendents.  The superin-

tendents had the school nurses contact our 

members.  All 6 districts notified us that they 

had a need for feminine hygiene products.  At 

our meetings, we collected bags and prod-

ucts.  Then Covid-19 hit and the schools were 

closed.  Since then, we partnered with Ohio 

Northern University’s Alpha Xi Delta sorority 

to combine the products into the bags, which 

we refer to as “dignity” bags.  These little 

bags are colorful and private and offer a nice 

way to let women and girls know that we care 

about them.  The women on campus put to-

gether 99 dignity bags.  Now that the schools 

are open again, the dignity bags will be pro-

vided to the school nurses for distribution.  

Due to the overabundance of product and 

bags donated by our 32 members, we have 

enough bags to distribute to county food 

banks and county assistance programs.  We 

have been so pleased with the response to 

this project and our partnership with the cam-

pus sorority.  The club plans to continue with 

this effort and support our community as only 

Soroptimists can do!! 

SI of  Kenton/Hardin County 

http://charityauctionstoday.com/
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SI VOICES SPEAK OUT FOR OLDER WOMEN 

 

Submitted by former Governor Vivian Walczesky, at a ZOOM meeting on September 24, 2020. 

195 Participants from around the globe. 

SUBJECT:  SI VOICES SPEAK OUT FOR OLDER WOMEN 

 

FIRST SPEAKER -  One of our Soroptimist UN representatives from New York, Frances Zainoeddin, spoke on 

older women’s positions in the world, and that by year 2050, women will comprise fifty-four percent (54%) of 

the world population age 65 and over. 

 

Women have accumulated years of discrimination in the following: 

Little education 

Unpaid care work 

Loss of property rights 

Elder abuse 

Abandonment 

Accused of witchcraft 

 

The work of global Soroptimists is to: 

Educate 

Prevent hunger 

Mentor 

Address homelessness 

Medical and healthcare 

Water and Sanitation 

Caring for survivors of domestic violence 

 

What about older women? 

Where are the older women? 

Grandmothers 

How do we see older women 

 

Where can we make older women visible? 

Education 

Sexual and reproductive health rights throughout their lives 

Employment opportunities 

Homelessness awareness 

Abuse and neglect awareness 

 

At what age does…. 

A women become invisible 

A burden and of no use 

What age does a woman lose her rights 

 

We can also celebrate that…. 

Some women do not need help 

May become a mentor to others 

Help with education 

We vote. 
   



 

 

 

 
 

 

 What is the long term importance of helping older women? 

Immediate needs 

Long term solutions 

Changing policies 

Fighting discrimination of grounds of age 

Hold governments accountable 

Check the Madrid International Plan on Aging –from cradle to grave. 

 

 

SECOND SPEAKER – Susan B. Somers, JD, Secretary General of International Network for the Prevention of Elder Abuse 

 

1 in 6 age 60+ suffer from elder abuse on a global level. 

Physical and mental injuries 

Harm and/or distress to an older person 

Sexual abuse 

Active / passive neglect 

Poverty 

Land ownership 

 

Raise Awareness 

In 2011 negotiations held at the UN to have a resolution passed on International Day of Older Persons 

Topics discussed: 

Use of drugs on older women report 

Violence 

What if a women has no sons/brothers to help her keep land 

Isolation and lockdown of older persons 

 

THIRD SPEAKER:    Laura Tamblyn Watts of Canada.  Voices of Older Women: Making Canada more Age Inclusive. 

Can-Age:  a nonprofit organization to advocate for seniors 

Violence and abuse prevention by raising awareness, resources, responses, research and financial help. 

