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W. Churchill, Speech about Dunkirk in 1940
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8 "This Was Their Finest Hour"

JEAN r{ARLOW
]fnort ll1 tlre imPlirrted.
| | orrce-inrermetve<l aploma-

J\ao Ialcorr. "leart Harlotv."
Dolorhl \'arr Nole. riho hartd-raises
aplomados fiomJim Nelson's breed-
ing project, christened this harvk
rvith its name. She raised this "han'k
in falcon's clothir-rg" just right. Not
only u'as it perfectly tame right out
o[ the hox. it las also cooperatire
and fast-flying. Any'aplomado that
consistently and deliberately rvorks
close-in, I call, for tvant of better
l,ording, "intensely bonded," and

Jean Harlo\v \\ras intenselY bonded
from day'or-re.

DOVE
Harlou, started her first sea-

son in our rather open sottthern
Arizona dcsert by breaking mY
records on mourning doves. For the
past fel years, I have taken doves
rvhile the adults are still moltir-rc

l*

*+
a

Aulhor.flushing ct qttail that has pul in, plnto lt1 I' ilIcElrol

and the youns are not quite up to
speed. During the early part of the
season, these doves tend to bail
out and plunge into the bush aftel
a flight of ser,eral hundred 1'arcls,
making them a most challcngine
prel'. In these flights, the falcon
charges after the dove in direct
pursuit. Often, the falcon "tests"
sel,eral dor,es before locking on to
one and pressine it to the end of
its life. \{aiting-on and stoopine
are not part of the aplomaclo's
repertoire. Flights at dove tnav be
long zrnd complex,'nith nutnerotts
charges fiom above rvith r'lings rvhit-
ring, or they may cover only'a f'etl
hundred yards before breaking off
the pursuit. The flights ma)/ occul'
in the open or in hearry cover. The
female aplomado rvill thunder irlto
thc bush behind an evading clove.
and it is some help to have doss
to reflush or point durins a chase
in the bush. A f'elv of the more

frightening put'sttits cover ovcr t\\'o
miles, ancl manl'falcouers knorv the
mourning dove ma1'scek refuge at
human du'ellings. NIy approach for
scvelal 1'ears has been to fly a pair of
aplomaclos in this huttt, but so far I
hzrve not done u'ell in this ambition.
Th;rnks to Nelson's ecnerosity', I'll
inclucle a tier'cel agair-r in 2008.

QUAIL
F-dlre 200ti season \vas llrett

I I poorcsl for quail in 30
J L r eals ol' stt rr e\ s made

bl thc Arizona Garnc and Fish De-
pzrrtrncr-rt. our sotttheastern state
legior-r, l'ith both Gambel's and
scalecl quail, l'as particr.rlarll' hard
hit l'ith 10 \'ears of belou'average
rain lall. It rvas some relief to have
neirr-norlnal rain during thc 2006
rrinter and spring. Our 2007 quail
season siul a slight recovery, but not
enoLrg-h to encourage shooters, of
rthonr \\'e sa\v very fen in the field.
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A"it; calling aplomaclo falcon to thefst' photo by Dr'

STYLE

Charlie Kertal

tossing high to float dorvn' In the
low flights, this rvas our onlY clue
of her l-ocation because she quickly
disappeared in the bush. Another
exceptional quality rvas her -ten-
dency to take birds in areas rvhere

my other harvks, for some reason,

had been unable to score. I don't
mean to imPlY that she was a Perfect
hawk, because all have some fault or
another. Harlorvwas most rambunc-
tious and threrv herself into the
game rvith resultant feather, cere,

and foot problems.

long and painful Process rvithout
orofessional assistance. I have to
ton[es, that I am rather fond ol-this
large rvhite pup rvith her outland-
ish behavior, but Lord onlY knows

wlry. Month after month she ran olf
rvhile hunring and rvould return to
the truck after dark, or had to be

chased dorvn with telemetrY' When
quail rvere flown lo prickly pear cac-

tirs, she seemed to enjoY eating her
way in to find them' and rvhen theY

soirght refuge in Packrat dens, she

love"d to pause a moment and then
dive in as if a fish in the ocean' It
was at this point I realized I should
have named her Sherman, after the
tank, but I had alreadY labeled her
Sousa, after John PhilliP Sousa' I
pray that his spirit will forgive me'
Finatly, torvard the end of the sec-

ond season, she began to find and

point birds occasionallY.

s the season wore on, the
alette, Harlow, began to

olish her style in Pur-
suit of ourimall uPland game, and

I'i. 
.
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ti;
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fr'
tst-

from about mid-season on she took
them rvith remarkable gusto. Her
chases covered the spectrr'rm from
follorving quail down holes, crar'vl-

ing over the backs of the dogs, to
hi[h and long flights from distant
slips. On close sliPs, she began to
fall in belorv her prey and fly as lotv

as possible and rvould have needed
a sirovel to have flown any lon'er' It
\vas some surPrise to see her at toP

speed skimming along the -desert
fioor, dodging in and around cover,

behincl quail that were flYing high
above the shrub. Horv she could
keep them in vierv was beYond-me'

