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Welcome
Message from Your President
I hope this newsletter finds everyone doing well, happy and healthy. I
really miss seeing everyone and I'm
sure you also miss coming to our
meetings and events . Since
Veterans Park is still closed, we are
planning to have our regular
meeting via Zoom this month.
Zoom is an on line meeting service.
What is Zoom? Zoom is an
internet video conferencing service
you can use to virtually meet with
others - either by video and/or audio, while conducting live meetings.
You can join Zoom meetings via your computer, IPad, IPhone or
Android cell phone.
How does Zoom ensure safety?
At the base of Zoom Meeting's security is Secure Socket Layer (SSL)
encryption along with AES 256-bit encryption. If you didn't know, the
US National Security Agency approved the 256-bit AES algorithm for
top-secret information.
Here is the Zoom meeting link for the meeting:
Join us on the Zoom meeting by clicking on this link:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81969319233
Meeting: Orchid Society June Meeting
Speaker: Jim Davison from Jim-N-I Orchids
Topic: Leila Anceps, an orchid from Mexico that grows well in Florida
Time: June 10, 2020 at 7:00 PM
I hope you've all been busy working in your gardens, repotting your
orchids and adding to your collection.. I'm very fortunate that I have a
handy husband who built a potting bench for me last month. I've
managed to repot the vast majority of my orchids while waiting for the
others to finish blooming or starting new growth.
I made the mistake of telling my husband that due to the cancellation
of so many orchid/plant shows, many of our vendors were having
online "sales". His reply was "Is it too late to stop what I know is

inevitable?". My answer was opening the door today to the UPS man,
the Fed Ex man and Amazon. Oops! Sorry honey!
I've moved into the triple digits of orchid ownership which requires a
bit more work. I've planted some on trees, have some on hooks under
trees and many more on and around my orchid structure. I must have
found their "happy place" because I've had quite a few re-bloom from
our orchid show and the Boca Raton Orchid Show in February.

Strange Orchids
Ophrys Insectifera

Cross your fingers because I just asked my husband to build another
orchid structure for me to match the 12 footer I already have. I'm trying
to convince him that I need more room for the orchids I already own.
I'm afraid he'll catch on that I just want more room for more new
orchids. I actually just want a structure dedicated to Vandas since they
require so much more maintenance. (Imagine that - a high maintenance
woman falling in love with a high maintenance orchid!).
Miss you all and hope to see you soon on Zoom Wednesday, June 10th
at 7:00 pm. For those of you using Zoom for the first time, be sure to
open your video and mute your voice during the lecture. Questions and
answers will be available once the lecture is concluded.

FLY
ORCHIDS
Sometimes nature comes
up with ingenious ways to
attract pollinators - by
sexual
deception!
Fly
Orchids
flowers
are
shaped just like female
flies.
Male insects are
attracted to the flower so
they come to mate. Once
they land, pollen gets
stuck on their bodies
which in turn fertilizes the
next orchid that they fly
to. The Fly Orchid is one
of those species of orchids
that is not considered
attractive. In fact, many
find it an ugly species of
orchid.
Imagine
male
insects getting enticed to
mate with a flower - that
is the power of nature to
mimic its own creations!
Male flies and other
insects do not get what
they anticipate when they
sit on the flowers of the
Fly Orchid.
They are
fooled and, as with some
other flowers, they do not
even get the benefit of
nectar as a consolation.
Despite this clever and
deceptive
way
of

Remember that while on Zoom we will be able to see each other. If
you are new to using Zoom, please watch this helpful YouTube video :
Joining a Zoom Call for the First Time; Fun and Easy Online
Connection. Click here.
.
Michele Owens, President
Delray Beach Orchid Society
954 695-7889

Our Speaker Jim Davison
Jim and Melana Davison are AOS Accredited Judges and their
informative lecture is Leila Anceps, an orchid from Mexico that
grows well in Florida. They have an extensive and diverse orchid
collection that seems to be continuously growing. Not only
involved in caring for their orchids, they are actively involved in
several South Florida orchid societies.
Melana is the current President of the Orchid Society of Coral
Gables and past President of the South Dade Amateur Orchid
Club. Jim is the past President of the Orchid Society of Coral
Gables and the East Everglades Orchid Society.
Jim's appreciation for orchids stems from his scientific
background. Until his recent retirement, he worked as a Nuclear
Chemistry Manager at the Turkey Point Nuclear Power Plant.
Melana is more interested in the aesthetic qualities of orchids,
especially the ones that look strange and other worldly. She
owns her own Orchid Maintenance business and is known as "The
Orchidiva." Now that Jim is retired, they have opened their own
retail nursery, Jim-N-I Orchids.
Together, Jim and Melana have 7 grown children and five
grandchildren. They live in Homestead with their 4 dogs, four of
the five grandchildren and 3,000 plus orchids in their personal
collection, many thousands in the nursery.

propagating itself only
about 10% of Fly Orchid
plants are pollinated by
the insects . To combat
this low success rate the
Fly Orchid has another
trick up its sleeve. Every
pollinated flower produces
more than 10,000 seeds
to make sure that the
species
remains
preserved.
It
also
propagates at a fast pace
so that, if only one in 10
flowers gets pollinated,
there is still a great
chance of success.