Optional health care: awareness of dementia, mental health, substance abuse 

Infection prevention and disaster response:  vaccine uptake; prioritize adult vaccinations;  

Caregiving – long term; home care; family caregiver support; long term care; staffing reform; infrastructure investment 

Economic Security – funding retirement; protect pensioners; dispute resolution with financial institutions;  workforce 

inclusion; tax filing for seniors 

Social inclusion:  loneliness and social exclusion; reduce ageism; promote intergenerationalism; indigenous seniors; 

transportation; seniors and technology 

 

Website:  CanAge.CA  

laura@canage.ca 

 

Laura received a Soroptimist award and was able to further her education. 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

SI VOICES SPEAK OUT FOR OLDER WOMEN 
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Submitted by former Governor Vivian Walczesky at webinar on October 10, 2020, entitled: 

ECOSOC CONSULTATIVE STATUS FOR SI:  CONNECTING UN TO THE GRASSROOTS 

 

The host of this meeting was SI of Calcutta India. 

 

SI President Sharon Fisher began with informing all participants that this was a “great great idea.” 

 

The four (4) speakers were: 

Pat Black – SI Advocacy Advisor – breaking down the meaning of Consultative Status 

Beverly Bucur – SI Advocacy Director – how the SI UN Reps use our work on the local club level to influence policy at 

the United Nations 

Linda Witong – SI Advocacy Advisor – how the work done by SI clubs at the grassroots level helped in shaping our SI 

Statements to the UN 

Dr. Kay Richmond – SIGBI Programme Director – the difference between SI General Consultative Status and SIGBI’s 

Special Consultative Status  

 

Pat Black is a member of SI Edinborough Scotland and member of SIGBI.  In 1946, SI became part of the UN, and what 

you do at the club level goes right through to the United Nations.  NGO Consultative Status with ECOSOC—Soroptimist is 

one of only 134 NGOs focusing on women and girls.  Specialized consultative status held by three (3) federations:  SI 

Europe, SI Great Britain & Ireland; and SI South West Pacific.   

 

We have to demonstrate with General Consultative Status “substantial and sustained objectives ” as follows: 

*a global presence 

*extensive expertise across their work 

*significant relevance in most areas of UN work 

*be highly active at the United Nations 

 

Benefits of General Consultative Status to SI: 

*increase opportunities to input into the UN system 

*allowed to submit longer more detailed reports and recommendations 

*increased access to meetings 

*being allocated more delegate places 

*higher prestige and higher level acknowledgment 

*enables access to UN agencies 

 

SIA does not have recognized consultative status but nevertheless can participate by being a delegate through the oth-

er SI delegation seats through CSW.  For those of us who have been attending CSW / UN meetings annually, you can 

secure more information from your local club members who have attended.   

 

Beverly Bucur –   SI Advocacy Director.  Member of SI Illiana, Midwestern Region.  How the work of SI clubs to influence 

policies of the United Nations.   Bev has 40 years of experience as an Educator. 

 

SI and the UN connect globally.  We have not made the advances we had hoped to make since Beijing and due to coro-

navirus as a global pandemic.  We are a volunteer organization and recruit volunteers for representation to advocate for 

women and girls.  In Rome, SI recognized international day of food.  In Nairobi, working on environments.  In Paris, edu-

cation and UNESCO and future of education. 

 

 

 

 

 

CONNECTING  UN TO THE GRASSROOTS  
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Our UN representatives work to ensure that the work SI does is so important.  We need your work on the local level and 

data to support your local club work.  All our information is shared with our UN Representatives and UN member states.   

SI now has 21 representatives who work across UN centers. The newest center is in Bangkok.   

 

All of SI advocacy work is based on the principles of human rights and driven by club projects. 

From your local projects to global voice, our local work covers the needs of women and girls.   Feedback to SI via federa-

tion is extremely important including use of best practices local and globally. 

 

Soroptimists work at the grassroots level.  Soroptimists give hands-on knowledge recognizing the work we do in our 

local communities.  Local projects tell SI/UN the following:  quality and data tells your story;  qualitative and quantita-

tive data needed.    Did we help women and girls, children, and even men.  How did our work impact our community?  

What did we actually do?   

 

Many agencies at the United Nations are looking for projects that local clubs are doing.  What are our local clubs doing 

since Covid 19 hit?  Our work is so very important but even more important now due to coronavirus.    