Quite like the CooPer's a1d-Ha.r-
rii', she often ended her flight b;'

&
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ecause our quarrY is so

scattered in this desert, it

rny'iurprise, Harlorv began to score

J-A)it tvpical ro score onlY a

single quail every other day, but, to

dailyl It \vas even a greater surprrse
to see her taking doubles on many
clal's. On several hunts, I found
mriself completely overcome bY *Y
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Fi tn"?uii glouP headed east along

i'h.',;ki *nl" r r ealized,thot,.I

fter a rvalk of some dis-

iu"a", \\re were scattered

l1 o.ros the desert' rvith

miles au'ay. For the evening rv9.h,ad

;';;;tl i;i', u t"u'h o[ hair ofl the

i""'iilr,'bi, tt'' and Bob Carson

ii&i".g gtritar tunes o[ his orttr

!"Jo."ti,l"tt' [t rvas a fitting ettd to

itt" J"rtott rvith lriends'"'" H-nhe lollorving da1,. Febru-
' ll art' llrh' rris the last ol

JI irtl'seasor) and I harvked

it alone, riding mY hoLse' Jr11ni1o'

;;;;"t"g fi" d* Puls 1'ltn {;
i"irt. rni' irea.is il s:"ll:^:1""'l
hills rvittl cover irt the dratttages'-t

"#"I 
"^try 

in the aft-ernoon' rvith

^fr""t 
three hours of light remaln-

i' i.:;';; "-tti''e11' 
seu'ch?d tl t rouglt

the usttal areas rvltete qrrail h'ad

il"""i;;"J cltrri'g the season' \A'e

i.t"ilt. r'rtld' tltit"' I decicled to

;il; ; ferv miles to the north to an

,,io-ot.rttg lhe Iracks again' no1-

":itrtti^"Jlltq 
that locatio. rrsrralll

nroved too t'ough fot' consistertt

l;;';'t;tout"-t"'u*t.i n g.' or er t ne

"".-t'i 
f"t.a taken fer'r' birds here'

ivhar rvith the deepll-crtl ra\rrIes'

a lerv rvell olel'.lhe ltot'se s llea(r'

There, some l'allnes ran parallel.to

tl'," tru.kt' and others Irom dt'atn-

.g"t i" the hills' but there rvele

lerv Places for the horse lo enlel'

.r. "*it. 
Thele uere cattle trails

ieadinc along narro\v crumbling

.iJn.t5'.,, a good memol'v ls neces-

Hl; i".^,""ir'"-. ancl iiding.rhe

""tlt;;;td;"' 
tu"i"t some risk' It

;ii';;;.;;'%d the odor or the on'L

ilit-;; has hear'ry cover' qd 
1

,u"il t"*"-ber losing a Prc\loxs
lalcon hele late one a[tet'noon-sItc

ffi;;f;t do't'n the tracks during

ii" "inrr, 
and came in the next

*;' ;i;; t"ro'" lignt' I 
'"PP-":: ::

1''1*' 
i 
" 

g: rr' : ::^"1,:1,'l:,';".T';::
\\re rvere I'unnlng l

ffi;";;; fu"i"g"i" this iast da1 I

.^oJa,r-titirt' of n5 alternative for the

last search'
n r our aPProach ltt3ll
A\ tirt"a trP in a clotrd rvttlt

flo*e flYing overh.eatt

and orhet's "'tt"ti''tg 
in all dilec-

il"tt. p't luck uould h1r'e ir' Harlorv

;;1;;;; one that fleu'torvard the

heavY cover and she droPPecl

l;,;tt' in a lorv flighr and tt:ut, o-1"

of sisht irrstarrtll" The radto led lrIL

;;"f;;; ,i'" i'^tr.'' a.d l rvot ke<

;i:;; in.o''tgtt the ravines alorr5

;''.;;i'. trail Tollorving the beeP

&
F-t

il;;; seen for some dme the old

;:';i;;."Moru"' I consrrlted the-

|"i;t;";. unJ n"u'a an "on P!1nt"

tr*ri?t u;hind us neal a slight

;:;';"; t't'" ro"na him locked

"pl1 
r'i^y gli'.' 

: Tt ?;il",I::*in Harlorv went uP

;.,;;;;"^ch thc coveY disPe'scd'

t"*"'hying and others l'ltrlnlng'

il;;;; hou"" i''' to tuke abird on the

st'ottnd' I"m not entilely sttre rvhal

f,^?p"""0 on rt't" second qrrail' brrt

.,,-t.'o[ rhe clogs caught.ir' tcl-]:t^

dlcidcd to conlinue harvktng' t ne

lnti ttt;"tuiitt t"tttt*ttes back and

forlh occurred tn thc at'ea parallel

;;^,h" ,;;;ks, rvith runners' riders'

;"";t: 
";.' 