Jim and Melana are offering several of their outstanding orchids
to our members for sale. Please contact him directly and be sure
to say you are from DBOS by calling 786-601-7244 or e-mail:
jim-n-iorchids@comcast.net. Orchids will be delivered next week
to a location close to Delray Beach for your pickup.

Annual Orchid Show
We are sorry to announce that we have decided to cancel this year's
Annual Orchid Show due to the Covid 19 pandemic. Old School School is
not open and we do not know when it will reopen nor what safety
regulations will be in place. More importantly, how safe will it be to
gather? For all our members health and safety, the DBOS Board agreed it
was prudent to cancel our Orchid Show. As you know, it takes many
months to plan the show and cannot be organized in a few weeks.
With this in mind, please support all our Orchid Show vendors when you
want to buy orchids. Now they need our support more than ever.

MONTHLY AOS JUDGING
We have been notified
that the previously
scheduled meetings of the
West Palm Beach Judging
Center for June 27th at
R.F. Orchids and July 25th
at Flamingo Gardens,
have been cancelled. We
hope to resume judging
on August 22nd at
Flamingo Gardens.

New Orchid Stamps

Odom's Orchids: http://www.odoms.com
Krull-Smith: https://www.krullsmith.com
Plantico:https://plantiolaorquidea.com
Quest Orchids: http://questorchids.net
Bredren Orchids : https://www.facebook.com/Bredren-Orchids361347537274946/
Mac's Orchids: https://www.facebook.com/macsorchids
Miller's Way Orchids: Email: millerswayorchids@gmail.com; Gail
Miller (954)629-8353
Red Hawk :http://www.redhawknursery.com
Florida Sun Coast: http://www.FloridaSuncoastOrchids.com
Butterflies Are Free Landscaping: www.BocaLandscapers.com
Green Barn Orchid Supplies: https://www.greenbarnorchid.com

NEW WILD ORCHIDS
COLLECTION FROM THE
U.S.POSTAL
SYSTEM.
You can order these beautiful
orchids on line by

Is There a Fungus Among Us?
AOS Beginners Section:

clicking here.

FACEBOOK
Follow us on Facebook
and keep up to date on
news of DBOS.

We grow our orchids in an
open shadehouse, which
means
that
they
get
whatever Mother Nature
gives them. A wet summer
is following what was a
wetter-than-usual winter.
That in itself was enough
to deal with because as you know, orchids generally follow a
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WE WANT TO HEAR
FROM YOU
If you have any suggestions
or comments regarding the
Society, meetings or this
newsletter, please feel free to
contact
our
President,
Michele Owens at
at 954695-7889 or email.
If you have special event in
your life or know of a member
who is ill, please call our
Corresponding
Secretary,
Bernadette Garfinkel at 561
398-6315 or email.
Moving? Changed your e-mail
or phone number? We don't
want to lose contact with you.
Please
contact
our
Membership Chair, Donna
Holt Swanson. email
AT THE MEETINGS

seasonal growth cycle. Even though most of the ones we all grow
are from the tropics, they still prefer a cool, dry winter. They also
do best with ample water during the growing season.
As you might expect, our wet summer has made plant growth
explode. Though the plants are growing tremendously, every
morning I go out to check to see if any fungal infections have
begun. Our prolonged rain prevents plants from drying out,
sometimes for a full week or more. Wet foliage provides a perfect
environment for fungus dispersal through splashing water.
Based on past experience we have come to expect an outbreak
of black rot under these type of wet, humid conditions. Pythium
ultimum (and/or Phytophthora cactorum) is ruthless and can
destroy a collection of cattleyas in short order and those plants
you do manage to save will be set back for years. Although
cattleyas are its favorite host in our collection, it does not
discriminate and will infect other genera, especially soft-leaved
types such as Grammatophyllum, Stanhopea, Oncidium, etc,
Black rot is our biggest nemesis but wet conditions can bring out
other nasty fungi too.
Here are some suggestions for summertime orchid culture.
1. Strive to maintain a balanced culture regime. If you find
you are watering plants more often in summer try to
gradually provide more light and make sure you fertilize
regularly.
2. Provide adequate air movement. The importance of
ventilation in orchid culture cannot be overstated. Moving
air promotes rapid drying of watered plants. Roots that
stay constantly wet will deteriorate more quickly than
those that are allowed to dry between waterings. Water
standing on leaves provides a place for fungus spores to
incubate, especially Pythium species. Moving air also helps
keep leaf temperatures down. This is especially important
in summer.
3. Make sure your growing area is clean and free from debris.
Decomposing leaves and other plant material under
benches make a perfect breeding ground for fungus and
bacteria.
4. Excessive algae growth can keep surrounding areas overly
damp and provide a fertile environment for fungi, We
spray benches and the wooden structural parts of the
shadehouse with an algaecide such as Physan or RD-20 in
late spring and at least once again midway through the
summer. As long as you don't subscribe to the "more is
better" theory and mix strictly to label recommendations,
plants can be sprayed as well. Too-strong solutions can
burn soft-leaved orchids. Be advised that if you rely on live
moss culture for pleurothallids and other pure-water
orchids, these chemicals can kill moss.
5. If you are not afraid to use agricultural chemicals*,
prophylactic spraying of plants with a broad-spectrum
fungicide (such as Captan 50WP, Dithane M-45, Cleary's
3336, etc.) once or twice a season can provide protection
against many fungal problems

