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Tragedy continues with 
Kennedy Family

Journalist and author Tatiana Schlossberg, the granddaughter of Presi-
dent John F. Kennedy, has died at 35, her family announced on Tuesday.

“Our beautiful Tatiana passed away this morning. She will always be 
in our hearts,” a message posted to the Instagram account for the JFK 
Library Foundation read. The post was signed by “George, Edwin and 
Josephine Moran, Ed, Caroline, Jack, Rose and Rory.”

Schlossberg had written for a number of media institutions and was 
previously a science and climate reporter for the New York Times. Her 
book Inconspicuous Consumption: The Environmental Impact You 
Don’t Know You Have was published in 2019. Prior to her career in 
journalism, Schlossberg attended Yale University, where she met her 
husband, urologist George Moran, who she married on Martha’s Vine-
yard in September 2017. She also received a master’s degree in American 
history from the University of Oxford.

Schlossberg’s death comes one month after going public with her acute 
myeloid leukemia diagnosis in a piece for the New Yorker titled “A 
Battle With My Blood.” She was diagnosed shortly after giving birth to 
her daughter in 2024. In the essay, she spoke about receiving months 
of medical treatments and the support she received from her family, 
including her mother, Caroline, who suffered a number of tragedies dur-
ing her lifetime — including the 1963 assassination of her father.
The title “A Battle With My Blood” also 
referred to the conflict Schlossberg 
faced with her cousin, Secretary of 
Health and Human Services Robert F. 
Kennedy Jr. She criticized “Bobby” for 
slashing care that could help support 
people dealing with cancer, stating, “I 
watched from my hospital bed as Bobby, 
in the face of logic and common sense, 
was confirmed for the position, despite 
never having worked in medicine, pub-
lic health, or the government.

Khaleda Zia, Bangladesh’s First 
Female Prime Minister, Dies
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As people around the world bid farewell to 2025, many 
will reflect on a year spent in peace with family and 
friends. Yet for countless others, daily life has been 
marked by turmoil, loss, and unimaginable suffering.
The people of Palestine have endured—and continue 
to endure—the worst humanitarian crisis of the 21st 
century. They are dying in staggering numbers while 
attempting to escape indiscriminate bombardment. 
Despite the ceasefire, hundreds continue to perish daily 
from Israeli military actions, hunger, famine, and dis-
ease, compounded by the severe lack of humanitarian 
aid and medical care.
In Ukraine, hundreds of thousands have lost their lives 
in a senseless war, and an equal number of innocent 
civilians have been displaced from their homes. At the 
same time, while much of the world remains silent, in-
nocent people in Sudan are dying from war and famine 
fueled by personal power struggles between armed 
factions.
In India, Hindu extremists are making life unbearable 
for religious minorities, while Muslim extremists in 
neighboring Pakistan tragically mirror the same behav-
ior. These realities compel us to confront a troubling 
paradox.
It is often said that all religions promote human 
dignity, equality, tolerance, and acceptance. In-
deed, the foundational principles of faith are meant 
to unite humanity, uplift the oppressed, and foster 
harmony. At the heart of every religion lies a mes-
sage of peace, compassion, and mutual respect.                                                                                                       
Yet as we look around the world today, we witness a 
stark contrast between these ideals and human conduct. 
Violence is perpetrated in the name of religion, and 
people are oppressed and killed under the guise of faith. 

Wars are fought not for justice or peace, but for domi-
nance and supremacy. Corruption and moral decay 
plague societies and institutions that claim to uphold 
religious values.
As this year ends and a new one begins, it is only fitting 
that we ask ourselves how a world so devoted—at least 
in words—to compassion and justice continues to suffer 
from such deep inequality, division, and cruelty.
I believe the problem is not religion itself, but rather 
how we, in our human fallibility, have misunderstood 
and misused the essential teachings shared by all 
faiths—teachings that call for goodness, mercy, and 
shared humanity.
Let us return to the core principles of our respective 
traditions—those that call for love, understanding, joy, 
and peace. Together, let us work toward a world where 
faith genuinely guides our actions and upholds dignity, 
equality, and acceptance for all.
I share these reflections in support of our collective 
responsibility to make this world more humane, kinder, 
and more rational—and to keep secular democracy 
alive. Each of us must participate with sincerity. The 
journey will require hope, honesty, time, effort, and 
perseverance. Hope gives us purpose and direction, 
enabling us to navigate life’s most difficult challenges.
Each new year is a gift—an opportunity for learning, 
growth, and renewal. May your mind and soul be en-
riched in the days ahead. I wish you joy, serenity, good 
health, and new blessings to count each day in 2026.                                                                                                                                
We will enjoy AI, Tesla, and miscellaneous technologi-
cal advancements, reflecting unparalleled prosperity 
and living standards. Life goes on. It is what it is going 
to be in 2026
Each new year is a gift—an opportunity for learning, 

growth, and re-
newal. May your 
mind and soul be 
enriched in the 
days ahead. I wish 
you joy, seren-
ity, good health, 
and new bless-
ings to count 
each day in 2026.                                                                                                                                            
                                                                                                
May the New Year bring you, your family, and people 
everywhere peace, happiness, and shared prosperity. It 
is my fervent hope that every day of the coming year is 
filled with personal fulfillment and abundant blessings 
from God.
“Our Lord, do not let our hearts deviate after You have 
guided us, and grant us mercy from Yourself; indeed, 
You are the Bestower.” (Qur’an 3:8)
“Our Lord, grant us good in this world and good in the 
Hereafter, and protect us from the punishment of the 
Fire.” (Qur’an 2:201)   Ameen.

M. Basheer  Ahmed M.D

Former Prof. of Psychiatry- Southwestern Medical 
School, Dallas TX
Chairman Emeritus- MCC for Human Services
President- American Muslims for Human Rights- 
AMHR
President Emeritus- IMPMS (Institute of Medieval and 
Post-Medieval Studies)

NEW YEAR MESSAGE
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It is with great joy and optimism that we announce the appoint-
ment of Br. Azhar Azeez as the Chief Executive Officer (CEO) 
of the Islamic Society of North America (ISNA), effective Janu-
ary 1, 2026. This milestone marks an exciting opportunity for 
ISNA to embrace dynamic leadership, innovation, and growth 
rooted in our Islamic values.

Br. Azhar Azeez brings extensive experience to this role. His 
tenure as a CEO and senior executive at reputable Muslim 
charities reflects his deep commitment to mission-driven 
leadership. He has overseen large-scale operations, led pro-
gram development, and guided highly successful fundraising 
initiatives. He is widely respected for his ability to build strong 
relationships within the community and strengthen collabora-
tion across diverse groups.
In addition to his work in corporate America and the nonprofit 
sector, Br. Azhar has played a pivotal role in advancing commu-
nity engagement and strategic partnerships. His prior service 
as President of ISNA, along with over 25 years as a dedicated 
board member, provides him with invaluable institutional 
knowledge and a deep understanding of ISNA’s mission, vision, 
and the evolving needs of our community.

As we welcome Br. Azhar into this pivotal leadership role, we 
pray for a smooth transition and continued success for ISNA. 
We invite our entire community to join us in supporting him 
as he begins this new chapter in our shared effort to serve the 
ummah.
May Allah جل جلاله guide our efforts and grant us success.

Sincerely,
The ISNA Board of Directors

Azhar Azeez announced CEO of ISNA

Mohammed Hameed
President, HSNT
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Medical Beds, wheel Chairs and 
other equipment loaned FREE to 
underprivileged people in 
Hyderabad, India
You use it until you are free of illness
Contact: 
Mr. Ateeq 995 120 7710 (Hyd)
Mr. Azeem: WA# 00 1219 588 1538

Offers
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Allahka Fazal
Muhammad Imran Tahir
Mohamed G Lata
Ash Deiri-Terek Kadowr
DjRoy Roy
Ayman Jaber / Said Motawea
Stephen S Adkins
Shy Khan
Kamran Khan
Rachana S
Jiaa Jabbar
Vikash Rungta
Parvathi Gangireddy/Shanker 
Mareddy
Shaihla Umar / Alim Akhtar / 
Rameez Kaukab
Zameer Mohammed
Manuel Tilca
Mohd Tabrase / Sanjay Rao / 
Mir Amjed Ali

Bobby Panuganti/ Seema Ti-
wari/Anil Savarapu
Manoj Kumar Govindan
Maruf Alam Show
Ganesh Kar/Tijendra Kumar
Hitesh Gandhi
Narayan Mahajan
Mubashir Faruqi / Samad Rafe 
/ Zameer Mohammed
Deepak Kaithakkapuzha
Javaria Jabeen
Anjali Desai/Bhavini Sreeniv-
asan/Megha Vyas
Ali Siraj/Kamran Siddiqui
Moe Khdier
Shaw Memmon
Sadia Khan/Kami Jee
Nazia Khan/ Sajjad Fecto
Prince Patel
danyal Khan / Umar Khalid/
Zeshan Ahmed
Sohni Rahim/Awais Iqbal/Ma-
jid Khan
DB Dulhania Shy Khan
Deeja Isaac / Prabhot Gill / 
Sunny Chopra
Nirav Ghunchala- Navpreet 
Kaur kang
Nimish Pathak/Vinod Kali
Shazia Saleem
Shradha Balakrishna/Zeshan 
Hussein/Kavita, Sreedhar
Shy Khan
Qusai Rasheed

Rizwan Elahi- Soaib Ummar-
Israr Ahmad
RIZWAN Elahi
Kashmir Virk/Jasbir S Sethi
Mohamoud Egal
Mohsin Choudhry / Sana Ch
Shakir Bhai
Pervaiz Bhatti / Uzma Sabir / 
Fatimah Hoque
Idrees Hadi
Rosy Dodd
Farhath Hussain
Jacob Thomas
Sangeeta Malik
Imrana Begg/Raza Bagg/ Aye-
sha Hussain
Inamullah Khan Sherwani
Sami Khan
Inam Bokhari / Aatirah Ha-
meed
Altaf Bukhari / Faisal Saiyed
Anwer Nawaab/Mohammed 
Imran Ali/Taher Bin Jaffar
Mamta Sahta-vick Sahota
Rafia Omair/Rizzi Butt/Omair 
Hashmi
Imran Ali
Sajid Siddiqui / Zeba Salman
Raj Mehta/ Nigam Mehta
Manjeet Singh
Indian Community San Diago
Bibhasha Ojha-Rohan Raj
Seema Garg
Kalpesh Soni
Nishu Vasireddy/ Venu Red-
dyManyam/Kishore Ramaraju

Nisse Packianathan Jaya Ku-
mar/Victor Samuel Nathan
Jagdeep Nayyar
Sanjeev Saini
Sunny Singh
Rani Goldy Singh
Noman Sadiq-Vikrant Kumar

Anup Puthenveedu
Preeti Malik Arora / Yogshri 
Jetan Arora
Prasad Royal / Ramadevi Arza
Shahid Amin
Krishna Puttaparthi-Anu 
benakatti
Mohin uddin Mohammad
Shiby Roy/Ginsmon Zacharia/
Anil, Mathew
Sailaja Mantripragada-swapna 

Kiran- Priya Mota
Swapna Kiran / Priya Mota
Nusrath Mehdi Khan / Fouzia 
Zahoor
Ishfaq Khan / Boxer Bhai
Boxer Bhai
Mohammed Alsabah / Mo-
hammad Farhan
Ashfaq Hussain Syed/Aiman 
Beg/ Aadil Farid
Clay Chip Smith

Deepak Kumar

Vlad Kulpinski
 Rana Rao-Pradeep Bharudkar
Wasi Rabbani / Suleman Mo-
hammed
Syed Shoaib Ahmed
Bibi Khan/ Mohammad Im-
ran Tahir
Faheem Hayat
Mammatha Vamshi
Munir Pervaiz/Nasreen 
rrvaiz/ Iftekhar Ahmed
Sunny Khehra
Muhammad Akram Ismail/
Sonia Omer
Muhammad Ismail / Sonia 
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Mohd Jabbar
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Zahid Imran / Nadeem 
Ahmed Bajwa / Muhammad 
Iqbal
Murali Talluri
Gaurav Singla
Noreen Gilani / Marriam 
Tahir

We would like to Thank these 
Admins of FaceBook Groups who 
let us to post Asia Times in their 

Groups 
If we missed you please contact us

madamSheela1@gmail.com
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IFTKHAR SHAREEF PAGE

Marriage reception of son of Shayam bhai Co founder of TRS , seen with Iftekhar Shareef is janab 
Mehmood Ali bhai former home minister of Telangana State

Welcome to Shamshabad home town of Iftekhar 
shareef to Shri Rakesh ji deputy commissioner 
of police , Srikanth Goud ji assistant commis-
sioner of police and Shri Balraj ji SHO , all RGIA 
police division

Iftekhar shareef seen in Goa with his kindergarten 
friends
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Welcome back to Hyderabad Naseer 
Mohammed Khan owener of Hyderabad 
House who was in Chicago, USA came 
back after 28 years, Amjed Ullah Khan 
(Spokesman) MBT met him and welcomed 
him.

Pandit Puranlal Vyas and Azeem A Quadeer at an event in Chicago

From Left: Azeemuddin, 
Azeem and Ehtesham

Assessor Khaja Moinuddin, Azeem Quadeer 
and DJ Abdul Gafoor

IQRA Interna-
tional Educa-
tional Founda-
tion Event
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What each filing status means for you and
 your spouse.

Key takeaways: 

f you get married at any point in 2025, you can file your 
taxes jointly. 
Couples filing jointly in 2025 receive a $31,500 standard 
deduction, which is larger than married filing separately 
of $15,750. 
Married couples must file jointly to qualify for some tax 
credits and deductions.
Intuit
Turbotax
Credit Karma
Quickbooks
Use your Intuit Account to sign in to TurboTax.Learn 
more
Phone number, email or user ID

Remember me
Sign in
By selecting Sign in, you agree to our Terms and acknowl-
edge our Privacy Statement.
New to Intuit?Create an account

Your wedding vows may have included, “For richer, for 
poorer,” but when tax season arrives, that promise takes 
on a whole new meaning.

