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To the reader: To conserve space and ink, throughout this newsletter these  

abbreviations are used: 

CRC– Carnegie  Resource Center 

MAGS– Mitchell Area Genealogical Society 

MAHS– Mitchell Area Historical Society 

SDSHS - South Dakota State Historical Society 

Look for the Carnegie Resource Center on Facebook and at  

www.mitchellcarnegie.com. 

If you change your postal or email address, do let us know.  

605.996.3209 or Pam@mitchellcarnegie.com 

 

Genealogy Corner 
     Some people may find it offensive when they receive a Christ-

mas card with the words “Merry Xmas.”  Why?  Perhaps they feel 

that it is an effort by the sender to remove “Christ” from the picture.  

Actually, Christ is, and always has been, in “Xmas.”  “X” is the 

Greek letter “chi” and the first letter in the word “Cristos” which 

means Christ.  “Xmas” did not appear in English until the 1500s, 

but the letter “X” meaning Christ has been used for 1,000 years.  

Why the abbreviation?   Let's remember that the use of “X” pre-

dates the printing press when books were hand-written on scarce 

materials and were very expensive. It's a no-brainer – use “X” to 

save space, time, and money.   Although it is not offensive to use 

“Merry Xmas,” some persons may still find it so.  Therefore, use 

good judgment when wishing someone a Merry “Xmas.”  However, 

at least you now know it is not disrespectful if you receive a card 

with “Xmas.” 

     During Christmas when many families gather, some practice 

traditions passed down from their families. Why not record those 

traditions for future generations?  You can interview members of 

the family and ask them to recall all of their traditions as well as 

ones still practiced.  You can record their responses and videotape 

them.  How nice it will be to have a recording of a loved-one’s 

voice.  Incorporating a little history into your visiting will make 

each person seem more alive and real to the youngsters.  Don't think 

that those little ears are not listening!  They pick up more than you 

realize.  Remember grandpa’s walk eight miles to school – uphill?  

We probably remember our grandparents as being old; well, I hate 

to say it, but most of us are now grandparents. 

     In July, MAGS member Jim Wieczorek presented a program on 

Pioneer Certificates (see a copy in this newsletter) which recognize 

ancestors who lived in South Dakota prior to statehood in 1889.  

The Sioux Falls Genealogical Society has been involved in the pro-

ject for several years.  MAGS voted to proceed with planning its 

own unique certificates.  Special thanks to Jim for his expert advice 

and help.  Please contact MAGS to request an appropriate certifi-

cate.  You will need to provide acceptable documentation of your 

ancestor's residency. 

     In August, we carpooled with MAHS to Kaylor, South Dakota, 

to the German/Russian Heritage Society for a wonderful afternoon 

of history by Gary Jerke.  We enjoyed kuchen, lemonade, and cof-

fee.  A local expert instructed us in grave-witching at the cemetery. 

      In September, we finalized plans for the Pioneer Certificates 

and elected officers.  They are president, Andie Sindt; vice presi-

dent, Bonnie Weber;  secretary, Karen Pooley;  and treasurer, Pam  

          (continued on page 8) 

SDSHS Affiliates with the Smithsonian 

     On Friday, January 11, 2013, Jay D. Vogt, director of the 

SDSHS, announced that the SDSHS will affiliate with the 

Smithsonian in Washington, D.C.  Through this partnership, 

the SDSHS will be able to borrow artifacts and items as well 

as to work directly with staff at 19 other museums and nine 

research centers of the Smithsonian. 

     Since only 177 of the over 18,000 museums in the United 

States are affiliated with the Smithsonian, the SDSHS is to 

be especially commended. 

Historic Churches of Mitchell Throw 

     This newsletter includes a flyer which depicts 12 Mitchell 

churches starting with the first which was along the James 

River near Firesteel.  The Wesleyan Methodist Church image 

on the throw is now “history” since it was razed in 2012 to 

be replaced by a new edifice.  Included with the throw is a 

brief history of each church.  If you have not yet bought one 

of these quality throws, for yourself or as a gift, we hope you 

will do so.  

MAHS Programs – July through December 2012 

     On the third Monday of each month MAHS has an event 

at the CRC or, in the summer, may carpool to an interesting 

site.  Every December MAHS features the Mitchell Barber-

shop Chorus and pianist Wanema Wieczorek for “Christmas at 

the Carnegie” to provide a wonderful evening of carols re-

verberating in the acoustically fine 1903 former Carnegie 

Library.  Spiced hot cider and cookies complete the event 

which is also a benefit for Mitchell’s Food Pantry. Under the 

leadership of Mel and Karen Pooley, with special added 

decorations and support contributed by Wilma Buffington, 

Darlene Pierson, and Sharon McNary, the beautiful interior 

      (continued on page 5) 
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Margaret Quintal – A Remembrance by John A. Day 

     Professor John A. Day headed the School of Fine Arts at South Dakota University when Margaret Quintal was an adminis-

trator in the USD Department of Indian Studies.  At our request he prepared with Jo Wiltse, Margaret’s sister, the following 

remembrance. 

