One of the questions of the faith 


that has answers that can go on forever, 

is the question of, 


“Why would God come as a baby to rescue humanity?  



It is not exactly efficient.  

Why take 30 plus years 


to do what could have been done in a day?  

Most of our non-biblical rescue stories 


have the hero coming in just in time to save the day.  

Why didn't Jesus just come in 


and rescue humanity over the weekend of Easter?

Part of the answer 


is the reality of love.  

It is not just something you feel, 


biblical agape love is something you do.  

We can say we love someone all we want, 


but the truth is seen in our actions.  



Will we put everything aside to help them?  



Will we forgive them when they have done us great wrong?  



Will we support them 




even if they are not saying the commonly accepted things?  

It is impossible to love on our own.  


But there is a reason that love comes in the fourth position 



in the Advent progression.  

If we don't have hope that God will change things, 


we can not love.  

If we do not follow Biblical Peace or shalom, 


that brings us together to work, 



we can not love.  

If we do not have joy, 


looking to what God has done 


and will do for our perspective of life, 



we can not love.  

It is only in having hope, peace, and joy that Agape love, 


unconditional love is available to us.

We see this being true in the life of Jesus.  


How many times did Jesus have to trust or hope



that what his Father had done before 



would happen for him.  




The testing in the desert 




and the garden of Gethsemene are the two major ones, 





but it was a constant state of mind.  


Peace, or bringing parties together for Shalom 



was also constant.  




But Jesus' birth brought us a Savoir, 




a Messiah, t





hat drew us close to God.  




His death closed the chasm between man and God 





that had opened when Adam rebelled in the Garden.  


Joy, 



focusing on God's promises, 




was also present in the temptation, 




cross, 




and that morning of Resurrection 





as we saw what God could do 




and we were promised it could happen for us.  

All of these things 


culminate in the reality of love.  



You can serve your enemy without boundaries, 




when you have God's hope, peace, and joy.  



You can do this, 




because whether you want to or not, 





doesn't depend on your circumstances or theirs, 





it depends on God's actions that have occurred 





and God's actions that will yet occur.  

That is where love comes to the forefront.

Love doesn't stop there.  

1 John 4 tells us twice that “God is love.” 


 Having the summary of the  video in my mind 



combining with a Christmas devotional 




helped me hear an important reality about God's love.  

God is always dwelling in love.  


If God is three separate but equal beings, 


always working together, 



then they have to be working in love.   

They have the other's concerns at the forefront of their mind, 

they are willing to serve the others 


even if it means their own good is not advanced.  

They are constantly holding the hope, 


peace, 


and joy of the other two in consideration 



as they make choices.  

The Triune God exists in a manner 


in which love is naturally developed.  

Hence, 


“God is love.”  

It is like when saying someone who grew up on a farm 

and still lives on a farm 


is good with animals.  

You don't exist long on a farm 


without being good with animals.  


It is part of the necessity to exist on it.  

You don't last a summer on the farm 


without learning to respect the various aspects of the horses,


 cows, 


and even chickens.  

Nor can you exist equally with two other beings 


creating the universe 



if love is not your mode of operation.

If this is how God exists, 


then the question for God is, 



“How do we get man, 




who we made in our image, 



to dwell in love with us?”  

That is what is so good about the Garden of Eden, 


we were dwelling with God in a relationship. 



One in which God was creating the world for us 



and we were taking care of it for God.  

But then that moment of doubt entered the relationship, 


where we thought that God was not operating in love, 


but in power.  

He was trying to keep the knowledge of Good and Evil from us 


so he could be over us.  

In that moment, 


our unconditional love of God was challenged.  

And since love is not just a thought or feeling, 


but an action, 



we bit into that proverbial apple.

With that great chasm being opened, 


something or someone needed to bridge it.  



We tried all kinds of options.  



All of them failing.  

As Jesus walked the earth, 


he highlighted the two main issues 


and what we were doing wrong with them.  

The Pharisees thought if we could just love God in everything, 


we would be good with God.  



Jesus highlighted how they left man behind.  

The average person hasn't changed from then.  


If I just love my family and my neighbors, 



what more can one ask for in this life?  

When we set the bar here, 


we set it too low.  



It is only in loving God 



that we see where the love for our fellow man should be.

I wish the video, 


as it was showing how love for God and love for man 



were one thing through the infinity circle, 


would have illustrated what the “two sides of the same coin” 



would look like.  

Taking that infinity circle 


and folding it back upon itself 



makes a coin or circle, 


where when we are serving God, 



we are serving man 


and when serving man, 



we are serving God.  

They covered the material, 


but the visualization of that really helps me.  

As does the Jesus' challenge from Luke 6:23-35.  


If you love, 


do good, 


or lend as man does to you, 



what do you hope to gain?  


That happens amongst men generally.  



No help is needed to do that.  



You don't need a Savior, 




men in their fallen state will do that.  

To love, 

do good, 

or lend beyond that, 


to bring the shalom 


or peace to mankind 



is what we need a Savior for.  

We need the promises that inspire joy to push beyond.  

We need hope that it doesn't have to stay this way.  

We need the love,


 the existence of a creator 



who has and always look out for someone else, 


putting other's needs above their own.  

That is what we celebrate during this season.  


That Jesus came as an infant, 



to be in relationship with us, 



to serve us, 



to show us how to dance with him, 




the Spirit, 




and his Father.  


So that we might see how to dance, 


experience how to dance, 


and ultimately join the dance of the Triune God again, 



as we did in the Garden so long ago.  

But now, 


without question or second guessing, 

but with love completely being the basis of every action.

As you have experienced 

and the reality of scripture lays out, 


the reality of the two sides 


and infinity symbol laid out, 



it is something we have to grow into.  

You have performed a great act of love, 


great!  

Now look again at God 


and see where else you can grow.  

Most likely, 


you are still wanting some payback, 


some recognition, 


some change of behavior from the person.  



Which means you are not to pure agape love yet.  

So look to the Triune God 


and remember who and what they are, 



and then do the next act of love that they call you to.  

As you are doing so, 


you are joining their dance of love 


and inviting others into a dance of love.  

Ever growing 


until the day that love returns 


and all of the pieces that prevent us from dwelling fully within God's love 



are wiped away forever.  

On that day, 


the God who is love 



will be fully with and in you, 

just as he was Immanuel, 


God with us on that night. 

May we serve God in love 

and then serve humanity in love, 


so that we can serve God in love more fully.