Once married, you face an important choice: will you and 
your spouse file your taxes separately or together?

The married filing jointly status offers many benefits, 
including a larger standard deduction and higher income 
thresholds. But, just like marriage, your tax status isn’t a 
one-size-fits-all solution.

Let’s review the pros and cons of filing jointly or sepa-
rately and the reasons why couples may choose one status 
over the other. Typically, the IRS considers you married 
for the entire year, even if you don’t get married until the 
last day of the year. So, if you are legally married as of 
December 31st, then you must file as either married filing 
jointly or married filing separately. 

Let’s review the pros and cons of filing jointly or sepa-
rately and the reasons why couples may choose one status 
over the other. 

What does married filing jointly mean?
When you file as married filing jointly, you and your 
spouse combine the following tax items on a single return, 
all subject to the same tax rates: Income
Credits
Deductions
For most couples, filing jointly often benefits family taxes 
and decreases what the two of you owe. It also includes 
tax benefits like earned income credits and educational 
credits.

If you are owed a tax refund, you can choose to receive it 
as a direct deposit to one or more checking or savings ac-
counts. A federal mandate required the IRS to stop issuing 
paper checks as of September 30, 2025.

It’s important to remember that choosing to file mar-
ried filing jointly also means you’re on the hook for any 
taxes, interest, and/or penalties due to the IRS from your 
spouse, and vice versa.

Am I eligible to file as married filing jointly?
You’re eligible to use married filing jointly if you: 

You were married at any point in 2025. Even if your wed-
ding was on December 31, 2025, you can file a joint tax 
return for 2025. 
Your spouse passed away during 2025 and you did not 
remarry. 

You live with your spouse in a state that recognizes 
common-law marriages, or began your relationship in a 
state that recognizes common-law marriages.
You live apart from your spouse, but are not legally sepa-
rated.
If you get divorced at any time in the year, you’re con-
sidered unmarried for all of 2025. For example, if your 
divorce was finalized on December 31st, you’d be consid-
ered unmarried for the entire year and would file your 
taxes as single.

And remember, all legally married couples can file a joint-
tax return, even if one spouse doesn’t have taxable income 
or deductions.

What does married filing separately mean?
Married filing separately means that you and your spouse 
each file individual tax returns.

Since you’re filing separately, you’re taxed solely on your 
individual income and must qualify for credits and 
deductions on your own. You may be ineligible to claim 
certain tax benefits, like the credit for childcare expenses 
or the earned income tax credit.
Married filing separately isn’t a mix and match; if one of 
you files separately, you both have to file separately. If you 
live in a community property state, additional require-
ments for reporting spousal income may apply if you file 
separately.

Pros & cons of filing married filing jointly
In general, couples who file married filing jointly vs sepa-
rately receive more tax breaks, which means more money 
in your pocket at tax time. But there are benefits and 
drawbacks to using married filing jointly.

Pros of married filing jointly 	 Cons of married fil-
ing jointly
Largest standard deductions. If you take the standard 
deduction, couples filing jointly get the largest deduc-
tion, $31,500 for 2025, compared with $15,750 if filing 
separately. That’s a significant reduction in taxable income 
right from the start.

Tax credits. To qualify for certain tax credits, couples 
must file a joint tax return.
Larger income thresholds. Typically, if you file jointly, 
the IRS has a bigger income threshold for tax credits and 
deductions than if you were filing separately.	Double the 
paperwork. When you’re married and file jointly, you’ll 
need to file paperwork for both you and your spouse. That 
means double the W-2s, 1099s, and documentation to 
qualify for tax credits.

Penalties, taxes, and interest. When you file jointly, you’re 
on the hook for penalties or interest your spouse incurs 
from the IRS, and vice versa. Popular tax credits for 
couples married filing jointly
Couples who want to claim certain tax credits must file a 
joint tax return to qualify. Popular credits include: 

Child and Dependent Care Tax Credit up to 35% (or up to 
50% starting in tax year 2026) of $6,000 in expenses for 2 
or more qualifying dependents, $3,000 for one qualifying 
dependent 
Earned Income Tax Credit up to $8,046 for a family with 
3 or more kids
American Opportunity Tax Credit up to $2,500 per eli-
gible student
Lifetime Learning Tax Credit up to $2,000 per tax return 
Pros and cons of married filing separately
No two marriages are alike, and neither are your tax situ-
ations. It will depend on your finances, but you might re-
ceive a larger refund if you file separately, or your spouse 
may not live in the same state as you, making your taxes 
more complex.

Regardless of the motivation, there are pros and cons to 
using married filing separately at tax time. When filing 
separately makes sense
For most couples, filing taxes jointly makes sense most of 
the time. You get a bigger standard deduction and gener-
ally receive more tax breaks. But sometimes, submitting a 
married filing separate tax return makes sense.

Here’s when you might consider using married filing 
separately:

Qualifying for the medical expense deduction. If you or 
your spouse has faced high out-of-pocket medical costs 
in the past year, you might try to qualify for the medi-
cal expense deduction. But, it may be the case that your 
combined income is too high to qualify, meaning you’d 
file separately so you or your spouse could qualify for the 
deduction. Medical expenses are part of itemized deduc-
tions and must exceed 7.5% of AGI. Remember, if
one spouse chooses to itemize, both must itemize, even 
if the deductions for one spouse are not greater than the 
standard deduction.
Your spouse has a significant tax bill. If your spouse’s tax 
bill is high, you might decide to file separately to protect 
your refund, instead of applying it to what your spouse 
owes the IRS.
One of you has outstanding child support payments. If 
you or your spouse has not paid child support, filing sepa-
rately would prevent the IRS from taking your potential 
refund. FAQs for special situations
What if I live in a community property state?
CCommunity property includes all property acquired 
during your marriage. As of 2025, community property 
states include:

Arizona
California
Idaho
Louisiana Nevada
New Mexico
Texas
Washington
Wisconsin​
If you’re filing separately, these states require registered 
domestic partners to follow state community property 
laws and report your half of the community property 
income on your return.

What if I am recently widowed? 
When your spouse passes, you’re considered married for 
the entire year for tax purposes. If you don’t remarry in 
the year your spouse dies, you can file jointly with your 
deceased spouse. For two years
Written by Katharina Reekmans, EA
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Trump’s appointment of envoy to Greenland 
sparks new tension with Denmark

The leaders of Denmark and Greenland insisted 
Monday that the United States won’t take over 
Greenland and demanded respect for their ter-
ritorial integrity after President Donald Trump 
‍​announced ​the appointment of a ‌special envoy 
to the semi-autonomous territory.

Trump’s announcement on Sunday that Loui-
siana Gov. Jeff Landry would be the envoy 
prompted a new flare-up of tensions over Wash-
ington’s interest in the vast territory of Den-
mark, a NATO ally. Denmark’s foreign minister 
told Danish broadcasters that he would sum-
mon the U.S. ambassador to his ministry.

”We have said it before. Now, we say it again. 
National borders and the sovereignty of states 
are rooted in international law,” Danish Prime 
Minister Mette Frederiksen and her Greenlan-
dic counterpart, Jens-Frederik Nielsen, said 
in a joint statement. “They are fundamental 
principles. You cannot annex another country. 
Not even with an argument about international 
security.”

“Greenland belongs to the Greenlanders and the 
U.S. shall not take over Greenland,” they added 
in the statement emailed by Frederiksen’s of-
fice. “We expect respect for our joint territorial 
integrity.”

Trump called repeatedly during his presidential 
transition and the early months of his second 
term for U.S. jurisdiction over Greenland, and 
has not ruled out military force to take control 
of the mineral-rich, strategically located Arc-
tic island. In March, Vice President JD Vance 
visited a remote U.S. military base in Greenland 
and accused Denmark of under-investing there.

The issue gradually drifted out of the headlines, 
but in August, Danish officials summoned the 
top U.S. diplomat in Copenhagen following a 
report that at least three people with connec-
tions to Trump had carried out covert influence 
operations in Greenland.

“We need Greenland for national security,” 
Trump told reporters on Monday at his Mar-

a-Lago resort in Florida, when asked about 
Landry’s appointment. “And if you take a look 
at Greenland, you look up and down the coast 
you have Russian and Chinese ships all over the 
place.”

On Sunday, Trump announced Landry’s ap-
pointment, saying on social media that “Jeff 
understands how essential Greenland is to our 
National Security, and will strongly advance our 
Country’s Interests for the Safety, Security, and 
Survival of our Allies, and indeed, the World.”

The U.S. president on Monday said Landry 
approached him about being appointing as an 
envoy.

“He’s a deal guy. He is a deal-maker type guy,” 
Trump said.

Landry wrote in a post on social media after 
Trump announced the appointment that “it’s an 
honor to serve you in this volunteer position to 
make Greenland a part of the U.S.” The governor 
will continue to serve in his elected position in 
Louisiana.

The Trump administration did not offer any 
warning ahead of the announcement, accord-
ing to a Danish government official, who spoke 
on condition of anonymity to discuss internal 
deliberations.
The official also said Danish officials had ex-
pected Trump to signal an aggressive approach 
to Greenland and the Arctic in the U.S. admin-
istration’s new national security strategy and 
were surprised when the document included no 
mention of either.

Deputy White House press secretary Anna Kelly 
said Monday that Trump decided to create the 
special envoy role because the administration 
views Greenland as “a strategically important 
location in the Arctic for maintaining peace 
through strength.”

Danish broadcasters TV2 and DR reported that 
in comments from the Faroe Islands Monday, 
Danish Foreign Minister Lars Løkke Rasmussen 

said he would summon the U.S. ambassador in 
Copenhagen, Kenneth Howery, to his ministry.

Greenland’s prime minister wrote in a separate 
statement that Greenland had again woken up 
to a new announcement from the U.S. president, 
and that “it may sound significant. But it chang-
es nothing for us here at home.”

Nielsen noted that Greenland has its own de-
mocracy and said that “we are happy to cooper-
ate with other countries, including the United 
States, but this must always take place with 
respect for us and for our values and wishes.”

Earlier this month, the Danish Defense Intel-
ligence Service said in an annual report that the 
U.S. is using its economic power to “assert its 
will” and threaten military force against friend 
and foe alike.

Denmark is a member of the European Union 
as well as NATO.

The president of the EU’s executive commis-
sion, Ursula von der Leyen, said on social media 
that Arctic security is a “key priority” for the 
bloc and one on which it seeks to work with 
allies and partners. She also said that “territo-
rial integrity and sovereignty are fundamental 
principles of international law.”

“We stand in full solidarity with Denmark and 
the people of Greenland,” she wrote.
Yahoo/News
GEIR MOULSON and AAMER MADHANI

Mufti Shamail
Mufti Shamail Declared Winner of Debate with 
Javed Akhtar on the Existence of Allah
A live debate titled “Does God Exist?” held on 
December 20, 2025, at Delhi’s Constitution Club 
featured Islamic scholar Mufti Shamail Ahmad 
Nadwi facing off against renowned poet and 
atheist Javed Akhtar. The event has exploded 
online with millions of views.
Akhtar argued against God’s existence, pointing 
to global injustice, the Gaza situation, and vio-
lence in religion’s name. Mufti Nadwi responded 
with reasoned points on human free will, the 
universe’s creation, and philosophical argu-

ments, impressing many viewers.
No official winner was announced, but a major-
ity of Muslim social media users are praising 
Mufti’s calm and logical performance, calling 
him the “winner.” Some pro-Islam outlets claim 
his clear victory. Secular and rationalist circles 
support Akhtar’s stance. The debate has sparked 
thoughtful discussions on faith versus reason.
.
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Trump announces he’s appointing Louisiana Gov. 
Jeff Landry to serve as US special envoy to 

Greenland
WEST PALM BEACH, Fla. (AP) — President 
Donald Trump ‍on Sunday ​announced ​he ⁠is 
appointing Louisiana Gov. Jeff Landry to serve 
as the U.S. ‌special envoy to Greenland, the vast, 
semi-autonomous territory of Denmark that 
Trump has said the U.S. needs to take over.

“Jeff understands how essential Greenland is to 
our National Security, and will strongly advance 
our Country’s Interests for the Safety, Security, 
and Survival of our Allies, and indeed, the 
World,” Trump said in announcing the appoint-
ment.

Trump during his presidential transition and 
in the early months of his return to the White 
House repeatedly called for U.S. jurisdiction 
over Greenland, and has not ruled out military 
force to take control of the mineral-rich, strate-
gically located Arctic island.

The issue had drifted out of the headlines in 
recent months, but in August, Danish officials 
summoned the U.S. ambassador following a 
report that at least three people with connec-
tions to Trump had carried out covert influence 
operations in Greenland.

Earlier this year, Vice President JD Vance vis-
ited a remote U.S. military base on the island 

and accused Denmark of underinvesting there.

Trump has said that Greenland is crucial for 
U.S. security and hasn’t ruled out taking the 
island by military force, even though Denmark 
is a NATO ally of the U.S.

Landry took office as governor in January 2024. 
His term ends in January 2028.

“It’s an honor to serve you in this volunteer 
position to make Greenland a part of the U.S.,” 
Landry wrote in a posting on X in which he 
thanked Trump for the appointment. He added, 
“This in no way affects my position as Governor 
of Louisiana!”

Denmark, a NATO ally of the U.S., and Green-
land have said the island is not for sale and 
condemned reports of the U.S. gathering intelli-
gence there. The U.S. push for Greenland is also 
opposed by Russia and much of Europe.

The Embassy of Denmark in Washington did 
not immediately respond to requests for com-
ment about Landry’s appointment.

The Danish Defense Intelligence Service said 
in a report earlier this month that the United 
States is using its economic power to “assert its 

will” and threaten military force against friend 
and foe alike.