     Margaret Mary Savely Quintal was born in Rapid City, South Dakota, on February 11, 1944, and died on December 25, 

2011, in Vermillion, South Dakota.  She was the oldest child of Joseph and Maxine Savely.  Due to her strong and diverse per-

sonality, she was known by a variety of Christian names; in addition to Margaret, she was familiar as Marge to many in 

Mitchell and almost universally as Meg in Vermillion.  She grew up in the Rapid City area (Black Hawk) where she was 

known primarily as “Punkie,” graduating from Rapid City High School in 1961. 

     She married Robert Quintal, a prominent engineer from Mitchell, and made her home there for many years.  Margaret and 

Robert had two children, Robert (Rapid City) and Anne (Cookeville, Tennessee), and four grandchildren.   

     Margaret was active in many civic and professional organizations and had a special affection for the arts and historical pres-

ervation.  In the late 1970s she was instrumental in establishing the Oscar Howe Art Center and served as its executive director 

for over ten years, spearheading fundraising to convert the old Carnegie Library into a sophisticated center for the arts and cul-

ture in Mitchell.  Margaret supervised many architectural preservation projects in the center and guided redesign [at the Carne-

gie] to host exhibitions, performances, a gift shop and meeting rooms.  During her tenure as director, the Oscar Howe Art Cen-

ter took a prominent place in the state’s cultural and artistic life, hosting artists’ workshops, arts conferences and statewide col-

laborations.  Her importance as an artistic leader in the state cannot be overstated.  In addition to serving in leadership roles on 

the South Dakota Arts Council, she was a primary proponent of Oscar Howe’s legacy.  Most notably, she provided outstanding 

leadership in the development and operation of the largest retrospective exhibition of the artist’s work which toured nationally 

across America. 

     In the 1980s, Margaret and Robert divorced and she moved to Vermillion to pursue a BA degree in English at the University 

of South Dakota.  She eventually earned her Doctorate in Law.  After graduating from Law School, she took a position as an 

administrator in the USD Department of Indian Studies, which she held until retiring in the early 2000s.  In her administrative 

capacity, Margaret earned the affection and respect of a generation of Native American Indian students for her tireless work as 

a mentor and teacher, as well as her commitment to the American Indian Studies program and the Institute of American Indian 

Studies. 

     Preceding her in death were her mother, father, brother (James) and her husband, Robert.  Margaret is survived by her two 

children, three grandchildren and her sister and brother-in-law, Jo and William Wiltse of Gaston, Oregon. 

 

 

Margaret, in her garden hat, is pictured in 1989 or 1990 at her home in Vermillion.  Anne Quintal, Margaret’s daughter who 

lives in Tennessee, provided this photo to Tona Rozum who was one of Margaret’s friends in Mitchell. 
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Restoration of the Former Branson Bank Building 

       The following article (published in The Daily Republic, No-

vember 8, 2012) was written by architect David Pooley, nephew 

of MAHS volunteer Mel Pooley, and son of Elaine Pooley and 

the late Dwight Pooley.  David is a graduate of Mitchell High 

School and of the University of Minnesota School of Architec-

ture.  While at the University of Minnesota, David researched 

and wrote a paper about the Branson Bank building at 110 East 

Second Avenue. 

   Kudos to Jeff Logan for breathing life back into the Branson 

Bank building (perhaps known to most as the old Mitchell Ab-

stract) just off of Main on East 2nd Street (front page, Friday 

Oct. 19th) Mitchell is fortunate to have such a great example of 

the "Jewell Box" banks that were built in the Midwest in the 

early part of the 1900's. They were designed by some of the 

most notable architects this country ever produced, such as 

Louis Sullivan, George Elmslie, and William Gray Purcell. This 

building, like the others that dotted the landscape of the Mid-

west, from Minnesota and Wisconsin to Indiana and Ohio, was 

inspired by the National Farmer's Bank in Owatonna Minnesota, 

which was Louis Sullivan's final masterpiece. 

     While Frank Lloyd Wright became more famous, he began 

his career in Sullivan's Chicago office, becoming chief drafts-

man, and developed his "Organic" architecture ideas from Sulli-

van's concepts. In spite of Wright's famously large ego, he al-

ways referred to Sullivan as "The Master," even after achieving 

his own, incredible fame. George Elmslie succeeded Wright as 

Sullivan's chief draftsman and was very influential in the design 

of the National Farmer's bank. Eventually, Elmslie joined Pur-

cell of Minneapolis to form a partnership and the Branson bank 

in Mitchell was one of their finest designs. Purcell called 

Elmslie's terra cotta design over the entry to be one of his best. 

High praise considering that Elmslie's terra cotta designs are 

considered some of the greatest ever for that material. Purcell 

had such an affinity for this building that he wrote to another 

banker in Mitchell in later years to find out about its condition. 

     Having such a wonderful example of this uniquely American 

architecture is a great asset for Mitchell. For it to have survived 

is no less fortunate. I didn't know it's history when I was a kid as 

I rode my bike by it on my way across town, but I knew there 

was something special about it. Looking back, it was an instant 

connection to those Masters through their principles embodied 

in that design. Later, when I became an architect, I had the in-

credibly good fortune to work on a renovation of the Farmer's 

Bank in Owatonna. Though the project didn't allow for a true 

restoration, we were guided by Sullivan's original concepts in 

the renovation. After seeing the designs of these Masters and the 

care they took, one gets a strong desire to help to keep them 

alive for others to appreciate. 

