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Letter From the President
Peggy Pennington

Happy Summer Break GAMbit Readers!
 
I love this opportunity to share with you all the exciting things that have been
going on and are coming up.  We have a great group of individuals that volunteer
their time to serve on the board.  They have been working hard this past year. 
 
Missouri Scholars Academy
A special opportunity that I had this summer was to visit with a select group of
students at the Missouri Scholars Academy on the Mizzou campus.  I have had
the opportunity to visit the Scholars Academy a few times and I am always
impressed with the group of talented and focused rising high school juniors that
are chosen to attend.  Funding for the Missouri Scholars Academy through the
Missouri Legislature is one of the Gifted Association of Missouri’s special
projects.  In the past, students were able to attend the Missouri Scholars
Academy without any cost.   Recently funding has been cut for the Academy with
the threat of being completely eliminated.  When the Academy was fully funded,
it allowed students from all socioeconomic groups to attend.   In this edition of
the GAMbit, you will read about one student’s experiences at the Missouri
Scholars Academy.  Every time I get to interact with the students at MSA or get
to talk with a student about how MSA positively affected their life, my energy to
support MSA gets renewed.  Check out her article. 
 
Gifted Association of Missouri Conference on Gifted Education 2019
I am so excited about the upcoming conference in October.  It will be held
October 11-12 at Ritenour High School in St. Louis.  We have a great lineup of
speakers and session.  Our featured speakers will be Brian Stack (author of
Breaking with Tradition:  The Shift to Competency-Based Education), Dr. Donna
Ford (Professor at Vanderbilt University with expertise in equity in gifted
education), Dr. Thomas Hébert (Professor at the University of South Carolina
with expertise in social and emotional development of gifted students, equity
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in gifted education, and issues faced by gifted boys), and Karen Brown, a gifted
education consultant.  
 
The conference will have sessions on topics covering issues such as
social/emotional issues, technology/robotics, 2E students, and teaching units that
you can take back and use in your classroom.  Even though regular education
teachers are always welcome and encouraged to attend our conference, this
would be a particularly great year for those teachers to attend.  I can’t wait to see
you all there! 
 
Being A Member
I would like to leave you with the knowledge that our members are important. 
Some of our members get involved and organize events like the ones that I just
wrote about.  Other members attend our events or just support our cause, but
each and every member is important.  Every member gives our organization more
voice and more support.  RIght now gifted education needs our support.  When I
first started teaching gifted classes in 2005, school districts in the State of
Missouri with State-Approved Gifted Programs received funds specifically ear-
marked for gifted programs.  For the 2006-2007 those funds were still given to the
schools, but were rolled into the Foundation Formula that allowed the school
districts to spend those funds on other programs.  In the 2005-2006 school year
there were 295 school districts with gifted programs.  Since the change in funding
that number has fallen to 204 districts in the 2015-2016 school year.  Gifted
students need our support.
 
Who can be a member?  Anyone that would like to support gifted students in the
state is welcome to join us.  We have individuals that are teachers, parents,
administrators, therapists, and gifted individuals.  We would be happy to have you
join us.  Go to www.mogam.org to find the link to join. 
 
Have a great rest of the summer!
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GAM Handbook Updated & Available
The handbook Understanding and Challenging the Gifted

and Talented has been updated, printed, and is now

available for purchase. The booklet is a quick 27-page

guide to gifted issues ranging from characteristics to

program options to summer learning opportunities. It is a

great resource to share with parents, administrators, and

anyone that is involved with gifted students. The books

sell for $2 each with shipping extra.

 

Contact Sue Peters to get yours today.

suepeters16@gmail.com
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GAM End of Session Report
Kyna Iman

During 2019 Legislative Session, the Gifted Association of Missouri (GAM)
advocated for passage of House Bill 112, sponsored by Rep. Chrissy Sommer. 
House Bill 112 would require all school districts in Missouri to establish and
provide a state-approved gifted program if 3% or more of the students are
determined to be gifted.  Districts with average daily attendance of 350 or fewer
students are not required to have a teacher certificated to teach gifted education,
but any teacher without a gifted-teaching certificate must participate in six hours
per year of professional development regarding gifted services. Although the
legislation overwhelmingly passed the House of Representatives, and had a
hearing for the first time in the Senate, time ran out before the legislation could
advance to final passage in the Senate.
 
GAM has actively supported the needs of high-ability and high-potential learners
in Missouri since 1980.  We provide teacher training, curriculum development,
parent support, regional seminars and workshops, scholarships, student
competitions, and awards. 
 