The service, in its annual assessment, said 
Washington’s greater assertiveness under the 
Trump administration also comes as China 
and Russia seek to diminish Western, especially 
American, influence.

“The strategic importance of the Arctic is rising 
as the conflict between Russia and the West 
intensifies, and the growing security and stra-
tegic focus on the Arctic by the United States 
will further accelerate these developments,” the 
report said.
Yahoo/News
AAMER MADHANI

Trump removes nearly 30 career diplomats from 
ambassadorial positions

WASHINGTON (AP) — The Trump adminis-
tration is recalling nearly 30 career diplomats 
from ambassadorial and other senior embassy 
posts as it moves to reshape the U.S. diplomatic 
posture abroad with personnel deemed fully 
supportive of President Donald Trump’s “Ameri-
ca First” priorities.

The chiefs of mission in at least 29 countries 
were informed last week that their tenures 
would end in January, according to two State 
Department officials, who spoke on condition of 
anonymity to discuss internal personnel moves.

All of them had taken up their posts in the 
Biden administration but had survived an initial 
purge in the early months of Trump’s second 
term that targeted mainly political appointees. 
That changed on Wednesday when they began 
to receive notices from officials in Washington 
about their imminent departures.

Ambassadors serve at the pleasure of the presi-
dent although they typically remain at their 
posts for three to four years. Those affected by 

the shake-up are not losing their foreign ser-
vice jobs but will be returning to Washington 
for other assignments should they wish to take 
them, the officials said.

The State Department declined to comment on 
specific numbers or ambassadors affected, but 
defended the changes, calling them “a standard 
process in any administration.” It noted that an 
ambassador is “a personal representative of the 
president and it is the president’s right to ensure 
that he has individuals in these countries who 
advance the America First agenda.”

Africa is the continent most affected by the 
removals, with ambassadors from 13 countries 
being removed: Burundi, Cameroon, Cape 
Verde, Gabon, Ivory Coast, Madagascar, Mau-
ritius, Niger, Nigeria, Rwanda, Senegal, Somalia 
and Uganda.

Second is Asia, with ambassadorial changes 
coming to six countries: Fiji, Laos, the Marshall 
Islands, Papua New Guinea, the Philippines and 
Vietnam affected.

Four countries in Europe (Armenia, Macedo-
nia, Montenegro and Slovakia) are affected; as 
are two each in the Middle East (Algeria and 
Egypt); South and Central Asia (Nepal and Sri 
Lanka); and the Western Hemisphere (Guate-
mala and Suriname).

Politico was the first to report on the ambassa-
dorial recalls, which have drawn concern from 
some lawmakers and the union representing 
American diplomats.
Yahoo/News
MATTHEW LEE
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Ilhan Omar says son pulled over by ICE agents 
amid Trump’s crackdown

Rep. Ilhan Omar said her son was pulled over by 
Immigration and Customs Enforcement agents 
in Minnesota and asked to provide proof of 
citizenship.
The Democratic representative from Minnesota, 
a Somali American, recounted the incident in 
an interview with a Minnesota CBS affiliate, 
WCCO, on Dec. 14.

After he made a stop at Target, he did get pulled 
over by ICE agents,” Omar said. “Once he was 
able to produce his passport ID, they did let him 
go.”

Omar said her son, who was born in the U.S., 
always carries his passport with him.
In December, immigration agents converged on 
Minnesota’s Twin Cities, the latest stop in Presi-
dent Donald Trump’s wide-reaching immigra-
tion crackdown. Minneapolis and Saint Paul are 
home to the nation’s largest Somali immigrant 
community, estimated to be between 60,000 and 
80,000.

Omar said in the interview that ICE agents also 

recently entered a mosque where her son was 
praying, and spoke of her concern for her son as 
agents visited neighborhoods he frequents.
“I had to remind him just how worried I am, 
because all of these areas that they are talking 
about are areas where he could possibly find 
himself in and they are racially profiling,” Omar 
said. “They are looking for young men who look 
Somali that they think are undocumented.”

The Somali-American community has become 
a target for the president’s growing anti-immi-
grant rhetoric over the past month, as he has is-
sued several insults toward Somalia, the Somali-
American population and some of Minnesota’s 
Democratic lawmakers.

Starting on Thanksgiving, Nov. 27, Trump 
posted about a massive fraud and money laun-
dering investigation in the state, in which a 
group of people allegedly perpetuated what the 
state’s district attorney’s office called the “largest 
Covid-19 fraud scheme in the country.” Many of 
those accused in the scheme, though not all, are 
of Somali descent.

The president also used a word to describe 
Democratic Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz that is 
considered a slur that references people with de-
velopmental disabilities in the posts, and falsely 
said refugees from Somalia were completely 
“taking over” Minnesota. A few days later, the 
president called Somali immigrants “garbage,” 
and at a Dec. 10 rally, Trump called Somalia 
“filthy, dirty, disgusting, ridden with crime.” 
He also made fun of Omar’s hijab, which she 
chooses to wear as a practicing Muslim, calling 
it her “little turban.”
Yahoo/News
Kathryn Palmer

Scientists Opened Up a 3,000-Year-Old Crocodile. 
The Contents Left Them Awestruck.

Ancient Egyptians regularly mummified croco-
diles in elaborate ceremonies in dedication to 
their crocodile god Sobek.

A study of one of these crocodiles reveals de-
tails about the animal’s death and the methods 
through which Ancient Egyptians captured 
these fearsome predators.

Using x-ray and CT-scanning technologies, 
archaeozoologists can now explore the insides 
of these animals, which, unlike human mummi-
fication, have their organs intact.

To uncover the mysteries of the past, scientists 
employ a wide variety of techniques to get at 
the truth. Climate scientists drill two-mile-long 
ice cores to glimpse Earth’s past climatic condi-
tions. Paleontologists analyze sediment layers 
to visualize the physical timeline of past epochs. 
And while Egyptologists similarly deploy lots of 
state of the art archeological techniques, some-
times it’s best to just use a mummified crocodile 
stomach.

That’s exactly what researchers at the Univer-
sity of Manchester did with a 3,000-year-old, 
7.2-foot-long crocodile corpse, kept at the Bir-
mingham Museum and Art Gallery and known 
simply as 2005.335. Although Ancient Egyptians 
typically removed organs when mummifying 
humans, crocodiles sacrificed to the crocodile 
god Sobek kept their innards intact, and this 
small deviation from tradition allows scientists 
in the 21st century to analyze the organs to un-

lock mysteries of this strange sacrificial ritual.

To preserve the specimen for future display, 
the research team deployed non-invasive tech-
niques, such as x-rays and CT scanning, to 
catalog the contents of the crocodile’s stomach. 
Among the ancient gastronomic detritus, sci-
entists found some usual suspects called gastro-
liths, which are small stones crocodiles regularly 
swallow to aid digestion.

However, the scientists also found intact fish 
baited to a bronze hook. Because the time frame 
between the croc’s last meal and its death was 
so short—the gastroliths hadn’t reached the 
stomach yet—the crocodile was likely intention-
ally caught by Ancient Egyptians to be part of a 
sacrificial ceremony to Sobek.

“Whereas earlier studies favored invasive tech-
niques such as unwrapping and autopsy, 3D 
radiography provides the ability to see inside 
without damaging these important and fascinat-
ing artifacts,” University of Manchester archaeo-
zoologist Lidija McKnight, co-author of a study 
published in the journal Digital Applications 
in Archaeology and Cultural Heritage, said in a 
press statement.

While keeping the long-dead crocodilian intact, 
McKnight and her team also “virtually” recre-
ated the bronze hook lodged in the specimen’s 
stomach for future museum displays. McKnight 
says that in the past Ancient Egyptians likely 
used hardened clay to create a mold and then 

poured molten metal over a charcoal fire to cre-
ate the hook.

“Despite the passing of several millennia be-
tween the production of the ancient fish hook 
and the modern replica, the casting process 
remains remarkably similar,” McKnight said in 
the press statement.
Although 2005.335 met a grisly fate, croco-
diles were actually revered in Ancient Egyptian 
society for their strength but also their displays 
of gentleness (especially with their young)—but 
perhaps they were too revered. Archeologists 
believe that this Nile-based culture, in which the 
crocodile was the top predator (besides humans, 
of course), likely bred the animals specifically 
for sacrificial purposes by “crocodile cults.” 
In the Egyptian town of Fayoum, which was 
the center of worship for Sobek, experts have 
uncovered thousands of mummified crocodiles, 
many of them babies.

But thanks to these long-ago sacrifices, the story 
behind these ancient mummified crocodiles is 
finally spilling its guts.
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Trump doubles number of countries facing travel 
bans or restrictions

President Trump on Tuesday more than doubled 
the list of countries subject to his travel ban or 
to heavy restrictions, bringing the total number 
of nations affected by the sweeping set of immi-
gration and entry limits to 39.

The first iteration of the travel ban Mr. Trump 
issued in June included 19 countries, fully bar-
ring the entry of immigrants and travelers from 
Afghanistan, Myanmar, Chad, the Republic of 
the Congo, Equatorial Guinea, Eritrea, Haiti, 
Iran, Libya, Somalia, Sudan and Yemen. It also 
partially suspended the entry of nationals of 
Burundi, Cuba, Laos, Sierra Leone, Togo, Turk-
menistan and Venezuela.

The proclamation signed by Mr. Trump on 
Tuesday added seven countries to the list of 
states facing full entry restrictions: Burkina 
Faso, Mali, Niger, Laos, Sierra Leone, South 
Sudan and Syria. It imposed partial entry limits 
on immigrants and travelers from another 15 
countries, including Angola, Antigua and Bar-
buda, Benin, Cote d’Ivoire, Dominica, Gabon, 
Gambia, Malawi, Mauritania, Nigeria, Senegal, 
Tanzania, Tonga, Zambia and Zimbabwe.

Mr. Trump’s proclamation also enacted an entry 
ban for those traveling with documents issued 
by the Palestinian Authority, which governs 

parts of the West Bank. The restrictions on 
travelers from Turkmenistan were eased, after 
Mr. Trump said that country had improved its 
information-sharing with the U.S.

The immigration and travel restrictions include 
some exceptions, including for permanent U.S. 
residents from the countries on the list and 
athletes and staff participating in major sport-
ing events like the FIFA World Cup next year. 
But proclamation also eliminated an exception, 
included in the June travel ban, that exempted 
the children, spouses and parents of U.S. citizens 
who had requested visas on their behalf.
CBS News had reported earlier this month that 
the Trump administration was considering 
expanding its travel ban following the shooting 
of two National Guard members in Washington, 
D.C., on Thanksgiving week. The suspect in that 
attack, which killed one of the soldiers, is an 
Afghan man who entered the U.S. in September 
2021 and was granted asylum in April 2025.

In his decree on Tuesday, Mr. Trump cited mul-
tiple reasons to justify the travel ban’s expansion, 
including concerns about the ability to ade-
quately vet immigrants from the impacted coun-
tries and the lack of reliable record-keeping and 
information-sharing in some of those nations. 
He also referenced armed conflict, corruption, 

fraud and terrorism in certain countries on the 
list.

Mr. Trump said Antigua and Barbuda and 
Dominica also offer citizenship to foreigners 
without a residency requirement, creating the 
risk that someone from the countries subject 
to the travel ban could seek to gain status in 
those Caribbean nations to bypass the U.S. entry 
restrictions.

During Mr. Trump’s first administration, ver-
sions of his travel ban faced significant public 
backlash and legal challenges that alleged the 
policy was discriminatory in nature. In 2018, 
however, the Supreme Court upheld the presi-
dent’s power to suspend the entry of foreigners 
on national security grounds through a legal 
authority known as 212(f).
Yahoo/Finance
Camilo Montoya-Galvez

Kash Patel fires far-right FBI agent who 
unleashed racist attack on him

FBI Director Kash Patel is learning the pitfalls 
of running an agency chock-full of conspiracy 
theorists like himself.

The director, who was seemingly nominated 
for the role primarily because of his sworn 
allegiance to President Donald Trump and a 
habit of pushing MAGA conspiracy theories, 
has become the movement’s whipping boy ever 
since he assumed his position — largely over his 
failures to provide evidence supporting MAGA 
conspiracy theories.

Last week, this came to a head when Patel fired 
Stephen Friend, a far-right influencer, FBI agent 
and former Patel ally who gained fame among 
the MAGA faithful after being suspended from 
the agency under the Biden administration for 
reportedly sympathizing with Jan. 6 insurrec-
tionists.

In a letter sent to Friend last Friday, Patel told 
the agent he was fired “effective immediately” 
for “unprofessional conduct and poor judg-
ment.” The letter cited multiple public claims 
Friend made fueling baseless allegations of a 
government-led cover-up related to the appar-
ent Trump supporter authorities allege to have 
been behind two attempted pipe bombings 

targeting Republicans and Democrats in Wash-
ington on Jan. 5, 2021.

Patel’s letter also cites a bigoted rant Friend 
delivered on a Dec. 5 podcast episode hosted 
by right-wing influencer and former FBI Agent 
Kyle Seraphin, in which Friend appeared to 
threaten Patel and baselessly suggest the FBI 
was lying about the identity of the person 
charged with planting the pipe bombs.
Friend said:

You better pray to Gaia, Vishnu or whatever 
your maker is that RealSteveFriend is never in a 
position to be an instrument of God’s wrath, be-
cause I will be merciful. I’ll allow you to breathe 
every breath that your body will have for the 
rest of its natural life inside of a box, and then 
when it ultimately fades to black, that’s when 
the real wrath begins.

(Gaia is an ancient Greek deity; Vishnu is a 
primary Hindu god.)

Patel is Hindu and has faced attacks from 
MAGA enthusiasts over this and his being 
Indian American. Seraphin is a failed Senate 
candidate in Utah who’s faced a defamation suit 
from Patel’s girlfriend over his claims that she is 

a foreign asset who’s been hired to manipulate 
the FBI director. Needless to say, this is a pretty 
messy ordeal — one seemingly befitting an 
agency led by, and rife with, right-wing radicals 
with a penchant for spreading dangerous lies.