 

Join Soroptimist LAB, a closed forum for Soroptimists to talk with our own members and UN reps.  If you would like to 

have a UN Representative talk at a meeting, you can contact them through the LAB. Or check soroptimistinternation-

al.org.   

 

 

Linda Witong – SI Advocacy Advisor.     How the work done by SI clubs at the grassroots level has helped in shaping SI 

statements to the UN.  Linda is a member of SI Marin County California club. She has done femicide and human traffick-

ing presentations, spoken on elder and child abuse; and is a former prosecutor, and current researcher for SI.   SI repre-

sents the views from members all over the world.  A reminder from Linda that we also have treaties and declaration doc-

uments applicable to countries of the world.    

 

Linda began her presentation about the “austerity” of our concerns as Soroptimists.  If you are unfamiliar with the word 

“austerity,” it has several definitions, but the one that concerns us as Soroptimists deals with the economic policies 

used by governments to reduce budget deficits during adverse economic conditions.   These governmental policies may 

include spending cuts, tax increases, or a mixture of both.  In reducing government spending, it generally also increases 

unemployment.  So, what are Soroptimist concerns around the world?  How are our governments helping women and 

girls? 

In our outcome documents which are furnished to the UN, our data should indicate that women and girls are important 

in economic outcomes, not relaxed but intensified outcomes. 

 

Linda provided information about women’s health care.   Should women’s health care be expanded or diminished.  What 

is lowering the standards and who decides.  What is essential?  What about medicine?  All research should be compiled 

together on all these topics.  What is universal and equitable and affordable.  Is medicine up to date, relevant, and af-

fordable?  Will financial hardship be imposed on the user?   

 

Linda discussed water and sanitation, food and energy.  What is in the final outcome document and what is not?  Wom-

en and girls should have equal access and transportation to water and sanitation.   

CONNECTING  UN TO THE GRASSROOTS  
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Is sanitation secure and socially acceptable to the cultural norms?  Migrants affected by natural disasters should be 

included. 

 

With each year that Soroptimists have been providing final outcome documents, many member states used ambiguous 

wording, catch phrases, caveats, and escape hatches, to not comply and/or remove a clause or phrase that they re-

fused to agree with or wanted removed from the final outcome document.  Finally, in 2017, the United Nations indicated 

that no more ambiguous wording, catch phrases, caveats, escape hatches, or any other forms of contradictory wording 

by member states would be acceptable.   

 

Linda emphasized that education for all women and girls should be lifelong especially in this time of digital divide.  Ac-

cess to financial literacy was also necessary.  STEM and STEAM must be available to women and girls. All clubs need to 

address gender and stereotypes in curriculums.  Continued education must be provided to pregnant mothers.   BE LEAD-

ERS.     

 

 

Dr. Kay Richmond.   SIGBI Programme Director.   Special consultative status for SI Europe since 2011; for SIGBI since 

2013, and for SISWP since 2014.   As special consultative status, sustainable development is a federation programme 

dealing with:  people, prosperity, peace, partnership, and planet.   Dr. Richmond stated that likely CSW 65 will be virtual.  

 

She stressed that partnerships were key to outcomes of equality, equity, and justice.   

There are also eleven (11) other organizations working with/for women and girls, and among them are:  Zonta, Interna-

tional Business and Professional Women, World Association of Girl Guides and Girl Scouts, International Alliance of 

Women, International Council of Women, to name a few.  What local partners could your local Soroptimist club partner 

with for a webinar, for an outside event, for a financial supporter? 

 

One of the questions from Dr. Richmond concerned the UN removal of escape hatches, caveats, etc., and when that was 

done, did a member state then withdraw and would not want to honor the documents they previously agreed to.   The 

pushback from grassroots to federations must continue, from our local clubs all the way to SI and the UN.   

 

 

--------------------------------------------   

 

Your local projects are important.  Please continue to be creative and help women and girls with your local projects that 

benefit your local community.   From local, to region, to national, to global, that’s what Soroptimists around the world 

continue to volunteer to do, and to pushback to get the SDGs done by 2030.  BE LEADERS.  You can do this. 

