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Founded 1911 

Website: www.rpsct.org  

The RPSCT meets on the 2nd and 4th Mondays of each month except December (2nd only) at 8pm at the 

Athenaeum  

154 Campground Rd, Newlands 

Members please note subscriptions are now payable  and on 1 February 

will be overdue  

Contents of Newsletter no 1 of 2018 

Notices 

¶ Dates to diarise: Forthcoming meetings: on 12 and 26 February 2018  

¶ Land Speed record attempt at Verneukpan remembered 

¶ Accounts of recent meetings  

¶ Syllabus for 2018/2019 

     

1. Dates to diarise: Forthcoming meetings  

12 February 2018: collections of the Rhodesias & Nyasaland/Zimbabwe, Malawi & 

Zambia. The Rhodesia Study Circle (Cape Town Chapter) will exhibit material 

ÍÙÖÔɯÔÌÔÉÌÙÚɀɯwill be a rare opportunity to see material from Cape Town 

collectors of the Rhodesias & Nyasaland and Zimbabwe, Zambia and Malawi. 

#ÖÕɀÛɯÔÐÚÚɯÛÏÐÚɯÌÝÌÕÐÕÎ.   

26 February 2018: Jacob Cup Four invited exhibits from those shown in 2017 will 

be shown on 26 February  2018 competing for the Jacob Cup. These will be among 

the best of 2107, and well worth seeing again.  
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2. Land Speed record attempt at Verneukpan remembered  

 

Local media have reported that Bloodhound SSC will attempt to break the 

1600km/hour barrier and set a new world land speed record at Hakskeen Pan in 

the Kalahari in October/November 2018.  Andy Green will attempt to drive the 

Bloodhound at a speed of 1 000mph (1 600km/h)  to better his current world land 

speed record of 763mph he set in 1998. The attempt will attract tourists to this 

ÚÛÙÐ×ɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯ*ÈÓÈÏÈÙÐȮɯÈÚɯ,ÈÓÊÖÓÔɯ"ÈÔ×ÉÌÓÓɀÚɯ!ÓÜÌÉÐÙËɯÈÛÛÌÔ×ÛɯËÐËɯÈÛɯÛÏÌɯnearby 

Verneuk Pan in February to April 1929. That  attempt left behind philatelic traces, 

as a special post office was opened to allow the press reports to be sent by 

telegram and post. Reisner1 gives details of the office and the three relief type 

date stamps used for the special post office set up to support the attempt; of 

these the first. Two members of the RPSCT, the late Len van der Kar and the late 

Alicia Wannerton , had the key Verneuk Pan items in their collections, but the 

current whereabouts of these rarities is not known.   

 

 
 

 

                                                           
1 The Special and Commemorative Postmarks, Cachets and Covers of South Africa, 1892 ς 1975, 
by Hasso O Reisener, pp21,22 

Right 

wŜƛǎŜƴŜǊΩǎ listing of the 

special Verneukpan date 

stamps. 

wŜƛǎƴŜǊΩǎ Ǿŀƭǳŀǘƛƻƴǎ όмфтрύ 

were based on 1 point was 

Ŝǉǳŀƭ ǘƻ άнп ŎŜƴǘǎ ό{ƻǳǘƘ 

African), 15 pence (UK) and 

олŎŜƴǘǎ ό¦{ύέΦ ¢ƘŜ ǇŜƴŎƛƭŜŘ 

a=changes are those made 

by Ralph Putzel when he 

produced the 2nd edition of 

the book in 1978. 
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3. Accounts of  recent meetings 

 

8 January 2018: Some universities  of the world and their stories  

Hugh AmooreɀÚɯËÐÚ×ÓÈàɯÞÈÚɯÉÈÚÌËɯÖÕɯÛÏÌɯÖ×ÌÕɯÊÓÈÚÚɯÊÖÕÊÌ×ÛɯÈÕËɯÊÖÔÉÐÕÌËɯ

philatelic material with postcards and university -related ephemera in 16 frames.    

 

The display attempted to give the barest outline aspects of university history and 

the history of individual institutions. The university as we know  ow it in the 21 st 

century began at Bologna, which in 1988 celebrated its 900th anniversary . 

 

 
 

UNESCO, however, recognises the University of Al Quaraoiuyne, founded by 

Fatima al Fihri in 859 CE, and for much of its existence a madrasa (and to which 

even now an admission requirement is the ability to recite the Koran) as the 

ÞÖÙÓËɀÚɯoldest university.  As shown below, those who worked there included the 

geographer Muhammed as Idrisi (1100- 1165 CE0 and Maimonides (1135- 1204 

CE).  
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Among the early European universities  represented in the display was 

Heidelberg, where postmarks noted its 550th, 575th and 600th anniversaries in 

1936, 1961 and 1986. 

 

 



RPSCT Newsletter No 1/2018 

 

5 
 

 

 

 

The following page ( reproduced in landscape -  much of the display was on A3 pages, 

which the exhibitor believes lend themselves to open class displays) attempted to 

outline the turbulence through which the Humboldt University of Berlin  has gone 

since  

 

1. Its establishment, with Wilhelm v on Humboldt at the helm, in 1810 as the 

Friedrich 6ÐÓÏÌÓÔɀÚ University of Berlin (where Von Humboldt laid the 

foundations for the research universi ties of the world);  

2. The period of Nazification in the 1930s - during which the University saw the 

notorious burning of books, and the expulsion of Jews (and the departure of 

figures such as Einstein); 

3. The communist period from 1946, when the University was renamed Von 

Humboldt (an inspired compromise choice of name) but increasingly came 

under Party domination and the control of the Stasi (such that a new university 

was founded in West Berlin named the Free University ɬ not because of 

#FeesMustFall /fee policy but because it was to be free from ideological control); 

and  

4. The University post the fall of the wall (#TheWallMustFall!) where the 

rejuvenated Univers ity rapidly took its place among the leading universi ties of 

the world.  

As was the case throughout the display the page on the Von Humboldt University 

combined postcards (two of the three being undivided backs) with philatelic material.  
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Any display of university material must include college stamps. All the Oxford and 

Cambridge colleges were represented. The following page included two of the 

Merton  rarities, the ½d milky blue and a mint postal card where fewer  than 20 copies 

are believed  to have survived.  

 
 

 

The following page showed examples from t wo Cambridge Colleges: Selwyn, 

anËɯ2Ûɯ)ÖÏÕɀÚȭ 