Patel’s letter says Friend may have a right to 
appeal his removal from the agency with the 
U.S. Merit Systems Protection Board within 30 
days of the letter’s issuance. Friend, for what it’s 
worth, hasn’t backed off of his comments and 
has continued defending them on social media 
ever since Patel issued his letter.

The post Kash Patel fires far-right FBI agent 
who unleashed racist attack on him appeared 
first on MS NOW.
Yahoo/News
Ja’han Jones
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Russia’s wartime lifeline from China comes with a 
price: an ‘embarrassing reversal’ for Moscow

Sanctions have forced Russia to lean heavily on 
China to keep its economy afloat.

China ships high-tech goods to Russia and buys 
its oil cheap — a combo that boosts Beijing’s 
leverage.

Russia’s role has shrunk to junior partner as 
China gains economic influence.

Moscow’s wartime pivot to Beijing has helped 
keep Russia’s economy afloat under the weight 
of sweeping Western sanctions — but at a cost.
What looks like a lifeline today may lock Mos-
cow into a long-term role as Beijing’s junior 
economic partner. Russia is now heavily depen-
dent on China for key manufactured goods and 
advanced inputs blocked by Western sanctions, 
according to a report from the Atlantic Council, 
a think tank, published on Friday.

“Economically and politically, Russia’s relation-
ship with China is simultaneously deeply asym-
metrical and mutually beneficial,” wrote Elina 
Ribakova, a nonresident senior fellow at the 
Peterson Institute for International Economics, 
and Lucas Risinger, an economic analyst and 
nonresident research fellow at the Kyiv School 
of Economics Institute.

China buys up Russian oil at volumes that offset 
lost European customers — at a discount — 
while Russia buys machinery, vehicles, and elec-
tronics from the East Asian giant amid Western 

boycotts and sanctions.

“This is a complete and embarrassing reversal 
in the relationship compared to the 2000s, when 
Russia exported higher value-added goods to 
China,” wrote the analysts.

Since Russia’s full-scale invasion of Ukraine 
in February 2022, the Kremlin has steered the 
country’s economy into a wartime footing. 
Heavy defense and government spending help 
sustain topline resilience, despite sanctions and 
export restrictions.

But cracks are emerging as energy export rev-
enues have fallen sharply in a low oil-price envi-
ronment. Consumer demand has also weakened 
amid still high inflation.

Russia needs China far more than China needs 
Russia
China now accounts for a large share of Russia’s 
imports, and the vast majority of its trade with 
China is settled in the Chinese yuan.

Russia became China’s top crude oil supplier in 
2023, but the country accounts for just one-fifth 
of China’s imports of the commodity. Mean-
while, oil and gas revenues account for a sub-
stantial one-third of Russia’s budget inflows.

To be sure, China needs global buyers for its 
massive manufacturing sector, and Russia has 
become one of them. Still, the gains are “far 

more important to Russia than to China,” since 
Beijing doesn’t rely on Moscow the way Europe 
relied on Russian energy, wrote the analysts.
Furthermore, “from an economic point of view, 
China is not a better trading partner for Russia 
than the European Union was. It buys oil and 
gas at lower prices, it invests far less in Russia, 
and its products are often technologically infe-
rior,” they added.

This skewed relationship gives Beijing substan-
tial leverage in negotiations and transactions. 
China purchases Russian oil at steep discounts, 
knowing Moscow’s alternatives are limited.

“While Moscow has not become Beijing’s vassal 
— at least not to the extent that it would attack 
NATO purely to distract the Alliance from a war 
for Taiwan — Russia is certainly the junior part-
ner in the ‘no limits’ partnership,” the analysts 
wrote.
Yahoo/Finance
Huileng Tan

Ranveer Singh’s Dhurandhar
Ranveer Singh’s Dhurandhar continues 
its dream run at the box office, with audi-
ences showering love on the film’s grip-
ping narrative and powerful performanc-
es. Among its many highlights, the song 
‘Shararat’ has become a major talking 
point, thanks to its stylish presentation 
and energetic choreography featuring 
Ayesha Khan and Krystle D’Souza.
Now, choreographer Vijay Ganguly has 
revealed an interesting behind-the-scenes 
detail. In an interview with Filmygyan, 
Vijay shared that Tamannaah Bhatia was 
initially considered for the song. How-
ever, director Aditya Dhar firmly rejected 
the idea to stay true to the film’s storytell-
ing.
According to Vijay, Aditya was clear 
that he didn’t want a conventional “item 
song” that felt disconnected from the 
narrative. He explained that casting a sin-
gle big star like Tamannaah would have 

shifted the focus away from 
the story and onto one per-
former. “If it was Tamannaah, 
it would’ve been about her and 
not the story,” Vijay recalled, 
adding that this is why the 
song features two performers 
instead of one.
He further emphasized that 
Dhurandhar had too much 
happening in its narrative to 
afford a distraction. Aditya 
Dhar wanted ‘Shararat’ to 
flow organically with the film 
rather than feel like a sudden 
cutaway moment — a decision 
that clearly resonated with 
audiences.
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On 12/20/25, a historical intellectual debate 
took place in India between Javed Akhtar, a 
famous Movie personality, and Mufti Shamail 
Nadwi. The topic of the debate was, “Does God 
Exist?”
The debate was conducted very professionally 
and it is viral all over the place. Mufti Shamail 
Nadwi is receiving lots of praise and his follow-
ers have exceeded 1.5 million. Perhaps Mufti 
Shamail Nadwi is enjoying his praise and popu-
larity but there is a danger that if he is not care-
ful and let all this media attention go over his 
head, then he may become an easy prey for the 
devil. Because too much media attention spoils 
a God fearing person and makes him lose his 
humbleness. 
Also, I believe, Does God Exist is not an appro-
priate topic. Most of the people of the world do 
not question the existence of God, they ques-
tion, if God exists then why is there so much 
suffering in this world? Average people who has 
no knowledge of Quran does not know that Al-
lah did not promise this life to live in peace and 
comfort, in fact our lives are supposed to be in 
toil and struggle 
I have heard Javed Akhter’s argument many 
times. I never heard him questioning God’s 
existence. I believe he has lost his belief in 
religion, not in God. I heard him saying that 
when I would be standing in front of God and 
if He would question my deeds, then instead of 
answering Him, I would ask Him what He did 
for the humans, besides letting them suffer in 
miseries?  
It tells me that he faced some emotional hurt in 
his life and blamed God for his sufferings. And 
perhaps no one taught him that suffering is a 
part of the test in this life.      
People of all ages believed in God’s existence, 
even the people who lived in the jungle and 
hunted buffaloes, believed that there is a Supper 
Being who takes care of them.
When we talk about Islam, Karen Armstrong 
wrote in her book, “ Islam, a short history,” 

page 4, “ Muhammad’s message was simple. He 
taught the Arabs no new doctrines about God: 
most of the Quraysh were already convinced 
that Allah had created the world and would 
judge humanity in the last days, as jews and 
Christians believed. Mohammad SAW was not 
sent there to make Quraish believe in Allah, 
Quraish already believed in Allah, their problem 
was that they did not believe in equality in so-
cial and economical status and living in harmo-
ny with each other with love, peace and justice. 
Karen Armstrong further wrote, “It was wrong, 
he insisted, to build a private fortune, but good 
to share wealth and create a society where the 
weak and vulnerable were treated with respect. 
If the Quraysh did not mend their ways, their 
society would collapse (as had other unjust soci-
eties in the past) because they were violating the 
fundamental laws of existence. 
If we look into ourselves, then do we see any 
improvement in our religious and social con-
ditions? Are we performing better today than 
what Quraish were when Prophet Mohammad 
SAW started preaching them? 
Mohammad SAW was not sent to Quraish to 
teach them that God exists, because history tells 
us that they already believed in God’s existence. 

Their problem was that they behaved and they 
were in control. Wealthy and powerful believed 
that weak and unfortunate people are to serve 
them and they can treat them anyway they 
wish. Are we not behaving the same way today? 
Are we not lying, cheating, bluffing, manipulat-
ing and doing whatever we have to do to get 
what we want? Our children are learning this 
from childhood, older brothers and sisters are 
trying to dominate younger brothers and sis-
ters. And there is no one to teach us true Islam, 
the Islam that teaches us to obey Allah SWT, 
the Islam that teaches us to submit and trust Al-
lah SWT, the Islam that teaches us to be aware 
of the devil’s tricks and deceptions, the Islam 
that teaches us our accountability of our deeds 
on the Day of Judgment, the Islam that teaches 
us to have most dignified Islamic character, the 
Islam that teaches us to live according to Deen-
e-Huqq.  
May Allah SWT bless us with His Rahmah 
and give intelligence to understand that we are 
losers in this world as well as hereafter if we 
disobey Allah and don’t live following His com-
mandments.

Mohammed Qamruzzaman, FB

JAVED AKHTAR VS MUFTI SHAMAIL
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Important Recall Info That MAY Affect Your Vehicle

What is a recall?
When a manufacturer or the National Highway Traffic 
Safety Administration (NHTSA) determines that a vehicle 
creates an unreasonable risk to safety or fails to meet min-
imum safety standards, the manufacturer is required to fix 
that vehicle at no cost to the owner. That can be done by 
repairing it, replacing it, offering a refund (for equipment) 

or, in rare cases, repurchasing the car.
What should I do if my vehicle is included in this recall?
If your vehicle is included in this recall, it is very impor-
tant that you get it fixed as soon as possible given the 
potential danger to you and your passengers if it is not 
addressed. You should receive a separate letter in the mail 
from the vehicle manufacturer, notifying you of the recall 

and explaining when the remedy will be available, whom 
to contact to repair your vehicle, and to remind you that 
the repair will be done at no charge to you. If you believe 
your vehicle is included in the recall, but you do not 
receive a letter in the mail from the vehicle manufacturer, 
please call NHTSA’s Vehicle Safety Hotline at 1-888-327-
4236, or contact your vehicle manufacturer or dealership.

NHTSA Recall ID Number :	 25V821
Manufacturer :	 Nissan North America, Inc.
Subject :	 Rearview Camera Image May Not Display/FMVSS 111
Make	 Model	 Model Years
INFINITI	 QX80	 2025-2026
NISSAN	 ARMADA	2025
NISSAN	 MURANO	 2025
NHTSA Recall ID Number :	 25V823
Manufacturer :	 Ford Motor Company
Subject :	 Loss of Power Brake Assist
Make	 Model	 Model Years
FORD	 BRONCO	2025
FORD	 EXPEDITION	 2025
FORD	 F-150	 2025
FORD	 RANGER	 2025
LINCOLN	NAVIGATOR	 2025
NHTSA Recall ID Number :	 25V830
Manufacturer :	 Mercedes-Benz USA, LLC
Subject :	 Insufficient Pedestrian Warning Sound/FMVSS 141
Make	 Model	 Model Years
MERCEDES-BENZ	 AMG EQE SUV 4MATIC	 2024-2025
NHTSA Recall ID Number :	 25V834
Manufacturer :	 Zero Motorcycles Inc.
Subject :	 Loss of Drive Power from Incorrect Fasteners in Motor 
Controller
Make	 Model	 Model Years
ZERO	 DSR/X	 2023
NHTSA Recall ID Number :	 25V837
Manufacturer :	 BMW of North America, LLC
Subject :	 Air Bag May Deploy Improperly

Make	 Model	 Model Years
BMW	 X5	 2026
BMW	 X5 PLUG-IN HYBRID	 2026
BMW	 X6	 2026
BMW	 X7	 2026
NHTSA Recall ID Number :	 25V838
Manufacturer :	 Ducati North America
Subject :	 Front or Rear Wheel May Lock Up
Make	 Model	 Model Years
DUCATI	 PANIGALE V2	 2025
DUCATI	 STREETFIGHTER	 2025-2026
NHTSA Recall ID Number :	 25V839
Manufacturer :	 Corp. Micro Bird, Inc.
Subject :	 Loose Power Cable May Cause Fire
Make	 Model	 Model Years
MICRO BIRD	 G5 TRANSIT BUS	 2022-2026
MICRO BIRD	 T-SERIES TRANSIT BUS	 2022-2023, 
2025
NHTSA Recall ID Number :	 25V840
Manufacturer :	 Corp. Micro Bird, Inc.
Subject :	 Loose Power Cable May Cause Fire
Make	 Model	 Model Years
MICRO BIRD	 G5 SCHOOL BUS	 2021-2026
MICRO BIRD	 MB II SCHOOL BUS	2022-2025
MICRO BIRD	 T-SERIES SCHOOL BUS	 2022-2025
NHTSA Recall ID Number :	 25V841
Manufacturer :	 ARBOC Specialty Vehicles, LLC
Subject :	 Wheelchair Restraint Retractor May Not Lock
Make	 Model	 Model Years
ARBOC SPECIALTY VEHICLES	 SPIRIT OF FREEDOM	
2025
ARBOC SPECIALTY VEHICLES	 SPIRIT OF MOBILITY	
2025
NHTSA Recall ID Number :	 25V842
Manufacturer :	 ARBOC Specialty Vehicles, LLC
Subject :	 Wheelchair Restraint Retractor May Not Lock
Make	 Model	 Model Years
ARBOC SPECIALTY VEHICLES	 SPIRIT OF FREEDOM	
2025
NHTSA Recall ID Number :	 25V843
Manufacturer :	 Micro Bird USA LLC
Subject :	 Loose Power Cable May Cause Fire
Make	 Model	 Model Years
MICRO BIRD	 G5 TRANSIT BUS	 2026
NHTSA Recall ID Number :	 25V844
Manufacturer :	 Keystone RV Company
Subject :	 Patio Railing Kit May Be Missing Components
Make	 Model	 Model Years
KEYSTONE	 CARBON	2026
KEYSTONE	 IMPACT	 2026
NHTSA Recall ID Number :	 25V845
Manufacturer :	 Chrysler (FCA US, LLC)
Subject :	 Headlights May Fail/FMVSS 108
Make	 Model	 Model Years