Have a question regarding
orchid care? We're planning
to answer member questions
at the end of each meeting
(time permitting). Look for
the Question Box on the sign
in table. Feel free to ask those
burning questions & our team Reprinted from the American Orchid Society
of orchard experts will do
their best to give you an
answer.
Monthly Checklist for May and

June

From the American Orchid Society

Suggestion Box :

Monthly Checklist for May and June
We want to hear from you! To Cattleya:
insure that our members are
getting the most out of our
society, we're implementing a
suggestion box. Feel free to
suggest
new
topics
or
discussions
for
future
meetings, field trips, special
events or outings.
Please note the field trip to
orchid growers in homestead
is cancelled due to high costs,
but we are busy planning
other fun events.

The last of the spring-flowering types -those that flower from a ripened hard
pseudobulb -- will be finishing, while the
f i r s t summer-blooming types will be
showing buds on their rapidly growing, soft
pseudobulbs. Both may need potting, as
signaled by deteriorating mix, this month.
The spring bloomers present no problems,
as you will be dealing with fully ripe, wellhardened pseudobulbs. They will be ready
to root on the mature front pseudobulb and
will establish quickly.

T h e summer bloomers, will be brittle and may be in bud.
Nonetheless, experienced growers know that unless potted now,
they may not root later, as this type tends to be seasonal in its
rooting behavior. Stake the lead growth to avoid breakage. May
can still present some changing light conditions that can lead to
burning of the foliage if the plants have not been properly
acclimatized.
Allow them to build up their tolerance to higher light gradually.
Changing light and temperatures can also be the source of some
frustration when trying to determine when plants need watering.
While cattleyas will be entering into a period of rapid growth
starting this month, they have still not built up sufficient
momentum to be significantly slowed by your missing a day or
two of watering owing to dark weather. As always, it is safer to
err on the dry side than on the wet. It is important, though,
especially to the summer bloomers. Too much shade will cause
rapidly developing inflorescences to droop unattractively.

Phalaenopsis
Except for the latest-spiking
plants, all phalaenopsis should be
ready for potting or already
potted. Because phalaenopsis are
tropical plants, they tend to be
seasonal in their rooting
behavior. The critical point for
potting is when new roots
emerge from the base of the
plant. This is absolutely the best
time to repot a phalaenopsis.
The summer-flowering types,
based on Doritis background,
have ideally already been potted
and are becoming freshly
established, ready to support their soon-to-emerge spikes for the
summer season. Phalaenopsis potted at the right point in their
growth cycle will reestablish almost immediately, with fresh roots
growing into the new medium nearly uninterrupted. As soon as
the flush of new root growth is seen, begin regular watering and
fertilizing to make maximum use of the major growing season.

Do not get over-exuberant with your watering, though, allowing
water to splash between plants. This can be a source of infection
for both water-borne pathogens and viral contamination.
Phalaenopsis are much more susceptible to virus than was
previously thought. Take extra care to keep your collection free
of bacterial and viral problems, which you can accomplish by
maintaining a clean growing area.
Upcoming Meetings and Events
Veteran's Park continues to be closed and we do not have a reopening
date. As for now, our monthly meetings will be held using ZOOM . If
you have any questions, please contact our President, Michele, or
Judith Cohen, Program Chair or one of the Board members. They are
ready to help you.
Scheduled Meeting:
July 8, 2020: Scott Peplin, "How to Split Orchids"
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Our goal is to stimulate interest, provide education and enable the
exchange of information among orchid lovers
interested in the culture of orchids.
DELRAY BEACH ORCHID SOCIETY
PO Box 6571

Delray Beach, FL. 33482
Monthly Meetings are held on the second Wednesday of each month,
except December. Start time 7:00 PM
Location: Veterans Park Adult Recreation Building, 802 NE 1 Street,
Delray Beach, FL. 33483
954-695-7889
Visit our Web Site Click here
Follow us on Facebook
We are a non profit 501 {c} 3 organization