The current definition of gifted, which is located in the Elementary and
Secondary Education Act, is:  Students, children, or youth who give evidence of
high achievement capability in areas such as intellectual, creative, artistic, or
leadership capacity, or in specific academic fields, and who need services and
activities not ordinarily provided by the school in order to fully develop those
capabilities. GAM continues to educate legislators to elevate gifted education in
our state to the highly-respected and strongly-supported position gifted education
enjoys in our neighboring states, e.g. Arkansas, Iowa, Kentucky.  Missouri’s
brightest students – creative, intelligent, persistent, and successful problem-
solvers are key players in our state’s economic future.  We must challenge them
appropriately.
 
Please contact your State Representative and State Senator during the Interim 
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to encourage them to support educational measures for Missouri’s exceptionally-
able and high-potential students.
 
HOW YOU CAN HELP ADVOCATE:  Please thank your State Representative for
voting to support gifted education.  GAM needs more Senate sponsors to support
our proposed legislation.  Senator Denny Hoskins, R-Warrensburg, agreed to
sponsor the legislation in the Senate, after the bill passed the House. Invite your
State Senator to your classroom and show them the wonderful educational
opportunities you are providing Missouri’s best and brightest students.
 
Go to https://www.senate.mo.gov/LegisLookup/Default.aspx for contact
information on your Legislators.
 
If you have questions, please contact Kyna Iman at kynaiman@earthlink.net 
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Parent of a Gi�ted Child?

Visit www.mogam.org/parents.html for special resources, links, and a point-by-
point guide to setting up a gifted education parent group at your child's school.

 
Also, be sure to attend this year's GAM Conference for plenty of great sessions

on nurturing your child's intellectual, creative, and social-emotional needs.
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Check out the Awards and Scholarships page at mogam.org for full

details and application information regarding the following.

The Dede Smith Friend of Gifted Award - To recognize legislators, elected
officials, administrators, counselors, regular classroom teachers, those in
media, business persons, and mentors for outstanding contributions to gifted
education.
 
The Delma Johnson Outstanding Educator of Gifted Award - To recognize
teachers, coordinators, and college professors directly involved with gifted
students or teachers of the gifted.
 
The Norine Kerber Parent of Gifted Award - To recognize parents, step-
parents, and guardians of a gifted child for outstanding contributions to gifted
education.
 
The Bob Roach Scholarship for New Teachers, Sponsored by Drury
University - To promote the certification of new teachers in the field of gifted
education.

Submission deadlines are September 1st
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I Knew MSA Was Where I Belonged
Clara Haverstic 

Searching for a place to belong is a frequent issue among gifted teenagers.
We’re forced into a school we didn’t choose, with a class of age mates
seemingly chosen at random. If you’re lucky, you find a group of friends you can
stick with. If you’re not lucky, you get four years of loneliness and isolation. I was
on the unlucky side. I didn’t connect easily to my peers, and my class schedule
kept me away from the friends I did have. At the end of my sophomore year, I
was lost, alone, and only halfway done with high school.
 
Missouri Scholars Academy changed that. I knew MSA was where I belonged on
my very first day when I sat down at a breakfast table of strangers, and had a
conversation about the superior writing utensil (Pilot G2 07 pens, for the record).
It doesn’t seem like much, but I’d never had anyone in my life with the same
niche interests and conversational energy. These people were just like me-
weird, intelligent, and looking for a place to belong. Inside the classroom was a
similar story. I had been reluctant to take the Shakespeare class, saying I’d read
Shakespeare in school, and I’d rather travel cross country in an unairconditioned
car full of clowns than sit in a stuffy classroom and stagger through another
unenthused rendition of Romeo & Juliet. I should have ditched my preconceived
notions at the door. It turns out, when you have a teacher who’s dedicated their
life to a subject and has voluntarily come to a three week camp for teens, it
makes a difference.
 
We would read a play in day, each of us taking on multiple roles and brandishing
wooden swords. The next day we would discuss the deeper meanings and
hidden contexts of the stories. We examined motivations, searched for wordplay,
and discussed allusions to then-current events.
 
On the last day, I cried like a baby, but I walked away armed with a new found
support system, a network of people who I know will always be there for me. 
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We’ve helped each other through crises and heartaches, celebrated
achievements and milestones. I still talk to the friends I made there every day.
They live all over the state, yet we still make time to see each other whenever
possible. We’ve traversed the state for birthdays, homecomings, plays, and
New Years. They’re the first people I tell when something happens to me, good
bad or funny. We love each other. 
 
I hate to think what would have happened if none of us had had MSA. It’s a
thought I don’t even want to entertain. I can say for certain I owe a great deal of
my current success to the support and inspiration from the Academy, and one
day I hope to repay the favor.
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Visit mogam.org to join GAM and

learn more about your district events.


