In the Name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Grace and Peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ and may our Lord and Savior sanctify you in the truth, for His word is truth. Amen
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“The glory that you have given me I have given to them, that they may be one even as we are one, I in them and you in me, that they may become perfectly one, so that the world may know that you sent me and loved them even as you loved me. Father, I desire that they also, whom you have given me, may be with me where I am, to see my glory that you have given me because you loved me before the foundation of the world.” (John 17:22–24, ESV) 

Just prior to ending their last Passover together, Jesus offers a beautiful and heartfelt prayer for His apostles. In the closing words of that prayer Jesus sweeps through the ages with His all-seeing eye beholding the multitudes who will come to faith through the words of the Apostles. Knowing the challenges which lie ahead for His Apostles, Jesus asks His heavenly Father to, “Sanctify them in the truth; your word is truth.” (John 17:17, ESV) Sanctified by the Word of God, they may stand firm proclaiming God’s truth in a world ruled by the word of man, a word which is contrary to God’s Word. Except for those who hear and understand the true Gospel of salvation, man’s word is principally a lie. Therefore, Jesus prays for the Apostles, for their sanctification, that they may be fortified for the task of being His messengers.
Sanctified by the truth, the Apostles proclaim that Word which the Lord had promised would not return to Him void but would accomplish that for which it was sent. Their word contained the power of God unto salvation. Furthermore, it produced and preserved faith and this is as true today as it was in the days of the Apostles. Those who were brought to faith through hearing the apostolic word, proclaim that same word today and thereby, bring other souls into God’s Kingdom, transforming them from strangers and aliens to God, into fellow citizens with all the saints and the household of God. Through the Word of the Apostles multitudes have come to believe in Christ Jesus as their Savior from sin, death, and the devil, and thereby confess Him as Lord. It is for these future believers, those who will believe through the apostolic word, that Jesus presses to His heart, including them in His prayer.

The proclamation of God’s Word delivered the very result Jesus foresaw, and today, in the vast communion of saints, in this household of believers, Jesus sees you and me, who by the grace of God now rejoice in the salvation our Lord Jesus won for us on the Altar of the Cross. Therefore, His high-priestly prayer is of the utmost interest to us; because this prayer embraces you and me and every believer. Therefore, let us now pray that the Holy Spirit would remove all distracting thoughts and cares from our hearts, that we may be One with the Word, the Son of God, as He is one with the Father (v. 22); that there may be no division between ourselves and Christ Jesus.
Such a prayer is very important because when we read St. Paul’s first letter to the Corinthians, we see that the Church, which is not yet sixty years old, is divided. The unity, so dearly desired by Jesus in His high-priestly prayer, has been broken. But it is not God’s Word that is the cause of the division. On the contrary, it is man’s rejection of God’s Word in favor of his own self-proclaimed truth, which is not truth but a lie. Man’s word is contrary to God’s Word because it is based on personal choice; man’s belief that he has free choice in all matters, including faith.
Man cannot stand for his word to be challenged, but this is what God’s Word does. Neither can man stand for his lifestyle to be challenged, but this is what God’s Word does. Man wants to be free to invoke his personal choices; thereby, living his life according to the doctrine of free will, a doctrine which he believes frees him from the shackles of God’s Word.

In the past as well as today man rejects the Word of God electing instead to follow his own personal choice. God established marriage, the union of one man and one woman, in the Garden of Eden. When God did this He said, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and subdue it,” (Genesis 1:28, ESV) and He also said, “A man shall leave his father and his mother and hold fast to his wife, and they shall become one flesh.” (Genesis 2:24–25, ESV) God’s intent was for men and women to live together as one, united in purpose and will just as He is One with His Son and His Son is one with believers. But contrary to God’s Word, man says, “I don’t want to live with commitments, I want to follow my free will, I want to live with my girlfriend or my boyfriend as though we’re married, even though we’re not.” But God has said, “You shall not commit adultery,” (Exodus 20:14, ESV) or commit fornication.
Highlighting personal choice, a man says, “I don’t want to marry a woman, I want to marry a man. Or a woman says, I don’t want to marry a man, I want to marry a woman.” Living according to the flesh they exchange the truth of God’s Word for a lie, worshiping the creature rather than the Creator (Rom. 1:24-25), dishonoring God through their desire of personal choice to marry the same sex. But God makes it clear, those who desire to live this way are ungodly and unrighteous, suppressing the truth of God’s Word by their personal choice. Claiming to be wise, they are only fools (Rom. 1:22) Because of their insistence on living a lie, God’s has given them up to the lust of their heart, to their dishonorable passions, and in great sorrow He separate them from the oneness He so truly desires.