     Mr. Logan's efforts to bring the Branson Bank building back 

to life are a testament to his appreciation for the building and its 

history, as well as a desire to save it for all of us, both now and 

into Mitchell's future. Those Masters would be proud. We 

should be, too. 

                  David Pooley, A.I.A, New Hope, Minnesota

Lyle's Corner 

      Unfortunately, we didn’t quite meet the deadline for this 

December newsletter.  Our letter of apology last month 

brought such a generous response of 2013 memberships and 

year-end donations.  Thank you so very, very much!  Your 

support helps our faithful volunteers keep the Carnegie 

doors open.  The walls of the CRC are getting close to 

bursting as the items keep coming in with fewer places to 

put them.  We keep finding so many great pieces of history 

that you are donating to us as well as photographs and the 

written word, and we love it all.  Don't stop now. 

     I'm researching The Daily Republic newspapers from the 

WWII era, 1945 to be specific, and what great memories I 

find.  Of course, like the news of today, there were lots of 

sad and good news, mostly about our troops coming and 

going overseas.  The great number of Mitchell area men and 

women who were wounded or killed in action surprised me.  

However, as I considered that the war had gone on for over 

four years, I realized it could have been much worse.  

Many, many letters from the boys serving overseas were 

sent home and published in the paper, and what a story they 

all told.  It makes for very interesting reading now because I 

was pretty young when it all happened.  Many of these folks 

I got to know in later years, but I had no idea what they had 

gone through, which turned out to be very normal for these 

“heroes” of ours. 

     Mitchell went through many growing pains, such as the 

spillway at Lake Mitchell that started to deteriorate and had 

to be repaired immediately, the decision by the federal gov-

ernment to build an army airbase in Mitchell, and then, only 

two years later, to shut it down (now our local airport), and 

law enforcement problems with the local “Chicken 

Shacks” (unlicensed night clubs), were considerable.  The 

list goes on and on, and the history we have gained for our 

research files is endless. 

      Over the past six months we have had many visitors at 

the Carnegie from the four corners of our country.  They all 

admire the beauty of the dome that Oscar Howe painted in 

1940 with his “Sun and Rain Clouds Over Hills” mural as 

well as the rest of our great building.  However, we really 

hit home with visitors when we are able to help them make 

connections to their past.  Many times we are able to find 

items about their family history, several generations past, 

such as pictures, newspaper stories, and ads as well as 

physical items that bring a tear to their eyes as well as ours.  

We are handsomely rewarded when we are able to help in 

this way. 

     Again, I would be remiss if I did not publicly extend our 

sincere thanks to all of you who have donated money, his-

torical items, or time and effort to the success of the CRC.  

Without you, none of this would be possible.  One such 

example is a medicine bottle marked 

 

                                                            (continued on page 5) 
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     Published in the October/November 2012 issue of Family Tree magazine on page 64, the above photo shows the cabbage 

patch of Thomas Talcott Hersey west of Mitchell.  Mr. Hersey (center) is astride the large metal grasshopper which he designed 

and made.  At left, seated on and holding the creature’s hind leg is Hersey’s nephew, Harry “Bart” Hersey.  At right is Harry’s 

brother, David John Hersey, wielding a stick.  Originals of the photo are owned by Marion “Mick” Hersey and MAHS.  Unfor-

tunately, the long caption in the Family Tree magazine is completely inaccurate.  Hersey Photo, Inc. of Mitchell took the photo 

in the 1930s. 

 

The Story of Galloping Gertie, The World’s Largest Grasshopper 

 

     During the Dust Bowl of the 1930s, Thomas Hersey farmed on the plains surrounding Mitchell, South Dakota, and sold pro-

duce in the area and to grocers in Mitchell.  During the grasshopper plague, the voracious insects destroyed his crops.  By dis-

secting a specimen, Hersey crafted a metal grasshopper about a foot long.  Later he made the larger one (about three feet long) 

pictured above which he named “Galloping Gertie.”  He photographed Gertie, and, with his brother, Harry, a photographer, he 

made and displayed postcards.  During Corn Palace week in the autumn he charged five cents for persons to view Gertie which 

he advertised as “The World’s Largest Grasshopper.”  To enhance the exhibit, by using a squeeze-bulb, he could startle viewers 

by moving Gertie’s feelers.  The proceeds were enough to tide Thomas’ family over the winter.  A man from Florida saw Gertie, 

bought her, and commissioned Thomas to make a horsefly, a flea, a black widow spider, and a Monarch butterfly to display with 

Gertie at county fairs. 

     Thomas said it was fun to pose with the insects.  Known throughout South Dakota, he was featured on the Hobby Lobby 

Show in New York and in Life, Popular Mechanics, and Good Old Days magazines.   

     In 1974, Marion “Mick” Hersey, grandson of Thomas, reassembled the parts of a second grasshopper that he had in storage.  