 Vivian Walczesky, former Governor Midwestern Region.  

CONNECTING  UN TO THE GRASSROOTS  
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Soroptimist International of Suburban Chicago Paparazzi Jewelry Group 

During the month of October we had ; “BLING & BOOZZZ” Basket Raffle containing various Halloween Goodies plus a couple 

pieces of Paparazzi Jewelry (being “The Bling” part of the basket)…and a Bottle of “Witch’s Brew Spiced Wine”( for the 

“BOOZZZZ”)!  

This idea came to be for welcoming in & have fun gaining new customers joining us during our Live Jewelry Shows at 7pm 

Every Saturday night.   Anyone that joined us and purchased  1-piece of $5.00 jewelry got entered into the Raffle for each of 

the Saturdays for the 4 weekends we had it running- this Saturday Oct31st is the last entry to for being entered in to win our 

“BLING & BOOZZZ” Basket .    We will have our drawing of all participants names from all 4 weekends on Sunday November 

1st, 2020 

 

If you missed out on our Halloween Themed “BLING & BOOZZZ” Basket Raffle- Please don’t worry… we are going to have an-

other basket for November….Thanksgiving Themed of course;  “TRIMMINGS & TREASURES” Basket… you will have to be come 

& see  being surprised what goodies will be in this next basket raffle �  

 

To join for viewing and purchasing our Paparazzi Jewelry – please go to the following link below to our group’s Facebook page 

and ask to join our group; Soroptimist International of Suburban Chicago Paparazzi Jewelry Group ; https://

www.facebook.com/groups/3313625178693883 

 

Every Saturday Night at 7:00PM we also are hosting Online “Live” Jewelry Parties via Facebook where everyone can have fun 

socializing/chatting online together and purchasing fun fashion jewelry, while having a hoot of a time! 

Please come and join us in our fun journey of raising scholarship dollars and uplifting women’s spirits with some unexpected 

gift giving of bling to make this year a happier one for all while still being in the safety of our own homes! 

 

SI of Suburban Chicago club members, along with the women receiving scholarships & the donated mystery jewelry bags 

THANK YOU for your participation, thoughtfulness & generous support! 

Marie Denise Czech; President of Soroptimist of Suburban Chicago   & 

Marie Delos Santos; President-Elect of Soroptimist of Suburban Chicago 
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Soroptimist International of  Suburban Chicago                                                               

 

 
Soroptimist International of Suburban Chicago 

http://www.si-suburbanchicago.org 

Education Scholarship 250/25 Fundraiser 2021 
 

 
Please help support Soroptimist International of Suburban Chicago Scholarships with purchasing our raffle tickets 
now for winning our 250/25 raffle drawings starting Jan.1st 2021… purchase ticket cost is $25.00 for 1 ticket  You can 
purchase tickets via our online website link below (or by contacting our club); 
https://www.si-suburbanchicago.org/club_250 
 

Each week during 2021, there will be a $25 drawing.  The winners will be put back into the pot for subsequent draw-
ings.  During week 52 (12/31/21) there will be an additional drawing for $250.  Winners will be notified by telephone 
or email and winnings will be sent in the mail.   
Winners will also be posted on our website, see our winners for this year’s 2020 drawings : 
https://www.si-suburbanchicago.org/club_250/2020 
 
The funds we raise with the tickets we sell will go towards our  three main scholarships we award to the winner of 
submitted candidates throughout the year; 
 
Live Your Dream Award assists women who provide the primary source of financial support for their families by giv-
ing them the resources they need to improve their education, skills and employment prospects. 
Virginia Wagner Award  is assistance for any woman pursuing her bachelor, masters or doctoral degree.  Named for a 

past Soroptimist International Regional Governor who believed in higher education for women.  This grant is based on 

academic achievement and financial need. 

GED Grant  was created due to one of our members identifying a need for women who did not have a high school diplo-

ma.  Higher education, better jobs or other goals related to training and education require that diploma or the GED cer-

tificate. This grant awards $125 to two women currently enrolled in a GED program and covers the cost of the certifica-

tion test. 