Personal choice also has an impact on those who are unable to make a choice. This is the case when a woman, because of her personal choice, decides to murder her child. But the child, who’s life will be ended, is never given a choice. To those who say abortion is a woman’s right, God says, “You shall not murder.” (Exodus 20:13, ESV) I have not given you such a right.
If the corrupted desire of the world to follow the word of man isn’t enough, the church has succumbed to personal choice, creating division ever greater than that of the 1st century church in Corinth. God, through the word of His Apostle, has said, “I do not permit a woman to teach or to exercise authority over a man,” (1 Timothy 2:12, ESV) and that a pastor, “must be . . . the husband of one wife.” (1 Timothy 3:2, ESV) But those of the church who do not desire unity have said, we don’t care what the apostle said, we’re going to ordain women anyway. Christ’s desire that we be one with God has been overruled by personal choice. Thus, the cry of the worldly church: Let us be one with ourselves, let us freely choose, let us reject the Word of God in favor of personal choice. Having placed personal choice above the Word of God, there is no limit to personal choices. In opposition to God’s Word, which says, “the sexually immoral . . . [and] men who practice homosexuality . . . will [not] inherit the kingdom of God.” (1 Corinthians 6:9–10, ESV) the worldly church willingly ordains homosexuals and lesbians, thereby rejecting all desire to be One with the Word. They should heed the words of Jesus to the Church at Thyatira, to whom He said, “I have this against you . . . you tolerate that woman Jezebel, who calls herself a prophetess and is teaching and seducing my servants to practice sexual immorality  . . . unless they repent of her works, and I will strike her children dead . . and I will give to each of you according to [their] works.” (Revelation 2:20, 22, 23, ESV) 
Personal choice which conflicts with God, “is the spirit of the antichrist.” Fleshly and worldly driven personal choices do not confess Christ and are not from God. (1 John 4:3, ESV) But contrary to the spirit of worldly personal choice, every follower of Christ knows they follow Him, not because of their personal choice, but because of His divine personal choice.
The Lord desires that we should be One with the Word. That is, one with Him, in perfect union with Him. He has said, “I am in the Father and the Father is in me.” (John 14:10, ESV) And then later He says, “I am in my Father, and you in me, and I in you.” (John 14:20, ESV) Thus, by faith we ascend into Him, we are carried along by the Word and the Holy Spirit, clinging to our Lord, because we are one body with Him and He with us. He is the Head; we are the body. He comes to us through Word and Sacrament, by teaching, and by giving us knowledge of Him. We do not and have not come to Him through our personal choice.
Scriptures tells us, “He came to his own, and his own people did not receive him. But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God, who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God.” (John 1:11–13, ESV) It was not our personal choice. Our natural will is opposed to Him. It is hostile to His Word. Therefore, any personal choice we could make while a child of the world is contrary to His Will and His Word. This truth is born out in the words of St. Paul who said, “You were dead in the trespasses and sins in which you once walked, following the course of this world, following the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at work in the sons of disobedience— among whom we all once lived in the passions of our flesh, carrying out the desires of the body and the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, like the rest of mankind.” (Ephesians 2:1–3, ESV) Our nature is corrupt from birth, it is set on a path to follow the spirit of the antichrist and to make personal choices which are contrary to God. We are not born One with the Word. But the Good News is, “God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he loved us, even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by grace you have been saved.” (Ephesians 2:4–5, ESV) He desired that we be One with Him and One with His Word.

Satan knows this is God desires, therefore he fights hard to keep us dead in our trespasses and sins. But God comes to our aid, rescuing us from our corrupted natures. St. Paul affirms this, saying, “When the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior appeared, he saved us, not because of works done by us in righteousness, but according to his own mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewal of the Holy Spirit, whom he poured out on us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior, so that being justified by his grace we might become heirs according to the hope of eternal life.” (Titus 3:4–7, ESV) 
It is not our personal choice through which we are saved, becoming children of God, it is only by God’s grace and will: “By grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, not a result of works, so that no one may boast.” (Ephesians 2:8–9, ESV) It is beyond our choice or our will to be One with the Word. Jesus says, “No one can come to me unless the Father who sent me draws him.” (John 6:44, ESV) 
Our Lord has told us, “It is written, “‘Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes from the mouth of God.’” (Matthew 4:4, ESV) If we follow the world, living by our worldly personal choices, we will not be living by the Word. Our lives will be divisive and contrary to our Savior, Jesus Christ, thereby, rejecting the apostolic word and the faith which comes by that word. We will not be One with the Word. 
So, when Jesus says, “I do not ask for these only, but also for those who will believe in me through their word, that they may all be one, just as you, Father, are in me, and I in you, that they also may be in us, so that the world may believe that you have sent me.” (John 17:20–21, ESV) He is saying that those who are truly One with the Word are those who have heard the words of the Apostles. That word which speaks of Me, of My atoning sacrifice upon the Altar of the Cross for the forgiveness of sins. They are those who have heard the Good News of the Gospel and by it have been brought to saving faith. A faith that rejects worldly personal choices, those choices which conflict with My Word, while gladly receiving the choices I made for them; choices that secured their freedom from sin, death, and the devil. Choices which promise them eternal life. Choices which keep them One with the Word. In the name of Jesus. Amen.
May the peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. Amen.