This grasshopper had been in storage after having been reclaimed by Mick’s parents, William Arthur and Juanita Hersey.  They 

brought it to their home at 407 South Sanborn after the Friends of the Middle Border Museum (now Dakota Discovery Museum) 

renovated, rebuilt, and changed their exhibits.  The Herseys displayed the grasshopper in a cage in their yard on holidays.  Sadly, 

vandals stole the cage, with the grasshopper inside, and hooked it to the back of a car and dragged it down the street, totally de-

stroying that notable part of Thomas Talcott Hersey’s history.    
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Lyle’s Corner (continued from page 3) 

“Hammer & Hammer 

Pharmacists 

Mitchell Dakota” 

in raised letters.  Think about that for a moment:  Dakota 

Territory …and we believe the bottle was made shortly after 

1880 since Mr. Hammer moved up to the Mitchell site when 

he closed his Firesteel site in 1880.  He built the building that 

until recently was known as the Longhorn Bar on the north-

west corner of First Avenue and Main Street.  Because of its 

deteriorated state and unsafe condition, the City of Mitchell 

plans to tear it down.   The bottle was found several years 

ago in the walls of a home at 401 South Edmunds by Don 

Harris.  He and his wife, Norma, recently donated it to our 

collection for all to see.  Once again, this is what makes our 

efforts all worthwhile.  Come see it! 

     We have several contractors who have completed work 

by donating their services and materials for which we shall 

be eternally grateful.  Come see us and our beautiful build-

ing.  You are always welcome! 

                                       Lyle W. Swenson, President, MAHS 

MAHS Programs  (continued from page 1) 

was incredibly festive.  If you missed this special program, 

or any of the others, try to attend 2013 programs listed on 

page 12.   

     In November, Ken Stach of Letcher told about the “Postal 

History of Davison and Sanborn Counties.”  Coauthor of 

South Dakota Post Offices.  Ken, in addition to describing 

postal history and displaying old postmarked envelopes, em-

phasized strongly that the “covers” (the postmarked enve-

lopes) are of far more value – and sometimes very signifi-

cantly so – than cancelled stamps.  His advice:  Save the en-

velope in its original condition.   

     In October, Lyle Swenson, MAHS president and a master 

of show-and-tell, described the many unique and interesting 

articles he has found while going through the many years of 

The Daily Republic and its predecessors in MAHS collec-

tions.  An audience is always enthralled by Lyle’s research 

of Mitchell area history and his way of bringing long past 

happenings to vivid life. 

     September was the MAHS annual meeting which is now 

in September rather than January with the potential weather 

problems.  Robert Kolbe, antique dealer, historian, and au-

thor, spoke about “Dakota Photographers from A to Z” and 

showed slides of photos from the 19th century.  The meeting 

was held in the spacious dining room of Wesley Acres.  Gary 

Widman, pianist, played many songs of yore, and Nicole 

Fuhrer, soprano, and Lonnie Burns, pianist, presented famil-

iar songs appropriate to the era.  Ruby Tuesday catered a 

delicious dinner. 

     Corn Palace Festival in August found MAHS and MAGS 

volunteers and others producing the traditional Woolworth 

Caramel Apples at Einstein’s Costume Rentals – air condi-

tioned(!) and centrally located at 317 North Main Street.  

Brenda Olesen and Dan Hauser generously make this ideal 

comfortable space available.  MAHS also sold walking tacos 

and foot-long hotdogs.  Shared proceeds with Mitchell Main 

Street & Beyond and Hospice netted MAHS over $4,700.00 

from the five-day period of many, many hours of volunteer 

work.  Thanks to all! 

     In August, about 25 persons carpooled to Kaylor to be 

hosted by Gary Jerke of the Germans from Russia Heritage 

Society Museum.  Mr. Jerke gave a detailed history of the 

Center.  His talk was followed by fabulously delicious ku-

chen as well as coffee and lemonade.  The group then trav-

eled to the local cemetery for a demonstration of grave 

witching and found that some of the visitors could success-

fully grave witch. 

     In July, for the second year, Dr. Alan Outram from the 

University of Exeter, United Kingdom, and Dr. Adrien Han-

nus from Augustana College in Sioux Falls described their 

progress in archeological research.  Dr. Outram and Dr. Han-

nus collaborate at Mitchell’s Archeodome each summer 

when Exeter University and Augustana students dig at the 

Lake Mitchell site.  MAHS is fortunate to have as speakers 

these internationally respected archeologists.            

FYI:  Two Facebook Pages about Mitchell’s History 

     If you are interested in Facebook to learn about Mitchell’s 

history, consider these pages:  “Carnegie Resource Center of 

Mitchell, SD” and “You know you grew up in Mitchell if…”  

Share your memories on both pages and, particularly if you 

have a question, access the Carnegie page to seek an answer.  

The Carnegie page posts the “Back in Time” segment used in 

The Daily Republic each week and also posts coming events 

for  MAGS and MAHS. 

     Ann Renli administers the “You know…” page and Rick 

Geyerman administers the “Carnegie” page. 

     The “You know…” page has 1,405 members, many of 

whom no longer live in Mitchell, and the “Carnegie” page, 

launched in 2010, has 368 members. 

We’re Aging Very Healthfully 

     In 2013, the Carnegie Library building, which was dedi-

cated in 1903, will be 110 years old.  In 2013, MAHS will be 

25 years old.  And, in 2013, MAGS will be 38 years old.  

Let’s celebrate! 

     Philanthropist Andrew Carnegie donated $12,000 for con-

struction of the building which was Mitchell’s Public Library 

until 1972 and then served as the Oscar Howe Art Center.  

The City of Mitchell sold the building and land to MAHS for 

one dollar in 2006.  MAGS shares the building with MAHS.  

