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The Exaltation of the Holy Cross

14t September 2025
Weekend Masses Collections Dromara Drumgooland
Sat 6:00pm Dechomet  7:30pm Leitrim Parish £836 £1,700

Sun 9:00am Gargory 11:00am Dromara

Weekday Masses
Mon 9.00am Leitrim 7:30pm Dechomet
Tues 9:00am Dromara
Wed 7:30pm Leitrim

Fri  7:30pm Dromara

‘We pray for our recently deceased

=

Thomas (Tom) Quinn, Kilkeel

ANNIVERSARIES

Leitrim
Mary Catherine & Seamus Doyle
Patsy Malone
Pat McClean & Deceased
Family Members
Mena Duggan
John & Kathleen McMullan
Owen Kelly & Deceased
Family Members

Qd’l’gO’V y
Sun 14t Oliver McEvoy

Dromara

Sun 14t Susan Darby, Joe McCann &
Deceased Family Members
Sun 21st  Wesley Hunter

Dechomet
Sat 20t Mary Rooney

Sat 13t
Sat 20th

Gargory Altar Rota
Sept Rita & Angela

Leitrim Cleaners
Sept Patricia, Tina Nadine & Anne

St Michael’s Collectors
Sept Conor & Noel

SVP contact numbers
Dromara 07738 838191/ Drumg 07825 419067

Diocesan Director of Safeguarding
Stephen Sherry 073 0124 6329
safeguardingdirector@dromorediocese.org

Priest £811 £1,882
Figures include Aug standing orders
Thank you for your continued contributions

Dromara Parish Council Meeting Mon 15t Sept 8pm

The Catholic Chaplaincy at Queen’s
reopens Mon 15t Sept
Whether new or returning, come and join us
at Mosaic Café, in the Chapel, or the Common
Room —a place to meet, pray and belong.
For more visit qubcatholic.org

Peter Morgan's Cottage
Join us for a 2-night course on How to Research
Your Family with Local Historian Trevor Martin
on Wed 1st Oct & Wed 22nd Oct at 7.30pm
Light Supper Provided.
Suggested Donation £10 to help with running costs

Please Note: Next Trad Music Night Fri 3+d Oct
Everyone Welcome.

Vocations News
This academic year we have two seminarians
studying for the priesthood for the Diocese of
Dromore: Philip McParland (Newry Parish),
beginning his third year of studies, and
Mark McDonnell (Saval Parish) in first year of
studies, both at St Patrick's College Maynooth.
Please keep them in your prayers as they seek
to deepen their relationship with Christ,
the Good Shepherd. Please also continue to
encourage and pray for more vocations, that those
whom God is calling to serve in ministry will have
the faith and courage to answer positively.

If you have thoughts or questions about being a priest
and would like more information or guidance, please
contact Fr Brian Fitzpatrick on 028 38341901 or
pp.moyraverty.seagoe@gmail.com.

Could You Help Share the True Spirit of Christinas?
Each year, volunteers set up a small stall after
Masses to sell Trécaire’s Gifts of Change,
meaningful gifts that make a real difference to
families living in poverty around the world.

If you would like to find out more about how
you can help, please email Mark at
mark.mcmahon@trocaire.org

or call 028 9080 8030
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THE EXALTATION OF THE HOLY CROSS

Sundaya-lg’[v—Message

THE WORD

THE TRIUMPH OF

FAILURE

JN 33T

T3

Wa live in a world that rewards suceess. And it seems easy enough to measure it.

If yo:u win gold In the Olymipics, that's BUCcess. If you graduata from a top colage with a first

l355 degres, that's sUCcess. I Yol Manage your team 1o Isague or cup glory, that's suscess.
If you climb the corporate ladder and reach the top of your professlon, that's success. i you

have a bank account that Ke=ps on growing., that's SUCCess.

‘Waorldly success |5 measurable, guantfable, and others can see It Fallure s measurable, too.
‘e know fallure when we s2e [t The difference between being succeseful and t2Ing a fallure is
abvicus.

Thats why on the tacs of It today's Teast seems IIke some sort of cantradietion. We are
celebrating the exaltatlon of the cross. We are celsbrating the triumph of something that was
UEEd a5 an Instrument of sxecutlon. We are celebrating failurs,

To b2 put to death on a Croes Was 1o come 1o the most ignobie end possible U5 what
happened to thieves and murderers. it's how rabble-rausers and revalutionarles were dealt
witth. It 'wae the fate of losers.