;-t ;" hotuk racin g. alon g i n

ilXr'.o,l tt tsion amid the laughirrg

."J"t'af-g' One falconer sarv-the

h;;l "';"? 
in to tuke the bird on

;;;fi;;h' ;nd another remarked

,r"t"i'ir-t"^i.it' had aken it' So' rvho

t""*tl At that Point' u'e decided

i. rtl.a for home; the trucks rvere

*

*t

3|
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I aoproached the very hackb-erry

trel where I had lost the lalcon

uears before iust as the signal grew

i""J. r trlPP'ed out of the saddle

and pushed mY way into the hear'Y

;;n, trying mY best to locate her

;.;;kit. The tear of the owl had

rit*"1" i,. cold embrace' After a letv

;;;.i;t i found her eating the quail

under the hackberry on bare oPen

ground'' F*ohere was Plenry of light" [{ remaining' so I decided

*hL t" trY the oPen desert 1o '

the south where Part of the huge

r."ri*i"g of birds had flown' The

pups n'eie going lruts \vith scent

5tiJry,*r-t"t","rnd n"rote we could

n"t into the oPen a single flu.shed'

i"J it' too headed for the hearry

l"*t nu.f<. tolvard the tracks rvith

ih" t u*L in Pursuit' This time I

could not sort out the signal' but

t"*" ,irn" later I found Harlorv in

u ir"" iust above me' The gto:"*
*"t ..i'"i"a in a large stand of tall

srass. I must have rvalked througn
:-; blade of that grass Patch
it t.6 ,i-.t. We could nor find the

tird uttd the PuPs kePt streaking

out when called in to search' The

"J"t "f 
so many birds had them

Io-ot.r'"fv unhinged' Only the feist

stav;d to iearch in the grass'- 'ffiffi ack in the saddle' I rode

ffi4.out toward the oPen

-ffi,*ffiuguin but the hawk re-

t.rrr"t"d to ih" cover' I rode back

i" .n..f. and saw her make a long

slow flight across several drainages

to p"t.it on the toP of a large tree'

I had not seen a quail but suspecte-d

;h;ih" long high flight was made

with birds in mind' I saw the PuPs

..rtt i" and charge torvard her' but

;;i;t" I could g:et close' the dogs

n"J.a a bird it the base of the

i.""-fn" harvk made another high

ninnr nu.t. torvard the hackberry' I

f.r"J i" U^.f.track to find the cattle

ffi;; getthrough the main drain-

ase so'i rvas quite late in arriving

^?ir-t" 
site. The radio led me back

io ttt" hackberrY, and I found her

hovering above a generou.s,stald

of cockie burr rveeds beside the

iree. The feist was inside chasing

ii* o""iLaround' ancl Sousa stood

;;ttl-'d; the rveed Patch on sl'aunch

point. The Brittany' Rachmantnolt'

stood well to the side' as r'rsual' only

mildlv curious about the commo-

,t;;"; refusing l-o get involved' I

ran in with the flushing stICKas.lne

tlu*t. t"p"utedly dove in and then

Uu.f.. "p'," 
hover' Before I could do

L.t" lr"t"" enler the weed stand'

ir-t" f"it, o"thed the bird into the air

;;;ih; ll"'-." took itjust above the

sio.,na in a stooP lrom I0 feet'b'"*"4 
nd so ended mY Personal

/S ,"uton of seasons rePre-

/*S""ttting' "Their Finest

Hour." This halvk had taken over

one-third more quail than mY Pre-

uiotr, ,..ords sel Years ago during

b"r,"r: quail Years rvith either the

"uttun"' 
Cooper's or passage .Har-

iit'. tiot onlY had she slarted tne

tlt"" r.r., but I had been out of

if-t. n"fa for a fuil nvo r'veeks with a

r:"roi*,".n infection' Considering

;;;-;, *6ll it'tto advanced senilitY'

;;t;i;il' bY me of heroism would

i"'-"lpr","ly lttdittotts' It is only

Lu toi"i"", o[course' but I see this

ti'."iJ 
"t,"ulished 

bY an unusual
p"r[o.m"r,.lean Harlorv' the
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ffiSyseemsfuc"
Quality Falconiy Tracking Equipment

RUGGEI)
RELIABLE,
POWERFUL
SMALL SIZE

AFFORDABLE
VE,RY EFFICIENT

S AT I S FAC T I O N GU ARAIV T E ED

MERLIN SYSTEMS,INC.
P.O. BOX tgo257 BOISE ID 83719

pH, IZOSI:O2-2254 FAX: (208)362-2140

e-mail: info @ merlin-sYStems'com

www.merlin-sYStems'com

To Order Call Toll Free l'866'7 42-847 5
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