Together, the two organizations have spent over $200,000 to 

preserve the building which is on the National Register of 

Historic Places.  As the CRC, it now houses valuable infor-

mation about  Mitchell Area history and genealogy.   

     MAHS founding members – Lyle Swenson, Jim Hunt, 

and Dorothy Malde – are still doing well.  Sadly, Clyde 

Goin, another MAHS founding member, passed away in 

2010.   



MAHS Members – 2012 and 

through February 16, 2013 

& = 2012 member, # = 2013 member, 

* = 2012 and/or 2013 donation 

John and Constance Ackerman &# 

Jon Airhart & 

Lee Anderson &#* 

Stella Ramos Angelucci &# 

Joel and Sandra Baier &# 

David Bale # 

Steve Bamberg # 

Ellen Jo Baron &* 

Keith and Glynn Bartels &#*  

Robert and Gladys Bassett # 

John Bauman &#* 

Bertha Beatch &#  

Harvey and Sharon Beedle &* 

Marjorie Bertsch &# 

George and Michele Bittner #* 

Boyd and Evelyn Blumer &  

Michael Bollinger &#* 

Gary and Jan Bowar &#*  

Don Boyden &#* 

Dan Boyle # 

Bob Brady &#* 

Bob Breer # 

Phil Breidenbach #* 

Dale E. Brick &# 

Sherri Brummett & 

Britt Bruner & 

R. Dennis and Zelma Buchholz &# 

Zelma F. Bucholz & 

Evelyn Buckley &#  

Ryan and Stacy Buckley &# * 

Florence Kimball Burau &#* 

Douglas and Bonnie Carlson &#* 

Pat Bellinghiere Carr &#* 

Marlyn and Corinne Christensen & 

Alice Claggett &#* 

Pat and Bobbie Clark &#* 

Terry Clark & 

Sharon Clunk &# 

Carla Cooper &#* 

Ken and Valerie Cox &* 

Rosy Cox &#* 

Kathryn C. Crockett &#* 

Glenn and Norma Cunningham &#* 

Jerry and Carolyn Damon # 

Charles and Susan Deter &*  

Tom and Charlys Dice &#*  

Dennis and Pat Dicus &#* 

June Danforth Downs &# 

Katherine Drew &* 

James V. Ellwein &# 

John J. (Jay) Fernholz # 

Christian and Carole Festvog &#* 

Dean Fitzler # 

Ernest Frey & 

Ronald Fuchs & # 

Jerry and Laurie Garry &#* 

Ron and Sheilah Gates # 

Jarold and Jeanette Gebel &# 

Jean Geyerman &#* 

Rick Geyerman &# 

Rev. Loren and Helen (Hersey) Gisselbeck # 

Pamela Gladney & 

Richard and Patricia Goldammer # 

Reva G. Gregg &# 

Jeff D. Hansen &  

Milton and Marjorie Hanson &#* 

Gayle E. Harmon &* 

Donald F. and Norma Harris & 

Mary Hase #* 

Bonnie Hatzenbuhler # 

Ed and Lynette Higgins &# 

Dale and Marla Holm #* 

LouOra Houk &* 

James and Gerry Hunt &# 

Ron and Eleanor Jenkins &* 

Dusty and Jacquelyn Johnson & 

Gary D. Johnson &#* 

Lisa L. Johnson &*  

Thomas J. A. Jones #* 

David and Karen Jorgenson &#* 

Paul and Linda Kaus # 

James and Carol Kenton &#* 

Daryl and Velda Kilstrom # 

Gary L. Korzan & 

Steve Kracht # 

Deanna Kurtenbach # 

Donna Lang & 

Laurie Langland &#* 

Juanita G. Larson & 

Ross and Caroline Lee &#*  

Paul and Fredda Lesser &#* 

Dale and Sheila Letcher &* 

Rollie and Ella Loon #* 

Jerry and MaryAnn Lulewicz &#* 

Troy J. Magnuson & 

John Magstadt &# 

Dorothy Malde &# 

Richard and Lucinda (Weller) 