ALFA ROMEO	 GIULIA	 2024
NHTSA Recall ID Number :	 25V846
Manufacturer :	 Chrysler (FCA US, LLC)
Subject :	 Brake Pedal Failure
Make	 Model	 Model Years
ALFA ROMEO	 TONALE PHEV	 2024
DODGE	 HORNET PHEV	 2024
NHTSA Recall ID Number :	 25V847
Manufacturer :	 Jayco, Inc.
Subject :	 Incorrect Weight Information on Label/FMVSS 120
Make	 Model	 Model Years
ENTEGRA	 QWEST	 2026
JAYCO	 MELBOURNE	 2025
JAYCO	 MELBOURNE PRESTIGE	 2026
NHTSA Recall ID Number :	 25V799
Manufacturer :	 Tiffin Motorhomes, Inc.
Subject :	 Incorrect Cargo Carrying Capacity on OCCC Label/FM-
VSS 120
Make	 Model	 Model Years
TIFFIN	 OPEN TRAIL	 2026
NHTSA Recall ID Number :	 25V810
Manufacturer :	 Altec Industries, Inc.
Subject :	 Emergency Stop May Not Function
Make	 Model	 Model Years
ALTEC	 AT SERIES	 2019-2024
NHTSA Recall ID Number :	 25V811
Manufacturer :	 Bentley Motors, Inc.
Subject :	 High Voltage Battery May Overheat
Make	 Model	 Model Years
BENTLEY	BENTAYGA HYBRID	 2023
NHTSA Recall ID Number :	 25V812
Manufacturer :	 Newell Coach Corp.
Subject :	 Incorrect Weld May Cause Seat Failure/FMVSS 207, 210
Make	 Model	 Model Years
NEWELL	 P50	 2022
NHTSA Recall ID Number :	 25V813
Manufacturer :	 Foretravel, Inc.
Subject :	 Incorrect Weld May Cause Seat Failure/FMVSS 207, 210
Make	 Model	 Model Years
FORETRAVEL	 REALM	 2020-2022
FORETRAVEL	 REALM 450	 2022
NHTSA Recall ID Number :	 25V814
Manufacturer :	 Pleasant Valley Teardrop Trailers LLC
Subject :	 Incorrect Weight Listed on CCC and Tire and Loading 
Information Labels
Make	 Model	 Model Years
NUCAMP	TAB 320	 2025-2026
NUCAMP	TAB 360	 2025-2026
NUCAMP	TAB 400	 2025-2026
NUCAMP	TAG	 2025-2026
NHTSA Recall ID Number :	 25V815
Manufacturer :	 General Motors, LLC
Subject :	 Missing Owner’s Manual/FMVSS 225
Make	 Model	 Model Years
CHEVROLET	 SILVERADO 1500	 2026
CHEVROLET	 SILVERADO 2500	 2026
CHEVROLET	 SILVERADO 3500	 2026
NHTSA Recall ID Number :	 25V816
Manufacturer :	 Rivian Automotive, LLC
Subject :	 Driver Seat Belt Pretensioner Cable May Become Damaged
Make	 Model	 Model Years
RIVIAN	 EDV	 2022-2025
NHTSA Recall ID Number :	 25V817
Manufacturer :	 International Motors, LLC
Subject :	 ECU Malfunction May Impair Safety Systems
Make	 Model	 Model Years
INTERNATIONAL	 8600	 2018
INTERNATIONAL	 HV	 2025-2026
INTERNATIONAL	 HX	 2023-2026
INTERNATIONAL	 LONESTAR	 2016-2023
INTERNATIONAL	 LT	 2018-2023
INTERNATIONAL	 MV	 2021-2026
INTERNATIONAL	 RH	 2022-2023
NHTSA Recall ID Number :	 25V818
Manufacturer :	 Volvo Car USA, LLC
Subject :	 Loose Front Seats
Make	 Model	 Model Years
VOLVO	 XC60	 2018, 2025
VOLVO	 XC60MHEV	 2026
NHTSA Recall ID Number :	 25V819
Manufacturer :	 General Motors, LLC
Subject :	 Missing Owner’s Manual/FMVSS 225
Make	 Model	 Model Years
CADILLAC	 VISTIQ	 2026
NHTSA Recall ID Number :	 25V820

Manufacturer :	 Altec Industries, Inc.
Subject :	 Improperly Formed Shear Plate Lockbolts
Make	 Model	 Model Years
ALTEC	 LR8 SERIES	 2025
NHTSA Recall ID Number :	 25V822
Manufacturer :	 Nova Bus (US) Inc.
Subject :	 Cooling Pump Failure May Cause Loss of Drive Power
Make	 Model	 Model Years
NOVA BUS	 LFS	 2025
NHTSA Recall ID Number :	 25V824
Manufacturer :	 Chrysler (FCA US, LLC)
Subject :	 Side Curtain Air Bag Inflators May Rupture
Make	 Model	 Model Years
RAM	 1500	 2019
RAM	 2500	 2019-2020
RAM	 3500	 2019
NHTSA Recall ID Number :	 25V825
Manufacturer :	 KTM North America, Inc.
Subject :	 Loss of Drive Power
Make	 Model	 Model Years
HUSQVARNA	 SVARTPILEN 401	 2024
HUSQVARNA	 VITPILEN 401	 2024
KTM	 390 ADVENTURE R	2025
KTM	 390 ADVENTURE X	2025
KTM	 390 DUKE	2024-2025
KTM	 390 ENDURO R	 2025
KTM	 390 SMC R	 2025
NHTSA Recall ID Number :	 25V826
Manufacturer :	 Chrysler (FCA US, LLC)
Subject :	 Instrument Panel Display Failure/FMVSS 135, 105 & 102
Make	 Model	 Model Years
RAM	 1500	 2025-2026
RAM	 2500	 2025-2026
RAM	 3500	 2025-2026
RAM	 4500	 2025-2026
RAM	 5500	 2025-2026
NHTSA Recall ID Number :	 25V827
Manufacturer :	 Ford Motor Company
Subject :	 Driver and Passenger Door Trim May Detach
Make	 Model	 Model Years
LINCOLN	MKT	 2016-2019
NHTSA Recall ID Number :	 25V828
Manufacturer :	 Ford Motor Company
Subject :	 Engine Oil Leak May Cause Fire
Make	 Model	 Model Years
FORD	 EXPLORER	 2026
FORD	 MAVERICK	 2025
FORD	 MUSTANG	 2026
LINCOLN	CORSAIR	2026
NHTSA Recall ID Number :	 25V829
Manufacturer :	 Ford Motor Company
Subject :	 Liftgate Hinge Covers May Detach
Make	 Model	 Model Years
FORD	 ESCAPE	 2020-2022, 2025
NHTSA Recall ID Number :	 25V831
Manufacturer :	 Ford Motor Company
Subject :	 Inoperative Rear Lightbar/FMVSS 108
Make	 Model	 Model Years
LINCOLN	NAVIGATOR	 2025
NHTSA Recall ID Number :	 25V832
Manufacturer :	 Virnig Manufacturing Inc.
Subject :	 Bearing Lock Nut Failure Can Cause Tire to Detach
Make	 Model	 Model Years
VIRNIG	 TR-HDD-1414	 2025
VIRNIG	 TR-RHDD-1409	 2025
NHTSA Recall ID Number :	 25V833
Manufacturer :	 Hyundai Motor America
Subject :	 Sudden Unintended Braking
Make	 Model	 Model Years
GENESIS	 G90	 2023-2026
NHTSA Recall ID Number :	 25V835
Manufacturer :	 Volkswagen Group of America, Inc.
Subject :	 Wheel May Detach from Vehicle
Make	 Model	 Model Years
VOLKSWAGEN	 ATLAS	 2026
VOLKSWAGEN	 ATLAS CROSS SPORT	 2026
VOLKSWAGEN	 ID.4	 2026
NHTSA Recall ID Number :	 25V836
Manufacturer :	 Volkswagen Group of America, Inc.
Subject :	 High Voltage Battery May Catch Fire
Make	 Model	 Model Years
VOLKSWAGEN	 ID.4	 2023-2024
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RECIPES
Sautéed Green Beans with Pomegranates

Ingredients

1 1/2 tsp. kosher salt, plus more for the cooking 
water

2 lb. green beans, trimmed

1 cup pure pomegranate juice

1 Tbsp. salted butter

3 Tbsp. olive oil

3 shallots, thinly sliced

1 Tbsp. grated fresh ginger

1/2 cup pomegranate seeds

1/2 cup chopped salted roasted pistachios

1/4 cup fresh parsley, roughly chopped

2 Tbsp. fresh dill, roughly chopped
Directions
1
Bring a large pot of salted water to a boil. Pre-
pare a large bowl of ice water. Add the green 
beans to the boiling water and cook until crisp-
tender, about 5 minutes. Drain and add to the 
ice water; let sit for 5 minutes. Drain and pat 
dry.
2
Meanwhile, bring the pomegranate juice to a 
boil in a small saucepan over high heat and cook 
until syrupy, about 4 minutes. Stir in the but-
ter until smooth and glossy. Set aside and keep 
warm. 
3
Heat the olive oil in a large skillet over medium 
heat. Add the shallots and cook, stirring occa-
sionally, until softened, 4 to 5 minutes. Add the 
ginger and stir to combine. Add the green beans 
and salt and toss to coat in the oil and shallots. 

Cover and cook until heated through, about 3 
minutes. 
4
Uncover the skillet, then sprinkle with half each 
of the pomegranate seeds, pistachios, parsley 
and dill and toss. Transfer to a platter. Drizzle 
with the pomegranate syrup and sprinkle with 
the remaining pomegranate seeds, pistachios, 
parsley and dill.

Sloppy Joes
Ingredients

1 Tbsp. extra-virgin olive oil

1 medium yellow onion, chopped

1 red bell pepper, seeds and ribs removed, 
chopped

1/2 cup ketchup

2 garlic cloves, finely chopped

1 Tbsp. chili powder

2 Tbsp. apple cider vinegar

2 Tbsp. yellow mustard

1 Tbsp. brown sugar

1 Tbsp. Worcestershire sauce
Kosher salt

Freshly ground black pepper

1 lb. ground beef

1 cup canned tomato sauce

6 hamburger buns, toasted
Directions
Step 1
In a large skillet over medium-high heat, heat 
oil. Cook onion and bell pepper, stirring occa-
sionally, until softened and slightly golden, 10 to 
15 minutes 
Step 2
Add ketchup and cook, stirring occasionally, 

until color has darkened and ketchup is reduced 
to a thick paste, 7 to 10 minutes.
Step 3
Add garlic and chili powder and cook, stirring, 
until fragrant, about 1 minute. Add vinegar, 
mustard, brown sugar, and Worcestershire 
sauce; season with salt and pepper. Cook, stir-
ring frequently, until incorporated, about 1 
minute more.
Step 4
Increase heat to high and add ground beef. Us-
ing a fork, break apart beef until separated and 
no big lumps remain. Cook, stirring frequently, 
until browned, about 5 minutes.
Step 5
Add tomato sauce and bring to a boil, stirring 
to combine. Let cool slightly; season with salt, if 
needed.
Step 6
Divide beef mixture among buns and serve.
Onion: Veggies are the foundation of your 
sloppy Joe. A traditional yellow onion will work 
here, as their sweetness nicely complements the 
ground beef. White would be a good substitute, 
but try to avoid the bite of a red onion if pos-
sible.
Bell Pepper: I called for red here for a pop of 
color, but green or whatever you had on hand 
works. They have a very mild taste but provide 
much needed texture to your sloppy Joes.
Ground Beef: Ground beef is likely what you 
remember as the base of all those childhood 
sloppy Joes, but if you want to lighten things up, 
feel free to swap in a pound of ground turkey 
(like we did with our Italian sloppy Joes) or your 
favorite meat alternative (like Beyond or Impos-
sible) for a meal that’s just as delicious.
Sloppy Joe Sauce: For sloppy Joes, it’s all about 
the sauce. Our recipe uses ketchup, yellow mus-