We & the women who receive our scholarships Thank You for your generous support! 

Marie Denise Czech -President of Soroptimist International of Suburban Chicago   & 

Marie Delos Santos - Co-President of Soroptimist International of Suburban Chicago 

 

http://www.si-suburbanchicago.org
https://www.si-suburbanchicago.org/club_250
https://www.si-suburbanchicago.org/club_250/2020
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Soroptimist International of  Suburban Chicago                                                               

 

 

 

 

  
In light- due to 'covid-challenges'  - SI of Suburban Chicago not able to do our typical enter-
tainment dinners for the Women's Shelters we usually have holiday dinners for around Thanksgiv-
ing and Christmas for the women at  Constance Morris House(La Grange,IL) & Family Shelter 
Services (Downers Grove, IL)   … instead we are collecting $25.00 gift cards to give to the 
shelters for the women to shop with for their holiday gift giving time for their children. 
 
Collecting Gift Cards for the Shelters (collecting them now to deliver/due by November 
19th) $25.00 gift cards like Jewel, Walmart, Walgreens, Target to mail to Marie Delos Santos, 
our President-Elect of SI of Suburban Chicago…  -so she can collect/bundle them for us to de-
liver to our shelter(s) that we will be supporting a new way instead this year. 
 
…if you would like to contribute a gift card...please mail them to Marie Delos Santos's contact in-
formation given below: 
Marie Delos Santos 
332 Trinity Lane 
Oak Brook, IL  60523 
cell#: 630-207-2465 
email: mdsantos_sisc@outlook.com 
 

 

mailto:mdsantos_sisc@outlook.com
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A message from our former Governor Vivian Walczesky 

Webinar October 23, 2020 
In Honor of International Day of the Girl Child 
  
There were 62 participants from around the globe on this webinar including our own Bev Bucur. 
  
Panelists as follows: 
Kate Ryan Brewer, writer and film maker 
Child marriage still prevalent in the United States.  Check “Knots a forced marriage story” 
  
Dr. Rochelle Burgess 
Deputy Director UCL Center for Global Non-communicable diseases 
Trauma; lack of education due to childhood marriage; abuse, domestic violence 
  
Faith Mwangi-Powell 
CEO Girls Not Brides 
Childhood marriage is a global issue including in the United States 
  
Dr. Nyaradzayi Gumbonzvanda – human rights lawyer from Zimbabwe 
CEO for Rozaria Meorial Trust 
  
Hon. Jackie Weatherspoon – worked for US State Dept; UNDP, UNIFEM, and UN Women 
Know your senators and congressman; know how to get a bill passed;  AHA Foundation 
  
Dr. Nina Smart – advocate for FGM (female genital mutilation) 
And Isatu Barry – who told her story about being an FGM survivor 
  
Angela Peabody – FGM survivor – education is the key to ending FGM.  She said FGM and child-
hood marriage are “twin sisters” and both should be abolished. 
  
Mariya Taher – SAHIYO Co-founder – FGM in the United States.  The United Nations recognizes 
FGM as a global issue.  What is the law in your state regarding FGM? 
  
Dr. Ann-Marie Wilson – found & executive director of “28 Too Many” a research organization and 
information based.  
  
Chiara Cosentino – head of policy & advocacy at the End FGM European Net-
work www.endfgm.eu 
  
Beverly Bucur – SI Director of Advocacy.  Recently in Geneva, international recognition that FGM 
is a human rights violation and a national prior public health issue.  The SI Road to Equality is our 
best practice model.  SI working with six (6) local activists and media to change the mindset in 
various countries.  Community leaders, religious organizations, law enforcement, etc., must be 
included in any talks about FGM, which is a cultural practice.  There is no basis in either the Bible 
or the Koran for FGM.   Bev’s call to action:  know what’s happening in your local community 
about FGM; educate women and girls about their rights. 
 

http://www.endfgm.eu/
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A message from our former Governor Vivian Walczesky: 

 

Submitted by Vivian Walczesky.  Webinar on October 21, 2020. 
  