   Marcello &#* 

Tom and Roberta McEntee & 

Mildred McGrew &#* 

Barbara (Bruske) Mecham #* 

Louise Metz &#* 

John and Pam Miedema #* 

Elaine (Ramos) Mihalareas & 

Patricia K. Miller &*  

Vivian Miller &#* 

Ralph Minehart &* 

Dave Mitchell #* 

Bill and Janese Montgomery &# 

Jim Muchmore & 

Janet Harmon Murphy &# 

Harold and Beverly Nearhood & 

Dennis and Beth Nemmers &#* 

Luvern and Elaine Neugebauer # 

Jackie Newell &* 

Jerry and Charlotte Nicholson &* 

Charlotte Nicholson #* 

Pat and Patty O’Connor #* 

Loyd and Maxine Oleson & 

David Palmer & 

Doug Papendick # 

Gene and Mary Paradeis &# 

Jerry and Ruby Pattison &#* 

Norman and Faye Pearson &# 

Harlan and Carol Phinney & 

Gordon R. and Betty J. Plowe &# 

Beverly Pooley # 

Mel and Karen Pooley &# 

Gary and Ruth Ann Powers # 

Georgia Ramos #&* 

Dean Randall & 

Pam Range &# 

Paul and Tamie Reiland #* 

Betty Roby &# 

John and Mary Roeder &# 

Ronald M. and Betty Ross &#* 

Letha B. Rowley &# 

Cynthia Elyce Rubin &#* 

Bill and Ila Rumbolz # 

Annika Russell &# 

Sharon (Walz) Ryan &# 

Dorothy A. Sattler &#* 

Doris Schaffer #* 

Ron Schmierer &#* 

Bernie and Maxine Schmucker &* 

Mary Schneider & 

Ruth M. Sejnoha &  

Jerry and Joanne Shaw &# 

Andrea Sindt & 

Mildred Skogmo # 

Lana J. Spalding # 

Richard and Reva Stedman &* 

Rolland and Sandy Steinberg # 

Jane A. Stone #& 

Wayne and Myrna Stone &#* 

Dean V. Strand &#* 

Helen A. Strong & 

Jim Strong &# 

Randy and Jane Strong & 

Gaylord D. and Mary Stumm # 

Donald H. Swanson &#  

Lyle and Irene Swenson &#* 

Shirley Tanner &#  

Dale and Ruth Thomas # 

Delores A. Robertson Thomas & 

Perry G. Thompson #* 

Evelyn Thompson #* 

Bart Thune #* 

Delbert and Margaret Toben &# 

Lois Loon Topping &#* 

Kathryn Tupper & 

Marilyn K. (Stumm) Valberg &# 

Dick Vance & 

Larry and Ruth VanNatta &#* 

Donna Van Overschelde # 

Peggy Wall & 

Donna Weiland &#* 

Richard F. Weller &#* 

William and Suszanne Weller & 

Jim and Mary Willems &# 

Donna Wold &# 

Paul and Sheron Wolf &* 

David Wright & 

Margaret A. Zard &* 

 

MAHS Life Memberships 

Kenneth, Sr. and Gladys Baldwin &#  

Dean and Rita Sorenson Charitable Fund of the  

   Sioux Falls Area Community Foundation &#* 

 

MAHS Corporate Memberships 

Bailey Metal Fabricators, Inc. #  

John W. Claggett #  

Iverson Chrysler Center #  

 

Donors – 2012 and/or 2013 

Adventure Caravans 

Anonymous (four) 

Harold “Corky” Atkinson 

Norma Cameron 

Deb Cap 

Keith and Kathleen Carlson 

H. Richard Christopher 

Ralph Dickinson 

Doug Fickbohm 

Ronald and Nola Freyer 

Mary E. (Chandley) Gerull 

Mary L. Gillaspy 

Pat Hetland Family Foundation 

Ethel Hughes 

Doris Jamison 

Freda Johnson 

Wilford and Jean Johnson 

Wayne and Connie Laird 

Don Lillibridge 

Janet Martin 

Mitchell Area Genealogical Society 

Methodist Hospital Nurses Association 

Mitchell High School Class of 1962 

Muth Electric, Inc. 

John Niehart 

Harlan and Jan Quenzer 

Carol Ragle, D.O.M. 

John and Debra Scott 

Dean and Rita Sorenson 

Darrell and Janis Test  

Thrivent Financial  

Gary Widman 

Marv Widman 
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MAHS Memorial Donations  

2012 and 2013 

 

 Annie Asher 

    Lyle and Irene Swenson 

 

 Joe and Doris Bowar 

     Gary and Jan Bowar 

 

 Betty Ann Carr Cashman 

     Pat Bellinghiere Carr 

 

 Gerald Hatzenbuhler 

     Bonnie Hatzenbuhler 

     Lyle and Irene Swenson 

 

 Dwain Johnson 

    Kathryn C. Crockett 

 

 Rick Mentele 

    Mary Mentele 

    Sue Mentele 

    John and Brenda Weisser 

 

 Jerry Nicholson 

     Janice Ebersdorfer 

     Irvine and Jean King 

     Nellie L. King and  

            Mary Ellen Jepson 

     Ross and Caroline Lee  

            and son 

     Donna Nicholson Family 

     Lyle and Irene Swenson 

 

 Corinne Weller Ragle 

    Barbara Clements 

    Kathryn C. Crockett 

    Carol Ragle, D.O.M. 

 

 Gladys Scott  

    Wallace Scott 

 

 Sherrill Swenson 

     Sharon Clunk 

 

 Anna M. Sadler Winters 

     Carol Jane Morgan 

 

 

Endowment Donation (Preliminary) 

      William A. and Suszanne Weller* 

 

 

Elevator Donations 

Marv and Gary Widman and Doris     

    Jamison 

 

 

 

MAHS  Honorary Donations  

2012 and 2013 

 

 Lyle W. Swenson 

    Julie, Adam, and Kaela    

  Swenson 

 

 Kathryn Crockett 

    Ryan and Stacy Buckley 

 

 Mel Pooley 

     Kim Nedved 

    

 

In Memoriam 

 

     Annie Asher 

     Milton “Bud” Albertz 

     Arlene Gates 

     LaVay Godber 

     Gerald Hatzenbuhler 

     Dwain Johnson 

     Emma Krimbill 

     Don Lillibridge 

     Ann Mitchell 

     Jerry Nicholson 

     Margaret Quintal 

     Gladys Scott   

     Jane Strong 

     Sherrill Swenson 

     Elanora Welch 

     Margaret K. Zard 

 

 