tard, apple cider vinegar, Worcestershire sauce, 
brown sugar, tomato sauce, and plenty of spices 
to create the perfect balance of flavors. When 
making your sauce, don’t skip taking the time to 
cook down your ketchup! Reducing until it be-
comes a thick paste makes the sugars caramel-
ize, deepening the overall flavor of your sloppy 
Joe sauce.
Hamburger Buns: While hamburger buns are 
what you might immediately pair with sloppy 
Joes (and we love them, don’t get us wrong), feel 
free to change things up. Something rich and 
eggy like a brioche bun would make these feel 
even more deluxe, or opt for good ol’ bread to 
make a sloppy Joe grilled cheese.
STEP-BY-STEP INSTRUCTIONS
The most iconic part of the sloppy Joe is argu-
ably the sauce, so it’s important not to skip out 
on building all those layers of flavor by first 
slowly sautéing the onion and bell pepper. First, 
you’ll want to heat your oil large skillet over 
medium-high heat before adding the onion and 
bell pepper. Stir the mixture occasionally, until 
softened and slightly golden, which will take 10 
to 15 minutes. Trust me, I know it sounds long, 
but you don’t want to rush this step!
By Alejandro Valdes Lora
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After the reports of Akshaye Khanna leaving Drishyam 3 following disagree-
ments on his acting fees and choice to wear wig, producer Kumar Mangat has 
opened up and has called out the actor.
In an interview with Bollywood Hungama, Man-
gat said that Akshaye thinks Dhurandhar worked 
because of him while it worked for many reasons 
including main lead Ranveer Singh. He also said 
Drishyam franchise is led by Ajay Devgn and 
Chhaava was led by Vicky Kaushal.
He said, “If Akshaye does a solo film, it won’t even 
collect Rs. 50 crores in India. Forget the lifetime, 
if he thinks he has become a superstar, then he 
should try mounting a superstar budget film with 
some studio and see who greenlights his film with 
that kind of budget. Some actors do ensemble cast 
films and after those movies become big hits, they 
start thinking that they are the star. That’s exactly 
what has happened with him. He thinks he’s a 
superstar now. Success has gone into his head. He 
told us, ‘Dhurandhar is working because of me’. He 
needs to understand that multiple factors worked 
in favour of Dhurandhar.”
He also said that Akshaye had initially loved the 
script and had said that it was a Rs 500 cr film.
“When he heard the script in his Alibaug farm-
house, he liked it so much that he told us, ‘Yeh Rs. 
500 crore ki film hai. Maine life mein aisi script 
nahin suni hai’. He even hugged Abhishek and the 
writer. Then, we had negotiations, after which we 
agreed on the fees. We even signed the agreement. 
He even got an advance while we paid the designer 
for his clothes. And then 10 days before his shoot, 
he declined to work on the film.”
Reports suggest that Akshaye asked for Rs 21 cr to 
work in the film after Dhurandhar.
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The Historian’s Den
When France fell to Nazi Germany 
in 1940, Morocco, then under 
French protectorate, came under 
the control of the collaboration-
ist Vichy regime. Anti‑Jewish 
laws were imposed across French 
territories, stripping Jews of rights, 
jobs, and protections. Nazi officials 
pushed for Jewish populations in 
North Africa to be registered, seg-
regated, and eventually deported. 
Morocco’s Jewish community, one 
of the oldest in the world, suddenly 
faced a terrifying and uncertain 
future.
Sultan Mohammed V, though 
limited by colonial rule, used every 
ounce of his authority to shield his 
Jewish subjects. When pressured 
to hand them over for relocation 
to Nazi camps, he refused outright, 
famously declaring, “There are no 
Jews in Morocco - only Moroccan 
subjects.” He insisted that Moroc-
can Jews would not be separated, 
marked, or treated differently, and 
he quietly resisted Vichy attempts 
to enforce harsher measures. His 
stance was both symbolic and 
practical: it signaled to local of-
ficials that persecution would not 

be tolerated.
Because of his resistance, and 
because the Nazis never fully 
controlled Morocco, not a single 
Moroccan Jew was deported or 
killed during the Holocaust. In 
a time when entire communities 
across Europe were being anni-
hilated, Morocco became a rare 
refuge where Jewish life continued 
under the protection of a Muslim 
monarch. Today, Mohammed V 
is remembered with deep respect 
by Jewish communities worldwide 
for standing firm when it mattered 
most.
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When her husband was murdered, she invited 
his killers to a royal wedding... then buried them 
alive in a ditch.
In 945 AD, Igor, Grand Prince of Kyiv, was 
killed by the Drevlians—a Slavic tribe who re-
belled against his excessive tribute demands. Ac-
cording to chronicles, they bent two birch trees 
down, tied Igor between them, and released the 
trees, tearing him apart.
His widow, Olga, was left to rule as regent for 
their young son Svyatoslav, who was only a 
child. She was a foreigner in a brutal political 
landscape, surrounded by enemies who likely 
expected her to be weak, manageable, or willing 
to remarry for political convenience.
They badly misjudged Olga of Kyiv.
What happened next became the stuff of leg-
end—literally. The Primary Chronicle, written 
more than 150 years after these events, records 
four increasingly elaborate revenge tales that 
historians believe blend historical fact with folk-
loric embellishment. But whether every detail 
is true or not, these stories established Olga’s 
reputation as one of the most ruthless rulers in 
medieval history.
The First Revenge:
The Drevlian prince, Mal, saw an opportunity. 
With Igor dead, he could marry the widow, 
unite their territories, and legitimize his rebel-
lion. He sent twenty of his finest nobles to Kyiv 
in boats, proposing marriage.
Olga received their message graciously and sent 
word back: the Drevlians should return the next 
day in their boats, and her people would carry 
them to her court as an honor befitting such 
distinguished guests.
The Drevlians, flattered, agreed.
When they arrived, Olga’s people lifted the 
boats—with the ambassadors still inside—and 
carried them through the streets of Kyiv. The 
Drevlians believed they were being honored 
with a triumphant procession.
Then the procession reached Olga’s courtyard, 
where a deep pit had been dug overnight.
The people of Kyiv tipped the boats over, 
dumped the Drevlians into the pit, and buried 
them alive.
As the earth was being shoveled over them, Olga 
reportedly asked: “Are you finding the honor to 
your taste?”
The Second Revenge:
Olga sent another message to Prince Mal: she 
would indeed marry him, but he must send his 
most distinguished men to escort her properly 
to Drevlian territory. Mal, apparently not yet 
suspicious, complied.
When this second delegation arrived, Olga of-
fered them a bathhouse to refresh themselves 
after their journey—a customary hospitality. 
Once they were inside, her soldiers barred the 
doors and set the bathhouse on fire, burning 
them all alive.
The Third Revenge:
Olga then traveled to Drevlian territory herself, 
ostensibly to hold a funeral feast at her hus-
band’s grave—a traditional ritual. The Drevlians, 
still somehow unsuspecting, prepared a great 

feast.
Olga’s servants plied the 
Drevlians with mead and 
wine until they were thor-
oughly drunk. Then, at 
Olga’s signal, her soldiers 
massacred approximately 
5,000 Drevlians where they 
sat.
The Fourth Revenge:
Finally, Olga laid siege to 
Iskorosten, the Drevlian 
capital. After a year-long 
siege with no breakthrough, 
she sent a message: she 
would lift the siege if they 
sent her a tribute of three 
sparrows and three pigeons 
from each household—a 
laughably small request.
The relieved Drevlians com-
plied immediately.
Olga’s soldiers tied pieces 
of sulfur wrapped in cloth 
to each bird’s legs, set them 
on fire, and released them. 
The birds flew back to their 
nests in the thatched roofs 
of Iskorosten.
The city burned to the 
ground.
Now, are all these details historically accurate? 
Almost certainly not in their elaborate folkloric 
form. The stories follow classic revenge tale pat-
terns—clever tricks, escalating brutality, poetic 
justice. They’re designed to establish Olga as 
cunning, ruthless, and unstoppable.
But the core truth is clear: Olga crushed the 
Drevlians militarily and politically. She con-
quered their territory, integrated it into Kievan 
Rus’, and established a reputation for brutal 
competence that made other tribes think twice 
about rebellion.
She ruled as regent for approximately 18 years 
(945-963 AD), longer than many medieval kings 
ruled in their own right. She reformed the trib-
ute system that had gotten her husband killed, 
establishing fixed rates and administrative struc-
tures. She consolidated power, strengthened 
Kyiv’s position, and proved that a woman could 
rule effectively in a violent, patriarchal medieval 
world.
And then, something unexpected happened.
Around 955-957 AD, Olga traveled to Constan-
tinople and converted to Christianity, being 
baptized by the Byzantine Emperor himself. For 
a ruler whose legend was built on pagan revenge 
and brutal warfare, this was a profound trans-
formation.
But here’s where we need to be honest about her 
impact: Olga failed to convert her people during 
her lifetime. Her son Svyatoslav remained firmly 
pagan and rejected Christianity entirely. When 
she tried to convince him to convert, he report-
edly said his warriors would laugh at him.
Olga’s Christian influence wouldn’t bear fruit 
until a generation later, when her grandson 

Vladimir converted Kievan Rus’ to Christian-
ity in 988 AD—about 20 years after her death. 
So while she did plant seeds, calling her the 
architect of Rus’ Christianization overstates her 
immediate success.
She died around 969 AD and was later canon-
ized as a saint by the Orthodox Church—Saint 
Olga, Equal-to-the-Apostles. The church cel-
ebrated her Christian legacy while tactfully 
downplaying the whole “buried people alive and 
burned cities” phase of her career.
Olga’s story raises uncomfortable questions. 
She’s venerated as a saint, but her legendary re-
venge was grotesquely brutal. She’s celebrated as 
a powerful woman leader, but her power came 
through violence that would be called terrorism 
today. She’s credited with bringing Christianity 
to Rus’, but she couldn’t even convert her own 
son.
Medieval history is full of these contradictions. 
We can acknowledge Olga’s political brilliance, 
her effectiveness as a ruler, and her histori-
cal importance while also recognizing that the 
revenge tales—whether fully true or embel-
lished—describe horrific acts of mass violence.
What’s certain is this: in a world where widows 
were expected to remarry or retire to convents, 
Olga seized power and held it for nearly two de-
cades. In a brutal political landscape dominated 
by men, she became legendary for being more 
ruthless, more clever, and more effective than 
any of them.
The Drevlians killed her husband thinking it 
would eliminate a problem.
Instead, they created a legend.

The Curiosity Curator’s Post
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Her father named her heir over his sons. Nobles refused 
and installed her incompetent brother instead. Six months 
later, she took the throne anyway—and became the only 
woman Sultan in 320 years.
This is 1205. The Mongol Empire is spreading across Asia. 
Genghis Khan is conquering everything in his path. In 
Delhi, India, a baby girl is born to Sultan Shamsuddin Iltut-
mish and named Razia.
Nobody expects this girl to make history. Her father is a 
former slave who rose through military ranks to become 
Sultan. In the rigid hierarchy of the Delhi Sultanate, women 
exist as property—married off for political alliances, kept 
secluded behind walls and veils, utterly excluded from 
power.
But Iltutmish doesn’t raise Razia like other daughters.
He trains all his children identically—sons and daughters 
alike. Razia learns archery. She learns sword fighting. She 
learns military strategy, political theory, administration, 
governance. While other noble girls learn embroidery and 
household management, Razia studies how to command 
armies and rule empires.
By her teens, Razia is already serving as her father’s advisor 
on military and strategic matters. She attends court. She 
participates in policy discussions. Nobles are scandalized—
a teenage girl in the Sultan’s council chamber?—but Iltut-
mish doesn’t care.
In 1229, Iltutmish’s eldest son Nasiruddin Mahmud dies 
unexpectedly. The Sultan had been grooming him as his 
successor. Now that plan is destroyed.
Iltutmish looks at his remaining sons. They’re incompe-
tent—absorbed in pleasure, disinterested in governance, 
incapable of the discipline required to rule. Then he looks 
at Razia.
In 1231, Iltutmish leaves Delhi for a military campaign in 
Gwalior. He makes an unprecedented decision: he leaves 
26-year-old Razia in charge of Delhi’s entire administration.
For over a year, Razia runs the capital. She handles mili-
tary decisions. She adjudicates disputes. She manages the 
treasury. She keeps the city functioning smoothly during 
her father’s absence.
When Iltutmish returns and sees how effectively she’s gov-
erned, he makes a decision that shocks the Islamic world.
He names Razia as his heir apparent.
Not one of his sons. His daughter.
When nobles protest—”You have surviving sons!”—Iltut-
mish responds simply: “My sons are obsessed with frivolity 
and pleasure. Razia is more capable than all of them.”
He orders his officer to prepare an official decree naming 
Razia his successor.
Then, in April 1236, Sultan Iltutmish dies.
The nobles immediately ignore his wishes. They refuse to 
accept a woman as Sultan. Instead, they install Ruknuddin 
Firuz—Razia’s half-brother—on the throne.
Ruknuddin is exactly as incompetent as his father pre-
dicted. He spends his reign drinking, indulging in sexual 
pleasures, and riding elephants through Delhi’s streets 
while throwing gold coins to crowds. Actual governance is 
handled by his mother, Shah Turkan, who uses her power to 
settle personal grudges and eliminate rivals.
Within months, Delhi is in chaos. The administration is 
collapsing. Shah Turkan attempts to have Razia assassinat-
ed—viewing her as a threat even though she’s not currently 
in power.
The assassination attempt fails.
Six months into Ruknuddin’s disastrous reign—November 
1236—Razia makes her move. With support from Delhi’s 
citizens who are sick of the incompetent ruler, she stages a 
rebellion.
Ruknuddin and Shah Turkan are both assassinated.
On November 10, 1236, Razia ascends to the throne of the 
Delhi Sultanate.
She takes the formal title Jalâlat-ud-Dîn Raziyâ. But more 
importantly, she makes two immediate declarations that 
send shockwaves through conservative Muslim society.
First: she drops the veil. The pardah—the face covering 
worn by Muslim women—is discarded completely. She ap-
pears unveiled in court, in public, everywhere.
Second: she refuses the title “Sultana.” That word means 
“wife or mistress of a Sultan”—a woman defined by her 
relationship to a man. Razia insists on being called “Sultan” 
instead. A masculine title. A ruler’s title.
“I am second to none,” she tells the court.