Dieath on @ cross was something to be ashamad of, not glory In. it's whiy down the centurles so
mary pesple have had difculty with & relglon that exalls a cross.

But for us Christians there Is no coniradiction here. For us, the cross of Christ s something
glorkoue, something to boast about, because It pointe to ust how much God loves us.

In crder o show us how 12 Ve, Jesus was preparad 1o risk everything, even Iife kg2l He didn't
have to do k- but he did. And Gad vindlcated him by ralsing Rim from the dead. Tragedy turned
to tlumph, darkness to light, death to new (e

The crass of Chrlst has ghven us Iife and hope. By any reckoning, even If £ cannot be measured
an 'Wall 3t that spunds like a definitlon of success. B

Later, | learned that theoleglans understood
this descent Into hell a5 the period

REFLECT

prayed the Apostles Creed as part of

the family rosary. When | began to pay
attentlon to the worss, one Ine In particuar
giTuck me ag ood, the line where It sald of
JesLs that he descended Inta hell. That
dign't make sense to ma. | understoad hiell
&5 a place bad people were st 1o for all
etermity, a place that was Impossible o
eECaps from. You were condemnad to hell
because you desarved It and you would
be stuck thera In agary farever. Innacant
peogle didn't end up In that terriole place, 5o
how then coulkd the creed - our profession
aof falth - state that God's own s5on ended up
there? Suraly, some mistake.

Euerg.- night when | waE young, we

petween Jesus' seath on the cross and

his reswmection - the walting perlod, the
Intesregnum, between the darknese of Good
Friday and the glory of Easter Sunday.

But It alse has another mare profound
miganing. It gescrioes Jesus experiencs of
total aivandonmient, loss, mIsery, sutfering.
It describes the utter devastation Jesus

Talt at the time of his passion and death.
When we sy, 'Tm going through hell’ that's
what Jesus experiencen He went throwgh
hiell - the anguish of tarture and cruciidan,
of being abandonad by his Tlends, even
seamingly by GO Anyane who has suffared
pain and heartoreak knows exactly what this
I5 k2. It remings us that God's son enterad
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SAY

Repeat today's entrance antiphon:
“We should glory in the Cross of
our Lord Jesus Christ, for he is
our salvation, our life and our

resurrection: through him we are
gaved and made free.”

In the s2cond reading, St Peul quotss 3 hymn
abaut Jesus, sung by the arly Chrstian
communities. It tells the story of Gad's San,
wiho came o the workd and bacame llke us,
EHEI'II'Ig our hman nature. He weanbsofar s m
D axacuted &5 & criminal on 3 oross, and f'or
his ooedlence God ralsed him up and made
mim hilgher than al creation.

tea BEEU'UTIHH!'ITHH that sumE up winat we
belove. Read It prayerhuly today. Make it 3
profession of falth.

Kary people wear & crUCHix today a6 a fashion
statemant rathier than a statemeant of faith. Do
YOU N3Ve @ CTOBE OF CTUCHT, and how do you
uge It?

The feast of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross
marks two nishorical events: the dscovery of
the True Cross Dy Salnt Helena on this date in
320 ureder the temple of Venue In Jerusalem,
and the declcation In 335 of the baslica

and shrne bullt on Cakvary by Constantine,
marking the sita of the cruciflxlon. This feast
has Deen celebratad sver shce, In prakss of the
redemption won for us by the cross of Chrlst.

Tuly Imta the human condion. Jesuws nas
personal experlence of abandonment,
betrayal, humilation, suffering and caath.
Hewant through hell Tor our 6ake, and 0 we
©an turn ta him with confidence In cur naed
He knows what It's llke i be miserable.

The next verse of the Aposties’ creed
states that, ‘on the third cay he rose again
from the dead” God ralsed JEsUS from the
dead. Jesus passed through death to a
new, glortfied Ife and this 1§ the promise
of our fafth. Whatever hell we go through,
whatever eetoachks or EI..ITTErth WE endura
a5 humans and Christlars, we krnow that
sUffaring and eath oo Not Nave the [ast
ward. The roes of Christ has triumphantly
opened for us the gates ta eternal ife. B