MAGS Members – 2012 and 2013 

# indicates 2013 dues payments  

received  through 

 February 18, 2013 

Airhart, Jon 

Angelucci, Stella 

Baier, Joel and Sandra # 

Bartels, Keith and Glynn # 

Bauman, John # 

Blumer, Boyd and Evelyn 

Bosma, Anna Marie # 

Breer, Bob # 

Brick, Dale # 

Bruner, Britt 

Buchholz, Dennis and Zelma # 

Buckley, Ryan and Stacy # 

Burau, Florence # 

Christensen, Marlyn & Corinne 

Crockett, Kathryn 

Clunk, Sharon # 

Davis, Earl # 

Deter, Charles and Susan 

Dice, Tom # 

Ellwein, James V. # 

Finney, Cheryl # 

Fuchs,  Ron # 

Gates, Ron and Sheilah # 

George, Megan # 

Goldammer, Richard and Patricia # 

Gregg, Reva G. # 

Higgins, Lynette  # 

Hunt, Jim and Gerry # 

Johnson, Lisa L. 

Johnson, Dusty and Jacquelyn 

Jones, Thomas # 

Juntunen, Roger 

Kaus, Paul and Linda # 

Kline, Lois 

Larson, Juanita G. 

Marcello, Richard and Lucinda # 

Miller, Patricia K. 

Miller, Vivian # 

Montgomery, Bill and Janese # 

Murphy, Janet Harmon 

Nemmers, Dennis and Beth # 

Peters, Janice # 

Pooley, Mel and Karen # 

Ramos, Georgia # 

Range, Pam # 

Roby, Betty 

Schneider, Mary 

Scott, John and Deb 

Sejnoha, Ruth M. 

Sindt, Andrea # 

Sindt, Austin # 

Stumm, Gaylord # 

Swanson, Donald # 

Swenson, Lyle and Irene # 

Thomas, Dale and Ruth 

Thomas, Delores A. Robertson 

Valberg, Marilyn # 

Van Overschelde, Donna # 

Weber, Bonnie 

Weiland, Donna # 

Weller, Richard F. # 

Weller, William & Suzanne 

Wieczorek, James # 

Wolf, Paul & Sheron 

Zard, Margaret A. 

 

 

MAGS corrections: Call 605-996-3209 

MAHS corrections:  Call 605-996-2723 

 

Thank You!   
    In May 2006 when MAHS became 

owner of the former Carnegie Library, 

MAHS had 30 members and MAGS had 

17.  We are so grateful for the support of 

all of you listed on these pages. 

             Lyle Swenson and Andrea Sindt 
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Database and Map of Burials at Davison County Cemeteries 

     Andie Sindt, a long-time genealogical researcher and president of MAGS, with Becky Handrahan, sexton of Mitchell’s Graceland 

Cemetery, has established a database of the burial sites in the cemeteries located in Davison County.  Included are over 15,000 photo-

graphs of gravestones taken by Andie.  Becky has almost completed entering the information, and, where the information is available, 

she has updated and verified file information that conflicts with that on the gravestones.  Andie’s and Becky’s work is a major contri-

bution to the genealogy database of Davison County. 

     The information in the database for Graceland, the American Legion, and the Servicemen’s cemeteries includes surname, first 

name, middle name, age, death date, and burial date.  A photo of each gravestone is available.  To request any of this data or a photo, 

contact Andie at dakotagram4u@yahoo.com or 933-0823. 

      Below is a list of information about cemeteries in Davison County.  On the facing page is a map showing the sites of those cemeter-

ies.  MAGS members prepared the map in the 1980s.  In 2011, MAGS members, James Hunt and Andie Sindt, compiled the list of data 

which is printed below. 

MAGS  2013 Program Schedule  
January 7 – Jackie Hess, Library Director, Mitchell Public  

      Library.  Meet at the Mitchell Public Library. 

February 4 – Marti Bobertz. “Secrets to Busting through Brick 

        Walls” 

March 4 – Richard Stedman, Photographer. “Scanning Your 

     Photos” 

April 1 – Jane Healy, Electronic Resources Coordinator, East 

  River, SDSHS. “State Library Digital Collections” 

May 6 – Phyllis Knutson,. “Scandinavian Research” 

June 3 – Virginia Hanson, SDSHS Archivist. 

July 8 – Anna Marie Bosma. “Germanic Research” 

August 5 – Deb Young, Register of Deeds, Davison County. 

September 9 – Gary Jerke, President, South Dakota  

           Germans from Russia Society. 

October 7 – Laurie Langland, Archivist, Dakota Wesleyan 

      University and Methodist Conference. 

November 4 – Members are asked to bring  an item to 

                        share. 

December – No meeting. 

Genealogy Corner (continued from page 1) 

 Range.  Program committee members are Bonnie Weber, Pam 

Range, and Anna Marie Bosma.  If you want to present a pro-

gram or suggest one, please let them know. 

     The October meeting began at Graceland Cemetery to prac-

tice grave-witching since there were some skeptics after the 

Kaylor adventure.  The regular meeting followed at the CRC, 

after which we enjoyed a grave-witching and a witch’s hat con-

test, both with prizes. 