Meeting the Digital Divide Through Action. 
Guest speaker:  Dr. Mariagrazia Squicciarini, Ph.D. Senior Economist at CSOCD 
  
We must understand what the issues are in order to fix the root causes of gender 
equality and gender differences in the percentage of women among STEM pro-
grams.  Worldwide, women are 26% less likely to have smartphones.   Compulsory 
education helps eliminate the digital gender divide.  What obstacles are present for 
women/girls to bridge the gender equality gap?  When do women/girls display 
greater literacy and problem solving and when does that gap dissipate in achieve-
ment where boys outperform girls.  
  
Teachers need to be aware of the extent to which they may influence students es-
pecially anxieties, mindset, and approaches to support students and girls in particu-
lar.  Does the school have the updated technology for girls who wish to excel in 
STEM programs and  make the digital world more female friendly.  
  
Skills are key to succeed and narrow the gender wage gap.  Skills in high demand 
in digital intensive sectors are displayed more by men.   How many girls/women 
continue on with STEM programs as they continue their education?  Does the 
school/college have any organization that girls/women can join to help them navi-
gate the STEM world or the digital world.  How has the coronavirus impacted the 
digital learning for girls/women?  
  
Girls/women face some important challenges in education.  How do girls/women 
deal with societal, economic, technological, demographic, ad political issues.  How 
do we educate our girls for their future rather than based on the past.  Education is 
the key.  Are the learning institutions up for this task when faced with budget cuts, 
low motivation, keeping teachers on the cutting edge of learning, and keeping girls/
women engaged in learning during this pandemic time.   Do we have female role 
models coming from STEM?  Who are these women?  Have peer groups been es-
tablished for girls to help each other. Teachers are active agents for change.    
  
Has your local club had a STEM graduate speak at your local club?  How can all of 
us assist girls who wish to excel in the STEM programs?   What’s in your local com-
munity regarding STEM programs?    
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The Vision Public Awareness 

SI Milwaukee 

Greetings Club Members and Region Leaders: 
 
We have successfully rescheduled our LUNAFEST 2020 Film Festival 
Event for November 24.  Please see the attached PDF with all the de-
tails.  Register on Eventbrite for two screenings:  noon and 
6:00pm.  Each screening will begin with an intro from SI of Milwaukee 
and the Marquette University Women’s Innovation Network (our original 
host).  
  
Early bird tickets (before November 17) are $12 and General Admis-
sion (after November 17) are $15.  All ticket sales from the postponed 
event in March are honored for the virtual event.  
  
This is an excellent opportunity for Soroptimists across the Midwest to 
view and discuss the films together!  
  
Tickets available here:  https://www.eventbrite.com/e/virtual-lunafest-
milwaukee-tickets-91460726495 
Official trailer for the film festival:  https://youtu.be/tjpSF6Qo_QU 
Official anthem!  https://youtu.be/1ZkkRDow8jc 
More info on the LUNAFEST site:  https://www.lunafest.org/screenings 
LUNAFEST on our club website:  https://si-milwaukee.org/programs 
  
Thank you for your support! 
  
Aundrea Price 
President, SI of Milwaukee 
Event Chair, DIBI and LUNAFEST 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/virtual-lunafest-milwaukee-tickets-91460726495
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/virtual-lunafest-milwaukee-tickets-91460726495
https://youtu.be/tjpSF6Qo_QU
https://youtu.be/1ZkkRDow8jc
https://www.lunafest.org/screenings
https://si-milwaukee.org/programs
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SI Milwaukee 
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The Vision Awards 

SI Milwaukee 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tjpSF6Qo_QU&feature=youtu.be 

Organizer Marquette University Women’s Innovation Net-

work (MUWIN) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tjpSF6Qo_QU&feature=youtu.be
https://www.eventbrite.com/o/marquette-university-womens-innovation-network-mu-win-18553132141
https://www.eventbrite.com/o/marquette-university-womens-innovation-network-mu-win-18553132141
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Greetings from SI-Greater Macomb! 
 
