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Crockett
teaches Lions
how to win
By TIM HOSTETTER
Sports Writer
When Jeff Crockett accepted the
head football coaching job at Minneapolis two years ago, he was taking on one of the biggest challenges
in the state.
But that didn't bother the young,
enthusiastic Crockett. He had learned his trade playing two years of
football at Missouri Western State
College before coaching as an assistant at Maysville High School in
Missouri. He wanted his first head
coaching job to be a rebuilding job.
"It was an ideal situation for
me," Crockett said. "I wanted to
build my own program. I had nothing to lose by coming here because
they hadn't won in years."
Crockett inherited a Minneapolis
football program which had gone
just 5-31 in the previous four years.
The building looked to be locked
into a long-term contract.
But Crockett and his assistants,
MiLe Lott and J.D. Gallion, didn't
think so when he evaluated their
squad. Crockett saw talent. Talent
that could win if it knew how.

Previous winners
1977 — Ed Buller. Clifton-Clyde; Clayton
Williams. Beloit
1978 — Paul Dennis, Abilene
1979 — Jon Bingesser, Sacred Heart
1980 — Larry Friend. Plainville
1981 — Robert Teeter. Victoria
1982 — Roger Barta, Smith Center
1983 — David Johnson. Osborne
1984 — Jett Crockett, Minneapolis

Townspeople would have laughed if
they had known Crockett's
thoughts.
"That's the key," Crockett said,
"...knowing how to win. These kids
didn't know how. Against Belleville
and Beloit last year, we were ahead
and should have won, but the kids
just didn't know how to go on and
win. They were thinking of ways to
lose it, and we did."
Crockett's first Minneapolis team
went 3-6, including a momentumbuilding 7-6 win over Riley County
to close out the season. Three wins
were good for the Lions, considering past. But Crockett knew his
players had more in them.
"After the season before, I
thought we had accomplished some
goals. The kids played hard, made
good tackles and scored in every
game," Crockett said. "With 12
starters back, I thought this team
could be the Cinderella team of the
NCAA. It would take hard work,
though."
Work is what Crockett demanded.
It was the kind of work that Minneapolis kids hadn't been accustomed to, but they quickly saw
Crockett's desire for them to win
and soon gave their head coach the
respect he had aimed for. Goofing
off was out.
"The only way for me to gain
their respect is for me to show them
that I respect them. They saw that I
did and played their hearts out,"
Crockett said.
Tom Dorsey
Crockett not only got a hearty 8-2
Members of the 1984 All-Area football team are (front row, left to right) Gary Col- mecnik, Bennington; Roger Laubengayer, Ellsworth. (Back row, left to right)
record and a trip to the state playson, Mankato; Mike Palmer, Abilene. (Middle row, left to right) Chuck Knapp, Coach of the Year Jeff Crockett, Minneapolis; Rod Chard, Plainville; Dan
offs from his supposedly inferior
Concordia; Alan Heigele, Clay Center; Maurice Henry, Salina Central; Monty Za- McCandless, Solomon; Duane Charbonneau, Clifton-Clyde; Joe Hoffman, Hays.
team, but is also this year's Salina
Journal's football Area Coach of the
Year.
"I never thought much about any
coach of the year honors, but I'm
very honored considering all the excellent coaches who have coached a
long time in the area," Crockett
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