     At the November meeting the program committee presented 

a schedule of interesting topics for 2013.  A big thank-you to 

Pam for putting together a great membership booklet.   Begin-

ning in January 2013, meetings will be monthly at the CRC on 

the first Monday with the business meeting at 5:30 p.m. and the 

featured speaker at 7:00 p.m. 

     Thanks to you who have supported MAGS as members this 

past year, and to those who have already paid their 2013 dues.  

A one-year membership is $10 for an individual and $15 for a 

family. 

                       Andie Sindt, President MAGS 

     

M

i

mailto:dakotagram4u@yahoo.com
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1.   Perry Township                6.    New Home Lutheran    12.  Union Township 

2.   Graceland, Calvary,                 7.    Lisbon Township    13.   Nicolaisen Family 

      American Legion, and                 8.    Ethan Catholic and Methodist   14.   Friends 

      Servicemen’s Memorial  9.    Emsley Catholic    15.   Mt. Vernon City 

3.   Sunset Memorial   10.  Church of God    16.   Immanual Lutheran 

4.   Holiness    11.   Zion Lutheran    17.   Victor Lutheran 

5.   Prospect Point   
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Interstate Café 

 

     CRC hardworking, hands-on volunteers meet monthly at Jon Airhart’s Fanny Horner’s Eating Establishment at 1619 North 

Main Street to discuss thoroughly the many nitty-gritty topics that require decisions about operations and maintenance of the 

CRC.  At these meetings, Lyle Swenson usually presents some show-and-tell items that he has received or that have surfaced 

from files.  At the January 3, 2013, meeting he displayed an original menu for the Interstate Café  which was located in the cen-

ter section of the old Milwaukee Depot at the south end of Mitchell’s Main Street.  According to several Polk Directories, the 

café was apparently owned and operated by the Interstate Company.  The eatery was open from 1923 to at least 1950 according 

to the 1950 Polk Directory.  Unfortunately, MAHS does not have a 1951 or 1952 Polk Directory for Mitchell.  Since the 1953 

Polk Directory does not list the Interstate Company, Lyle can only assume that the café closed in 1951 or 1952.  As he says, the 

name “Interstate” probably reflected the fact that the Chicago, Milwaukee, and St. Paul Railroad Company (Milwaukee Road) 

crossed state boundaries.  Not until later in the 1960s was Eisenhower’s interstate highway program completed.  When Lyle gets 

to 1951 and 1952 in his ongoing research of The Daily Republic newspaper files, he may find information about when this res-

taurant located in the Milwaukee depot closed.  Thankfully, the building, beautifully preserved, still exists as The Depot, the 

restaurant owned and operated by John Foster, at 210 South Main Street. 

Locations of the Mitchell YWCA 

 

     An article discovered by Lyle Swenson in the October 4, 1944, The Daily Republic, reported that the YWCA building at 205 

East Fourth Avenue had been sold to the Assembly of God which planned to move the structure to another location where it 

would be used as a church.  Walter J. Dixon, owner of the Lawler Hotel, purchased the lot to use for expansion of the hotel. 

     According to the article, the YWCA building was among the first to be erected in Mitchell.  Built in 1882 by the late L. E. 

Beckwith, it was there that his children, Louis and Mrs. E. O. (Grace) Walrath, were born.  The house was later purchased by 

George E. Foster.  In 1920 the YWCA became owner. 

     In the week of October 4, 1944, the YWCA, to serve as temporary headquarters,  moved to the second floor of the First Trust 

and Savings Bank building at 121 North Main Street.  The YMCA had leased the building and occupied the first floor. 

     In later years the YWCA has been located at other locations:  the Wells home at 201 West Third Avenue, at 119 West Third 

Avenue (the former Carnegie Library - now CRC), 106 East Fourth Avenue, and now at 1109 North Main Street. 

At lower left is inscribed “C.M. & St. P., Mitchell, S.D.” on this photo of the Chicago, Milwaukee, and St. Paul Railroad depot 

in Mitchell where the Interstate Café was located .  The view is from the southeast. The photographer and date are unknown. 



December 2012 Newsletter 

The Carnegie Resource Center is open 

  Monday through Saturday, 1:00 - 5:00 p.m. 

Call 605.996.3209 for additional times. 

The Carnegie Courier 
Newsletter of the Mitchell Area Historical 

& Genealogical Societies 

119 West Third Avenue 

PO Box 263 

Mitchell, SD 57301 

 

Return Service Requested 

MAHS 2013 Program Meetings - third Monday, 7:00 p.m.  

   at the CRC, 119 West Third Avenue, Mitchell, S.D.  

     
Jan. 21  Dr. Robert Duffet, president. Dakota Wesleyan 

              University.  “The History of DWU.” 

 

Feb. 18  Boy Scout leaders and Boy Scouts. “The History of the 

  Boy Scouts in Mitchell.”  
 
March 18  Roger Musick, president, Innovative Systems. 

        “The History of Innovative Systems.” 

 

April 15  Ken Stach, coauthor of South Dakota Post Offices. 

     “The Postal History of South Dakota Territorial Forts.” 

 

May 20  Wallace Scott, founder of Scott Supply. 

     “The History of Scott Supply.” 

 

June 17  Meet at 5:30 p.m. at the CRC to carpool to 

     Graceland Cemetery for a grave-witching  

  demonstration.   Welcome and information by Becky  

  Handrahan, sexton of Graceland Cemetery. 
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