We are still energized by the District Meetings.  Thinking back, it seems weird that they were virtual because my brain 
feels like we were connected.  Thank you to everyone that worked so hard to execute the event.  
 
Our club had to make the heart breaking decision to cancel the WORLD FAMOUS Bunco night at the New Baltimore 
Civic Center due to the ongoing pandemic.   This event was quickly becoming our signature event and growing year-
ly.  It was a sad moment but the moment passed quickly because  our fundraising chairs Laurie Huff and Amanda 
Melkert had another plan all ready to go!  Introducing SI- Greater Macomb 52 Week Raffle. "Make Money at home 
with SI Greater Macomb"  For $52 you are entered into our weekly drawing with the chance to win at least $75! While 
you can only win one bonus prize you can win as many weekly prizes as your ticket is pulled.  A special thank you to 
all the clubs that have shared this style fundraiser with us all.  It really gives us hope for a successful fundraiser.  If 
you want to see the rules and our payout schedule  or  feel inspired to purchase a ticket head over to www.si-
greatermacomb.org flyer attached   
 
 

SI of  Greater Macomb 

http://www.si-greatermacomb.org/
http://www.si-greatermacomb.org/
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GOVERNOR      GOVERNOR-ELECT 
Darcy Merritt / SI Monroe County MI   Christine Fowler Shearer/SI Cleveland OH 

1554 Riverview Avenue     4590 Rockridge Way  

Monroe, MI 48162     Copley, OH 44321 

Cell: 734-968-7991     Cell: 216-408-4124 

Email: dmerritt1963@outlook.com   Email: fowlerartistic@gmail.com  

 

SECRETARY     TREASURER 
Sheila Zingler-Gilbert / SI Fond du Lac WI  Audrey Jarvey / SI Fond du Lac WI 

N11526 Center Line Road    N74W13737 Appleton Avenue #116 

Brownsvile, WI 53006     Menomonee Falls, WI 53051 

Cell: 920-948-3499     Cell: 920-979-0606 

Email: sheilasifdl@gmail.com    Email: audreyjarv@gmail.com 

 

DISTRICT I DIRECTOR    DISTRICT I SECRETARY 
Susan Frankel / SI Fond du Lac WI   Connie Gindt / SI Fond du Lac WI 

291 Old Pioneer Road     250 E. 11th Street 

Fond du Lac, WI 54935     Fond du Lac, WI 54935 

Cell: 920-251-2259     Cell: 920-948-1357 

Email: smfrankel5@gmail.com    Email: Connie@ep-direct.com 

 

DISTRICT II DIRECTOR    DISTRICT II SECRETARY 
Ruth Waggoner / SI Kenton/Hardin County OH  Laura Ferguson / SI Kenton/Hardin County OH 

13658 Township Road 40    PO Box 296 

Dunkirk, OH 45836     Ada, OH 45810 

Cell: 419-957-5417     Cell: 567-674-1023 

Email: ruthwaggoner55@gmail.com   Email: laura.r.ferguson@gmail.com 

     

DISTRICT III DIRECTOR    DISTRICT III SECRETARY 
Kellie Klingel / SI Flat Rock Area MI   Patricia Cavell / SI Monroe County MI 

20115 Roche      28345 N Wesley Ave 

Brownstown Twp, MI 48183-4822   Flat Rock, MI 48134-1230 

Cell: 734-664-6709     Cell: 734-778-1487 

Email: ktklingel@yahoo.com     Email: bsktpac@comcast.net 

 

DISTRICT IV DIRECTOR    DISTRICT IV SECRETARY 
Abby Bouton /SI Columbus Franklin Co OH  Mary Lorenzo / SI Canton/Stark County OH 

2101 Mackenzie Drive     2507 Treetop Cir NE 

Columbus, OH 43220     Canton, OH 44705 

Cell: 614-285-8212     Cell: 330-338-2946 

Email: abbouton@yahoo.com      Email: mary.lorenzo@hotmail.com 
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