Then she does something even more outrageous: she 
abandons traditional women’s clothing entirely. She 
wears the tunic, turban, and robes worn by male rul-
ers. She appears in court dressed as a Sultan—not as a 
woman pretending to be Sultan.
The Turkish nobles are furious. Conservative Muslims 
are scandalized. Many plot against her from day one, 
determined to remove this woman who dares to rule 
unveiled and dressed like a man.
Razia ignores them. She has work to do.
She orders new coins minted with an inscription that 
makes her position crystal clear: “Pillar of Women, 
Queen of the Times, Sultan Razia, Daughter of Sham-
suddin Iltutmish.”
Not wife of anyone. Not regent for anyone. Sultan. In her 
own right. Based on her own merit.
Then she starts governing.
Razia launches military campaigns to secure the Sultan-
ate’s borders. Her first target is Ranthambore, whose 
ruler declared independence after Iltutmish’s death. She 
sends Malik Qutubuddin Hasan Ghuri to reclaim it—he 
successfully evacuates Turkish nobles from the fort but 
can’t fully subjugate the local Chahamana rulers, who 
continue guerrilla warfare.
She faces a Shia revolt. She crushes it. When Qarma-
tians attack the Jama Masjid in Delhi, she responds with 
overwhelming force.
But military campaigns aren’t her priority. Razia believes 
in building, not just conquering.
She establishes schools and academies throughout her terri-
tories. She founds research centers dedicated to philosophy, 
science, astronomy, and literature. She opens public librar-
ies stocked with works by ancient philosophers alongside 
the Quran and Islamic texts.
Radically, she includes Hindu scientific and philosophical 
texts in these libraries—an act of tolerance that later Mus-
lim historians criticize as heretical.
She reforms education, expanding curricula to include 
advanced topics that stimulate intellectual curiosity. She 
builds mosques—becoming one of the few women in his-
tory to commission Islamic religious architecture.
She installs a large bell at her palace gate with a simple in-
struction: anyone seeking justice can ring that bell, and the 
Sultan will personally hear their case. She doesn’t remain 
aloof from her subjects—she mingles among them, acces-
sible in ways most rulers aren’t.
For four years, Razia proves she’s as capable—perhaps more 
capable—than any Sultan before her.
But she makes one critical mistake: she promotes Jamal-
ud-Din Yaqut, an Abyssinian slave, to a high administrative 
position.
The Turkish nobles explode with rage. Bad enough that 
a woman rules them. Now she’s elevating a non-Turk—a 
slave—above the Turkish aristocracy?
It’s the excuse they’ve been waiting for.
In 1240, several army commanders rebel. They’re led by 
Malik Ikhtiyaruddin Altunia, the governor of Bhatinda.
Razia marches out personally to face the rebellion—riding 
an elephant at the head of her army, fully armored, com-
manding troops in battle just as her father trained her.
But during the fighting, Yaqut is killed. Without him, Ra-
zia’s position collapses. She’s captured by Altunia’s forces.
In Delhi, the nobles who orchestrated the rebellion im-
mediately install another half-brother—Bahram Shah—as 
Sultan. They create a new position, naib-i mamlakat (es-
sentially regent), and distribute all important positions and 
territories among themselves.
Meanwhile, Altunia holds Razia captive. Then something 
unexpected happens: he falls in love with his prisoner.
Altunia proposes marriage. Razia—pragmatic, strategic—
accepts. If she wants any chance of reclaiming her throne, 
she needs an army. Altunia can provide one.
They marry. Then the newlywed couple gathers forces—al-
lying with Khokhars, Jats, and Rajputs—and march toward 
Delhi in October 1240.
The army sent from Delhi to meet them is larger and better 
equipped. Razia and Altunia’s forces are routed. They flee 
the battlefield.
There are two versions of what happens next.
In one account, Razia flees alone through the countryside, 
exhausted and starving. She approaches a farmer and begs 
for help. The farmer recognizes her jewelry, realizes she’s 

wealthy, murders her, and steals her possessions.
In the other account, she’s caught by the pursuing army and 
executed.
Either way, on October 15, 1240, Razia Sultana dies. She’s 
thirty-five years old. She ruled for less than four years.
Today, her tomb sits in a narrow alleyway in the Bulbuli 
Khana neighborhood of Old Delhi. It’s neglected, forgotten 
by most—an obscure monument in a crowded city.
For 800 years, Razia remained the only woman to rule 
the Delhi Sultanate. The Delhi Sultanate itself lasted until 
1526—320 years total. In all that time, no other woman ever 
occupied the throne.
Razia’s story forces us to confront uncomfortable truths: 
she was more qualified than the men who succeeded her 
father. She governed more effectively than her brothers. 
She proved women could command armies, administer 
empires, and rule with intelligence and justice.
And still, she was overthrown—not because she failed, but 
because she was female.
The nobles who deposed her replaced her with Bahram 
Shah, who immediately proved incompetent. The Sultanate 
weakened under subsequent rulers. None matched Razia’s 
vision or capability.
But they were men. And in 13th-century India—in 13th-
century anywhere—that mattered more than competence.
Razia Sultana ruled unveiled, dressed as a Sultan, leading 
armies, building schools, administering justice. For four 
years, she proved that gender has nothing to do with the 
ability to govern.
Then history killed her and spent 800 years forgetting her 
name.
But here’s what history can’t erase: for four years, the most 
powerful person in one of medieval India’s greatest empires 
was a woman who refused to be anyone’s wife, mistress, or 
subordinate.
She was Sultan. Not despite being a woman—but because 
she was the most qualified person for the job.
That’s what her father saw. That’s what the people of Delhi 
saw when they supported her over the nobles’ choice.
And that’s what terrified powerful men so much that they 
spent four years plotting to destroy her.
Razia Sultana didn’t just break barriers. She shattered them 
so completely that it took 800 years for history to even 
acknowledge what she’d done.
The only woman Sultan of Delhi.
Gone, but never really defeated.
Because you can kill a ruler.
But you can’t kill the idea that women deserve power based 
on merit, not gender.
That idea—Razia’s legacy—refuses to die.
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India Historical Moments Khusro Bagh.
Mirza Khusrau— The Lost Prince of the 
Mughal Empire. Mirza Khusrau, born on 16 
August 1587 in Lahore, entered the world 
carrying enormous expectations. His father, 
Prince Salim—who later became Emperor 
Jahangir—was Akbar’s only surviving son, and 
his mother Man Bai, daughter of Raja Bhag-
want Das of Amber, belonged to one of the 
most powerful Rajput families of India. Their 
marriage symbolised the deep bond between 
the Mughals and the Rajputs, and Khusrau’s 
birth strengthened that alliance even further. 
Salim honoured Man Bai with the title Shah 
Begum after their son’s birth, a mark of her 
importance and status within the royal house-
hold.
From his earliest days, Khusrau grew up 
adored, especially by his grandfather Akbar. 
He called Akbar “Shahi Baba,” meaning royal 
father, and the emperor loved him like a son. 
Many nobles believed that Akbar saw in Khus-
rau the qualities he wished had existed in his 
own son Salim—patience, kindness, curiosity, 
discipline, and charm. This atmosphere led 
many to quietly speculate that Akbar might 
want Khusrau, not Salim, to continue the 
Mughal legacy. Whether true or exaggerated, 
these whispers were strong enough to plant 
seeds of tension between father and son.
But behind the warmth of his childhood lay 
growing sorrow. Khusrau’s mother, Shah 
Begum, was deeply troubled by the conflict 
between her husband and her son. She con-
stantly advised Khusrau to remain loyal and 
respectful toward Jahangir, urging him to 
avoid the influence of nobles who pushed 
him toward rebellion. Her inability to mend 
the rift between them caused her immense 
emotional strain. Finally, unable to bear the 
hostility any longer, she consumed opium 
and ended her life on 5 May 1605. Her death 
devastated Khusrau, stripping him of one of 
his strongest sources of support.
Despite this heartbreak, Khusrau continued 
to receive an extraordinary education under 
Akbar’s supervision. Akbar wanted him to 
grow into a ruler capable of uniting the em-
pire’s diverse populations. To shape him, he 
appointed the empire’s finest minds: Abu’l-
Fazl introduced him to languages, philosophy, 
and liberal thought; Abu’l Khair continued 
his scholarly training; Raja Man Singh, one of 
India’s greatest warriors, trained him in mili-
tary strategy; and Shiv Dutt Bhattacharya, a 
respected Brahmin scholar, taught him Hindu 
scripture and culture. This unique combina-
tion of Islamic, Persian, Rajput, and Hindu 
influences shaped Khusrau into a remarkably 
open-minded and capable young prince. Ak-
bar himself personally taught him horseman-
ship, archery, and battlefield tactics. By the 
time he reached maturity, Khusrau was seen 

as one of the most polished and promising 
princes the Mughal Empire had ever pro-
duced.
His marriages strengthened this political im-
age even more strongly. His chief wife was the 
daughter of Mirza Aziz Koka, Akbar’s foster 
brother and one of the most powerful nobles of 
the court. Their marriage was celebrated lav-
ishly, and she quickly became Khusrau’s favou-
rite wife, giving birth to his eldest son, Dawar 
Bakhsh, and another son, Buland Akhtar, who 
died in infancy. Akbar also arranged Khusrau’s 
marriage into the Tarkhan family of Thatta, 
further expanding his political alliances. An-
other noblewoman bore him Prince Gurshasp. 
He also had a son named Rateskar and a daugh-
ter, Hoshmand Banu Begum. These marriages 
placed Khusrau at the centre of a web of power-
ful families, marking him as a serious contend-
er for the Mughal throne.
But the Mughal court was a dangerous place 
for anyone who appeared too favoured. In April 
1606, encouraged by ambitious nobles and 
disillusioned by his father’s behaviour, Khusrau 
rebelled. He left Agra quietly with a small band 
of horsemen, claiming he was visiting Akbar’s 
tomb. But along the way, thousands rallied to 
him. At Tarn Taran Sahib near Amritsar, he 
was blessed by Guru Arjan Dev, a moment that 
would later have enormous consequences in 
Sikh history. With growing support, Khusrau 
marched toward Lahore and attempted to seize 
the city.
Jahangir responded swiftly. He personally led 
the imperial forces and defeated Khusrau at 
the Battle of Bhairowal. The prince tried to 
flee, but was captured at the Chenab River. 
Jahangir then staged a brutal punishment: the 
bodies of Khusrau’s supporters were impaled 
along the road into Agra, and Khusrau was 
forced to ride an elephant past the corpses. It 
was a public reminder of what happened to 
those who challenged the crown.
Khusrau spent the next years imprisoned. 
Though he was given comfortable food and 
clothing, his freedom was gone. At one point, 
during a hunting trip, Jahangir ordered him 
walled inside a tower for four months. In an 
extraordinary gesture of loyalty, Khusrau’s 
wife begged to be imprisoned alongside him, 
choosing to share his suffering rather than 
live apart from him. Meanwhile, Mariam-uz-
Zamani—Akbar’s senior wife and one of the 
most influential women in Mughal history—
wrote a powerful letter to Jahangir in 1616. 
She warned him that if Khusrau’s custody 
was ever transferred to Prince Khurram (later 
Shah Jahan), Khurram would kill him. She 
also warned that this act would set a deadly 
example for future generations, encourag-
ing brothers to eliminate each other for the 
throne. Her warning would later prove chill-
ingly accurate.
As Jahangir’s health declined, the political 

landscape shifted. Nur Jahan, the powerful 
empress, sought to secure her own influence 
by arranging a marriage between her daugh-
ter, Mihr-un-Nissa Begum, and Khusrau. But 
Khusrau refused the match. This rejection 
damaged his position even more severely, 
and the marriage was instead given to Prince 
Shahryar, further empowering Nur Jahan 
and weakening Khusrau’s protection at court. 
Eventually, under pressure from Nur Jahan, 
Asaf Khan, and Prince Khurram, Jahangir 
handed Khusrau into their custody.
In 1620, Jahangir ordered Prince Khurram 
to lead a military campaign in the Deccan. 
Khurram refused to leave unless Khusrau was 
placed firmly under his control. He feared that 
if Jahangir died while he was away, Khusrau 
might be reinstated as heir. Reluctantly, Jah-
angir agreed. Two years later, Khurram sent 
a message that Khusrau had died of natural 
causes. But few believed this. Persian and 
European chroniclers accused Khurram—now 
Shah Jahan—of having his brother strangled. 
Even Aurangzeb, Shah Jahan’s own son, later 
confirmed that his father had ordered the 
murder.
Jahangir was devastated. Despite everything—
the rebellion, the politics, the heartbreak—
Khusrau was still his firstborn. He ordered the 
prince buried beside his mother, Shah Begum, 
in Allahabad and built a mausoleum in his 
honour at Khusro Bagh. The quiet garden still 
stands today, holding the memory of a prince 
who lived with promise but died in tragedy.
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common winter illnesses
1. Common cold (rhinovirus)
With more than 200 different cold viruses (rhinovi-
ruses) in circulation, it’s no wonder that most adults 
catch colds two or three times a year. Kids — with 
their germy hands, phlegmy coughs and (lack of) 
sneeze-covering skills — get sick even more fre-
quently.

Cold viruses linger, and you can pass the virus to 
others for up to two weeks. You and your child are 
contagious during the symptom-free incubation 
period. But you’re most likely to infect others when 
cold symptoms are at their worst — usually around 
day three of feeling lousy.

“For relief from a cold, staying hydrated is key. 
Drinking warm liquids like tea can be soothing for 
a sore throat and congestion, and small changes 
can make a big difference when you have a cold,” 
says Dr. Goldman. “Consider using a humidifier in 
your room to add moisture to the air to help loosen 
congestion or gargle with warm salt water to relieve 
a sore throat.”

2. Flu (influenza)
Flu season runs from October to May, but it’s 
possible to get sick with an influenza virus any time 
of the year. The flu sickens millions in the U.S. every 
year and could lead to potential hospitalization or 
death. The flu vaccine can protect you and your 
family from this highly contagious virus. Each year, 
a new vaccine is rolled out to protect you against 
current variants of the flu.

By the time you start showing flu symptoms, you’ve 
probably already given the virus to at least one other 
person. That’s because you’re contagious before you 
know you’re sick. The flu is contagious for a week or 
longer after you first have symptoms.

3. COVID-19
COVID-19 spreads easily and peaks during respira-
tory season just like the flu and RSV. Because of this,
 we now have an annually updated COVID-19 vac-
cine that functions just like the annual flu vaccine: 
It protects you and your loved ones from the most 
dangerous circulating variants of COVID-19.

While you can still get COVID-19 even after you’ve 
been vaccinated, you’re likely to experience less 
severe symptoms and you’re less at risk of hospital-
ization.

If you get infected with COVID-19, you’re more 
likely to infect others with the virus one to two days 
before symptoms appear and two to three days after 
you start feeling unwell. How long you’re contagious 
can also depend on the severity of your illness. If you 
have:

Mild or no symptoms (asymptomatic): You’re conta-
gious for about five days
Moderate to severe symptoms: You may be conta-
gious for up to 20 days
“Once your symptoms have significantly improved 
or resolved, and it’s been at least five days since the 
onset of symptoms, you can generally be around oth-
ers,” says Dr. Goldman.

4. Respiratory syncytial virus (RSV)
In adults and children who are otherwise healthy, 
RSV typically causes mild symptoms similar to the 
common cold. But this respiratory infection can 
cause potentially life-threatening bronchiolitis and 
pneumonia in infants, adults who are older and 
people with weakened immune systems.

Every year, RSV infections in children lead to 58,000 
to 85,000 hospitalizations, and now, we’re seeing 
around 177,000 adults 60 and older being hospi-
talized with this virus, too. To help protect these 
populations, we’re now rolling out an RSV vaccine 
for children and older adults.

If you or your child gets infected with RSV, you can 
be contagious for a couple of days before 
symptoms appear and up to eight days afterward. 
But infants who are infected and people with weak 
immune systems may be contagious for up to four 
weeks, even when they no longer have symptoms.

5. Chest cold (bronchitis)

The viruses that cause colds, flu and COVID-19 can 
all lead to bronchitis if they’re left untreated or if 
their symptoms are severe enough. Also known as 
a chest cold, bronchitis causes the airways to your 
lungs to swell and fill with mucus. The most com-
mon symptom is a chronic cough that lasts three 
weeks or longer. Bronchitis isn’t contagious. But the
cold, flu or other virus that led to bronchitis is, so 
you still need to take precautions to prevent infect-
ing others.

6. Pneumonia
Bacteria — as well as the viruses that cause COV-
ID-19 and RSV — can cause pneumonia. Both viral 
and bacterial pneumonia are contagious, but not 
everyone who’s exposed gets sick.

Healthcare providers recommend that children 
younger than 2, adults over 65 and people with 
weakened immune systems get the pneumococcal 
(pneumonia) vaccine to prevent severe complica-
tions. These populations specifically are 
at increased risk for severe symptoms, and even 
death, as a result of pneumonia.

If you have viral pneumonia, you’re contagious until 
your fever breaks and when you’re fever-free for 
several days.

If you have bacterial pneumonia, you’re contagious 
until you’ve taken at least two days of antibiotics and 
no longer have a fever.

7. Pink eye (conjunctivitis)
Bacteria, as well as viruses that cause colds and CO-
VID-19, can cause pink eye. This eye infection swells 
your blood vessels in the tissues (conjunctiva) that 
line your eyelids and outer eye. Your swollen blood 
vessels make the white part of your infected eye look 
pink.
You can spread viral pink eye very easily during the 
incubation period and while you have symptoms. 
Bacterial pink eye is contagious until you’ve taken 
antibiotics for at least 24 hours — or until the symp-

toms go away. For this reason, it’s important that if 
you have pink eye, you avoid touching your face, 
your eyes and other surfaces as much as possible 
before washing your hands.
8. Sinus infection (sinusitis)
Colds and seasonal allergies can cause sinus infec-
tions. Also known as acute sinusitis, this infection 
occurs when your sinuses, which make mucus, fill 
with fluids. Bacteria sometimes grow in this mucus, 
causing bacterial sinusitis. A bacterial sinus infection 
isn’t contagious, but you 
can spread the cold that caused the sinus infection to 
others.
“To alleviate the discomfort of sinus pressure from 
an infection, I recommend regular saline nasal ir-
rigation. This simple technique helps clear nasal 
passages, reduce congestion, and ease pressure. It’s a 
safe and effective way to lessen 

the symptoms and promote sinus drainage,” advises 
Dr. Goldman.
“Applying a warm, moist cloth over your sinuses sev-
eral times a day can also be beneficial. The warmth 
helps open the nasal passages, reduces the pressure,
 and provides relief from pain.”
9. Strep throat
Colds and other viruses tend to cause sore throats. 
But it’s highly contagious group A streptococcus 
(strep) bacteria that causes strep throat.
This bacterial infection inflames the throat and ton-
sils, making it painful to swallow. You or your child 
may also have a fever and swollen lymph nodes. 
Left untreated, some children with strep throat will 
develop a bumpy red rash 
known as scarlet fever. If you or your child gets 
strep throat, you’re contagious until the fever is gone 
and you’ve taken antibiotics for at least 12 hours.
10. Stomach bug (norovirus)
Norovirus is a stomach bug that causes diarrhea, 
vomiting and stomach cramps. Some people call it a 
“stomach flu”— but a flu strain doesn’t actually cause 
this illness. Still, noroviruses (there are many types) 
are highly contagious and difficult to kill. Norovirus
es can linger for weeks on surfaces like countertops 
and doorknobs, too.

You’re most contagious when you’re throwing up, 
experiencing diarrhea or in the few days after symp-
toms ease. Unfortunately, you can infect others for 
two weeks or longer, even when you feel better.

When to see a provider about common winter ill-
nesses
Depending on the illness, you or your child may 
need treatments like antibiotics or antivirals. If any 
of the following symptoms occur, you should make 
an appointment with a healthcare provider:
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Ilhan Omar says son pulled over by ICE agents 
amid Trump’s crackdown

Rep. Ilhan Omar said her son was pulled over by 
Immigration and Customs Enforcement agents 
in Minnesota and asked to provide proof of 
citizenship.

The Democratic representative from Minnesota, 
a Somali American, recounted the incident in 
an interview with a Minnesota CBS affiliate, 
WCCO, on Dec. 14.

“Yesterday, after he made a stop at Target, he 
did get pulled over by ICE agents,” Omar said. 
“Once he was able to produce his passport ID, 
they did let him go.”

Omar said her son, who was born in the U.S., 
always carries his passport with him. In Decem-
ber, immigration agents converged on Min-
nesota’s Twin Cities, the latest stop in President 
Donald Trump’s wide-reaching immigration 
crackdown. Minneapolis and Saint Paul are 
home to the nation’s largest Somali immigrant 
community, estimated to be between 60,000 and 
80,000.

Omar said in the interview that ICE agents also 
recently entered a mosque where her son was 
praying, and spoke of her concern for her son as 
agents visited neighborhoods he frequents.
“I had to remind him just how worried I am, 
because all of these areas that they are talking 
about are areas where he could possibly find 
himself in and they are racially profiling,” Omar 
said. “They are looking for young men who look 
Somali that they think are undocumented.”

The Somali-American community has become 
a target for the president’s growing anti-immi-
grant rhetoric over the past month, as he has is-
sued several insults toward Somalia, the Somali-
American population and some of Minnesota’s 
Democratic lawmakers.
Starting on Thanksgiving, Nov. 27, Trump 
posted about a massive fraud and money laun-
dering investigation in the state, in which a 
group of people allegedly perpetuated what the 
state’s district attorney’s office called the “largest 
Covid-19 fraud scheme in the country.” Many of 
those accused in the scheme, though not all, are 
of Somali descent.

The president also used a word to describe 
Democratic Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz that is 
considered a slur that references people with de-
velopmental disabilities in the posts, and falsely 
said refugees from Somalia were completely 
“taking over” Minnesota. A few days later, the 
president called Somali immigrants “garbage,” 
and at a Dec. 10 rally, Trump called Somalia 
“filthy, dirty, disgusting, ridden with crime.” 
He also made fun of Omar’s hijab, which she 
chooses to wear as a practicing Muslim, calling 
it her “little turban.”
Yahoo/News
Kathryn Palmer

Nida Allam
I defied the odds to become the first Muslim 
woman ever elected to public office in North 
Carolina. Now, I need your help to become the 
first Muslim woman elected to Congress from 
the south. 
 
As-salamu alaikum, Patrice. I’m Democrat 
Nida Allam, and today, I’m proud to announce 
my campaign for Congress in NC-4. 
 
My parents and I immigrated here when I was 
just a child. They worked tirelessly and pri-
oritized my sisters’ and my public education. 
Even in the face of racism and hate, they stayed 
firm in their values to serve and cherish those 
around us. 
 
I could not have become the first Muslim 
woman ever elected to office in NC without 
their sacrifices. But Trump, Stephen Miller, 
and the GOP are determined to inflame hate 
against our community, a hate that has real 
consequences I know far too well. 
 
In 2015, my three friends Deah, Yusor, and Ra-
zan were murdered in a hate crime in Chapel 
Hill. They had dedicated their lives to serving 
communities at home and beyond. I was bro-
ken, but their parents, with incredible strength 
and love, asked us not to let their legacy die—
to continue to remember the three of them and 
cherish them in our work. 
 
I’m determined to carry on their legacy and 
stop MAGA from harming our community any 
further, but I need your help to stand up to the 
powerful forces that will try to defeat me.

Pakistani Students Win Silver at World AI Championship 
2025, Shine in Global LLM Competition 
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Former Law 
Minister Asif 
Pasha Passes 
Away
Namaz e Janaza will be 
held after Zohr prayers 
at Masjid e Qutub Shahi 
(near St. Ann’s College), 
Mehdipatnam
Asif Pasha, former Minis-
ter, and an accomplished 
advocate, passed away here 
on December 28, 2025, 
just three days after turn-
ing 96. A nonagenarian 
who remained vivacious 
and energetic well into his 
last moments, Mr. Pasha 
was widely admired for his 
“never-say-die” spirit, and 
a genial temperament.
Elected to the Andhra 
Pradesh Assembly from 
Vijayawada on a Congress 
ticket in 1972, Mr. Pasha 
created history as the first Muslim MLA from the Andhra and Rayalas-
eema regions. His tenure was extended to six years (1972–78) following the 
imposition of the Emergency. During his ministerial stint, he held the port-
folios of Law, Prisons and Printing Press, and later served as Chairman of 
the Minority Commission and founder-Chairman of Andhra Pradesh State 
Urdu Academy. He was also the Trustee of the H.E.H. The Nizam’s Trust.
He is survived by two sons and a daughter. For more details, contact 
9959427188.

Syed Farees Ahmed with Syed Wasif Qadri Bhai,chicago USA 🇺🇸  ,Mir 
Mohiuddin Ali Khan (Osman Bhai) ,Taha Qadri Bhai.

Nawab Mohd Moazam khan attended Barrister Asaduddin Owaisi and 
Nawab Ahmed Alam khan grand daughter Bismillah ceremony

MARRIAGE CEREMONY DAUGHTER OF JANAB MOHSIN BIN 
ABDULLAH BALALA SAHAB AT CLASSIC CONVENTION 3

Musa Quadri Hussaini Alam Hyderabad, Telangana ka Urs e Mubarak

Qawwals Amjad Warsi, Asad Warsi with Azeem A. Quadeer in 
Hyderabad
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Ajmer Urs fatiha performed on behalf of Mohammed Pasha, from Dallas USA 
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List of Hindi film JANUARY 2026
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A major new study recently found that humans 
eat more bananas than monkeys. It’s true. I can’t 
remember the last time I ate a monkey.
--------------------------------------------------
Why did the old man fall in the well? Because 
he couldn’t see that well.

-------------------------------------------------
My boss told me to have a good day. So I went 
home.
------------------------------------------------
I told myself I needed to stop drinking so 
much... but I’m not about to start listening to 
some drunk weirdo who talks to themself.
-------------------------------------------------
My boss said, “You’re the worst train driver ever. 
How many have you derailed this year?” I said, 
“I’m not sure; it’s hard to keep track.”
--------------------------------------------------
Patient: “Where exactly are you taking me, doc-
tor?” Doctor: “To the morgue.” Patient: “What? 
But I’m not dead yet!” Doctor: “And we’re not 
there yet.”
----------------------------------------------------
My girlfriend’s dog died, so I tried to cheer her 
up by getting her an identical one. It just made 
her more upset. She screamed at me and said, 
“What am I supposed to do with two dead 
dogs?”
------------------------------------------------------
Doctor: “I have good and bad news.” Patient: 
“Give me the good news first.” Doctor: “Your 
test results are back and you have only two days 
to live.” Patient: “That’s the good news? What’s 
the bad news?” Doctor: “I’ve been trying to 

reach you for two days.”
--------------------------
I was digging in our 
garden and found a 
chest full of gold coins. 
I wanted to run straight 
home to tell my hus-
band about it... then I 
remembered why I was 

digging in our garden.
-----------------------------------------------------
Never break someone’s heart. They only have 
one. Break their bones instead — they have 206 
of them.
----------------------------------------------------
The other day, my wife asked me to pass her lip-
stick, but I accidentally passed her a glue stick. 
She still isn’t talking to me.
---------------------------------------------------
What does my dad have in common with 
Nemo? They both can’t be found.
-----------------------------------------------------
My parents raised me as an only child... it really 
pissed off my brother.
---------------------------------------------------
My elderly relatives liked to tease me at wed-
dings, saying, “You’ll be next!” They stopped 
once I started doing the same to them at funer-
als.
Never confide in a vacuum cleaner. They’re 
always collecting dirt
Me: Would you like to be the sun in my life? 
Her: Awww... Yes!!! Me: Good then stay 92.96 
million miles away from me
----------------------------------------------------

Q: What do cheap hotels and designer jeans 
have in common? A: No ballroom.
-----------------------------------------------
I just read a book about Helium. It was so good 
that I can’t put it down.
---------------------------------------------------
How is Christmas like your job? You do all 
the work and the fat guy in the suit gets all the 
credit.
--------------------------------------------------
Q. How much room is needed for fungi to 
grow? A. As mushroom as possible
------------------------------------------------
I wonder what my parents did to fight boredom 
before the internet. I asked my 17 brothers and 
sisters and they didn’t know either.
----------------------------------------------
What does an air conditioner have in common 
with a computer? They both lose efficiency as 
soon as you open windows.
--------------------------------------------------
What disease do elderly dinosaurs get? Jurassic 
Parkinsons.
-----------------------------------------------
How many South Americans does it take to 
screw a lightbulb? A Brazilian
----------------------------------------------------
Shit! My neighborhood barber just got arrested 
for selling drugs! I’ve been his customer for 4 
years, but I had no idea he was a barber.
---------------------------------------------------
Yo mamma is so fat she wore a yellow shirt and 
the Sun said I am out of the job
---------------------------------------------------


